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# 1 in Series, “Standing Firm in the True Grace of God” 

 
1 Peter 5:12b (NASB) “…I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” 
 
“The only ‘comfortable’ Christian will be a ‘compromising’ Christian, and his comfort will be costly.”                 —Warren Wiersbe 
 
2 Timothy 3:12 (NASB) “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
 
Introduction (v. 1a) 
 
Philippians 3:20 (NASB) “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NASB) “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we 
beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
 
 
I.       We Are Chosen Before the World (vv. 1b-2) 
 

“The god who is so small that he can be fully understood is not large enough to be worshipped.”             —Evelyn Underhill 
 
 
A. The Father’s Part (vv. 1b-2) 
 

Ephesians 1:4a (NASB) “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world…”  
 
Luke 18:7a (NASB) “Now, will not God bring about justice for His elect …”  
 
Romans 8:33 (NASB) “Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies.” 
 
Colossians 3:12 (NASB) “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” 
 
2 Timothy 2:10 (NASB) “For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also 
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.”  
 
Titus 1:1 (NASB) “Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of 
God…” 
 
“The miracle all began with God: we were chosen by the Father (Ephesians 1:3-4). This took place in the               
deep counsels of eternity, and we knew nothing about it until it was revealed to us in the Word of God. This election 
was not based on anything we had done, because we were not even on the scene. Nor was it based on anything    
God saw that we would be or do. God’s election was based wholly on His grace and love. We cannot explain it 
(Romans 11:33-36), but we can rejoice in it.”                                                                                       —Warren Weirsbe 
 
Romans 3:11 (NASB) “There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God.”  
 
1 John 4:10 (NASB) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation [satisfactory payment] for our sins.”  
 



Acts 2:23 (NASB) “This Man, [Jesus] delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.”  
 
Revelation 13:8b (NIV) “…the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”  
 
Mark 16:15 (NASB) “And He [Jesus] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.’”  
 
Acts 1:8 (NASB) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
 
Revelation 5:9b (NASB) “You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation.” 

 
 

B. The Spirit’s Part (v. 2b) 
 

Ephesians 5:18 (NASB) “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”  
 
Galatians 5:16 (NASB) “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.”  
 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NASB) 22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 

 
 

C. The Son’s Part (v. 2c) 
 

 
Hebrews 13:5b (NASB) “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” 

 
 
II.      We Are Confident in the World (vv. 3-5) 
 

A. We Have a Living Hope (v. 3) 
 

Hebrews 7:25 (NASB) “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.” 

 
 

B. We Have a Reserved Inheritance (v. 4) 
 

1.   It Is Imperishable (v. 4a) 
 
2. It Is Undefiled (v. 4b) 
 
3. It Is Unfading (v. 4c) 

 
 
         C.   We Have a Confident Security (v. 5) 

Sermon 1:  Chosen and Protected 

1 Peter 1:1-5 



   I have entitled this series of messages in 1 Peter, Standing Firm in the True Grace of God. That 
title comes from 1 Peter 5:12b: “… I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this 
is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” 1 Peter was written to believers who were going 
through some tough times of persecution, and the tough times were not going away anytime 
soon. For the most part Christians in the western world have experienced fairly comfortable 
lives when it comes to persecution. Even in our day, our Christian brothers and sisters in other 
parts of the world have suffered and died for their faith in and loyalty to Christ. Several of our 
mission teams who have gone to one of the most persecuted countries in Africa have seen 
suffering first hand. In one village where some of our members were, they met a shopkeeper who 
was a Christian – one of the very few Christians in that village. Not too long after that, He was 
shot and killed by one of the most evil of all the terrorist groups – killed because he confessed 
Christ. 

   While it is unlikely (not impossible) that Christians in America will be shot for professing 
Christ, there will be other types of trials that will come because of our profession of and our walk 
with Christ. Warren Weirsbe said it well: “The only ‘comfortable’ Christian will be a 
‘compromising’ Christian, and his comfort will be costly.” [Warren Wiersbe, Be Hopeful, page 5]  

   The Bible says in 2 Timothy 3:12: “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.” Isn’t it amazing we never hear these truths from the “Health, Wealth, and 
Prosperity” preachers? 

Introduction (v.1) 

   In many translations, the phrase, “who are chosen” is a part of verse 2. That is the way we are 
going to handle this phrase. Who are these “aliens” spoken of in verse one? This is not referring 
to extra-terrestrial beings. An “alien” was a person whose primary residency was in another area. 
It is translated “exiles” (ESV), “temporary residents” (CSV), and “pilgrims” (NKJV). It wasn’t 
popular being a Christian in the first century. Thousands died for their faith including 
(according to history) all of the apostles with the exception of John, who was exiled to the 
Alcatraz of that day – the Isle of Patmos. For believers then and now, in addition to the trials 
because we are a Christian there are just the normal trials we suffer because we live in a fallen 
world. At least fifteen times in this short epistle, Peter refers to suffering and uses eight different 
Greek words for suffering.  

