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1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto

their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

The word righteous is the key to understanding these verses.

Psalm 14 1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt , they have

done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 2 The LORD looked down from

heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand ,

and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside , they are all together become filthy : there

is none that doeth good, no, not one. 4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge

? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD. 5 There were

they in great fear : for God is in the generation of the righteous. 6 Ye have shamed the

counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge. 7 Oh that the salvation of Israel

were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob

shall rejoice , and Israel shall be glad .

Isaiah 64:4-9 4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard , nor

perceived by the ear , neither hath the eye seen , O God, beside thee, what he hath

prepared for him that waiteth for him. 5 Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and

worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art

wroth ; for we have sinned : in those is continuance, and we shall be saved . 6 But we

are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all

do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away . 7 And there is

none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou

hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 8 But now,

O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter ; and we all are the

work of thy hand. 9 Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever:

behold, see , we beseech thee, we are all thy people.

We have no righteousness in ourselves, so God established a way for us to be righteous in his
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sight.

Romans 3:10-12 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is

none that understandeth , there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all

gone out of the way , they are together become unprofitable ; there is none that

doeth good, no, not one .

Romans 3:21-26 21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested ,

being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which

is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe : for there is no

difference: 23 For all have sinned , and come short of the glory of God; 24 Being

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom

God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past , through the forbearance of God;

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

Titus 3:4-7 4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man

appeared , 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done , but according to

his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy

Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That

being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of

eternal life.

Our righteousness is entirely due to the work of God, not our works. Therefore those that are

the righteous as Peter states are those whom God has elected.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their

prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.
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Peter draws upon Psalm 34 and presents three qualities of the Lord: his eyes, his ears, and his

face (countenance).

Psalm 34:10-20 10 The young lions do lack , and suffer hunger : but they that seek the

LORD shall not want any good thing. 11 Come , ye children, hearken unto me: I will

teach you the fear of the LORD. 12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many

days, that he may see good? 13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking

guile. 14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the

LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. 16 The face of the

LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

17 The righteous cry , and the LORD heareth , and delivereth them out of all their

troubles. (Continued)

(Psalm 34 Continued) 18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and

saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but

the LORD delivereth him out of them all. 20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them

is broken.

The eyes of the Lord...

...see the whole earth.

2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,

to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.

...see and test the children of men.

Psalm 11:4 The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes

behold , his eyelids try , the children of men.

...behold the evil and the good.
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Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the

good.

The ears of the Lord...

...hear the humble.

2 Chronicles 7:12-16 12 And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him,

I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice.

13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the

land, or if I send pestilence among my people; 14 If my people, which are called by my

name, shall humble themselves, and pray , and seek my face, and turn from their

wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal

their land. 15 Now mine eyes shall be open , and mine ears attent unto the prayer

that is made in this place. 16 For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my

name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

Psalms 86:1 Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy.

...hear the righteous (not the unrighteous).

Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the

righteous.

...hear those who do his will.

John 9:30-33 30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous

thing, that ye know not from whence he is , and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 31 Now

we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and

doeth his will, him he heareth . 32 Since the world began was it not heard that any

man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 33 If this man were not of God, he
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could do nothing.

The eyes and ears of the Lord represent God’s omnipresence and omniscience. Omnipresence

describes God’s quality of being everywhere at once. Omniscience describes God’s quality of

knowing all things.

The face of the Lord represents God’s omnipotence. Omnipotence describes God’s quality of

being all powerful. God’s power is both fearful and comforting.

The face (countenance) of God...

...is turned against evildoers.

Ezekiel 15:7 And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and

another fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my

face against them.

...is hidden from the righteous when they sin.

Deuteronomy 31:17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will

forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured , and

many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not these

evils come upon us, because our God is not among us?

Micah 3:4 Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even

hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their

doings.

...is what the righteous desire to see.

Psalm 11:5-7 5 The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth

violence his soul hateth . 6 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and
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an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup. 7 For the righteous LORD

loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.

Psalms 27:9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou

hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.

...is the joy of the righteous.

Psalm 21:1-7 1 The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how

greatly shall he rejoice ! 2 Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not

withholden the request of his lips. Selah. 3 For thou preventest him with the blessings of

goodness: thou settest a crown of pure gold on his head. 4 He asked life of thee, and

thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever. 5 His glory is great in thy

salvation: honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him. 6 For thou hast made him most

blessed for ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance. 7 For the

king trusteth in the LORD, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be

moved .

...is the hope of the righteous.

1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I

know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known .

Revelation 22:1-5 1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it,

and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of

fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing

of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the

Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and

his name shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they need

no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light : and they shall

reign for ever and ever.
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