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Prologue

0 Events occurring before Jesus appeared to the Eleven
gives perspective; our focus is John's gospel theme

Christ appeared to Peter, but no details are given
04 24004 1C6 159

Christ appeared to Cleopas and friends on the Emmaus
Road; these men immediately sought the Eleven giving
them the news: Christ is risen a0

Belief in bodily resurrection will require concrete proof

Doubt Feeds Fear ...

0 lf Jews can kill God; they will certainly kill people: Fear
**  Eleven huddled behind locked doors, fearing the Jews

Another reference to the Jews as a group distinct from
Jesus followers heralds what is to come g 1930

Mary could not confirm Jesus' bodily resurrection, she
could not touch Him; this weakens her testimony g. 20519
Prophecy Jesus made three nights ago will be fulfilled:
their sorrow turmed to joy o s

These Jews had rejected Jeven o dheir Mesiah and ther King: then they esecuned Him
1t was they who sad He peoclaimed Himuelf King of the Jown as 2 charge foe Plate
Jo 919
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Peace to You - Not a Phantom

0 Christ’s greeting to His followers, “Peace to you” {Fear
not! | Am! is implied} ouwa2an

©* He is from the Father in bodily form like us o4 21000

Christ shows His wounds, allowing them to touch Him
confirming His identity and body; throughout eternity
Again, “Peace to you"
" John's Great Commission: As | was sent, [ send you
Thia s also 3 death blow 20 Unosticam, and today’s evolutionasy belied, that man's highes goal

To evolve 1o spinnial beings: however, this wosdd pur ws on par wed Secan and sagele: 2ot God's plan
BCaa N He L O

First Day of the Week

0 We need to understand the significance of the First
Day of the Week and its corresponding number: One
© One signifies unity and completeness in God; Trinity {3}
as Godhead {1) is complete needing nothing; those in
Christ are complete in Him and the Father . 02000
First day corresponds to Creation e 119
7 In the chaos of Darkness Christ brings Light: Father's
glory shines into the Darkness through Him g. 109

Joha's mapor theme is beginnings; just like has Opening Hymn began with Beginrangs Cresnion
Marry are One in Christ s Trinity see One i the Father: All Bocome unified in the Body (s 1.09)

Christ Breathed on Them

0> This mirrored His breathing life into Adam: His image
into Man {Moral selfawareness exclusive to Man} w2

This gave man life but not newness of life ®.co

Christ was giving His followers newness of life based on
His death, purchased with His blood a.s110

This was a first fruit of what they would receive at
Pentecost {Shavuot} First Fruit (Wheat loaves}

This murron God gving Saul & new st and @ Spire coming onto and lesving him
Before Pernecoss, the Sparit &id not reside in the person permanently, Ol Covenam
Different from Barley Frst Fruss (Blikuren] ONu 112629, 15 10210
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Forgiveness of Sin - Unity in God

0 Old Covenant - Only God could forgive sins; priests
only offered sacrifices for confessed sin aa 120

¢+ Christ forgave sins, revealing Himself as God

0 New Covenant - All can forgive sins based on will of

God contained in His Word(s)

©* Now that His followers are one in Him, they {we) also

have the power to forgive sin if repentance is presence
This s nee mdependont of Gad but in concert with His will since they, and all bebevers, hawe God's mund
This implies marunny in boch Charisr and the Bible and pracrice: Le., ducernment 3le 511041
Forgiving people of sin whe have unned s not forprvencs but sm on your part; o Setanic st (e 21,820, 1219

Unity in Christ is New Beginnings

0 Thomas {Taoma), the Twin {Taama}, was not present

When told about Jesus’ appearance and words Thomas
would not believe their testimony

 He would only believe if he touched Jesus's wounds
 Thomas was asking for the same proof they received;
remember, they did not believe the report of the women

7 Thomas was no different then his contemporaries

Taorsa wae probubly 2 skknawe and was 3 Hebeow play on wonds which was common
He may have received this moniker & teins were uncommen {Jacob and Esad)
Hw sctual name wan usknown though some sources do oefer 0o him a Judas

Jesus Appears Eight Days Later

0 Eight is the number of new beginnings

Males were circumcised on the eighth day entering
God's covenant v v

~  Eight persons in ark for man's new beginnings an rmn

O Jesus appears eight days later {Sunday} when Thomas is
present

This will mark a change, a new beginning, of faith alone
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Jesus Gives Thomas Proof

