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Let's pray together.

Heavenly Father, tonight what a reminder from 1 John 4 that we love you because you 
first loved us and, Lord, may our love, our desire, our concern for you be more now than 
it was even yesterday. And Lord, tonight as we prepare to hear from and to study your 
word, may it swell up within us a desire to live for and to love you more tomorrow than 
even we do this evening. God, thank you for these ancient words. Lord, as Dot prayed 
earlier, they're just as true today as they were then. Help us, Lord, to remove all of the 
distractions and all of the lenses by which we oftentimes look through to them and may 
they speak directly to our hearts and our lives so that that love for you would be 
increased going forward. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Tonight, let me encourage you to turn to the gospel of Matthew and we're going to spend 
the overwhelming majority of our time in Matthew 3 but we are going to spend a little bit
of time over in Matthew 17. Just a reminder to those of you that may be new to us 
whether here in person or online, we're walking through the gospel of Matthew not just 
for the purpose of understanding the gospel of Matthew but allowing the gospel of 
Matthew to be the tool that the Lord uses to teach us the totality of scripture. Matthew is 
not the first book of the New Testament by accident; it serves as this transition, it takes us
from the old covenant to the new, it takes us from the temple to the church, it takes us 
from law unto grace. And oftentimes one of the most difficult things about the gospel of 
Matthew is allowing it to be in its rightful place, being that bridge in our lives that allows 
us to see where humanity was to the point that where God desires to take us both 
individually and corporately. 

Tonight, we're going to study one of the most famous and, shall I say, misunderstood 
characters in all of scripture, a man who we collectively call John the Baptist. Now as 
we've done in previous weeks, let me warn you tonight there's going to be a whole lot of 
information that you will see on the screen but I'm going to do my best to systematize and
to simplify this very interesting character whom we know as John the Baptist. I'm going 
to begin in verse 1 of chapter 3 just for the sake of context and then read through verse 
12. It says,
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1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 3 
For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. 4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 5 
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, 6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 
repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham 
to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham. 10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of 
the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire: 12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, 
and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire. 

Now I'm sure that you're aware of this but John the Baptist was not interested in making 
friends and influencing people. He was an individual that was on commission by God and
I know it's not particularly on the outline of the study tonight but let me remind you that 
his conception, his birth, his presence on planet earth is one of those what we call 
outliers, and what I mean by that, there are individuals such as Elijah and Enoch in the 
Old Testament who unlike Hebrews 9, they do not see death, they're immediately taken 
in the presence of the Lord. They're the exception to the rule. It was whom we know as 
John the Baptist when he was in his mother's womb and Mary came unto her and said 
that she was going to give birth to the Christ child, remember it says that the Holy Spirit 
lept within him in her womb. Whom we know as John the Baptist was a very specific 
character, sent for a very specific purpose and mission, and therefore it behooves us to 
see him through that very specific lens. So tonight, I want to walk through not just his 
appearance and not just the diet which we're so familiar with, but in particular I want to 
look at his baptism. What was he calling people to do? What is the reason for it and how 
does it speak to our lives today? 

Let's begin with his appearance. It says that he presented himself in a very unique 
fashion. He came, shall we say, in camel and leather skins. He was dressed in a very 
unique way and I know this isn't very biblical when I say it but the best way that I can 
present him in my mind, forgive me for doing so, is he looks like a Jedi from Star Wars. 
I'm just going to be honest with you. Imagine that very unique appearance that's so 
distinct and different from everybody else. The thing I want you to note is in 2 Kings 1:8:
whom we know as the prophet Elijah was dressed in the exact same manner. This is 
going to be very important when we get to Matthew 17 because Jesus is going to speak of
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the correlation between Elijah and John the Baptist. So his appearance as we know the 
prophet Elijah was dressed in the Old Testament and additionally in Malachi 4:5, whom 
we know as Elijah is actually spoken as one of the forerunners of the Messiah whom we 
would know as Jesus Christ. So his appearance wasn't happenstance, it wasn't accident, 
and it wasn't just his personal fashion statement. He came dressed embodying himself 
after the ministry of whom we know as the prophet Elijah in the Old Testament.

