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Acts 4:10-22 “The Message of Salvation” 

(read vv.7-12) 

 

Intro.  Last Sunday I shared with you about how Peter preached to a large crowd in the temple 

courts, who had gathered after the healing of the lame man. He preached the powerful message 

of salvation through Jesus Christ, and thousands more were saved, as we see from v.4. 

 While Peter was still speaking to the crowd, “the priests, and the captain of the temple, 

and the Sadducees, came upon them” (v.1). The captain of the temple was in charge of the 

Temple police. He was ordered to take Peter and John (cf. v.13) into custody (v.3). The next day 

the rulers of Israel came together to decide what to do with the apostles, for they were grieved 

that they were preaching about Jesus. They thought they had gotten rid of Jesus, but His apostles 

were publicly proclaiming that Jesus had risen from the dead! Even the miracle working power 

of Jesus was still being manifested among them. 

Jesus had warned them in Mark 13:9, “But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver 

you up to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers 

and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.” That prophecy was beginning to be fulfilled as 

Peter and John were brought before the ruling council of the Jews, the very leaders who 

condemned Jesus to die. Jesus said that would happen so they could give a testimony to them. He 

also promised that they would be given the words to speak at such times (13:11). So Peter took 

advantage of the opportunity to witness to the leaders of Israel. Once again, he gives a powerful 

message of salvation through Jesus, backed with personal testimony.  

We should learn from Peter’s example. The gospel is such urgent news that we must use 

every opportunity we have to get the message of the gospel across to all people. Franklin 

Graham certainly gave the gospel at his father’s funeral, and president Trump and his wife were 

on the front row, and millions of people heard his gospel message. 

There are probably some here today who have yet to receive God’s gift of salvation. I 

pray that today, when you hear the gospel, you will be saved. Those of us who have been saved 

need to have a clear understanding of the gospel so we can share it with others. So let’s learn 

from Peter concerning this message of salvation by considering first: 

 

I.  THE PRESENTATION OF THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION  

 

 When Peter and John were called before the leaders of Israel, Peter did not cower before 

them. Instead, he boldly proclaimed their guilt for the crucifixion of Jesus, and then proclaimed 

the gospel by which they could be saved from such terrible guilt. V.12 really gives the thesis of 

Peter’s message, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved.” Well as we consider Peter’s presentation of the 

gospel, let’s consider first: 

 

 A.  The Nature of Salvation – What does he mean by “salvation?” Peter’s term is actually 

an analogy or illustration from human experience. Suppose you are caught in a burning building 

and you don’t know how to get out. You are going to die if you do not get out, and you need 



someone to save you. Then a fireman makes his way to you, and saves you by leading you out 

from the burning building. Even so, every person is in danger of eternal destruction until they 

find salvation in Jesus Christ. Likewise, the word translated “make well” in v.9 is literally the 

same word translated “saved” in v.12. Just as God saved the lame man from his disability, even 

so God can save you from eternal death. 

 Now specifically, what are the benefits of salvation? There are 3 tenses of salvation in 

Christ. It begins with: 

  1.  Pardon of Past Sins - Peter charged his hearers with the guilt of murdering the 

Messiah (v.10), but he does not leave them without hope of forgiveness.  In spite of their great 

sin, he says in v.12 that they can be saved, which certainly includes the forgiveness of sin! It’s 

good news to know that all of your sins can be forgiven, regardless of what you have done. If 

God was willing to forgive them for crucifying Jesus, surely He will forgive you of whatever 

sins you have committed. 

  2.  Power for Present Living - Notice the word “power” (dunamis) in v.7.  The 

opposition admitted that a work of power had been done.  What had happened to the physical 

condition of the cripple, in that he had been made whole, was a parable for the healing of the 

whole man by the power of Christ.  The same power that helped him walk physically will help 

you to walk spiritually in the ways of the Lord. I know it can be difficult to live for the Lord, but 

God will give you the strength you need if you trust Him. 