0 Jesus offers Thomas the same proof He offered others:
Touch His wounds proving His bodily reality and not
an underworld phantom
~ Issue is belief in the bodily resurrection

© Thomas believes when he has verified this new concept,
hitherto unknown, bodily resurrection

“ This will not be available for future believers; Christ will
not appear for each believer to personally verify

Faith is Not Signs

0 The followers were little different from contemporary
jcws who wanted tangible proof as foundation for faith

Jesus openly condemned this approach knowmg that
signs do not substantiate faith oe we e 12

Followers were again behind Jocked doors. their sign did

not negate their fear; i.e., little faith

Apostles followed Christ based on faith, He had not
performed any signs, faith is always the basis for belief

Thomas’ Declaration

0 Once Thomas sees and touches he proclaims, “My
Lord and my God!”

0 Christ institutes a new beginning of faith without signs
~ Blessed are those who believe {faith} but have not seen

(He 11T}

Even on the Emmaus Road Christ was not touched
Henceforth, knowledge would be by faith alone in Bible
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Written So You May Believe

0> With Christ’s statement on the necessity of faith, John
states purpose of his Gospel: So we may believe; thus,
from Opening Hymn to this statement John shows:

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of Ged

By believing you can have (eternal) life in His name alone
W an1)

He strengthened Apostolic testimony by the many other
miracles which are not in John's Gospel: Slow to believe

. .
New Beginnings
In these two appearances Christ changes from
Old Testament to New Testament economy

Jews Who Loved the Law

0 Jews who loved the Law, though it condemned them,

rejected Messiah and had Gentiles execute Him so their
hands would be clean for Pesach .20

From the moment they rejected Jesus they revealed
themselves as False Jews, joined not to God but to Satan
Jesus revealed to them the truth of their hatred of God

and thus love of Satan; for this Truth they executed
Him g 54
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Christ Calls Forth True Jews

00 When Jesus appeared to the Eleven, He breathed in
them the life of the New Covenant which separated
them from those desiring the Old Covenant w4
 Christ cast out those desiring the Old Covenant
©  For those who desired the New Covenant He accepted

into His body (First Fruit Dispensation} nc. 121200
© Gentiles do not become Jews by salvation; we do
become children of Abraham’s faith w109

Al who aee sved durmg Fint P Dagpersation enter Chrast's calledout smembly: Church
Al wmaad equal before Hom; however, during the Grear Trbalaoion Christ agem calls oue T Jewn
The Millennial Kingdom falill Chris’s promibses to beliovang Jows for an carthly kingdoss; here will be Gennles sbo

Old Covenant Built on Signs

0 God revealed Himself by fire, smoke, lightning and

thunder on Mt Sinai s

"~ This conveyed separation from God; the only position
possible between sinners and a holy God
It was only through blood sacrifices that sinners could
apprehend the true need for Messiah

~ Most Old Covenant sinners believed they could be
righteous by doing; Messiah would enslave Gentiles

e 92D

New Covenant Built on Christ

0 Saved sinners are one with Christ and the Father via
the Holy Spirit based on the Christ’s sacrifice satisfying
God $ JUSTICE (e 82131, 20 5.1

Thus, New Covenant believers come to Mt Zion in
fellowship with the Son in His righteousness w1120

7 Based on faith alone, in Christ alone by His Word alone

Not intellectual apprehended but spiritually realized by
Christ in us, hope of glory up w2, ca 12620
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Shambles of Church History

0> Church history records the subversion of believing
congregations by sinners via false teachers w2

Roman Catholicism and Greek Orthodoxy
Reformation & Statealigned Protestant denominations
Extra-church denominations & Cults: Methodists, etc.
Evangelicalism adopting scientism and social justice
Represents same failure Jews experienced in OT

God Saves Individuals

0 God only saves individuals, individually, from Adam to
you and me; He did not, does not save groups
The death of the old man is as individual as the death of
cach person separating from their fleshly body w7 <2000

One's relationship in Christ is not determined by what
one does but what one does shows everyone whom you
worship o 419

Salvation is of God alone: Sovereignty o 11110

One Apostle to Restore

0 John and Peter had a special relationship evident from

thc night of Jesus’ arrest and Peter's denial

© Though Jesus appeared to Simon, He had not dealt with
Peter's guilt and consequence of denying Christ
John's final chapter deals with Jesus reminding Peter of
his calling
This gives us hope as each of us deny Christ every time
we choose to sin; it never goes unnoticed . 153




