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The Purpose, Climate and Power of Fruit Bearing

John 15

Prayer:  Father, I just again, I thank you and praise you fo r your 

goodness.  I thank you for the cross.  I thank you for the 

opportunity that we have once a month to look into what it is 

you've done at the cross, how you have gifted us th rough the cross.  

And Lord, this morning once again I just continue t o pray for the 

presence of your Holy Spirit.  Father, it 's your Sp irit alone that 

can make these words of your word make sense, and s o we pray for 

that Spirit, we pray that you would give us the abi lity to make 

this of lasting value and I pray this in Jesus' nam e.  

Well again, this is the first Sunday of the month, again the Sunday 

that we remember Jesus Christ and his cross.  And J esus on the 

night before he died, he met with his disciples and  for the last 

time, he celebrated a Passover supper with them.  T his is from 

Matthew 26:26-29 .  It says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it t o the disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he too k a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying , "Drink of it, 



all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, w hich is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell y ou I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that da y when I drink 

it new with you in my Father's kingdom."   Jesus took bread and he 

took wine and he offered them up as symbols of his flesh and his 

blood, and then he asked his disciples to eat the b read and to 

drink the cup in order to symbolically eat his fles h and 

symbolically drink his blood.  And then he asked th em to remember 

that sacrifice on a regular basis, and that's what we call the 

Lord's table.  And we celebrate it once a month and  we do that by 

meditating on what the Lord Jesus Christ has done f or us on the 

cross, by examining ourselves, that's asking God's Holy Spirit to 

convict us of sin, by confessing our sin and then b y participating 

in the elements.  John 6:53  says this:  So Jesus said to them, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the fle sh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you."   

Well, you probably know we've been following the li fe of Jesus, and 

we've made it so far to the 15th chapter of the gos pel of John.  

And Jesus is now at the point where he's going away .  His time as 

his disciple's teacher is coming to an end and he's  beginning to 

prepare for his sacrifice.  And chapter 15 starts o ut speaking 

about the importance of bearing fruit and then it t ransitions into 

the hatred that Jesus himself bore, and the hatred that the 
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disciples were going to bear by identifying with hi m and then 

finally the chapter ends with the promise of the co mforter who's 

going to come after Jesus finally leaves them.  In essence the 

chapter is all about fruit and fruit bearing.  And as I said, it 

starts out by speaking about the purpose of fruit b earing and then 

it shifts to the climate that produces this fruit a nd then finally 

to the power that enables fruit bearing in the firs t place.  You 

have the purpose of fruit, the climate that produce s fruit and the 

power that produces that fruit.  

Now we've spent a number of messages already speaki ng about the 

purpose of fruit bearing and I think it's pretty cl ear that fruit 

bearing is all about the glory of God.  John 15:8  says:  "By this 

my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit an d so prove to be 

my disciples."   One of the things that I don't know that we 

emphasize enough is just what we're talking about t hough when we 

use this word "glory."  The fruit that we bear to g lorify God is 

what we've seen many, many times in Galatians 5:22,  it 's love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control.  And you've heard of me speak about t hese things 

many, many different times, and I've often said tha t these are the 

nine characteristics that make up the loveliness of  Christ and that 

God is determined to grow that fruit, that loveline ss in you and 

me.  I want to explore this morning the question of  why.  Why is it 
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that God is calling on us to do this?  And the simp le answer is 

that it's so we could glorify our creator by displa ying these 

fruits.  Now for some folks, that really is a point  of stumbling.  

They wonder why is it that God seeks glory from me?   John Piper 

points out that the idea of God jealously pursuing his own glory 

through us is what drove both Oprah Winfrey and Bra d Pitt from the 

gospel.  He says this, he says:  "Oprah walked away  from orthodox 

Christianity when she was about 27 because of the b iblical teaching 

that God is jealous -- he demands that he and no on e else gets our 

highest allegiance and affection.  It didn't sound loving to her.  

Brad Pitt turned away from his boyhood faith, he sa ys, because God 

says, "You have to say that I'm the best.  It seeme d to be about 

ego."  Well, neither Oprah nor Brad Pitt got what G od was after in 

pursuing his own glory through us.  And maybe you h ave a hard time 

with this as well.  And so I want to ask the questi on why does God 

appear to be constantly pursuing his own glory?  An d first we have 

to understand that God does everything according to  the standards 

of his perfection and that means nothing is done by  God for one 

single set purpose such as his glory alone.  There are multiple 

reasons why God does everything and that includes h is glory but it 

also includes benefits to us.  This is a deep topic  and it's very 

easy to get stuck in the weeds here but I think one  simple answer 

as to why God pursues his glory through us is becau se we are the 

ultimate beneficiaries of that glory.  You see, we are creatures 
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designed by God to find our greatest joy and deepes t pleasure by 

offering praise.  That's just the way God designed us, and that is 

our ultimate purpose.  You see, the glory of a crea ture, of any 

creature lies in its capturing the essence of what it was designed 

for.  You know, we can look at all kinds of creatur es and we look 

at creatures in their glory and we recognize that's  when they are 

doing exactly what it is they were designed to do, at the very peak 

of what that means.  You know, an eagle soaring is a creature 

that's in its glory.  So is a great white shark whe n it is on the 

hunt.  