  3.  Peace Concerning the Future – Rom 5:1 says, “Therefore, having been 

justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Because our sins are 

forgiven, we have peace with God.  We know that we are going to heaven when we die. 

 So we have reviewed a little concerning the nature of salvation. This wonderful salvation 

is offered to you. Now let’s consider: 

 

 B.  The Necessity of Salvation - At the end of v.12, Peter says that we “must” be saved.  

He uses a strong word which refers to a binding necessity (dei).  Do you realize that you must be 

saved? Jesus said in Jn. 3:3, “You must be born again.” This does not mean that you have no 

choice in the matter of salvation.  Peter is not saying that everyone is forced to be saved whether 

they want to or not.  Rather, it is necessary in light of the consequences.  If you are drowning, 

and someone throws you a rope, you do not have to grab hold of it.  But if you do not grab the 

rope, he will not be saved. The Bible says that the wages of sin is death.  You either get saved, or 

you will spend eternity separated from God. In fact, Heb. 2:3 asks an important question, “How 

shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation….” If you neglect salvation, you will not 

escape hell. 

 But you know it seems that most people have a different attitude.  They seem to think that 

salvation in Jesus Christ is something you can take or leave; it’s no big deal.  Many do not even 

feel they need a Savior. Many of the very people Peter was preaching to were so self-righteous 

that they did not feel that they needed salvation. Friend, it doesn’t matter how good you think 

you are, you are not good enough to save yourself. Jesus said in Mt. 5:20, “For I say to you, that 

unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no 

means enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

 How then can we be saved? There is only one way, so consider with me:  

 

 C.  The Name by Which We Must Be Saved – Again, Peter says in v.12, “…there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Peter knew the leaders 



of Israel believed that salvation would come through the Messiah.  But they refused to believe 

that Jesus was the Messiah.  So Peter says in v.12 that it is only by the name of Jesus that we are 

saved. In fact, the name “Jesus” means “The Lord saves.”1 When Jesus was born the angel said, 

“... you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21).  

 Yet we live in a culture that does not want to believe what Peter says in v.12. They want 

to believe there are many ways to heaven. Some say that following Mohammed will get you to 

heaven. Some say following Moses will get you to heaven. Some say the pope and the priest will 

get you to heaven. There are a lot of people who seem to believe that you can get yourself to 

heaven by your good works. Some seem to think that they are going to make it on the coattails of 

their godly parents. Yet, Peter clearly says in v.12, “…there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” The phrase “no other name” narrows it down to one 

Person, and the phrase “under heaven” is very broad, meaning that all of humanity must be saved 

through that one name, the name of Jesus. So Jesus is not just one name by which we can be 

saved. His is the only name that saves! Jesus Himself said in Jn. 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” That is very clear isn’t it? Based on 

what He said He is either the way to heaven or no way to heaven, for if He is not speaking the 

truth then He is a liar! I believe He is speaking the truth. Then Paul said in I Tim. 2:5, “For there 

is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” How can sinful man 

reach heaven? There is only one way, and that is through the Mediator, Jesus Christ. So there is 

no other name beside that of Jesus in India, China, Africa, Japan, or America. This is why the 

early Christians were called “the way” five times in the book of Acts (9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22). 

That is why we must send missionaries to other countries. God is not provided multiple saviors 

for multiple nations. Our only hope of salvation from sin and death is Jesus. 

 That is why the gospel message is focused in Jesus. He is the only One who died for our 

sins on the cross. He is the only One who rose from the dead in an incorruptible body, never to 

die again. In all three of Peter’s messages in Acts 2-4, he proclaimed the objective facts of the 

gospel, including the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

 You know, I wonder why is it that you can go to some churches, especially liberal 

churches, and hardly ever hear the name of Jesus? You will hear about God, and about the Spirit, 

but not much about Jesus. They hardly ever sing about Jesus. Well I believe the devil does not 

care how many religious rituals you practice as long as you do not preach or Jesus about Jesus!  

Why? Because it is only through the name of Jesus that people are saved.  

