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True Faith is Faith that Works

James 2:14-26

True life in the body is evidenced by breath. True faith in the 

heart is evidenced by works.

I. Claims that are _______________ (14)

II. Compassion that _______________ (15-17)

III. Confession that is _______________ (18–20)

IV. Case studies that are _______________ (21-26)

A. Abraham’s real _______________ (21-24)

B. Rahab’s real _______________ (25)

C. Anybody’s real _______________ (26)

Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be 

born anew of God. It kills the old Adam and makes altogether 

different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and 

it brings with it the Holy Spirit.

Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so 

it is impossible for it not to do good works incessantly. It does 

not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the 

question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the 

doing of them.

He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes 

and looks about after faith and good works and knows neither 

what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and 

talks, with many words about faith and good works.

Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and 

certain that a man would stake his life on it a thousand times. 

This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes 

men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all His 

creatures.

And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is 

ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to everyone, 

to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to 

God, who has shown him this grace.

And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite 

as impossible as to separate burning and shining from fire. 

Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle 

talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about 

faith and good works, and yet are the greatest fools.

Therefore, pray to God to work faith in you. Else you will 

remain forever without faith, whatever you think or do.


