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Title:  Godly Sorrow Produces True Repentance 
Scripture:  1 Samuel 15:24-35 
Series:  God, the True King! 

 
1. Introduction: 

a. Last week we saw the importance of living in 
obedience to the Word of God.   
i. Our passage demonstrated the consequences of 

willful disobedience.   
b. We learned that God favors obedience over all the 

sacrifices any man can make.   
c. We also learned that near obedience is no obedience at 

all.  
i. God would have all of our heart and fidelity or 

nothing at all.   
d. Today, we look at the devasting effect of false 

repentance.  We learn that our actions never fool God.   
i. To be forgiven of sin, we must come genuinely and 

contritely before the God of heaven.   
 

2. Verses 24-26:  Half-Hearted Repentance is no Repentance:  
Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed 
the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I 
feared the people and obeyed their voice.  (25)  Now 
therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I 
may bow before the LORD.”  (26)  And Samuel said to 
Saul, “I will not return with you.  For you have rejected the 
word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from 
being king over Israel.”   
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a. This passage is essential to our chapter because Saul 
shifts away from saying he obeyed God to saying he 
disobeyed God for the first time.  But Saul’s heart is 
still a heart that wants to excuse itself for the sins 
committed.  Even when accepting that his actions were 
sinful, Saul still points to the people as the reason for 
his sin.  
i. Saul admits that the fear of the people overthrew the 

fear of God within his heart.   
ii. Beloved, many people within the church of God find 

themselves in this dangerous situation.  They are so 
afraid of what man might think or do that they would 
rather offend the majesty of God.  Beloved, this is a 
great danger for all of us.  A threat that the bible 
clearly warns all Christians against. 
1. Proverbs 29:25  The fear of man lays a snare, but 

whoever trusts in the LORD is safe. 
a. In other words, by fearing man, we do not 

deliver our lives from danger, but we actully 
open ourselves to it according to our 
Scripture.  A Christian’s actual safety can 
only be found in trusting in the Lord.   

2. We are warned about fearing man in Luke 12:4-5  
“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill 
the body, and after that have nothing more that 
they can do.  (5)  But I will warn you whom to 
fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear 
him! 
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b. Verse 25 shows us that Saul still does not seem to 
understand the seriousness of his sinfulness.  We read, 
“Now, therefore, please pardon my sin and return 
with me that I may bow before the LORD.” 
i. It is almost like Saul is saying, “O.K., I admit I did 

wrong; now let’s get things back to normal.” 
1. Saul downplays the seriousness of his sin and 

desires to be viewed favorably among the people.  
He wants Samuel to come with him so that he can 
publicly bow before the Lord.  He hopes that in 
the eyes of all people, he would still be viewed as 
God’s anointed king, 

ii. Brothers and Sisters, do you see the lack of genuine 
repentance.  Genuine repentance must flow from a 
broken heart for having transgressed God’s word.  It 
does not come with stipulations or conditions.  There 
should be godly sorrow over sin and no other earthly 
desire but to be forgiven for the trespass committed.   
1. Let us listen to what Scripture says about genuine 

sorrow that leads to biblical repentance.  We read 
in 2 Corinthians 7:8-10  For even if I made you 
grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I 
did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, 
though only for a while.  (9)  As it is, I rejoice, not 
because you were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting.  For you felt a godly grief, 
so that you suffered no loss through us.  (10)  For 
godly grief produces a repentance that leads to 
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salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief 
produces death.  

a. Our passage lacks any evidence of Saul’s 
brokenness over sin.   

b. Sadly, a person who has lost contact with the 
word of God would not be able to perceive 
his condition before God.  

i. This is why we should confess our sins 
immediately and cast ourselves upon the 
mercy of God in complete repentance.  We 
read David’s example of this type of 
repentance in Psalms 51:1-4 To the 
choirmaster.  A Psalm of David, when 
Nathan the prophet went to him, after he 
had gone in to Bathsheba.  Have mercy on 
me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions.  (2)  Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin!  (3)  For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
me.  (4)  Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words 
and blameless in your judgment.   

ii. Psalms 51:9-12  Hide your face from my 
sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  (10)  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me.  (11)  Cast 
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me not away from your presence, and take 
not your Holy Spirit from me.  (12)  Restore 
to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold 
me with a willing spirit. 

c. Here we must ask ourselves, what if Saul had 
seen his sin in the same light that David does 
here?  What if Saul had fallen before our God 
and begged to be renewed? 

i. Do you see it beloved?  Half-hearted 
repentance is no repentance at all!  Saul’s 
repentance and “let’s get things back to 
normal and move forward” attitude shows a 
lack of understanding of the iniquity of the 
sin that he had just committed. 

ii. Don’t you do it, beloved!  Don’t you dare 
minimize sin as something small that we 
can move forward from and not truly repent 
of?  If you find that you have sinned against 
God, immediately and genuinely fall before 
his sovereign goodness and beg God for the 
mercy of a renewed and cleansed heart.  
Remember, the humble is given grace, but 
the proud is resisted and pushed away.  

c. In verse 26 we see Samuel’s refusal to go back with 
Saul and pretend that all is well.  The basis of Samuel’s 
refusal is God’s rejection.  Samuel says, “I will not 
return with you.  For you have rejected the word of 
the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being 
king over Israel.” 
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i. We learn that willful disobedience to God’s Word 
leads to God’s rejection.  God does not deal lightly 
with those who knowingly and purposefully redefine 
or reinterpret his word to suit themselves.  A 
Christian must be faithful to God’s word. 
1. Psalms 119:10  With my whole heart I seek you; 

let me not wander from your commandments! 
a. Notice that seeking God wholeheartedly is 

tied to never wandering away from His Holy 
Word. 
 