 So Peter preached that Jesus is the only way to be saved, but most people disagree. Who 

is right? Well let’s move on to my next main point this morning and see: 

 

II.  THE PROOFS OF THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION 

 

  Some people ask, “How do you know that Christianity is not just another religion?  How 

do you know that Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven?”  Notice some evidences that we find 

in our text. First of all, Jesus is the only way to heaven as demonstrated by: 

 

 A.  The Resurrection of Christ – Notice in v.10 that Peter says of Jesus Christ, “whom 

God raised from the dead.” Peter once again affirms the resurrection of Christ. Rom. 1:4 says 

that Jesus was “declared to be the Son of God with power … by the resurrection from the dead.”  

                                                 
1 Literally, “Yahweh saves.”  



 There was plenty of proof of the resurrection. In v.20 he refers to the fact that the apostles 

were eyewitness that Jesus was indeed alive from the dead.  Paul said in 1 Cor. 15:6 that over 

500 saw Jesus alive from the dead at one time. 1 John 1:1 indicates that they even felt the body 

of Jesus after He had risen. How easy it would have been for their enemies to silence the 

Apostles, if they could have pointed to the undisturbed and occupied grave!  That would have 

finished the new sect at once.  Is there any reason why it was not done but the one reason: it 

could not be done! 

 There has never been any other religious leader to rise from the dead.  Only Jesus rose 

from the dead with such overwhelming evidence.  So I find it easy to believe that Jesus is the 

only way to heaven. 

 We also know that Jesus is the only way to God based on: 

 

 B.  The Prophecy of the Old Testament – In v.11 Peter quotes from the prophecy of Ps. 

118:22. He says, “This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the 

chief cornerstone.’” Many Jews thought that the rejection of Jesus by the leaders was strong 

evidence that he was not the Messiah. Certainly the Jewish leaders thought that the death of 

Jesus on the cross was proof that He was not the Messiah. In Mt. 27:42 they said, “If He is the 

King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.” He didn’t 

come down, but died. That was all the proof they needed.  

 But the fact that Jesus died by crucifixion should not exclude Him from being the 

Messiah and Savior of Israel.  In fact, Psa. 118:22 had predicted that the rulers, here compared to 

builders, would reject the most important and most honored stone of God’s work.2  The term 

“cornerstone” is certainly intended to suggest importance and honor. It also served as a 

foundation stone. One cornerstone found in the temple ruins measured 38 feet in length!  If any 

on the Sanhedrin feared that they had crucified their Messiah, this Scripture should have 

confirmed that fear.  And this was just one prophecy that was fulfilled in Jesus. There were 

dozens and dozens of other prophecies that were fulfilled during the first coming of Jesus. 

The story goes that when the temple of Solomon was in the course of construction all the 

stones sent up from the quarry below were practically of the same size and shape.  But one day a 

stone was found different from all the rest, and the builders said, “There is no place for this 

stone.  There must be a mistake.”  So they rolled it to the edge of the cliff and tumbled it down in 

the valley of Kedron below the temple area.  As the years went on (Solomon’s temple was seven 

years in building) they were finally ready for the chief corner-stone; so they sent down the order 

for it.  They were told, “You must have it there; we sent it to you long ago.”  Their research 

proved fruitless. And then an old workman said, “I remember now. There was a stone different 

from the rest and we thought there was no place for it and tumbled it down to the valley below.” 

 So as the story tells us, they went down to the valley of Kedron and there they found the 

stone, now covered by debris – the very stone the builders rejected.  So now they had to hoist it 

to the top of the cliff, then back to the platform and put it into place.  It fit perfectly.  The stone 

the builders rejected had become the head stone of the corner. Every Jew knew that story and 

knew what Peter meant here in this text.  [Ironside, pp.105-106] 

 Even so, the leaders felt that Jesus of Nazareth did not fit their conception of who the 

Messiah should be, so they rejected Him. In another prophecy, Isa. 53:3 says, “He is despised 

and rejected by men….” 

