
Matthew 4:12-17 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;  

 1.  John the Baptist had been arrested. 
  a.  We get insight into why he was arrested later on in Matthew 
  b.  Matthew 14:3-4  
 2.  When Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, he knew that the baton had officially  
      been passed to him. 
 3.  John the Baptist’s ministry was over…His was officially beginning.   
 4.  So he goes to Galilee.   13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, 
which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.  
  a.  Why Galilee?   
  b.  Read on. v14-16 
   
14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:  15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND 
THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE 
GENTILES— 16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND 
THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT 
DAWNED.”   

 1.  Matthew references a passage from Isaiah here 
 2.  Isaiah 9:1-2  But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He 
treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, 
by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in 
darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 
  a.  Jesus withdrew into Galilee to Capernaum by the sea in the region of Zebulun and  
       Naphtali 
  b.  This region had been treated with contempt according to Isaiah.  Why?  Gentiles were  
       prominent there 
  c.  But it was about to be made glorious!   
  d.  The people who have walked in darkness are about to see a great light:  Jesus Christ 
 3.  Do you understand that the gospel of the kingdom was coming, not just to the Jew, not even  
      just to the Samaritans, but to Gentiles as well! 
  a.  People who have been living in darkness were about to see a great light 
  b.  The light of the world! 
  c.  John 8:12  Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he 
who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life. 
  
As we look around at our nation, our day, and our age, the judgment of God is clearly upon us 
 1.  We should be grieved at the evil things that are happening.  
 2.  But as followers of Christ, we of all people should be the most optimistic because the light of  
      Christ and the Kingdom of our God continues to advance throughout the world! 
 3.  People who are dwelling in darkness are seeing a great light for the first time in many regions  
      of this world. 
 4.  A Wind in the House of Islam by David Garrison… 
  a.  Movement equals at least 1000 new believers and 100 new gatherings (that have come  
        to Christ in the last 2 decades). 
  b.  After the founding of Islam in the 500’s A.D. there were 0 movements until the 1800’s 
  c.  Between 1800 and 1980 there were 2 
  d.  Between 1980 and 2000 there were 11 
  e.  From 2000-2013 there have been 69!!!! 
 5.  Do not let the media and God’s judgment on the western world cause you to think that He is  
      not moving!  He is moving! 



 6.  Operation World Map 

1 John 2:8  On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, 
because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. 

 1.  God’s Kingdom is Advancing! 
 2.  The Kingdom is advancing and will continue advancing.  How? 
  a.  Those who have seen the light, proclaim the light to those who are in darkness.   
  b.  1 Peter 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY 
NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light 
  c.  Preaching….proclaiming 

This is exactly what Jesus did.  v17 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 1.  We are going to flesh this verse out more next week.  Here are the main points we will flesh  
      out over the next 2 weeks. 
  a.  Jesus preached 
  b.  Jesus preached repentance 
  c.  Jesus preached repentance because the kingdom of heaven was at hand! 
 2.  What we need to understand this morning is that the light spread, and will continue to spread,   
      through preaching the message of repentance because the kingdom is at hand. 
 3.  Could we not think up some better, quicker, more effective ways for God to advance His  
      Kingdom?  But He chose preaching! 
  a.  1 Corinthians 1:21  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did 
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save 
those who believe. 
  b.  Romans 10:8-15  But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR 
MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”--that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you confess 
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT 
BE DISAPPOINTED.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord 
of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF 
THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” 14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How 
will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How 
will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”  

 1.  To be saved you must believe, confess, and call. 
 2.  To believe, you must first hear and understand the gospel message.  Have you? 
 3.  To hear the gospel message someone must preach it to you.  THE GOSPEL. 
 4.  To have a preacher, he must be sent out! 

How about you? 

 1.  Have you believed…confessed…and called?  Why not?  Today is the day of salvation. 
 2.  Have you heard and understood the gospel message this morning?   THE GOSPEL 
 3.  I have heard, understood, and responded.  So…what is stopping you from being sent out? 
  a.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts all send us! 
  b.  What is standing between you and going to proclaim the light to a world in darkness?
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