
Parable 2 -- Sower and the Seed 

 (Matthew 13:1-23;  Mark 4:2-20;  Luke 8:4-15) 
(March 7, 2018)  

 

The setting:    Matthew 13:1-2   The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea 

side.  2 And great multitudes were gathered  together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; 
and the whole multitude stood on the shore.  

● This is the first parable -- those prior are really similitudes 

The parable:    Matthew 13:3-9    And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, 

Behold, a sower went forth to sow;  4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the 
fowls came and devoured them up:  5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: 
and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:  6 And when the sun was up, 
they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.  7 And some fell among 
thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:  8 But other fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.  9 Who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.  

● Players:  Sower (unidentified), seeds (the word of the kingdom), four soils (wayside, stoney 
places, thorns, good ground) 

● Results:   Wayside -- fowls came and devoured them up;  Stoney places -- sprang up, no depth, 
scorched, withered away;  Thorns -- thorns choked them;  Good ground -- brought forth fruit 
100 fold, 60 fold, some 30 fold 

● Hear:  This is about hearing -- “verily, verily” (In the south means listen up).  This is about 
degrees of hearing and receiving with the heart -- not understanding, but the “want to” 

● Desire:   Matthew 7:7   Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: 

The question:    Matthew 13:10-17    And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest 

thou unto them in parables?  11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.  12 For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be 
taken away even that he hath.  13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see 
not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.  14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy 
of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and 
shall not perceive:  15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.  16 But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.  17 For verily I say unto you, That 
many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen 
them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.  

● Disciples:   Why speakest 
● Jesus:     “it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 

is not given”     Luke 8:10    And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they 
might not understand.   (For complete understanding see message “Mysteries of the 
Mysteries” dated March 4, 2018) 

● Blessed:   We are blessed as the disciples -- even above many prophets -- just to hear 
● Do it:    James 1:22   But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

selves. 



Parable explained:  
Matthew 13:18-23    Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.  19 When any one heareth the word 
of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.  

● Wayside heart:  The place where the word is sown -- this heart is as hard as 
pavement/concrete; the person is narrow-minded 

● Wicked one:   catches the word away -- nothing sinks in 
Matthew 13:20    But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the 
word, and anon with joy receiveth it;  21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for 
when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.  

● Stony places:   Note: stoney places have some soil between the rock 
● Received it:  Received with joy (emotion) -- the word makes sense for a time 
● No root:   The word not deeply rooted in the heart 
● Dureth for a while:  The word, the focus is only for a while 
● Tribulations:   The word brings tribulation/persecutions -- (Luke 8:13 uses the word 

temptation) -- lust/flesh removes the word 
Matthew 13:22    He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the 
care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.  

● The thorns:  Sharp thorns and shade overwhelm anything planted in them;  the word is planted  
● Cares of the world:   Riches, pleasures, worries, business, materialism, etc. change the focus 
● Deceitfulness:   Satan again with deceit Romans 12:2   “be not conformed to this world” 
● Unfruitful:  Focus on worldly produces no fruit for the Kingdom 

Matthew 13:23    But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.  

● Good ground:   Luke 8:15 calls the good ground as “honest and good heart”;   this is a ground 
with focus on the Word;  hindrances are not in focus 

● Hear, understand, beareth fruit:   Previous verses:    Matthew 7:7   Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:     James 1:22   But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

● Beareth fruit:    This is fruit for the Kingdom -- not materialism 

Conclusion: 

● This is not a salvation parable -- this is about the receiving of the Word with the heart 
● Only the wayside soil is the Word rejected -- snatched away immediately 
● The stoney places, the thorny soil and the good ground are the stages of all that hear the word; 

they are symbols of our maturing hearts 
● The fruitfulness are signs of our maturing heart -- not salvation 
● The sower is unnamed; it is all that sow and we are only sowers -- we are not responsible for 

the outcome;   1 Corinthians 3:6   I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 

Application:   Matthew 6:33-34   But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and 

all these things shall be added unto you.  34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
  
 
 


