
Do We Please God?
Romans 8:8

 

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

REVIEW

I. EXPLANATION

To please is to satisfy or give enjoyment. For example: “The concert pleased me” or “I was pleased 
by your response.”  But people “in the flesh” cannot give satisfaction or enjoyment to God.  Indeed, 
in Barnes' words, “Neither in health nor sickness; neither in life nor death; neither on earth nor in 
hell. In the flesh man is engaged in hostility against God; and if he does not himself forsake it, this 
hostility will be endless, and involve his soul in all the evils of a personal, and direct, and eternal 
warfare with the Lord Almighty.”

     A. The flesh pursues its own pleasure in preference over God's.  

1. A mark of the ungodly: "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God" (II Tim. 3:4).

2. The conflict is exemplified in Isa. 58:13-14 – “If thou turn away thy foot from the  
    sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy 
    of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
    thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
    LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with 
    the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”

     B. Pleasures of the flesh trend to excess and domination.

1. “Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that 
            sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither 

      shall I know the loss of children.” (Isa. 47:8)

2. “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
      lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.” (Tit 3:3)

3. “Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, 
      as in a day of slaughter.” (James 5:5)

4. “And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in 
      the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own 
      deceivings while they feast with you.” (II Pet. 2:13)

     C. The result is addiction as the flesh looks the wrong place for satisfaction.

1. “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an 
      heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children.” (II Pet. 2:14)

2. “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.” (Prov. 27:20)



3. “He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with 
      increase: this is also vanity.” (Ecc. 5:10)

4. “The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give.” (Prov. 30:15)

     D. But whatever pleasure found in the flesh is fleeting at best.

1. “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
      sin for a season.” (Heb. 11:25)

2. “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
      the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” (Ecc. 12:1)

     E. And there are consequences. 

1. Poverty – “He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall 
          not be rich.” (Prov. 21:17)

2. Emptiness – “I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy
  pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity.” (Ecc. 2:1)

3. Choking – “Pleasures of this life" choke the Word and it becomes unfruitful. (Luke 8:14)

4. Death – “But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.”  (I Tim. 5:6)

II. DESIGN

A. We are MADE for GOD'S pleasure.

1. "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
      all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created." (Rev. 4:11)

2. We have been predestinated "according to the good pleasure of his will." (Eph. 1:5)

3. He "made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure." (Eph. 1:9)

B. God is at work in us to that end.

1. "It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." (Phil. 2:13)

III. MODEL

A. Our perfect example of living for God's pleasure is Jesus Christ.

1. "For even Christ pleased not himself...." (Rom. 15:3)

2. He said, "I do always those things that please him." (John 8:29)

3. His Father said, "Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Mark 1:11)



IV. SO THE QUESTION IS: WHAT PLEASES GOD?

     A. Scriptures give many answers, of course.  A few are . . . 

     1. Obedience – “Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the 
  Lord.” (Col. 3:20)

2. Service – “He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may 
          please the Lord.” (I Cor. 7:32)

3. Giving – Paul received gifts from the Philippian church “wellpleasing to the God.” (Phil. 4:18)

4. Right Speech – “We speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.” 
       (I Thess. 2:4)

B. I can tell you some things that displease God.

1. Vow Breaking – “When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no 
          pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.” (Ecc. 5:4)

2. Death of the Lost – “Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord 
 God: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?” (Eze. 18:23)

     C. But perhaps the most basic way of pleasing God is: Faith.

1. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
      that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11:6)

2. “Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus 
      answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
      hath sent.” (John 6:29-30)

     D. Examples in Hebrews 11

Abel 1. Worship by faith (:4) – preeminence (first listed), prescribed (God's design).

Enoch 2. Walk by faith (:5-6) – oh the unprecedented, heavenly transport!

Noah 3. Work by faith (:7) – do right no matter how peculiar it appears to the world.

Abraham 4. Wait by faith (:8-10) – we trust God not knowing when or where He will act.

Sarah 5. Watch by faith (:11-12) – eyes off circumstances & on God, see great things.

V. APPLICATION

A. Prayer for the church

1. "That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing...." (Col. 1:10) and that God 
    "make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
      wellpleasing in his sight...." (Heb. 13:21)



DISCUSSION

1. Have you seen, have you experienced, these features of “the flesh”?  Please give examples.

2. Have you seen, have you experienced, living for God's pleasure? Please give examples.

3. As to the five illustrations of pleasing faith listed in Hebrews 11, to which can you personally 
    relate? Why?