You know, I love to watch the Discovery Channel.  T hey usually 

feature this clip when they're advertising Shark We ek, they show 

this clip of a 3500 pound 14-foot great white shark  leaping high 

out of the water.  In fact, rather than try to disp lay it or speak 

of it, I have it cued up, I think.  Do you have tha t?  I mean, 

you've probably seen that commercial.  And what tha t shows is that 

-- can you go?  (Video playing)  That's a creature in its glory.  

And what they had to do in order to get it, they fi lmed that with a 

high speed camera and they slowed it down tremendou sly so you can 

see exactly the power and the grace of this creatur e literally at 

the height of its glory.  You know, and they spoke about how 

difficult it was getting that shot.  They had to to w a decoy behind 

a boat and they had to have a cameraman with his fa ce in the water 
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for hours and hours just hoping to get the right sh ot.  And when 

they finally did, they're all standing there pumpin g their fists 

and jumping up and down because they knew, they kne w they had 

captured an apex predator at the height of its glor y doing 

precisely what it was designed to do with an incred ible sense of 

power and grace and beauty.  

Now in contrast to that, I remember a photograph I once saw of a 

great white shark that had been caught off the coas t of Montauk.  

It was an even bigger creature.  It was huge, a 17- footer, but it 

was lifted up by its tail and hauled on a -- it was  a backhoe 

holding it on a dock and because sharks are animals  that are 

designed to have their internal organs supported by  the water, all 

of its internal organs had slid forward, and so it was this hugely 

bulging belly and it was twisted, and it was distor ted and it 

barely resembled the creature that I knew that it o nce was.  And so 

I see this grotesque contrast.  You have the glory of this high 

speed video from Discovery and then we compare that  to a picture of 

a distorted, twisted, bloated, very dead creature i n which there's 

no glory at all.  And we conclude that seeing a car cass twisted 

into a caricature of what it 's supposed to be is no t glorious and 

that the glory comes from seeing the creature doing  what it was 

designed to do.  
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We know that God's creatures often demonstrate thei r purpose by 

virtue of their design.  You can look at a shark an d you can say, 

well, that's a creature that's designed to swim.  Y ou can look at 

an eagle, you can say clearly this creature is desi gned to fly.  

You can look at a cheetah and say it's designed for  speed.  But 

when you look at a human being, you have to ask you rself, okay, 

what was he or she designed for?  What is their pur pose?  Well, we 

were designed for praise.  And we, too, have a uniq ue glory 

associated with us.  It's a glory far higher than a n eagle or a 

great white shark.  You see, we were created to rea ch our highest 

creaturely glory when we worship the God who create d us.  God 

created sharks as apex predators.  He created human  beings as apex 

worshipers.  When we're offering up God's praise an d worship, we 

are fulfill ing precisely what we were designed for.   Like an eagle 

soaring or a great white shark leaping out of the w ater, we're 

doing precisely what God intended us to do because we are creatures 

created to bring glory to our Creator.  

Now Jesus told the disciples in our text this morni ng that fruit 

bearing is the way that we do this.  In John 15:8  he said:  "By 

this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fru it and so prove 

to be my disciples."   He went on to say that those to whom the 

gospel makes sense are those who have been chosen b y God for the 

express purpose of bearing that fruit.  And God say s that he's the 

7



one that does the choosing.  He says in John 15:16, he says:  "You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed yo u that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should  abide, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give  it to you."   

So this brings us back to the question, so why is o ur giving glory 

to God a gift from God to us?  I mean why isn't it the other way 

around?  Well, the answer to that question lies in understanding 

the role of an eagle or of a great white shark when  its behavior is 

gloriously on display.  You know, if you could actu ally sit down 

and speak to an eagle or speak to a great white sha rk and ask them 

what's the high point of your existence?  My guess is they would 

tell you it's when they are at their most glorious,  when they are 

doing exactly what they were designed to do to the very fullest 

extent of their abilities.  Well, would it not then  follow that our 

greatest joy, that our deepest pleasure would be in  doing exactly 

what we were designed for?  And we were designed fo r praise.  This 

is how God puts it in Ephesians 1:11-12 , he says:  In him we have 

obtained an inheritance, having been predestined ac cording to the 

purpose of him who works all things according to th e counsel of his 

will, so that we who were the first to hope in Chri st might be to 

the praise of his glory.   See, you and I were designed to be to the 

praise of his glory.  And because of that, God is d etermined to 

point the crown of his creation to the greatest goo d and the 
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highest honor there is in existence.  And so we ask , who or what is 

that?  Well, who do you think?  That's got to be Go d.  You know, if 

God were to direct our worship to anything else but  himself, that 

in fact would be God.  Do you see that?  Do you see  the problem 

that God has?  God is determined to pursue what is best.  He just 

happens to be what is best.  And so he's determined  to bless us 

with himself at the risk of sounding like he someho w needs our 

approval.  He does not.  

