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Genesis 15:1-21 
 

The Book of Genesis is the book of beginnings.  An understanding of Genesis is essential in understanding the rest 
of the bible. 

 
1 ¶  After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I 

am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. After all this happens, God appears to Abram again in a 
vision for the 4th time.  God announces 2 things to Abram in this vision: the kings who were mad at him were 
destroyed because God is his shield; and Abram will have exceeding great reward because he didn’t take the bad 
kings wealth and possessions.  God will be Abram’s great reward. 

2 ¶  And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my 
house is this Eliezer of Damascus?   The foremost thing on Abram’s mind is not wealth but the lack of heirs.  
In those times if you didn’t have any children to be heirs, you picked out someone in your household to leave all 
your stuff to. 

3  And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.   
4  And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that 

shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.  God emphatically tells Abram that Eliezer is 
not going to be his heir.  God says Abram is going to have a natural child… just be patient. 

5  And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be 
able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.  God tells Abram that he will have as 
many descendents as there are stars in the sky.  The Muslims, Jews, Christianity all claim Abram as their father.  
They number in the billions. 

6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.  This verse is so incredibly 
important.  Get in close relationship with Him by believing in the Lord and it will be counted as righteousness.  
All you have to do is believe.  It’s as simple as that.  There is no act, no work, no other behaviour but belief that 
will get you close to God.  

 
Romans 4:2-5 
2  For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
3  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. Anything you work for is 

debt.  You work, they owe you something.  Work gives you a reward of salary or a paycheck, not salvation.  
Salvation is not something you can work for, like going to work everyday.  Salvation comes through grace by 
faith only. 

5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.  Its God that does the part of saving you, and this is  done by grace from God for your belief in 
Him, by your faith. 

Galatians 3:6-9 
6 ¶  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
7  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 
8  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the 

gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
9  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
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Genesis 15:7-21 
7 ¶  And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this 

land to inherit it. 
8  And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 
9  And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a 

ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 
10  And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against 

another: but the birds divided he not.  He just cut the  birds in half, but not all the way. 
11  And when the fowls came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
12 ¶  And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great 

darkness fell upon him.  God put Abram in a very deep sleep. 
13  And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 

theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;  Abrams descendents are 
getting ready to go into a land that is not theirs (Egypt) to live peacefully  for 30 years and then be enslaved to 
Pharoh for 400 years. 

14  And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance.  When they come out of bondage, they will be able to take anything they want material-wise.  
They could go into any house and take any possession with them   

15  And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.  Abram lived to 170-
175 years old.  Remember, the lifespan of man is decreasing.   

16  But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full.  The Canaanites who live here now are bad, but they will get worse.  They will get so bad it will be awful. 

17 ¶  And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, 
and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.  This was a divided sacrifice.  What they would do 
if 2 men made an agreement, they would split the sacrifice and shake hands, declare their agreement, then 
they’d walk between the sacrifice and the deal was sealed.  Here, only God walks between the sacrifice.  God is 
giving all, Abram is giving nothing.  God made the promise.  The burning furnace represents the nation of Israel.  
The lamp represents that whatever the Jewish people go through, God will be their light. 

18  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this 
land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:  The Israelites have never 
possessed all this land, but it will happen in the future, you can count on it. 

19  The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 
20  And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 
21  And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.  These are all the 

boundaries of the land that Abram’s descendants will possess through the promise of God made right here.  


