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“The Tower of Babel – Genesis 11” 

     Since we have started this series we have covered the dateless past and the fall of Satan. We have 
also gone over our six days of creation in literal six twenty-four hour days. We went through the fall 
of man in the garden, the line of Cain and the generations of Adam leading up to the flood of Noah 
that ended the second dispensation. 

     Last week we covered the lines of Noah, among his three sons how that the earth’s nations were 
started and the different ethnic groups from these three lines. God set the locational boundaries for 
each family lineage to have in these days from Noah’s three sons. Tonight we come to a place in the 
Scriptures where we see that a group from the line of Ham, Noah’s youngest son did not want to 
obey God and move to the specific habitational places that God had appointed. 
 
     Let us back track just a little to see where this disobedient line came from by tracing their roots 
through the recorded genealogy of the Bible. As we see from Genesis 10:6 that Ham had four sons: 

Genesis 10:6 

6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 

     Genesis 10:8 tells us that Cush begat a son named Nimrod who became a mighty one in the earth, 
a mighty hunter before the LORD and the ruler of a people and a kingdom at its beginning was 
called Babel. 

     This timeline covers the events of the Dispensation of Human Government which started after 
the flood and would last until the judgment of Babel. The third dispensation would end with man’s 
failure, disobedience, God coming down and the judgment of God upon man’s disobedience.  

     God had already started to separate the nations to various geographical locations but instead of 
this line of Ham’s going to their proper appointed places, they initially decided to stay together. The 
languages of the lines of Japheth did not come about until many years after they a settled in their 
new regions and developed civilizations. However this line of Ham’s and the entire earth spoke only 
one language at this time. 
 
Genesis 11:1-2 

1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; 
and they dwelt there. 
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     The entire earth was of one speech or tongue or language. All the people spoke the same 
language which included the same words and accents of those words. A group from the line of 
Ham’s Cush who begat Nimrod moved eastward with a large massive group of people and settled in 
the land of Shinar.  
 
Genesis 11:3-4 

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick 
for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us 
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

 
 
      This Scripture text is very explicit as to the location of where the Babel episode occurred, in the 
“land of Shinar”, which immediately tells us we are in Nimrod’s domain the son of Cush and the 
grandson of Ham from Genesis 10:8.  
 
     This large plain of Shinar is the Old Testament name for the land that existed between the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers in what is known today as modern day Iraq. In ancient times, this land was 
known as Babylonia that even gets its name from Nimrod’s kingdom of Babel.  
 
     This area has critical prophetic implications in the last days at the second coming of the LORD 
Jesus Christ as seen from the writings of the Prophet Isaiah.  
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Isaiah 11:11 
 

11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, 
and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 
 
     The later modern name for this area is Mesopotamia, which is bordered on the south by Kuwait, 
on the west by Iraq and on the east by Iran. When one considers present world focus, once again 
things are happening in the “land of Shinar.” 
 
     The word “city” refers to a strong, fortified place and the term “tower” refers to a building that is 
known and seen for its height. It has been discovered in the Mesopotamian area that there were a 
number of ziggurats structures scattered throughout which are lofty pyramidal or circular like 
towers extending to great highest for security as part of the fortification. 
 
     Dr. S. Lewis Johnson writes: “The ziggurats were like a stepped pyramid, the edifice being about 
the height of a modern twenty eight story building. An altar was usually erected on the top layer, a 
kind of shrine, around which were written the signs of the zodiac. Thus, the tower was to be a religious 
building” (Lecture 21, p. 2). 
 
     Nimrod and his people wanted to autonomy, self-law by making a strong bold statement that 
they could do as they willed and that they could make their own way to Heaven. This is just like 
man today only in different forms, maybe not through a literal tower but in their own tower of their 
autonomy that they outlaw God, and make their own way. Whether it is through idols, cults, 
religion, traditions, works, or just doing good; man has always been on his own path of destruction 
with no exit in sight until God intervenes. 
 
     These men were in blatant disobedience of God, who wanted man to spread out to be fruitful, 
multiply and replenish the earth, not to stay in one location.  
 
Genesis 9:1 
 
1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth. 
 
Genesis 9:7 
 
7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 
 
     Remember, thus far we have learned that in every dispensation that God judges, God comes 
down and that the dispensation ends in God’s judgment because of the failure of the fallen creature. 
 
Genesis 11:5-6 

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 

6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to 
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 
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     God slowed down the advancement of man’s sin by pronouncing judgment on the one language. 
It is by the Grace of God another massive worldwide judgment was not sent upon man because just 
five generations before this, God had destroyed the entire world by flood because it reached a level 
of total rebellion against Him and it was heading in the same direction again.  
 
     Our God is Sovereign and He has every right to do the same thing again, but He does not give man 
justice He bestows mercy, even through judgment.  
 
Romans 9:14-15 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

     If the LORD God had allowed them to remain together, they would have deteriorated to a total 
level of wickedness, which would have ruined all the people.  
 
Genesis 11:7 
 
7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one 
another's speech. 
 
     Bible doubters of the Trinity hate this verse as well as Genesis 1:26; but who is God talking to 
when He says let us go down? He is speaking of the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Genesis 11:8-9 

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build 
the city. 

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the 
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

     God’s solution was to “confound or confuse” their language. The word “confuse” means God 
mixed up their speech so they could not understand each other. They were confounded or confused 
so now their former friends and family members could not be understood or comprehended. 
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     The ability to understand is a gracious gift from God and God can, at any moment, confuse a 
person so that he or she cannot understand wonderful things of God. God is the author of all 
knowledge and wisdom, through His Sovereignty at any moment to He can cause confusion among 
that which He wills, as Paul tells us in Romans. 
 
Romans 1:28-32 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

     The rest of our chapter tonight deals with the genealogy of the line of Shem. The middle son of 
Noah and always the first listed in the lines when speaking of the three sons together. 
 
     We see how that Japheth is always listed last because of the prophetic curse of the lines given by 
God that would be fulfilled in the last days. Yet the Bible records Japheth as the oldest son of Noah 
as stated in Genesis 10:21 - Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of 
Japheth the elder, even to him were children born. If Japheth was the elder and Noah started having 
his children at the age of 500, then this means that Noah was 500 years old when Japheth was born. 
 
     We also have learned from the Scriptures that Ham was the youngest son of Noah. This is 
recorded in Genesis 9:24 - And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done 
unto him. To the best of my knowledge there is no way to determine Noah’s age at the birth of Ham, 
we only know for a fact he was the last one born of the three. 
 
 