C.S. Lewis wrote in Reflections on the Psalms  this, he said:  "The 

miserable idea that God should in any sense need, o r crave for, our 

worship like a vain woman wanting compliments, or a  vain author 

presenting his new books to people who never met or  heard him, is 

implicitly answered by the words 'If I be hungry I will not tell 

thee.'  (Psalm 50)  Even if such an absurd Deity co uld be 

conceived, He would hardly come to us, the lowest o f rational 

creatures, to gratify His appetite.  I don't want m y dog to bark 

approval of my books."  Furthermore God says in Acts 17:24 , he 

says:  The God who made the world and everything in it, b eing Lord 

of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he needed anyth ing, since he 

himself gives to all mankind life and breath and ev erything.   So 

what we have here is we understand that the reason why God insists 

on our worship is for our sake.  It 's not for his.  We need to 
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worship him far more than he has any need whatsoeve r of our worship 

because we were designed for praise.  Again, C.S. L ewis brill iantly 

points this out.  Listen to what he says.  He says:   "The most 

obvious fact about praise -- whether of God or any thing -- 

strangely escaped me.  I thought of it in terms of compliment, 

approval, or the giving of honor.  I had never noti ced that all 

enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise" -- I  need to repeat 

that.  "All enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise unless 

shyness or the fear of boring others is deliberatel y brought in to 

check it.  The world rings with praise -- lovers pr aising their 

mistresses, readers their favorite poet, walkers pr aising the 

countryside.  I had not noticed how the humblest, a nd at the same 

time most balanced and capacious" -- that's open --  "minds, praised 

most, while the cranks, misfits and malcontents pra ised least.  I 

had not noticed either that just as men spontaneous ly praise 

whatever they value, so they spontaneously urge us to join them in 

praising it:  'Isn't she lovely?  Wasn't it gloriou s?  Don't you 

think that magnificent?'  I think we delight to pra ise what we 

enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but c ompletes the 

enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation.  It is  not out of 

compliment that lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful 

they are; the delight is incomplete til l it is expr essed."

We're the only creatures on the entire planet who e xperience the 
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pleasure of praise.  Let's say you went to a restau rant and you got 

the best steak that you had ever tasted.  One of th e first things 

you would want to do is to share that experience wi th the person 

that you're there with.  You would say, "Oh, you've  got to try 

this.  This is incredible."  I mean isn't that exac tly what we 

would do?  And we say that because our pleasure in the steak is 

increased by our ability to praise it.  Like I said , there's no 

other creature on the planet that's designed that w ay.  My 

household has increased in one population.  I now h ave three dogs.  

We have Bella, Beanie and Eli.  So let's say I brou ght home that 

very same steak.  Okay.  I brought home that steak and I tossed it 

to Bella and Bella's eating away.  And let's say Be lla's 

experiencing the best steak she has ever, ever had.   How interested 

in praising that steak by sharing it with Beanie an d Eli do you 

think Bella is?  I can hear the growls already.  Yo u see, dogs have 

no capacity or desire to praise something to enjoy it.  It 's 

something uniquely human, and that's because we alo ne were designed 

for that unique pleasure because we were designed f or praise and 

worship.  

Again, let me put this in terms of sport.  I don't want to turn 

this into sports center but I was going to talk abo ut Odell 

Beckham's catch which was a catch that a football p layer made a 

couple years ago.  Just -- it's much simpler for me  to just show 
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it, what it consisted of.  Okay?  This was a catch from a football 

player.  Okay.  Simple as that.  (video playing)  O kay.  That's 

good.  Now, he made that catch, Mr. Beckham, just a  football 

player, he made that catch a few years back.  I hap pened to be 

watching the game while he made that.  I turned to Janice and said, 

"That's the best catch I've ever seen in my life."  What was 

interesting to me was my phone started lighting up with texts and 

it was texts from my kids and they were affirming e xactly what I 

had just said.  Now my kids were not trying to give  me any 

information.  They knew I was watching the same gam e that they were 

watching, although they were on the other side of t he country, but 

what they were really doing was they were increasin g their pleasure 

of having seen this glorious thing by praising it.  Only humans do 

that.  Nobody else does that.  And that's an incred ible thing that 

is limited just to us.  I've said the same thing ab out seeing a 

mountain sunset.  If you're in the dessert of Arizo na and you see 

this incredible mountain sunset and you're walking down in there, 

how much more would your pleasure at seeing that be  increased if 

you simply had someone to say, "Check that out."  T hat would be 

wonderful to see it by yourself but seeing it with somebody else 

makes it uniquely different.  We are creatures desi gned to seek out 

the pleasure of praise.  And far greater than any s unset or catch 

or creature is the source of ultimate glory which i s God.  And so 

it follows that our peak experience as humans comes  from glorifying 
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God.  John Piper has created what's almost become a  Christian 

mantra and it's rooted in this exact truth.  He say s this:  "God is 

most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him."  That's 

our purpose in praising.  It 's God's glory and our deep 

satisfaction.  

