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Triumphal Entry:      Matthew 21:1-11;  Mark 11:1-11;  Luke 19:28-44;  John 12:12-19 

 
Time has come:    Matthew 20:18-19   Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be 

betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death,  19 And 
shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he 
shall rise again. 

 
How many donkeys:    Matthew 21:1-11   And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were 

come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples,  2 Saying unto them, Go 
into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 
them, and bring them unto me.  3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath 
need of them; and straightway he will send them.  4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying,  5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.  
● Sent two disciples to get two donkeys -- “an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and 

bring them unto me” 

● Done to fulfill prophecy:   Zechariah 9:9    Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.  

● The problem:   The other Gospels do not mention the mother -- This does not eliminate the 
mother 

 
How many donkeys did Jesus ride:    Matthew 21:7-8   And brought the ass, and the colt, and 

put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon.  8 And a very great multitude spread their 
garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 
● They put their clothes on two donkeys -- did they set Jesus on two donkeys or on the clothes 
● Notice in verse 8 that the “them” refers to clothes 
● Jesus sat on clothes/garments -- not two donkeys 

 
Why a donkey:  

● First mention of donkey (colt and foal) are mentioned in Genesis 49:10-11 for the prophecy of 
the coming kingdom of King David and First Coming of Christ 

● King David presents Solomon as the new king of Israel by riding him in on a donkey 
● Other instances of leaders riding donkeys are Judges 5:10; 10:4; 12:14; and 2 Samuel 16:2. 
● In the Bible, the donkey is a sign of humility, labor, and strangely enough--regal authority; the 

horse, however, is a sign of human strength, pride, and war.  
● Donkeys are symbolic of peace -- horses are sign of war 

● Notice the Second Coming:       Revelation 19:11-12        And I saw heaven opened, and behold 
a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
doth judge and make war.  12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Judg%205.10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Judges%2010.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Judges%2012.14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Sam%2016.2


What kind of king:   
● Zechariah 9:9     “thy King cometh unto thee” 
● “he is just, and having salvation” 
● “lowly” -- humble and peaceful;  praised then unjustly convicted 

 
Why the triumphal entry:    Luke 19:41-44   And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and 

wept over it,  42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.  43 For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on 
every side,  44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall 

not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation. 
● Jesus had come as King of Kings, Lord of Lords, as the Messiah, but was not accepted  
● This was the last chance for salvation of Nation of Israel, the saving of Jerusalem from 

destruction -- this day of visitation could have change the future 

 
Lesson 1 -- Jesus came to be the sacrificed Lamb:   

● Matthew 20:18-19   Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed 
unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death,  19 And 
shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day 
he shall rise again. 

● John 3:16   For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

●  1 Peter 2:24   Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

 
Lesson 2 -- Jesus fulfills God’s plan: 

● Jesus doesn’t always meet our expectations:  The Jews were expecting a king who would be a 
great military leader like David, who would throw off the rule of Rome 

● Sent to save the lost:    Luke 19:10   For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 

● Reconciliation to God:   2 Corinthians 5:18-19   And all things are of God, who hath reconciled 
us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  19 To wit, 
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

● Victory over death:   1 Corinthians 15:55-57   O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?  56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 
 