Finally, we know that Jesus is the only way because of: 

                                                 
2 Psalm 118:22 became a favorite text in the early church (see Mark 12:10-12; Eph. 2:20; 1 Peter 2:7). 



 

 C.  The Miracles of Christ through the Apostles - Miracles continue to be performed after 

Jesus died, rose again, and sent the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:43 says, “many wonders and signs were 

done through the apostles.” Chapter 3 gives one example. Peter affirmed that the healing of the 

man born lame was by the living power of Jesus. He said in v.10, “let it be known to you all, and 

to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.” Obviously, a 

dead Christ could not perform miracles.  This miracle was a “sign” from heaven, demonstrating 

the living power of Jesus Christ. Christ continued to do miracles from heaven. In fact, the 

healing of the lame man was the same type of miracle that Jesus had done (Mt. 11:5; 15:31; 

21:14).3  

 Another miracle of Jesus was standing before the Sanhedrin. Only weeks before Peter 

denied even knowing Jesus. He was a coward. But after the resurrection and after the filling of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, he was as bold and brave as a lion. The transforming presence of the 

Holy Spirit in his life was another evidence that Jesus had risen from the dead, and ascended 

back to heaven.  

 In many ways this proof is still going on today.  Jesus continues to save those who 

believe in His name.  Lives are still being transformed.  Yes, I believe Jesus is alive and well.   

 One of the favorite hymns of our church is, “He Lives.” We sang it last Sunday. The first 

verse goes like this: 

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today; 

I know that He is living whatever men may say; 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

 You can choose to deny the resurrection of Jesus, but millions of Christians can testify 

that Jesus is alive, and has worked miracles in their lives. 

 So I believe that the evidence is very strong in support of Peter’s claim in v.12 that “there 

is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." So let us see last 

of all: 

 

III.  THE RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE OF SALVATION 

 

 The Bible makes it clear that we are to respond to the Gospel. After all, Peter said in v.12 

that we must be saved. Now Peter and John had been put on trial, but Peter turned the tables and 

put the religious leaders on trial! He preached a powerful message of salvation. He proved the 

message of salvation with fulfilled prophecy, the resurrection of Jesus, and a miracle they could 

not deny, according to v.16. Now what would their verdict be? In light of the overwhelming 

evidence, it seems that the members of the council would have asked the apostles to tell them 

more about this wonderful Jesus and His power to heal both body and soul.  You would think 

that after all of this evidence, the rulers would repent and turn to Christ.  Right?  I am sorry to 

say it, but too often that is not the response people give to this message of salvation in Jesus 

Christ. So based on how these leaders responded, I want to share with you first how you should 

not respond to the gospel: 

 

                                                 
3 We do not know if any of the lame that Jesus healed were born lame. If not, the miracle in Acts 3 fulfilled the 

promise of Jesus that his apostles would work greater miracles (John 14:12).  



 A.  Don’t Responded with Willful Unbelief - Notice v.14, “And seeing the man who had 

been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it.” Then behind closed doors 

they said the following words in v.16, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a 

notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we 

cannot deny it.” The evidence of the power of Jesus was staring them in the face. But even 

though they could not deny the healing, they did not want to accept it either.  Furthermore, as far 

as the record shows, not one member of the council suggested that perhaps Peter and John were 

preaching the truth. Instead, they simply refused to believe in spite of the evidence. 

 Now this illustrates the true nature of most unbelief. You see, unbelief is often not a 

matter of lack of evidence.  Some people will say, “God, if you will just do a miracle before my 

eyes, I will believe.”  Don’t kid yourself.  Miracles and overwhelming evidence do not 

necessarily lead to belief, as illustrated here. These leaders were confronted with all kinds of 

evidence, but they simply refused to believe. You see, belief is largely a matter of the will.  It’s 

not that Christianity is incredible, or that people just can’t believe it.  Rather, it’s simply that 

many people won’t believe.   

So a careful study of the New Testament will reveal that often the opposite of belief is 

not unbelief, but disobedience, or the word literally refers to a refusal to be persuaded.4 So if you 

are not yet a believer in Jesus Christ, don’t kid yourself saying, “I would believe in Jesus, but I 

just have some intellectual problems that I need to resolve.” Or don’t say, “I would believe if 

God would just perform a miracle before my eyes.” Listen, these religious leaders were 

witnesses of many miracles, but they didn’t believe. What makes you think that you will believe? 

