
Sermon Notes “Worship Comes Before Service” Isa. 6:1 – 7; Luke 5:1 – 11                                                                                                                          
 
The story – Christ’s “word of authority” is again demonstrated, even over the fish in the lake. 
 
Who did Peter understand Jesus to be?  “Master?”  ‘epistates,’ one who “stands over or above,” used only by Luke 
in 5:5; 8:24; 8:45; 9:33; 9:49; 17:13.  What title does he use to address Christ later in the episode? 
 
Did Peter obey?  With faith?  What were the results? 
 
What was the reaction of Peter to the catch of fish? 
 
How do you account for this response?  What was so sinful in what Peter had said and done? 
 
“God is seeking people to worship Him” (John 423).  So He must “create” them.  See Isa. 57:18, 19 and Hebrews 
13:15.  “I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort to him and his mourners, 
creating the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to the far and to the near," says the LORD, "and I will heal him.  (Isa. 
57:18, 19) “Through Him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
confess His name” (Heb 13:15). 
 
To worship rightly demands experiential learning to the questions, “Who is God?” and “Who am I?” 
 
The experience of the calling of Peter can be compared to that of Isaiah.  The typical sequence in fallen man to 
the immanent presence of the transcendent God, first trauma, then repression, and finally substitution (see 
Romans 1:18ff), is interrupted by the God of grace. 
 
The call to God’s service follows a pattern in which the person goes through the deep realization of 
personal, traumatic unworthiness. 
 
Thank God that in His grace He does not always grant all answers to our petitions in prayer. 
 
We can see that there can be worship while engaged in the common moments of life’s calling.  This is said 
not to replace the command for corporate worship on the Lord’s Day. 
 
Many times we see God calling people to His service from a task that shows continuity of sovereign providence 
(Eph. 2:10).  From now on, you will be “taking men alive” (compare with 2 Tim. 2:26). 
 
We should expect that God will honor Himself through our service.  No man will be taken alive apart from the 
sovereign demonstration of God’s power.  What glory should come to God that such a catch is unexpectedly 
abundant!  Nobody said, “Oh Peter, you are a hall-of-fame fisherman!” 
 