Then there was his diet. The joke is that John the Baptist would have been a cheap date. 
When you think about it, his diet consisted of locusts and honey. Now that, again, is not 
accidental. Why is it that this man would come out of the wilderness dressed exactly as 
Elijah was in the Old Testament eating locusts and honey? This is important because both
locusts and honey all throughout the Old Testament, but in particular to the people Israel 
stood for something very specific. Locusts were always a means of the judgment of God, 
whether that's in Exodus 10, one of those famous plagues that the earth brought upon the 
land and Pharaoh because he would not allow the people of God to go and worship, or 
whether it's the prophet Jeremiah that speaks of the locusts ravaging the land. The locusts
back from Exodus all the way to the book of Revelation are always instruments of God's 
judgment. Then there's honey. Honey was an image of the blessing of God, whether it's in
the book of Exodus 3 where the Lord said, "The land that I have promised you that I will 
supernaturally deliver you into, it is flowing with milk and," you guessed it, "honey." So 
all throughout scripture locust is imagery of judgment, honey is imagery of the blessing 
of God, the favor of God, the provision of God, and the grace of God.

So imagine John the Baptist, this very uniquely dressed, very interesting palate of food 
kind of guy, please understand he wasn't quirky, he wasn't just odd, he was born for and 
commissioned for a very strategic purpose. In the image of Elijah, he came with a 
message that based on how the people of Israel responded to it would either bring 
judgment to their life or bring grace and mercy and the promises of God, which leads us 
to the parallel. If you have the ability, let me encourage you to turn to Matthew 17. In 
Matthew 17, Jesus is on what we know as the Mount of Transfiguration. He's got Peter, 
James and John with him and there we discover that there are two other individuals that 
have gathered with Jesus whom we know as the prophet Elijah and the person of Moses. 
This is the famous story where Simon Peter says, "Hey, let's build three tabernacles. It's 
good to be here." Jesus says, "No, we've got to go back down." But I want to focus on 
verses 11 through 13 because Jesus makes a statement about John the Baptist and his 
relationship to the prophet Elijah that is critical. Verse 11,

11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias [or Elijah] truly shall 
first come, and restore all things. 12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come
already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they 
listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13 Then the 
disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 

Now this is critical for our understanding because Malachi 4, the last three people 
mentioned in the Old Testament are the coming Messiah whom we know as Jesus Christ, 
Moses and Elijah. In fact, if you've ever attended or participated in a Jewish Passover 
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meal or what we often call a seder meal, if there are eight people that are going to gather 
that evening for the meal, they always set the table for nine. There's always an empty 
place setting and at some point during the meal one of the children is commissioned by 
the father of the home to open the door to see if Elijah has come. They always set a seat 
for Elijah.

Now tonight is not a study of Matthew 17, I promise we will get there over the course of 
time, but I want you to imagine the scene. Here's Peter, James and John who not only 
grew up in the synagogue, grew up under the teachings of the Old Testament but have 
been sitting at the feet of Jesus for some time now, and they knew of John the Baptist, 
they witnessed John the Baptist, they heard the words of John the Baptist, and yet there is
Elijah standing right before them. It would have been incredibly confusing for them so 
Jesus in chapter 17, verses 11 through 13, clarifies some things. Allow me to paraphrase 
it or to summarize it. "Gentlemen, John the Baptist was the embodiment of Elijah but my 
people have rejected him, they've rejected me, so therefore all of the promises of the 
kingdom being restored, all the earthly blessings that will one day come are not coming at
this time." You see, Elijah wasn't the "forerunner" of the suffering upon the cross, he was 
to be the forerunner of the glories of what you and I know as the Second Coming.

So when John the Baptist begins his ministry back in chapter 3, understand like we talked
about last week with this famous kingdom of heaven is at hand, the people of God, the 
Jewish people who had thousands of years of the prophecies of the Lord, they had a 
decision to make, do we, as we sang tonight, do we heed the ancient words as are before 
us or do we "interpret them in our own desires according to our own dispositions"? And 
you and I both know that those men that John the Baptist addressed on the riverside of 
Jordan, they rejected the person of John, they rejected the person of Jesus because they 
wanted it their way, they did not want it God's.