Now the second part of John 15 is one in which Jesu s discusses the 

climate in which that fruit that glorifies God is p roduced.  Now 

I'm a gardener and I also grow fruit trees, so I ge t lots and lots 

of catalogs from all over the country.  And so you might know if 

you're looking to buy a fruit tree, they'll usually  give you a 

climate map to tell you what's the most appropriate  tree for your 

climate.  If you live in Florida, you're not going to be growing 

apples because apples require a certain amount of c old days in 

order to produce good apples, and in order to produ ce the best 

peaches, what state would you probably be in?  Flor ida, Georgia, 

any of those states down south.  The point is there  is a climate 

that best produces different of fruits.  Jesus spen ds most of the 

middle of chapter 15 talking about the climate that  produces fruit 

in human beings, but it's not an easy climate at al l.  This is what 

Jesus says in John 15:18-21, he says:  "If the world hates you, 

know that it has hated me before it hated you.  If you were of the 

world, the world would love you as its own; but bec ause you are not 

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, the refore the world 
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hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you:  'A servant is 

not greater than his master.'  If they persecuted m e, they will 

also persecute you.  If they kept my word, they wil l also keep 

yours.  But all these things they will do to you on  account of my 

name, because they do not know him who sent me."   Well, Jesus is 

telling us that the best climate for fruit producti on, for the kind 

of fruit that really matters to human beings is a c limate where 

hostility towards Jesus Christ and his gospel is si mply a given.  

Jesus stepped into a world that he knew would hate him for who he 

was, and now he's telling the disciples and through  the disciples 

he's telling us that we now need to assume that rol e in his place.  

We know that many of our brothers and sisters overs eas experience 

loss of liberty, loss of life because they identify  with the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We also know that that persecution h as never been an 

issue in our country since its founding.  But that doesn't mean 

that the same visceral hatred for who Christ is in our country is 

not there.  It just means we've been protected by o ur constitution 

and our history and our culture.  Just last week I was looking at 

it in the news.  They were talking about a town mee ting that took 

place in Louisiana.  And you could tell there was l ots and lots of 

tension in the room.  The blue folks were going aft er the red 

folks.  And they opened up the meeting as they alwa ys do.  This is 

Louisiana, it 's down south.  They opened up the mee ting by asking a 

pastor to open it with a prayer.  Instantly people started booing.  
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And you could see and sense the hostility.  And the y're booing and 

they're hollering as the pastor is trying to pray.  But then the 

pastor had the gall to end his prayer by saying:  " And I pray this 

in Jesus' name," and the entire room just erupts in  jeers.  At that 

name the crowd erupted in anger.  You know, that ki nd of scene just 

gives you a taste of what lies unconsciously in the  gut feelings of 

every single one who is outside the kingdom.  

You know, we tend to think there are all different kinds of groups 

in the world.  Basically there's three, there's the  committed 

Christians, there's the committed atheists, and the n there's this 

vast ocean of folks who are in between somewhere wh o are neutral, 

they don't really care one way or another.  Well, t his third class 

of citizen that perceives themselves as neutral in the battle 

between the forces of light and darkness may see th emselves as 

neutral but I can tell you this much, God does not.   As far as God 

is concerned, you are a child of the kingdom or you  are an enemy of 

the kingdom.  There's no middle ground.  This is ho w God describes 

every single one of us when we were still thinking that we were 

part of that huge ocean of undecideds.  He says thi s in Ephesians 

2.  He says:  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in whi ch 

you once walked, following the course of this world , following the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 

the sons of disobedience -- among whom we all once lived in the 
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passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like th e rest of 

mankind.   These are God's words.  These are not mine.  And what 

he's saying is, what he's really pointing out to is  this is where 

the climate of hostility comes from.  We're all l ik e this.  This is 

the way we all start out.  He describes it starting  out as a 

natural state like children of wrath.  He says you were all 

children of wrath like the rest of mankind.  There' s no neutrality 

there.  Says you're born following the prince of th e power of the 

air, the spirit that's at work in the sons of disob edience.  That's 

where everybody who is outside of the kingdom is.  Thank God it 

doesn't end there.  God goes on to say in verse 4:  But God, being 

rich in mercy, because of the great love with which  he loved us, 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us a live together 