The problem is not lack of evidence, but it’s just a matter of your willingness to turn from sin and 

self and turn your life over the Jesus. That is why the last invitation of the Bible says, “Whoever 

desires (thelo), let him take the water of life freely.” 

 Now if rejecting Christ is largely a matter of the will, we need to explore the reasons for 

this unbelief. If we can deal with the underlying reasons for unbelief, then we might hope that 

they would believe. There are several reasons why many people are simply unwilling to believe. 

These reasons are seen in these religious leaders. First, they were probably too proud to admit 

they were wrong about Jesus.  I suppose that men have more difficulty with this than women. 

We have a hard time admitting that we are wrong, all because of pride. Friend, don’t let pride 

keep you from Jesus. In fact, to be saved you have to admit that you have sinned against God. 

Secondly, some refuse to believe because of selfish ambition.  Notice who were involved in 

arresting Peter and John (v.1). They were the religious and political leaders of Israel. They were 

men of wealth and prestige. They did not want the people looking to the apostles instead of them 

for guidance in spiritual matters. They enjoyed their positions of power and prestige, and they 

didn’t want to yield that to anyone. Is ambition for worldly wealth and stature keeping you from 

Christ?  Thirdly, they did not believe because of peer pressure. I believe no one wanted to step 

out of the crowd and side with the apostles.  When Peter encouraged them to believe on Christ 

and be saved, I can imagine them looking at one another to see what everybody else was doing. 

Probably a few were under conviction and wanted to be saved, but no one stepped out to lead the 

way.  By nature we prefer to flow with the crowd.  We are fearful of what others might say or 

                                                 
4 apeitheia, apeitheo, apeithes have the alpha negative, literally “not persuaded.” John 3:36 says, “He who believes 

in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on 

him.” Acts 17:5 says, “But the Jews who were not persuaded….” Acts 19:9 says, “But when some were hardened 

and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way….” Rom. 2:8 says, “but to those who are self-seeking and do not 

obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness — indignation….”  



think (cf. Rev. 21:8). If any had chosen to follow Christ, they would have lost their position on 

the Council. So Jesus warned of the broad road that leads to destruction and the fact that many 

go that way. If you are going to be saved from your sins, you must be willing to go against the 

flow of popular opinion, and choose the narrow way. 

 A fourth reason why people refuse to be saved is because they have sins they are just 

unwilling to give up, so they will come up with various excuses for not believing in Christ (cf. 

John 3:19-20). The Bible acknowledges that there can be pleasure in sin (Heb. 11:25). And some 

people just don’t want to give up their sin. But the Bible also says that the pleasures of sin only 

last for a season. And the end result is suffering and death. Why exchange eternity for a few 

moments of pleasure? Friend, be honest with God.  Don’t deny your sin.  Don’t make up excuses 

for your unbelief. Confess your sins, turn from your sins (Acts 3:19) and trust in the power of 

Christ to help you overcome your sins.  You will not give up anything for Jesus that He will not 

replace with something better.  

 Another way we should not respond to the gospel is this: 

 

 B.  Respond with Saving Faith – We read in v.4, “However, many of those who heard the 

word believed….” Thousands believed what Peter said about Jesus. They believed that He died 

for their sins on the cross. They believed that He rose from the dead. So they repented of their 

sins and put their trust in Jesus. The unbelief of the leaders did not keep them from following 

Christ. The early church just continued to grow because of the power of the Holy Spirit, and the 

overwhelming evidence of the resurrection of Jesus. 

 

Conclusion:  Is there someone here today who needs to stop making excuses, and turn your heart 

over to Christ? Do it now. Don’t delay. Don’t be an unbeliever. Don’t be among those who 

refuse to believe. Place your faith in Christ right now. Remember what Peter said, “Nor is there 

salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 

must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
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