So back to Matthew 3. The critical thing about John the Baptist isn't just how he dressed, 
isn't just how he ate, or isn't the fact of his parallel to the prophet Elijah. Tonight, I want 
to spend the majority of our time talking about his baptism for in this passage of scripture
it says in verse 6 that they were baptized of him in Jordan confessing their sins, and then 
it says the Pharisees and the Sadducees came and he asked them where was the fruit of 
their repentance. And so tonight, somewhat strategically and slowly and though it may 
seem like a lot of information, I promise there is a conclusion that I'm leading us to. I 
want to walk through the characteristics of John the Baptist's baptism, I want to look at 
how we see it continue later in the New Testament, hopefully we will clarify what's 
actually happening at the river Jordan, and finally I want to give you some things to 
consider.

So let's talk about the characteristics. There on the side of the river Jordan, and by the 
way just as an aside, I have stood in the river Jordan, I have been in the very waters as 
close to this place as we personally believe that John the Baptist was and I will personally
testify that is the absolute coldest water on planet earth, okay? I just want you to know 
that you had to be serious when you got in the Jordan River. And by the way, something 
that you may not know and it may seem strange to you, some of the largest catfish I've 

Page 4 of 10



ever seen in my life are in the river Jordan. You would have thought you were down here 
in the South. It just is what it is.

But here are the characteristics of his baptism. 1. His baptism was for an audience of 
Jewish individuals. Those that gathered at the river Jordan were not the "Gentile nations."
Those that came were those that their background, their life had been a picture of the 
sacrifices, the festivals, the feasts. Understand his audience and, by the way, the primary 
audience of all teachings and all miracles in the gospel of Matthew, they were Jewish. 
That's critical in just a moment.

2. His baptism was simultaneous with confession of sin. He asked them as they went in 
the water to confess their sins.

Thirdly, there was physical evidence that qualified as repentance. Notice what it says in 
verse 8. He tells the Pharisees, "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance." We get 
the idea that not just their "personal testimony" but before he placed them under the water
there needed to be a verbal, a physical, something that was a characteristic that their life 
was going to change from this moment forward. We'll talk about what that is in just a 
moment.

And finally and this may be the most important, it is defined by John the Baptist – listen 
– as different than Jesus' baptism. In his own words what does he say? "I baptize you 
with water but he who comes after me will baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire." John the Baptist very clearly stated that what he was doing is not the same as what 
Jesus Christ would do in our lives. In fact, if you continue the story of John the Baptist 
and you read forward in the gospels, when Jesus Christ arrives on the scene for his 
baptism, which we'll address later, remember what John the Baptist said? He said, 
"Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world." Probably the most 
important characteristic of John the Baptist's baptism for us today is that his baptism, he 
never equated it to what Jesus Christ was going to do, in fact, he defined it as a prequel 
to, a set-up for, or that which would lead to humanity's understanding of what Jesus 
Christ was here to accomplish and to do.

With that being said, let me address what I'll call tonight the continuation of John the 
Baptist's baptism. Tonight, I want to read for you probably one of the most controversial 
yet at times most stood upon verses in all of scripture. It's found in the book of Acts 2. 
Let me set the stage for you. Pentecost has taken place, that is a festival of a Jewish 
background. In fact, it says there were nations present from all nations, all Jews, the 
audience is the same, and there Peter gets up and he begins to share with them that Jesus 
Christ was and is the Messiah that they had looked forward to for thousands of years. He 
has been crucified and he has been raised from the dead. In verse 37, the audience asked 
a very important question, "What shall we do?" Allow me to read verse 38 of Acts 2. It 
says, "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
That's a very famous verse that at times has caused great dissension, debate and 
controversy even among the "family of faith." But allow me tonight just for a moment to 
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kind of peel the layers away there because we just read in Matthew 3 what John the 
Baptist was doing and it sounds eerily similar to what Peter spoke in Acts 2:38.