with Christ -- by grace you have been saved.   What God is telling 

us here is that he reached into that ocean of hosti lity and he 

grabbed you and he yanked you out.  And by grace yo u have been 

saved.  By grace every one of us has been saved and  so we praise 

God for that.  But understand something, what Jesus  was calling his 

disciples to, what that climate is that produces th is fruit is a 

base level of hostility to the gospel seldom expres sed but always 

there.  And if you doubt that, consider, consider t he following 

topics for discussion in a mixed group.  Consider t he topic of 

sports or movies or the weather or politics or the lordship of 

16



Jesus Christ.  You know one of those topics is toxi c.  You know one 

of those topics is absolutely verboten.  And Jesus understood that 

perfectly because the climate he operated in was on e of unrelenting 

hostility.  Again, this is what he said in John 15.  He said:  "But 

all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because 

they do not know him who sent me.  If I had not com e and spoken to 

them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but n ow they have no 

excuse for their sin.  Whoever hates me hates my Fa ther also.  If I 

had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would 

not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and ha ted both me and 

my Father.  But the word that is written in their l aw must be 

fulfil led:  'They hated me without a cause.'"   

See, Jesus understood and we need to understand tha t the climate 

that God has allowed the gospel to thrive in is als o one and the 

same with hostility.  Love, joy, peace, patience, k indness, 

goodness, meekness, gentleness, self-control, they' re all best 

expressed in a climate of hostility.  Just like app les need a 

certain amount of frigid days to develop properly, so too we find 

that the fruit of the spirit grows best in the frig id arena of a 

Godless climate.  And Jesus spent most of chapter 1 5 preparing his 

disciples to live and operate in that kind of a cli mate.  And yet 

we find when push comes to shove that much of his t raining went 

right out the window.  I mean, in spite of the fact  that he warned 
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them way before time that his death was imminent an d that he told 

them specifically and exactly how it would take pla ce, that he 

would be arrested, that he would be tried, that he would be 

crucified and then would rise, he still had to witn ess their 

abandonment.  He even predicted it.  He said in John 16:32:  

"Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, wh en you will be 

scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone."   What 

happened is the disciples saw that hostility ripped  open, they saw 

it exposed and it terrified them and they did indee d scatter.  They 

left Jesus alone and abandoned in his deepest hour of need, but 

even though Jesus knew they would scatter, he was s till thinking of 

them.  This is what he said in John 15:26 , he said:  "But when the 

Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Fath er, the Spirit 

of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bea r witness about 

me.  And you also will bear witness, because you ha ve been with me 

from the beginning."   

As the elders begin to distribute the bread, I want  us to consider 

the love of Jesus.  Hated without a cause, stepping  into his own 

execution and yet determined to bless those who wer e about to 

abandon him.  We need also to consider this morning  that God gives 

about communion itself.  This is in 1 Corinthians 11:28-32.  It 

says:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f the 

bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and dr inks in an 
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unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself , not discerning 

the Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and  sick among you, 

and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, w e would not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   I repeat this warning each 

time.  I said communion is extremely serious busine ss and if you 

enter into it in an unworthy manner, you are courti ng disaster.  If 

you're not absolutely confident that you are a chil d of the King, 

if you haven't by faith trusted Christ as your Savi or, or if you 

first need to be reconciled to your brother and sis ter before you 

bring your sacrifice to the altar, then just don't participate as 

the elements come along.  I often said no one's goi ng to think 

you're strange, nobody's going to think there's som ething wrong 

with you, they may in fact see you as wise.  But on  the other hand, 

I often point out as well that we can make the mist ake of thinking 

that unless I am absolutely flawless and spotless, I'm unworthy to 

receive communion and that, too, is a mistake.  You  see, being a 

child of the King doesn't mean that we don't sin, i t doesn't mean 

that we never fail.  What it means is that we recog nize that 

salvation is a gift that no one has ever been able to earn because 

it's impossible to earn and no one ever gets to hea ven by "being 

good."  I quote this each month, this is Dane Ortlu nd, he says:  

"In the kingdom of God, the one thing that qualifie s you is knowing 

that you don't qualify, and the one thing that disq ualifies you is 
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thinking that you do."  It also means that when we fail, we're 

aware that we fail.  And there's a reason why we're  aware that we 

fail and it has to do with what we're speaking abou t today.  We 

have the Holy Spirit of God living within us.  And when we fail, we 

understand and we grieve as children who know that we have a Father 

who longs to forgive and cleanse us.  God says in 1 John 1:9:  If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for give us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   Being a child of the 

King doesn't mean that we are sinless.  It means th at we understand 

that when we sin, we have an advocate with the Fath er, someone 

speaking in heaven on our behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear 

children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if 

anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Fath er -- Jesus 

Christ, the righteous one.   And so because we understand that we 

have Jesus's own righteousness and not ours, we are  therefore then 

free to eat from his table.  So if you love your Lo rd, don't deny 

yourself the privilege that Jesus purchased for you .  He lived the 

life that we were supposed to live and then he died  the death we 

all deserve to die so that we could be made worthy of heaven.  So 

this morning as you receive the elements, just paus e for a moment 

and take a few moments to ask yourself, do I really  understand what 

it is I was designed for?  And am I able to recogni ze the climate, 

the climate for fruit bearing is a climate of compl ete hostility 

and how do I react and respond to that?  Just think  on that for a 
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few moments.  