   There is a sense that all Christians are aliens or pilgrims here on this earth. We read in 
Philippians 3:20: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” I dearly love the first verse of the old song, This World Is Not My Home 
(some of the rest of the verses aren’t all that theologically accurate, so I just stick with that first 
verse). 

This world is not my home; I'm just a passing through.  
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.  
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door,  
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.  
                                                                  —J. R. Baxter 

   God’s plan is not that we sit around and wait until we go to Heaven; we are told in 2 
Corinthians 5:20: “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an 
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” In fact, the way 
Christianity spread so quickly through the then civilized world was that the persecution sent 



believers looking for a place to escape, but wherever they went they made disciples! The Lord 
didn’t leave us here to live pain free, persecution free, comfortable lives; He has sent us as His 
ambassadors to make disciples. We need to hear that over and over, because we tend to forget 
why we are here. When we do that, we become settlers instead of pilgrims. Let’s examine this 
important text.  

I.       We Are Chosen Before the World (vv. 1b-2) 

   It always amazes me how some people say that the Trinity is not in the Bible. Make no mistake, 
the Trinity is in the Old Testament in shadow, but the Trinity is clearly present in the New 
Testament. Notice in our text, first we see “the foreknowledge of God the Father”, then see 
second, “the sanctifying of the [Holy] Spirit”, and then thirdly, “obey Jesus Christ” [God the 
Son]. The whole Trinity is actively involved in our salvation. Volumes have been written 
concerning        verses 1b-2. I warn you that some of this is beyond our ability to completely 
comprehend. That doesn’t bother me at all. I fully agree with the quote I have often shared with 
you from Evelyn Underhill: “The god who is so small that he can be fully understood is not large 
enough to be worshipped.” [Source unknown]  

Let’s examine the role of the Trinity in our salvation.  

A.  The Father’s Part (vv. 1b-2a) 

   If you are truly a Christian, take comfort in the midst of painful trials that you are chosen by 
God the Father. It grieves me that there is so much controversy about this passage that people 
miss the incredible comforting truth that is here. Think of it: if you are a new creation in Christ, 
you are chosen by God the Father. The word “chosen” is translated “elect” in many other 
translations – the KJV, NKJV, NIV, and ESV. The word translated “elect” or “chosen” means “to 
pick out”, “to select among the many”, or “to choose”. The same root word is used in Ephesians 
1:4a: “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world…” It is so sad that Satan has 
taken this truth that is meant to encourage believers and uses it to bring strife and division 
among believers.  

   There is no shortage of references to this word translated “chosen” or “elect” in the Bible. Here 
are a few examples:  

Luke 18:7a: “now, will not God bring about justice for His elect…”  

Romans 8:33: “Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies.”  

Colossians 3:12: “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  

2 Timothy 2:10: “For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that 
they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.”  

Titus 1:1: “Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those 
chosen of God…”  

   If you have been here very long, you know that I deeply respect author and Bible teacher 
Warren Weirsbe. He cuts to the chase and has a God given ability to explain Scripture so that the 
average person can grasp what he is saying. Here is what he says about election:  



The miracle all began with God: we were chosen by the Father (Ephesians 1:3-4). 
This took place in the in the deep counsels of eternity, and we knew nothing 
about it until it was revealed to us in the word of God. This election was not based 
on anything we had done, because we were not even on the scene. Nor was it 
based on anything God saw that we would be or do. God’s election was based 
wholly on His grace and love. We cannot explain it (Romans 11:33-36), but we 
can rejoice in it.  
[Warren Weirsbe, Be Hopeful, page 19-20]  

That communicates what I want to say, but he says it so much better than I can!  

   Let’s dig a little deeper. We are chosen, “according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.” 
What does that word “foreknowledge” mean? This gets a little deep, but it is worth going down 
for. Let me tell you what this being “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” 
does not mean. It does not mean that God the Father looked way out into the future and saw 
what we would choose and then chose those He knew that would choose Him. There are several 
reasons that view cannot be what foreknowledge means. One reason is that it makes man 
sovereign in salvation instead of God. That view of foreknowledge (God choosing based on what 
he saw us doing in the future) has man acting and God reacting. God is sovereign and He doesn’t 
share His sovereignty with man. If God only chose us because He saw what we would do in the 
future, then we would be sharing the glory of salvation with God. Can you picture a testimony 
time if that view of salvation was believed? Someone stands and gives testimony, “I just want to 
praise God and myself for my salvation. God provided the payment and I had the good sense to 
reach out and take it.” That view of salvation would require a fallen spiritually dead person to 
initiate seeking after God. Romans 3:11: “There is none who understands, there is none who 
seeks for God.” John shines the spotlight on this truth in 1 John 4:10: “In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation [satisfactory payment] 
for our sins.” God is the initiative taker in salvation.  

