EXCURSUS ON
THE
HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND
OF
BABYLON



® ¢ ¢ O

Ancient Babylon



Middle Babylonian "Rump” Kingdom
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Neo-Babylonian Empire
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Neo-Babylonian Empire
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The Exile
and
Refurn



¢ Captives of Judah taken mainly to
area near Babylon

¢ Military expansion

By the rivers of
Babylon, There
we sat down
and wept, When
we remembered
Zion. (Ps 137.1)



Building

¢ cnameled bricks; figures in bas relief

& Infricate system of fortifications; temples and
palaces; streets and canals

¢ rebuilt Grand Ziggurat; restored Great Temple of
Marduk

¢ famous gate of Ishtar leading into the city’'s main
street

¢ hanging gardens
— Dbullt in terraces 1o resemble mountains for his

Median queen to depict her native moun’rcljoins



Artist’'s Rendering  Archeological
Recovery

Ishtar Gate



Famous Hanging Gardens
(artist’s dreamed up depiction)
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Successors of Nebuchadnezzar (only 23 years

total)

1. Amel-Marduk (Evi-Merodach) (662 — 560 BC)
released Jehoiachin (Jeconiah, Coniah)
assassinated by his brother-in-law,
Neriglissar

2. Neriglissar (Nergal-sharezer of Jeremiah 39.3,

13) (560 — 556 BC)
pushed past Taurus Mountains in area of
South “Asia Minor”

3. Labashi-Marduk (son of Neriglissar) (556 BC)
Assassinated after just a few months by @
group of courtiers including Nabonidus) :



4. Nabonidus (556-539)

Aramean nobleman
from Haran

Of the priestly line of
the moon god,
Nanna (Sin), whom
ne promoted

Absent for
prolonged time also
for military
campaigns against
Cilicia and Syria

_eft Babylon in
nands of Belshazzar,
NIS SON
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Ruled by a governor

Established new capital of province at

Mizpah

Murdered by Ishmael, a memlber of the royal

family

Johanan, Judean military leader, consulted

Jeremiah

+ Jeremiah counseled the people to remain
INn Judah; Johanan refused to follow the
advice

Exile to Egypt (Jeremiah forced to go with

them) 15



¢ Exiles set up eventually aft
Elephantine in Egypt

¢ Probably the source of
God-fearers such as the
Ethiopian eunuch

Famous Elephantine
papyri that date to end
of 4th century BC and
agree with biblical
accounts

16



Daniel

¢

attained honor during Nebuchadnezzar's
reign after interpreting his dream — chief of
the “wise men”

iInfluential under Amel-Marduk (perhaps
seeking and winning the release of
Jehoiachin)

by time of Belshazzar (and Nabonidus) he was
not as highly placed, for Belshazzar had to be
reminded about him (Daniel 5.10ff)

iInfluential even under Cyrus (Darius; 6.1, 2)
Daniel’s prayer re 70 years (?2.1-19) .



¢ /0 years = one life span

¢ /0 years from 605 BC (first
deportation) to 535 BC ( 4 years
after Daniel’s prayer and Cyrus’s
defeat of Babylonians)

¢ /0 years from destruction of
Temple in 586 BC until the
rebuilding of Second Temple,
completedin 516 BC R



¢ Instifutions ¢ Unlike Assyriq,

maintained Babylon did not
(elders, priests, re-populate
prophets) conqguered

¢ From this time, itis  ferrifories with
common to speak conguerea
of “Jewish” history — peoples from
and refer to the other parts of the

people as “Jews”  empire i



¢ Developed
significant
commercial activity

¢ Main settlement in
very fertile area on
Chebar River

¢ Significant Jewish
presence until well
INfo the Medieval
Period

¢ Yet it was still
chastisement
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