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Message #24                                                                                                              Joshua 13:1-6 
 
Our goal in this Christian life is to be completely conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  The 
goal we have is to be so transformed by the renewing of our minds on the Scriptures that we 
become Christ-like in our thinking and behavior.  What that means is we will have work to do 
for the rest of our lives.  There will always be things on which we will need to work. 
 
It doesn’t matter how much we accomplish in our Christian lives or how much we have seen 
God do, there will always be more to accomplish and more to do.  We have been learning in this 
book of Joshua that as God’s people obey God’s Word, they experience many victories in life.  
But no matter how much victory we experience, we have not had total victory over everything.  
We have not won every battle.  Truth is we have lost a few.  We always have things to work on 
and that point is clear from this passage in Joshua. 
 
Joshua is a true Biblical hero.  He led Israel into her Promised Land and led her to one victory 
after another.  He was a true leader for God and God used him to accomplish many things.  He 
was personally used by God to lead Israel to tremendous blessings.  He took them into the land 
and led them to peace in the land.  One by one he fought enemies and won.  He was a remarkable 
leader. 
 
But as great a leader as Joshua had been, he wasn’t able to do it all.  There were still some 
untouched areas, there was still more to do.  The point to see here is this: 
 
WHEN WE OBEY GOD WE WILL EXPERIENCE GREAT VICTORY A ND 
BLESSING, BUT THAT DOES NOT MEAN WE HAVE TOTAL VICT ORY OVER 
EVERYTHING. 
 
We are in a war and we will not get away from the war until we are out of this world.  I trust that 
we are being stimulated to live our lives for the Lord and fight a good fight of faith by this book 
of Joshua.  But we must be realistic with ourselves.  We will not have total and complete victory 
over everything until we are out of this world with the Lord. 
 
One time I talked with someone who was complaining that she did not see many people who 
demonstrated all the fruit of the Spirit.  I said no one demonstrates all the fruit of the Spirit.   
We all have areas that need work.  Some may handle certain areas better than others, but the fact 
is we all have areas of struggle.  We can expect to make good progress, but we will never reach 
total perfection. 
 
When we come to chapter 13 of Joshua, the war is over.  Land will be divided and blessings will 
be enjoyed.  That does not mean that every single enemy went down.  All major military threats 
had been removed.  It had been a bloody conflict and the great majority of it was over, but it was 
not all finished.  A lot of land along the Mediterranean had not been taken. 
 
In these verses we may make two main observations: 
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OBSERVATION #1 – We get a description of Joshua.  13:1a 
 
This chapter opens with a description of Joshua.  Joshua was old and advanced in years.  We 
know that when Joshua died, he was 110-years-old (Joshua 24:29).  It is guessed at this point in 
time that here he is about 100. 
 
Joshua had been a faithful servant of God from his youth.  He faithfully served Moses (Ex. 17:8-
16) and went out and fought Amalek some 50 years before this.  He not only faithfully served 
Moses; he became his replacement.  Now this faithful man of God was old and advanced in 
years. 
 
The thing that I find so impressive is that he was still serving God.  He had been a spy, he had 
been a warrior, he had been a military commander, he had been a leader and now he was the 
administrator who would divide the land. 
 
So many people back away from their commitment to God when they get older, but not Joshua.  
Joshua stayed faithful to the Lord. 
 
We have a great church here with many gray heads.  I love seeing that.  We have older people 
who are still dedicated to God and His Word.  They are still faithful and still serving God. 
 
God has some special things He says about faithful older people: 
 
Psalm 92:14 - “They will still yield fruit in old age: they shall be full of sap and very green.” 
 
Isaiah 46:4 - “Even to your old age, I shall be the same and even to your graying years I shall  
    bear you.  I have done it and I shall carry you and I shall bear you and I shall deliver you.” 
 
I am reminded of an illustration of the life of J. Vernon McGee.  J. Vernon McGee took his last 
pastorate at age 45.  He said 21 years just “slipped by” and all of a sudden it was time for him to 
retire.  He was now 66.  However, he said the most thrilling ministry he ever had was after he 
retired.  His “Thru the Bible” radio and conference ministry saw more results than any of his 
pastorates and it did not begin until he retired.  Dr. McGee is now with the Lord, but his most 
fruitful years of ministry were in his twilight years. 
 
I cannot help but be reminded of John Miles.  He retired as President of GRSBM at age 70 and 
for the next 23 years he pastored a church, taught Bible study classes and taught at Frontier. 
He had 23 more years of ministry after he retired.  God does special things for faithful older 
people. 
 
 
 
 
 



              p. 128 
 
There are two practical applications to make about this: 
 
1) When you are serving God, time will fly.  The reason why time drags on for so many people is 
       that they are not serving the Lord, they are just existing. 
2) Elderly people can be greatly used by God and God always has special ministries for those  
       who are faithful.   
 
Joshua was old; but he was not done serving God. 
 