So what happened in Acts 2? The first thing is this: it was a baptism of Jewish 
individuals. Everybody at Pentecost was Jewish. The whole reason they came was to 
celebrate a Jewish festival. Not one person, not one person came to Pentecost with the 
purpose of celebrating the risen Savior Jesus Christ. Not one. Every one of them came to 
continue the Jewish sacrifices that they'd done their entire life.

The second thing I want you to notice is that the baptism in Acts 2:38 was simultaneous 
with the confession of sin. Notice what it said, "Repent and be baptized." The same thing 
that John the Baptist commissioned in Matthew 3.

Here's the third characteristics. It would have physical evidence. Notice what it said back 
in verse 8 of Matthew 3, "What fruits of repentance do you bring?" Well, what would the 
identity, what would the fruit of repentance be? Notice in Acts 2:38, for the remission of 
sins. Why had they come to Pentecost? For the remission of sins. Why had they gathered 
there to sacrifice? Because they believed that that which they brought to that physical 
temple would then allow the Lord to bridge their personal life with his grace and mercy. 
And what does he say? He says for the remission of sins. You do understand that once we
transition unto Jesus Christ as the Savior that has come and that is, that building on that 
hill in Jerusalem is no longer the temple. What did he say in 1 Corinthians 6:19 and 20? 
That your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost. What is the physical evidence? In Acts 
2:38, if those Jewish individuals who originally came to offer a sacrifice believed on 
Jesus Christ as their Messiah, they would never have need again to show up on a certain 
day, at a certain time, with a certain sacrifice. So when he says what he says, he's actually
saying the same thing that John the Baptist told these people on the side of the Jordan 
River.

And finally, it is defined by Paul as different than his baptism. This is critical. In the book
of Ephesians, the apostle Paul is talking about baptism and he not for one single moment 
describes it the same way as Peter did in Acts 2. Why is this important? I called it the 
continuation this evening for a very important reason, because what we see at Pentecost 
is actually just a mass gathering of what we saw at the Jordan River with John the 
Baptist. You had people in the same place, with the same spiritual struggle, desiring the 
same direction.

So allow me hopefully tonight to give some "clarification." At the end of the gospel of 
Matthew 28, we call it the Great Commission and one of the things that the Lord says 
unto us that we are to go unto the entire world, that we're to make disciples of all people, 
and we are to baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Let me 
give us some clarification tonight. The commission that Jesus Christ gave his disciples, 
his apostles to go to the nations does not match what John the Baptist did in Matthew 3 or
what Peter did in Acts 2 because neither of those baptisms were to the nations. Who were
they to? The Jews that were leaving this legalistic, temple-bound worship and Jesus being
raised from the dead say, "I commission you to go to the world, make disciples of all men
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and baptize them." He never said for the remission of sins but in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Secondly, in Acts 10 which, by the way, is on the backside of Cornelius calling out to 
hear the truth of God's word and Peter showing up and the Gentiles being saved, it doesn't
match Acts 2 or Matthew 3 either. When the Gentiles get saved there in Acts 10, the 
words that are said to them are not the same words that were said at the Jordan River nor 
are they the same words that were spoken at Pentecost.

Thirdly, the baptism of John does not "match" any of the language of the Pauline epistles.
Tonight, I challenge you read the book of Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus and 
Philemon, read all of them and anywhere find any language in regards to our faith and/or 
baptism that matches what John the Baptist was preaching. There is not going to be any 
parallel at all and here's the reason: John the Baptist wasn't preaching the message of the 
saved, he was preaching the message to the lost to prepare themselves to meet Jesus the 
Savior who had come to take away the sins of the world.

We sing it all the timed, "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like 
me." What do we talk about? "I once was lost but now I'm found, was blind but now I 
see." Here's the thing you need to hear, on the banks of the Jordan River those individuals
had to realize and believe they were lost before they could ever be found. At Pentecost 
they had to believe they were lost before they could ever be found. I've got news for you: 
in Acts 10 a bunch of Gentiles and Cornelius, they already knew they were lost, they 
didn't have to be convinced of their lostness, they just needed to know how to be found. 
In fact, baptism, and this is going to come strange as a "Baptist" pastor, it's not even a 
"featured doctrine" of the Pauline epistles. The church at Rome, Galatia, Ephesus, etc., 
you know it's interesting that we don't see a whole lot of communication in the Pauline 
epistles regarding baptism. Now it is there and it's alluded to and it's addressed but it's not
an overt theme. It's not as if he comes to every single one of these churches and begins 
with "the doctrine of baptism." Where does he begin? The very first chronological letter 
of the apostle Paul is the book of 1 Thessalonians and do you know how he begins? He 
says, "To you who turned from your idols unto the living God." The very first chapter of 
the first letter that the Lord gave us through the apostle Paul, it doesn't even mention 
baptism at all. It mentions turning from our idols and believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

