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The resurrection of Jesus is the event that assures us  

of our own resurrection to eternal life. 

I. Angels announced the birth of the Messiah and His resurrection from the dead.        

(v. 1-7) 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 

will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:8-14) 

 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 

must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen 

to you!” 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 

not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” (Matthew 16:21-23) 

 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they 

were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” But they 

did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. (Mark 9:30-32) 

 

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that 

is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be delivered over to 

the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on him; they will flog him and kill him. 

On the third day he will rise again.” 

The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did 

not know what he was talking about. (Luke 18:31-34) 

 
 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. (John 

14:29) 



 

II. Jesus was seen alive by a multitude of God-chosen witnesses after His resurrection. 

(v. 8-10) 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 

him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 

chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:39-43) 

 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails 

were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 

side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:24-29) 

 

 [after Jesus’ resurrection] He appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared 

to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still 

living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and 

last of all he appeared to me also… (1 Corinthians 15:5-7) 

 

III. Several false explanations have been advanced to account for Jesus’ resurrection. 

1. Jesus resurrection was later legend. 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 

the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him 

from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep 

its hold on him… 

 You will not let your holy one see decay. 

“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and 

his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath 

that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke of 

the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his 

body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. (Acts 2:23-32) 

 

2. The disciples of Jesus stole His body. (v. 11-15) 



3. Jesus didn’t really die, but merely “swooned.” 

But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 

Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood 

and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he 

tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the 

scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another scripture 

says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” (John 19:33-37) 

 

IV. The resurrection of Jesus on the third day is THE central fact of the Christian faith. 

 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures… (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 

 

And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, 

we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he 

raised Christ from the dead. (1 Corinthians 15:14-15) 

 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also 

who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of 

all people most to be pitied. 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For 

as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 

then, when he comes, those who belong to him. (1 Corinthians 15:17-23) 

 

He was pierced for our transgressions, 

    He was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, 

    and by His wounds we are healed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on Him 

    the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:5-6) 

 

1. The resurrection proves that Jesus was who He said He was. 

2. The resurrection proves that the Father accepted Jesus perfect sacrifice. 

V. Our risen Savior is our living hope. (1 Peter 1:3-5) 

1. What the Lord did for us is reason for worship. 

2. This was an act of boundless mercy. 

3. You must be born again.  



4. Hope is confident assurance based on the person and promises of God. 

5. God promises believers riches and rewards in heaven.  

When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance" (Ephesians 1:13–14) 

 

6. God Himself protects and keeps us. 

 “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 

My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 

Father’s hand.” (John 10:28–29) 

 

7. The culmination of our salvation will occur when Christ returns to set up His 

kingdom. 


