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Below list taken from https://3dchristianity.wordpress.com/2012/04/17/the-historicity-of-jesus-ancient-

pagan-sources/  

1. Thallos, a historian who wrote about an eclipse of the sun (ca. 55 CE), probably refuting 
Christian claims of the supernatural darkness that occurred during Jesus’ crucifixion (Mark 
15:33; Matt. 27:45; Luke 23:44). Thallos was quoted by Christian author Julius Africanus in 
his History of the World (ca. 220). Africanus disagreed with Thallos, which suggests that 
Thallos was connecting an eclipse to Jesus’ crucifixion. 
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2. Pliny the Younger, a Roman governor who wrote letters to his Emperor Trajan (ca. 112 
CE) about persecuting Christians in his province, and mentions Jesus, the founder of 
Christianity, in passing. More on this passage later. 

3. Suetonius, in his book Lives of the Caesars (ca. 120 CE), mentioned that Emperor 
Claudius, around 49 CE, expelled the Jews from Rome because of trouble caused by 
“Chrestus,” which historians believe is a misspelling of Christ. Suetonius also confused 
Christians with Jews and Judaism, an easy mistake for a non-Christian to make of the 
early emerging Christian movement. 

4. Tacitus, a famous Roman historian, in his The Annals, book 15 (ca. 116-120 CE), 
mentioned Christians and Christ in describing Emperor Nero’s act of blaming and 
persecuting the “Chrestians” for the great fire of Rome (ca. 64 CE).   
 
“Therefore, to put down the rumor [that Emperor Nero burned Rome], Nero substituted as 
culprits and punished in the most unusual ways those hated for their shameful acts, whom 
the crowd called “Chrestians.” The founder of this name, Christ, had been executed in the 
reign of Tiberius by the procurator Pontius Pilate. Suppressed for a time, the deadly 
superstition erupted again not only in Judea, the origin of this evil, but also in the city 
[Rome], where all things horrible and shameful from everywhere come together and 
become popular. Therefore, first those who admitted to it were arrested, then on their 
information a very large multitude was convicted, not so much for the crime of arson as for 
hatred of the human race. Derision was added to their end: they were covered with skins of 
wild animals and torn to death by dogs; or they were crucified and when the day ended 
they were burned as torches. Nero provided his gardens for the spectacle and gave a 
show in his circus, mixing with the people in charioteer’s clothing, or standing on his racing 
chariot. Therefore a feeling of pity arose despite a guilt which deserved the most 
exemplary punishment, because it was felt that they were being destroyed not for the 
public good but for the ferocity of one man.” 
 

5. Mara bar Serapion, a war prisoner of Rome, wrote a letter to his son (sometime after 73 
CE), where he spoke of the “wise king” of the Jews (Jesus?), whose death at the hands of 
the Jews God justly avenged (the Roman destruction of Jerusalem) and whose “new laws” 
(Christian religion?) continue after his death among his followers. Most scholars believe 
that Mara, a non-Christian, is referring to Jesus, the only possible person to fit this 
description. 

6. Lucian, a Greek satirist, wrote a fiction, The Death of Peregrinus (ca. 165 CE) where 
among the lead character Peregrinus’ exploits was conning Christians of their money by 
converting to Christianity and becoming a leader among them. As a satirist, Lucian mocked 
Christians for their ignorance and credulity. In the process, he mentioned the founder of 
Christianity, “that one whom they still worship today, the man in Palestine who was 
crucified because he brought this new form of initiation into the world”. He also called 
Jesus, “that crucified sophist.” It is noteworthy that Lucian assumed Jesus was a real 
person. Otherwise, believing in a fictional founder would be good material for a satirist bent 
on mocking Christians for their credulity. 

7. Celsus, a philosopher, wrote an attack on Christianity titled True Doctrine shortly after 175 
CE. Although this book’s manuscript is no longer surviving, about 60-90% of its contents 
were quoted by the Christian theologian Origen in his rebuttal volume, Against Celsus (ca. 
250 CE). Origen quoted Celsus’ various arguments against Jesus – i.e. Jesus was not 
born from a virgin, Jesus came from a poor family in a remote Jewish village, Jesus’ 
mother was convicted of adultery with a Roman soldier named Panthera and driven out by 
her carpenter husband, Jesus worked as a laborer in Egypt where he most likely learnt his 
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magical skills, and Jesus then returned to Palestine claiming to be God. Although he 
attacked Jesus’ claims to divinity, Celsus assumed that Jesus was a real historical person. 
In a way, his arguments corroborate the New Testament – Jesus’ mother was Mary, there 
was something peculiar about his birth, there’s a connection to Egypt, that Jesus did 
miracles or “magic tricks”, and that Jesus claimed to be god. 

8. Josephus: 
“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise 
man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. 
For he was one who performed surprising 
deeds and was a teacher of such people as 
accept the truth gladly. He won over many 
Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the 
Christ. And when, upon the accusation of the 
principal men among us, Pilate had 
condemned him to a cross, those who had 
first come to love him did not cease. He 
appeared to them spending a third day 
restored to life, for the prophets of God had 
foretold these things and a thousand other 
marvels about him. And the tribe of the 
Christians, so called after him, has still to this 
day not disappeared. (Flavius Josephus: 
Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3, 
3[13] For Greek text see [1]) 
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