1 Corinthians the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse says  this:  "For I 

received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, 'This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.'"   So take, and eat.  

Will the elders begin distributing the cup.  We're now at the end 

of chapter 15, and Jesus ends this chapter with thi s statement in 

John 15:26-27, he says:  "But when the Helper comes, whom I will 

send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, w ho proceeds from 

the Father, he will bear witness about me.  And you  also will bear 

witness, because you have been with me from the beg inning."   Now at 

this stage, the disciples couldn't have had the sli ghtest clue what 

Jesus was talking about.  I mean we know because th e scriptures 

instruct us that Jesus was telling the disciples th at God himself 

in the form of the Holy Spirit was going to take th e place of Jesus 

once Jesus departed.  And we often think what must it have been 

like to have actually been with Jesus?  What must i t have been like 

to have God in the flesh walking beside you, somebo dy you could 

speak to, somebody that you can inquire of?  Well, the one thing 

that we've seen over these last few chapters is tha t even though 

the disciples had Jesus physically right there with  them for three 
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whole years, we know that after three whole years, they had a 

stunning level of cluelessness about who he was and  what his 

purpose on earth was all about.  I mean even after three years.  

If you remember a few weeks back we were looking at  chapter 14, and 

we'd come across this incident of Philip asking Jes us to show him 

and the rest of the disciples who God was.  This is  John 14:8 , it 

says:  Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is 

enough for us."  Jesus said to him, "Have I been wi th you so long, 

and you still do not know me, Philip?  Whoever has seen me has seen 

the Father.  How can you say, 'Show us the Father?' "   I 've said I 

pictured Jesus doing face plant after face plant, j ust doing one of 

these kinds of things, saying, I just don't believe  this.  Three 

years.  The whole point of Jesus's ministry was to show the world 

in general and the disciples in particular who the Father was.  And 

Philip after three years of in Jesus's presence, we ll, he 

demonstrates by his question that he knows next to nothing.  Well, 

Jesus's answer to Philip's profound ignorance was t he same back 

then as it is now in chapter 15 as he's about to de part, he tells 

Philip and his disciples, this is back in John 14, he says:  "I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another H elper, to be 

with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom th e world cannot 

receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.   You know him, 

for he dwells with you and will be in you."   Jesus is basically 
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telling the disciples after this incredibly disappo inting question 

that Philip raises, he's telling the disciples actu ally I've got 

something better for you than my physical presence.   He goes on to 

say that specifically in John 16:7, he says:  "Nevertheless, I tell 

you the truth:  It is to your advantage that I go a way, for if I do 

not go away, the Helper will not come to you.  But if I go, I will 

send him to you."   

What can possibly be better than God living with yo u, God walking 

every journey with you, God being able to talk to y ou, you being 

able to inquire of him?  What could be better than that?  Well, we 

ask what took Philip from being this incredibly clu eless disciple 

to what we see of Philip in Acts 8:5  where he's boldly declaring 

the gospel?  It says this, says:  Philip went down to the city of 

Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  And the  crowds with one 

accord paid attention to what was being said by Phi lip, when they 

heard him and saw the signs that he did.  For uncle an spirits, 

crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and 

many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.  So th ere was much joy 

in that city.   We wonder what took Peter from the cowardice of 

denying Jesus three times to boldly proclaiming the  gospel along 

with John to the very people responsible for crucif ying Christ.  

How did these scattered, terrified nobodies become the very core of 

a faith that now numbers 2.2 bill ion people?  Well,  what Jesus had 
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promised the disciples as being a greater advantage  than his 

physical presence was that God himself would come a nd take up 

residence in every one of his children.  Jesus was a physical 

presence but he was outside of the disciples, he wa s in his own 

flesh.  Well, the Holy Spirit is God himself in the  spirit 

l iterally coming to live inside you.  1 Corinthians 6:19  says:  Or 

do you not know that your body is the temple of the  Holy Spirit who 

is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For 

you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God i n your body and 

in your spirit, which are God's.   You know what God is saying, in 

the Old Testament he lived in a temple that was mad e of stone and 

of wood.  And he's saying in this the New Testament , God now lives 

in living stones, in human beings.  He says you are  a living temple 

made up of living stones.  I don't live in this old  building made 

out of stone and wood, I live inside you.  

So Jesus in this chapter is telling us three differ ent things.  