3. Verses 27-29:  The Absolute Truth of God’s Judgement:  
As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his 
robe, and it tore.  (28)  And Samuel said to him, “The 
LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day 
and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than 
you.  (29)  And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have 
regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.”   

a. Samuel interprets the tearing away of the edge of his 
robe as a sign that the Lord has torn the kingdom of 
Israel away from Saul. 
i. In this single act, we find an impromptu parable.  

God is done with a prideful man.  God will not bear 
with him any longer.  For years Saul has refused to 
repent of the evil within his heart and instead has 
used religion as a way for self-promotion and self-
deception.   
1. All his sacrifices and perceived fidelity have been 

nothing but a show. 
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ii. A genuine love for God is far from the heart of Saul.  
The time of his judgment has come.  It cannot be 
stopped.  God has decreed, and He will not change 
His mind.   

b. Samuel states that the Lord’s decision is final and 
unchangeable, so there is no use arguing about it or 
explaining it any further. 
i. Beloved, we know that God is slow to anger.  We 

know that God is abundant in mercy.  However, 
when the time of judgment comes, it is an immutable 
reality.  No one can stay the hand of God. 
1. Hebrews 10:29-31  How much worse 

punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the 
one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, 
and has profaned the blood of the covenant by 
which he was sanctified, and has outraged the 
Spirit of grace?  (30)  For we know him who said, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, 
“The Lord will judge his people.”  (31)  It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. 

2. This is why we preach the entirety of the gospel.  
We know that the wrath of God will one day be 
poured upon unbelievers.  Beloved, the gospel 
must include both the love of God and the 
righteous wrath of God to come.   

a. If you remember, our chapter opened with 
Samuel begging Saul to finally, out of love 
for God, submit to God’s word.  God had 
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given Saul one last opportunity.  When he 
finally utterly refused the love of God, then 
judgment was the only recourse. 

b. We are to preach to all men the love of God.  
We warn men not to refuse God’s love 
because refusal only leads to eternal judgment 
and condemnation. 

 
4. Verse 30 and 31:  There is no honor for the unrepentant:  

Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the 
elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, 
that I may bow before the LORD your God.”  (31)  So 
Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the 
LORD. 

a. I have sinned! — this is the second time Saul has 
confessed.  However, we see that his main concern is 
not with his sin.  But now, please honor me before the 
elders of my people… .instead of honoring God, Saul 
is concerned with honoring himself.  He was unwilling 
to lose face before the people.  
i. There is only room for one person upon the eternal 

throne.  God will share is glory with no one.   
b. Saul calls Israel my people.  But, as Samuel says at the 

beginning of the chapter, Israel is God’s people.  After 
some years as the king of Israel, Saul had forgotten that 
a king in Israel is not the owner of Israel but just a 
representative of God’s people; both king and people 
are under the authority of the word of God.  Let us 
never forget this truth.   
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c. The phrase so Samuel turned back after Saul marks 
the story’s transition into the next stage.  
i. Saul seemingly worships the Lord but without 

recovering his relationship with God! 
ii. Samuel will publicly point out Saul’s sin.  Saul’s 

hypocrisy will be unmasked.   
 

5. Verses: 32-33:  God sees all:  Then Samuel said, “Bring 
here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag 
came to him cheerfully.  Agag said, “Surely the bitterness 
of death is past.”  (33)  And Samuel said, “As your sword 
has made women childless, so shall your mother be 
childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to 
pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.   

a. Samuel orders Agag to be brought to him and utterly 
destroys him 
i. He fulfills God’s commands because Saul had failed 

to do so.  Samuel’s actions openly declare Saul’s 
failure to the people.  Saul is a man not acceptable to 
God and, therefore, not fit to be king.   
1. As your sword had made women childless:  

From these words, it is clear that Agag had 
committed great cruelty as king of the Amalekites 
and therefore deserved judgment. 

a. This should utterly horrify any unrepented 
Sinner.  God sees what we do and records our 
actions.  If we die apart from forgiveness in 
Christ, we bear our own sins.  As we see here 
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in the story of Agag, sin’s rightful outcome is 
death before a righteous God.   

 
6. Verse 34 and 35:  A life without God is no life at all:  Then 

Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in 
Gibeah of Saul.  (35)  And Samuel did not see Saul again 
until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul.  
And the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over 
Israel. 

a. And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of 
his death: The final verse marks the formal end of the 
relationship between Samuel and Saul.   
i. The departure of Samuel is indicative of God’s final 

abandonment of Saul.  From this point forward, Saul 
will never again hear the word of God spoken to him 
by the prophet.  As we said last week, Saul is a 
spiritually dead man walking. 
1. Psalms 119:43  And take not the word of truth 

utterly out of my mouth, for my hope is in your 
rules. 

b. Samuel grieved over Saul.  
i. Here we can see a faithful pastor and prophet who 

did not rejoice in the destruction of the wicked. 
1. Ezekiel 33:11  Say to them, As I live, declares the 

Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for 
why will you die, O house of Israel? 
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2. Just like God is grieved over sin, we should be as 
well.  We should never delight at the death of a 
Sinner. 

 
7. Benediction: 

a. Daniel 9:19  O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive.  O Lord, 
pay attention and act.  Delay not, for your own sake, O 
my God, because your city and your people are called 
by your name.” 

 
Public Reading of Scripture: 

Psalm 119:169-176 