So tonight, let me "close" with what I consider some pretty interesting considerations. 
Now I'll unpack these but I think they're critical. First consideration is this: the first 
"baptism" in the Bible does not even include water. You say, "What do you mean?" In 1 
Corinthians 10, it mentions the Israelites coming out of Egypt, that famous Exodus 
experience and, by the way, we'll address this later in the gospel of Matthew, why is it 
that John the Baptist came baptizing? Have you ever thought why did the Pharisees not 
come to him and say, "What are you doing and why would you be doing this?" The 
reason he was doing it is because in Deuteronomy 18 it says that the Messiah will come 
as Moses did, and in 1 Corinthians 10 it says the Israelites were baptized unto Moses. 
Now last time I read the story and correct me if I'm wrong, the Israelites didn't get led at 
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all, did they? In fact, they walked across on dry land. Somethings that sometimes we just 
need clarification, you do know that the word "baptism" does not mean water? The word 
"baptism" means "to be immersed." Let me say this somewhat casually, we have, at least 
where we are currently, we have a culture that has been baptized by college football. We 
can say that. It means to be immersed. It means to be overcome with. It means to be 
saturated with. That's not a derogatory use of the word, that's actually an accurate use of 
the word. The very first time that the Bible mentions baptism, the Israelites coming out of
Egypt, it does not include water.

Go back to Matthew 3. Jesus' baptism doesn't even include water. What did John the 
Baptist say he would baptize with? The Holy Ghost and with fire and, by the way, this is 
not the purpose of tonight's message but I have dear friends of mine that say, "Oh, I keep 
praying for the Lord to baptize me with fire." No, you don't want that because in verse 12
he's describing hell, is what he's describing. But in verse 11 he says that Jesus will 
baptize with the Holy Ghost. Isn't that interesting there's this contrast, "I baptize with 
water but Jesus will baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire." 

There is "another" baptism in Matthew 20, we'll get here at some point. Jesus asked his 
disciples, "Can you be baptized with the same baptism I'm going to be baptized with?" 
They said, "Yes, we can." He said, "You're absolutely correct." And in that context he 
was speaking of suffering for that which he had been called to complete and/or finish and
what was he saying to them? That just as we addressed this morning, that they would live
a life that would be marked by persecution and ultimately martyrdom.

So the first baptism doesn't include water, Jesus' baptism doesn't include water, Jesus 
spoke of the baptism of suffering with didn't include water, and point 4, the New 
Testament Christians' "baptism" does not include water. Romans 6 it says we have been 
baptized unto his death, and as God raised Christ from the dead he has raised us as well.

Fifth, baptism, though important, is not of "eternal worth." 1 Corinthians 1:17, the apostle
Paul comes to the church at Corinth and we know them as the carnal church, they're 
really the struggling church, they're trying to figure this thing out. You've got a bunch of 
Gentiles that were saved out of heathenism and paganism and idolatry and how do we 
worship the one true God, how do we eliminate that which we came from, how do we 
embrace that which the Lord desires for our life, and they actually get in an argument of 
who's been baptized properly. Is it those that were baptized by Apollos? Is it those that 
were baptized by Paul? Who and where and when? And I love what the apostle Paul says 
in verse 17, he says, "I'm grateful I didn't baptize any of you except for a couple of you." 
In other words, if it had been so overly important don't you think he would have made a 
bigger deal of it? Of, "Hey, aren't you grateful you weren't baptized by that guy?" He says
it's important but don't "read too much into it."