He's told us that the point of fruit bearing is to bring glory to 

God and that glory and worship is exactly what we w ere created for.  

He's told us secondly that the best climate for fru it bearing is 

one of unremitting hostility.  Jesus saw it constan tly and he told 

us that we were to identify with him, and the more that we 

identified with him, the more we could expect that same kind of 

hostility.  But thirdly, he told the disciples to w ait.  He told 
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them to wait for the Comforter, the Spirit who woul d enter them and 

give them a direct connection to the unlimited powe r of God 

himself.  We have so much untapped potential in eac h of us as 

believers in Christ because God literally lives ins ide us.  We're 

going to be spending some considerable time on the role of the Holy 

Spirit within us because that's where Jesus is lead ing us next. 

And so the question we want to deal with this morni ng is the 

question that Romans 8 raises.  This is Romans 8:9.  It says:  But 

you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if  -- and this is a 

gigantic "if," a critical "if," the most important "if" you will 

ever come across -- if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Now 

if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is  not his.   

Here's the most important question you will ever as k yourself.  Is 

the Spirit of Christ living within me?  This is com munion, this is 

a time for self-examination.  God says very, very c learly if 

there's no spirit, there is no life.  If the Spirit  of Christ is 

not inside you, you are not one of his.  But here's  the good news.  

God says if you seek, you will find.  And if he's c onvicting you 

here and now that that spirit is not inside you, al l you have to do 

is ask.  All you have to do is say, God, I have bee n convicted, 

your Spirit does not live within me and welcome tha t spirit within 

and ask Christ to be your Savior.  
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I want to leave you with these thoughts about the H oly Spirit from 

Francis Chan, and I'll tell you why I even raise th e question, he 

kind of explains why.  In his book Forgotten God, he says this:  

"This is the question I just can't get around:  If it's true that 

the Spirit of God dwells in us and that our bodies are the Holy 

Spirit 's temple, then shouldn't there be a huge dif ference between 

the person who has the Spirit of God living inside of him or her 

and the person who does not?  This may be a silly i l lustration, but 

if I told you that I had an encounter with God wher e he entered my 

body and gave me a supernatural ability to play bas ketball, 

wouldn't you expect to see an amazing improvement i n my jump shot, 

my defense, and my speed on the court?  After all, this is God 

we're talking about.  And if you saw no change in m y athleticism, 

wouldn't you question the validity of my "encounter "?  Churchgoers 

all across the nation say the Holy Spirit has enter ed them.  They 

claim that God has given them a supernatural abilit y to follow 

Christ, put their sin to death, and serve the churc h.  Christians 

talk about being born again and say that they were dead but now 

they have come to life.  We have become hardened to  those words, 

but they are powerful words that have significant m eaning.  Yet 

when those outside the church see no difference in our lives, they 

begin to question our integrity, our sanity, or eve n worse, our 

God.  And can you blame them?"  So to reiterate the  question:  Does 

your life demonstrate the power of the Holy Spirit within you?  
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Take a moment to ponder that.  

1 Corinthians the 11th chapter, the 25th verse says :  In the same 

manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, " This cup is the 

new covenant in My blood.  This do, as often as you  drink it, in 

remembrance of Me."   So take, and drink.  

This is the part that I call heads, heart and feet,  where we try to 

express some practical application of what it means  to remember 

Jesus Christ.  And we've spoken at length about fru it production 

and Jesus spoke about fruit production.  He said th is in Matthew 7.  

He said:  "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a b ad 

tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 

bad tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not  bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Therefore by  their fruits 

you will know them."   Just to continue the analogy, where on a tree 

do you think the best fruit grows?  You know, if yo u look at a 

typical fruit tree, there's this very, very safe ki nd of dark place 

right next to the trunk that the fruit can grow in,  or there's this 

scary kind of place out there at the last branches where the fruits 

in the wind and it's in the elements, and predators  ask come by and 

swipe it, where do you think the best place to grow  the fruit is?  

That's right.  Way out there in the scary places.  You know, Jesus 

said I'm going to send you the Comforter.  And just  to continue the 
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same idea of fruit bearing and fruit production, he  talks about 

grafting us, Paul talks about grafting us into the tree.  Jesus 

says I am the vine, you are the branches.  He says you are locked 

in, you are connected to God himself.  And so one o f the things I 

think of in terms of potential is we are constantly  pushed back by 

being afraid, we are constantly being pushed back b y thinking this 

is too scary.  What am I going to do?  I'm not equi pped enough, I'm 

not smart enough, I'm not clever enough, I don't wa nt somebody to 

think less of me and so we back away.  And what God  is saying is 

you have to understand that you are tapped in to me .  I l ive inside 

you.  And I think one of the things that keeps us a way from an 

experience of God that is real is our fear, our fea r of risk.  

