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KJV – Mark 16:15-20 

 

“And they went forth” 

     Amen, Glory to His name, there is power in the blood and I thank the LORD for that. You know, 
we have something to be thankful for Church, Amen! I want to be as brief as I can tonight but I want 
to go over several things. There are several things I want to talk to you about tonight out of three 
books of the Bible. I want to read three different passages tonight, but I want to focus in the book of 
Mark this evening. But I also want to read out of Acts, Matthew and the book of Mark; so turn with 
me if you would to Acts chapter one, Matthew twenty-eight and Mark sixteen.  

     I will begin the reading tonight in the Act of the Apostles in chapter one. Acts chapter one and I’m 
just going to read two verses in Acts; verses eight and nine of chapter one and the Bible says: 

Acts 1:8-9 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. 

     Now the LORD told them that they would receive power when that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
them. That they would be witnesses in Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and in Samaria, and in the 
uttermost part of the earth. So in order for them to be a witness they had to go to these places, they 
had to go to these places. Now turn to Matthew chapter twenty-eight, Matthew twenty-eight and 
verse eighteen, well let’s back up a bit and go to verse sixteen. Matthew twenty-eight and verse 
sixteen.  

Matthew 28:16-20 

16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 

     Which that is talking about the Mount Olives. 

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: 
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20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

     Now this is where He told them to go in Acts, to Jerusalem, to Judaea, to Samaria, to the uttermost 
parts of the world and here in Matthew chapter twenty-eight He told them to go therefore and 
teach all nations. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, now in Mark chapter sixteen and this will be 
our key text tonight. 

     Mark chapter sixteen; and if you are wondering why I have read these other two. Well the LORD 
gave the “Great Commission” in five places in the Bible. In five places He told us to go ye into all the 
world. Mark chapter sixteen starting in verse fifteen the Bible says: 

Mark 16:15-20 

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; 

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God. 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen. 

     Go ye into all the world Jesus said and verse twenty says and they went forth! Notice verse 
nineteen; So then after the Lord had spoken unto them; he was received up into heaven, and sat on the 
right hand of God. 

     Our LORD is in His best place and we are in our best place. The LORD ascended up into Heaven, 
and is now seated on the right hand of the Father. The Bible says He maketh intercessions for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered through and by the Holy Spirit. 

But He left us here. He left behind His Disciples, after He ascended into Heaven; He left them here. 
He ascended into Heaven because His work was finished. He left His followers behind because their 
work is not finished; and we all have a work to do.  

   He said unto them go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel. And verse twenty says: And they 
went forth, and preached everywhere, we all have a work to do. 

     It would indeed save us a lot of heartache disappointment and trouble if the moment we were 
saved we could go to heaven.  
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     Because as soon as we saw Christ, we would be made exactly like Him, we would be perfect, we 
would be known as we are known and all the mysteries of the Scriptures would be revealed to us. 
But the LORD leaves us here for a purpose; He leaves us here because there is a work to do. 

• Christ was taken up to Heaven – His work was done! 
• We are left here on Earth – Our work is not done! 

     I’d like to think, that if I should die and go to Heaven, and face God and suddenly to learn that I 
had not won all the people to Christ that I should have. 

I’d ask for permission to come back and to finish the job. 

     I’d like to be able to say as He said, when He died on the Cross; “It is finished.”  

You say, Nobody can say that!  Yes they can…… Yes they can! 

Apostle Paul said it when he was ready to die. 

*For now the time of my departure is at hand, I have fought a good fight . . . .  

I have finished the course; I have kept the faith . . . . 

Jesus said it when He died. . . . “It is finished.” 

     He finished His course, and Paul finished his. 

     Like a course to be run, like racers have a course to run, say the 500 yard dash; maybe along the 
way jump a few of those hurdles. They have that course to run, and it is not finished until they reach 
the finished line. Then and only then can they say, I have finished the course. 

     My friends God has a work for all of us to do. Our LORD is in Heaven, His best Place. We are left 
here on earth, our best place. 

 This is our best place, because of our work to do for the LORD. 

We all need to be busy about accomplishing the LORD’s work. 

Not just the Pastor, not just me, not just you, but everybody needs to get busy doing it. 

The LORD knows where we can serve best.  

• God Saved you!  
• The LORD put you here in this local Church. 
• The LORD got you your Job. 
• He put you in that office. 
• He put you in that school. 