Finally, none of the above "baptisms" mention or infer repentance for the remission of 
sins. So why tonight are we gathered in person, online, in what we know as a "Baptist 
church"? Why am I when I come to self-identification completely unashamed just say 
that I am a Baptist? Because the word "Baptist" does not necessitate nor equate to what 
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we know as water. What it simply means is to be immersed. So then again, why do we do
it? I mean, after all, this morning at the 11 o'clock service we had two baptisms, we 
average almost a baptism or two every single day that we gather on Sunday, so why do 
we do it? Because it's a picture on the outside of what Jesus Christ has done on the inside.

But in Matthew 3, when John the Baptist gathered at the Jordan River, I want you to hear 
me clearly, there's not a single soul, it doesn't matter what their bank account was worth, 
it doesn't matter what their popularity level was, their networking skills, there wasn't a 
single soul who came to the Jordan River that was what you and I would call a born again
believer in Jesus Christ. There wasn't one. Do you know what they were? They were 
Jewish people who'd been doing their best to keep the law and they realized, "I can't do 
this." So what did John the Baptist say? He said, "You need to have an Exodus 
experience just like the Israelites." What did they do? They came out of bondage into 
freedom. They passed through the water. And they no longer, here's what's important to 
the analogy, they would no longer trust in Egypt for their means and their ways. When 
John the Baptist took those individuals under the water and brought them back up, they 
were repenting of their sins, yes, in effect they were leaving the legalistic temple system 
and then they followed Jesus. 

For you and I today, the reason that we are baptized is not the same as at the river Jordan 
with John the Baptist. We are not being baptized to "leave a legalistic Jewish system," we
are being baptized to share with the world that Jesus Christ has saved us and that is why 
you hear us every single time buried in the likeness of his death, raised to walk in 
newness of life. It is a very important picture on the outside of what Jesus has done on the
inside but in Matthew 3, Jesus hadn't saved anybody on the inside yet because he had yet 
to go to the cross, he had yet to raise from the grave, and even in Acts 2 you had a group 
of people that found themselves in the same situation as those gathered in Matthew 3.

So John the Baptist is a pretty interesting character with a fascinating appearance, diet, 
but a very strategic message. How does his message resonate in our lives today? Those of
us gathered in person, those of us gathered online, I would daresay that 99.99% of us are 
not trapped in a legalistic, temple-based, sacrificial worship system, tonight is not about 
us leaving any self-religious justification and then turning to Jesus. For us tonight, we 
need to recognize that we've got a sin problem, that we have rebelled against God and 
that Jesus Christ has lived, he has died, he has raised from the grave, and that our placing 
our eternity and faith in him saves our soul and baptism is our way of telling the world 
not what we're doing to be saved but what Jesus did on our behalf so that we now can say
we are saved.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. Tonight as we come to our time of 
response, maybe you're one of those individuals that says, "You know, I've been a 
believer in Jesus for a long time but I've never followed in believer's baptism." We'd love 
to sit down and talk with you about that. We'd love to share with you the importance and 
what it means biblically. Maybe you're one of those persons that said, "Do you know 
what? I've been in church a long time or maybe for the first time and I never really 
understood the importance of the gospel and Jesus." Maybe tonight is the night where 
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you turn from your sin and you turn to Jesus. Or maybe tonight the Lord has impressed 
upon your heart something that has technically no relation to the construct of the message
tonight but that's the beautiful thing about the Holy Spirit, anytime we allow ourselves to 
be immersed in the word of God the Spirit of God has a way of taking charge of our life 
and tonight you and I have the privilege of taking however the Lord has spoken to us and 
making sure it doesn't stay in here but that it leaves with us. Tonight is the opportunity 
whether that which needs to be made public or that which is private to render a decision 
of what we will do with what God gave us.

Heavenly Father, tonight as we come to this time of decision, thank you. God, thank you 
that in spite of us that you love us, that in spite of the fact that we as humanity have this 
continued track record of rebellion and disobedience that, God, your love for us is 
greater than all that. Thank you that, God, tonight that we can "be baptized with the Holy
Ghost," we can be saved, we can be redeemed, we can be restored unto a right 
relationship with you. And God, tonight whatever it is that you've spoken unto us, may we
simply follow in obedience. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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