You know, one of the things that David Chan was -- or that Francis 

Chan was speaking about in his book, he talked abou t having lunch 

with one of the -- I don't know if you remember thi s, but back in 

2007 there were 23 missionaries from Korea who were  kidnapped by 

the Taliban in Afghanistan.  They executed two of t hem and they -- 

they were together, at one point there was 23 of th em that were 

together, it was actually the last night that they were all 

together, they split them all up afterwards.  But w hile they were 

together they had a portion of scripture they divid ed into 23 

different pieces and each of them memorized and hel d on to that as 

if their very lives depended on it.  And while they  were there, 
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they individually said, "We are here for Christ's s ake" and they 

each gave their lives anew knowing this was serious , they had 

already killed two of them.  They wound up having a n argument, if 

they were going to ask for volunteers, who would ge t to give up his 

life first.  And then they came back, they were rel eased.  They 

came back and he was speaking to this man who had b een back in 

Korea a number of months, and he was saying, "As ha rd as it is to 

imagine this, I wish I was back there."  Of course we think how in 

the world could you want -- I mean, your life could  end in a 

moment.  You're a captive, you're a captive by thes e brutal, awful, 

terrible people.  And I go back to this book The Insanity of God  

and in The Insanity of God  is basically dealing with people who are 

under this kind of incredible stress.  These are pe ople who are 

being persecuted, who at any moment can lose their liberty, 

certainly could lose their life.  And they're being  dogged and 

these are people who have lost everything in some c ases and yet 

they consider themselves to be blessed.  And I said  they look at 

themselves under all of this pressure, under all of  this terrible 

stuff, living lives of deprivation, starving, not b eing able to 

have food and they look at themselves as blessed an d us as 

desperately in need of a blessing.  Their point is we have the 

living God right here, we can sense him, we can fee l him in a way 

that you could never even imagine.  What do you hav e?  You got 

Wal-Mart.  Is that what we want?  You see, what I h ear God saying 
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to us is that if you want to experience God as a re al presence in 

your life, you got to take some risks.  You know, i f you want life 

to be incredibly safe, if you want to be that piece  of fruit that's 

right next to the trunk and it's nice and shady, yo u're never going 

to get shook and you're never going to get nailed w ith a predator, 

you're going to have a relationship not with God bu t with religion.  

And you can say I go to church every week and we ta lk about God and 

do God stuff and that's nice, but you're never goin g to see the 

living God until you're in a place when you say, "G od, if you don't 

come through for me right now, I am in deep stuff."   Why is it the 

people who are thrust into that circumstance say it  is so precious, 

it is so wonderful that as difficult and as terribl e as that is, I 

prefer that, because they sense and they see and th ey know the 

living God.  What God is telling us in this chapter , he said you 

were designed to praise and worship me.  I am the c enter of your 

universe.  That's the way you are.  You know, shark s are designed 

to hunt and birds and eagles are designed to soar, but we're 

designed to praise and worship.  And if you don't h ave a personal 

relationship with that God, if you don't ever take any risks to 

find out that he really is real, it 's really just a  bunch of words 

written on a piece of paper.  That doesn't do anyth ing for anybody.  

And so my challenge to us this morning is, look, I' m not saying you 

got to go over to Afghanistan and just volunteer as  a missionary, 
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but you do have to start saying, "I'm willing to ta ke some risks."  

If you want to see God in your life, if you don't w ant to have 

religion but a relationship with the real living Go d, you have to 

take some risks.  And the risks for us primarily ar e social.  

Somebody's going to think you're a doofus.  That's not going to 

kill you.  You know, so when you start to think I n eed to take some 

risks with my family, with my friends, with my fell ow co-workers, 

with circumstances, with my paycheck, with my -- I need to get out 

there on the outside of the tree where the wind is whipping it, 

where it's a little bit scary but that's where I fi nd out that God 

is real.  And so my prayer for each of us today -- and I'm going to 

end us in prayer this way -- is that we would be wi lling to take 

some risks this month.  So let's pray.  

Father, we want to see the living God.  We want to know your 

presence.  We want to see what it 's like to be havi ng a 

relationship, not with a set of words but with a li ving God.  And 

so Father, we want to see you and we want to take s ome risks but 

we're frightened.  We're kind of like the disciples .  When they 

really saw that hostility in its unbridled version,  they just 

bolted.  Lord, we want to take risks to see who you  are and so I 

pray for each individual in this room, Lord, whethe r it 's a risk 

among their family, whether it 's a risk amongst the ir friends, 

their co-workers, somebody at school, it's just say ing something 
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that puts you outside of the mainstream and puts yo u in a place 

where you just might have a difficult time.  I pray , Lord, that you 

would give each of us the wisdom to seek out that r isk so that we 

might see you as something more than just words wri tten on a piece 

of paper, that we might sense your presence, that w e might see the 

living God in our lives.  And I pray this in Jesus'  name.  Amen.  
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