He has got a work for you to do, and He expects you to do it; because He left you here to get it done. 



4 
 

And they went forth       Grace Baptist Church 

Alright, enough introduction; Alright, here’s your sermon! 

     Take a moment and notice with me our place. And what we are to do? WORK! 

Mark 16:20   

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen. 

And they went forth . . . . 

Message points are four Simple points. 

1. All Worked 

And they went forth . . . . 

     Not some of them. Not part of them. But they, the same eleven He was talking to in verse 15.  

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

     They . . . .  the whole crowd He spoke to, And they went forth. All of them worked; And they went 
forth. 

     I wished I could get this across to everyone here that every single one of us is supposed to be 
working. 

All Working together –  

Ephesians 4:11-12 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;  

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  

All of them worked, the Saints. 

• They were not all Pastors 
• They were not all Evangelists  
• They were not all Preachers or Teachers 
• They did not all have a Sunday School Class  
• Not all were Elders or Deacons 
• Not all were Educated 
• Not all had been to Bible College 
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1. They all worked 
2. Their work was immediate. 

Mark 16:19-20 

19 ¶ So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God. 

20 And they went to have a meeting and cast a vote on where they should go or not. 

     No. . . .  And they went forth. He told them what to do. He went up into Heaven. And they went 
forth. 

     No committee or meeting about it, No setting around talking about it. No thinking or praying if 
they should do it. And they didn’t vote or cast lots on it. And they went forth, . . . . 

1. They all worked. 
2. Their work was immediate. 
3. Their work was aggressive. 

Mark 16:19-20 

19 ¶ So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God. 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen. 

- and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.  

Confirming the Word with Signs – That takes action. 

Witnessing – Living – talking – testifying – Preaching. 

These are people that: 

• Was In the world but not of the world. 
• Went to jail and was cast in prison for the Word. 
• Not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. 
• Was stoned and whipped for their stand. 
• Was Killed for their uncompromising faith. 
• Men that turned the World upside! 

1. They all worked. 
2. Their work was immediate. 
3. Their work was aggressive. 
4. Their work was accompanying. 
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Mark 16:19-20 

19 ¶ So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God. 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen. 

     Now look what it says here again: And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord 
working with them, . . . . . the Lord working with them, . . . . . 

     You see you might work for the Government, but that doesn’t mean that you work with the 
President. You might work at Wal-Mart, but that doesn’t mean that you work with the Walton boys. 
You might work for Ford Motor Company, but that doesn’t mean that you work with Mr. Ford.  

     You see friends, Jesus works with us, and He will never leave us. He would never forsake us but 
that He would go with us always even to the end of the world. Sometimes He works before, 
sometimes with and sometimes after. You see there are some that might break up the fallowed 
ground, some might go along and sew the seed, another may come along and water; but God gives 
the increase. Because He is always on the job; He is in His best place, and we are in ours.  

     But we need to go forth, we need to go forth; all of us need to be working. Isaiah chapter forty-
five and verse two. 

Isaiah 45:2-4 

2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 

3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest 
know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have 
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

     The LORD said that He would go before us, He said friends that He would go in front of us. He is 
our forerunner, the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist was the forerunner of the LORD Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ ascended up to the Father in Heaven; He said I have to go because if I do not go the comforter 
will not come. The comforter, the Holy Ghost, the Holy Spirit; He goes before us and He is our 
forerunner. 

     God said I will make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut 
in sunder the bars of iron. You say well Brother Doug I cannot go I don’t have the money.   

     Look at Isaiah 45:3; He said I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret 
places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.  
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     He has called you, He has saved you and He has said; Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen. 

     We have to go, He is in His place and we are in ours. He has given us the great commission. Not 
once friends, not twice, not even three times but five times. Remember, the LORD ascended into 
Heaven because His work is finished. He left His Disciples and us the Christians, the Saints here on 
earth because our work is not finished.  

1. They all worked. 
2. Their work was immediate. 
3. Their work was aggressive. 
4. Their work was accompanying. 

     Because they were accompanied by the Master, the King of kings and the LORD of Lords; the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.  

     Listen to verse twenty again:  

Mark 16:20 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen. 

     What are you going to do friends, what are you going to do? Church we need to be busy about our 
Father’s business. There is a lost and dying world out there; there are people dying and going to 
Hell. And our LORD Jesus has said to go into all the world and preach the Gospel. That is what we 
need to do; And they went forth, and preached every where, God bless you. 

 