Arthur Pink said it is not the revealed will of God that His people should spend their elderly 
years in idleness.  He doesn’t preserve them, protect them and mature them so they can spend 
their life in a chair in front of a TV.  There are jobs for elderly people to do.  Perhaps not as 
strenuous, but still important work.  Praying, giving, attending, helping, ministering are all jobs 
we all can do regardless of age. 
 
OBSERVATION #2 – We get God’s communication to Joshua.  13:1b-6 
 
God came to His aged soldier Joshua in a very personal way and He communicated with him.   
 
There are four personal points of communication God had with Joshua: 
 
Personal Communication Point #1 - God communicated with Joshua about his age.  13:1b 
 
God communicates with Joshua the truth about his age.  By doing this, God lets Joshua know 
that his time frame is completely known and controlled by Him.  Joshua was old and well 
advanced in years.  
 
There was no plastic surgery.  There was no disguising of age.  There was no hiding birthdates. 
God is the One who orchestrated the birth of Joshua and He knew exactly how old he was. 
Joshua was old and that is precisely what God told him. 
 
There are three interesting points about this: 
 
1) God is still intimately communicating things to this older saint. 
 
2) The older saint is still listening to God and learning from the Word of God. 
 
3) The date of birth and the date of death are in the hands of God. 
 
Personal Communication Point #2 - God communicated with Joshua about the land.  13:1c-6a 
 
Israel had been led by Joshua into this land and they had been victorious under his leadership. 
They conquered the central part, the southern part and the northern part.  But as victorious as 
they were, there was still more to take.   
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All of Israel’s land had not been conquered and still hasn’t to this very day. 
 
We never want to get to the place where we rely upon past victories.  We must always realize we 
need to move forward.  Even though Israel had taken much of the land under Joshua, she had not 
taken it all and she needed to realize this. 
 
When I read this, I cannot help but think of the words of the Apostle Paul who did so much for 
God.  Yet he said in Philippians 3:12 that he had not already obtained perfection, but continued 
to press on.  In other words, as far as Paul had gone and as much as he had accomplished, there 
was still progress to be made.  There was still more to do. 
 
Now the land listed in verses 2-6 moves from south to north along the Mediterranean Sea.  There 
were still some areas that needed to be possessed: 
 
Area #1 - The land of the Philistines.  13:2a 
 
These were non-Jewish people who lived in the coastal cities of Palestine.  They will not go 
down until the time of David. 
 
Area #2 - The land of the Geshurites.  13:2b 
 
This is the group who lived in southern Palestine. 
 
Area #3 - The land east of Egypt to the north.  13:3a 
 
Ekron was a key Philistine city. 
 
Area #4 - Five key Philistine cities.  13:3b 
 
Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon were cities along the Mediterranean coast.  Gath and Ekron were inland 
in the foothills. 
 
Area #5 - Canaanite land to the south.  13:4 
 
Area #6 - The land of the Gebalite.  13:5a 
 
Area #7 - The land of Lebanon.  13:5b-6a 
 
There was obviously still land to be taken.  It is amazing to see the rebellion of these remaining 
areas.  One would think that they would willingly surrender and make a peace pact with Israel; 
but this shows you the hardness of hearts of those living in the land. 
 
Our goal in this church is to have no untouched territory in the written Scriptures.  We are after 
an accurate understanding of all of it; every bit of it.   
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But the truth is our flesh will not go quietly in submission to the Scriptures.  This is why we must 
day by day depend on God, His Spirit and His Word. 
 
Personal Communication Point #3 - God communicated with Joshua what God  
                                                                 would do.  13:6b 
 
God promised to Joshua that He would drive out all of these people for Israel.  Do not overlook 
this and do not minimize this.  God has made a promise to Joshua that this is what He will do. 
God promises Joshua that He will drive out “all” enemies in all the “inherited land.” 
 
Now this obviously has not yet occurred because Israel’s land is occupied by many enemies. 
In fact, she cannot even have full control of Jerusalem and her temple areas.  So we are of the 
opinion that God will do this in the future. 
 
God will eventually do what He promised to do right here in Joshua. 
 
Personal Communication Point #4 - God communicated with Joshua what Joshua 
                                                                 was to do.  13:6c 
 
Joshua’s job changed.  He was not to fight anymore battles.  His job was to divide the land in 
accordance with the Word of God.  Joshua’s new assignment was to “rightly divide” the land. 
 
The assignment that leaders of a church have today is similar.  It is to “rightly divide” the Word. 
 
I hope, if the Lord tarries, that I will be studying God’s Word to rightly divide it until the end of 
my life.  I am sure there does come a time when older saints must turn responsibilities over to 
younger saints, but we should never stop rightly dividing the Word of God. 
 
 
 
PRACTICAL LESSONS: 
 
1. When time in life appears to be dragging, we need to step up our serving. 
 
2. Age is not an excuse for apathy when it comes to the things of God. 
 
3. No matter how far we go in our spiritual lives, there is still more victory to go after. 