   Another place that word “foreknowledge” is used is in Acts 2:23 where Peter is preaching to the 
Jews about the crucifixion of Christ. He says in Acts 2:23: “this Man, [Jesus] delivered over by 
the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless 
men and put Him to death.” Follow me here. Was the cross something that God saw happening 
out in the future and then said, “Oh, I’d better use this in some good way”, or was the cross 
planned and preordained by God as the means of our salvation? Obviously, the cross was in 
God’s plan before the world was even created! Jesus is called in Revelation 13:8b (NIV): “…the 
Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”  

   The Father’s part is that He chose us, not because we deserved it, but because of His great 
mercy. True Christians never feel superior compared to non-Christians. Quite the contrary, true 
Christians live in gratitude toward this God of mercy and grace, and long to get the Gospel to 
sinners from every tongue, tribe and nation that they might experience this amazing grace of 
God. Someone may ask, “But what if they are not among those as verse 2 says “who are chosen”. 
That is none of our business. Our commission, our marching orders are in Mark 16:15: “And He 
[Jesus] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.’” We see our 
marching orders in Acts 1:8: “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the remotest part of the earth." Those “who are chosen” are God’s business, but we know that 
there are people He has chosen from every people group: Revelation 5:9b: “You were slain and 
purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”  



B.  The Spirit’s Part (v. 2b) 

   To be sanctified is to be set apart for a holy purpose. God the Father chooses us, and God the 
Holy Spirit sanctifies us, sets us apart for God’s plan to be worked in and through us. Our 
sanctification is the out-working of the Father’s choosing us. The Holy Spirit’s sanctifying work 
is to progressively set us apart from sin to God, to set us apart from darkness to light, to set us 
apart from a fleshly love of self to a love for righteousness. The sanctifying of the Holy Spirit also 
involves His filling us. Ephesians 5:18: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, 
but be filled with the Spirit.” To “fill” means to empower, to be controlled by, to permeate our 
lives. This sanctification starts at salvation, but it continues until we are with Jesus and are 
made like Him. It is that sanctifying and filling of the Spirit that enables us to walk by the Spirit 
and not the flesh and to live out in everyday life the fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:16: “But I say, 
walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” That walk looks like this: 
Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  

   The Father chooses us, and the Spirit sanctifies us – sets us apart and equips us to obey and 
live out the will of the Father.   

C.  The Son’s Part (v. 2c) 

   Jesus provided, paid for our salvation by the shedding of His own blood on Calvary’s cross. In 
the Old Testament ceremonies, the sprinkling of blood signified and pictured cleansing. All of 
these ceremonies pointed to Jesus. His blood propitiated (satisfied) the Father’s wrath; He paid 
sin’s penalty, and He redeemed (bought us) out of the slave market of sin. 

   Let me simplify it this way: From the perspective of God the Father, I was saved when He 
chose me before the foundation of the world. From the perspective of God, the Son (Jesus 
Christ), I was saved when He shed His blood for me on an old rugged cross. From the 
perspective of God, the Spirit, I was saved on a Friday in Vacation Bible School when I 
responded to the Holy Spirit’s conviction and an invitation from my pastor to repent of my sin 
and trust in and give my life to Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit then came to dwell in me to and 
empower me to live out Christ’s life through me. I can walk in security because my Lord said in 
Hebrews 13:5b: “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” I can think of no greater 
comfort in times of trial and turmoil than this.  

II.      We Are Confident in the World (vv. 3-5) 

   Peter follows the introduction of verses 1-2 with glorious truths concerning the results of 
knowing Christ. This passage is a doxology focusing on the blessings and joys of genuine 
salvation. The bottom line is that we can stand confident in a world that seems to be going crazy 
because of what our Lord has given us in salvation. Look at three amazing things He has given 
us. 

A.  We Have a Living Hope (v. 3) 

   The word “hope” in the Bible doesn’t have the same meaning as the way we use the word 
“hope” in everyday conversation. When most people talk about hope, they use it as being 
synonymous with the word “wish”. Biblical hope is not a wish, it is not a “maybe” or an “if it’s 
possible”; biblical hope is a rock-solid confidence in the promises of God.  



   Follow the logic here. Our greatest need is a mediator, an intercessor, someone who would go 
before God on our behalf. We were in Adam, lost, condemned, helpless, and hopeless. Jesus is 
the intercessor we needed. Hebrews 7:25: “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who 
draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” When we 
come to Jesus in surrender and trust, we are no longer in Adam and under condemnation for 
sin; I am now “in Christ” and my union with Him means that His righteousness before a holy 
God is my righteousness and I am (as Hebrews 7:25 says) saved forever, brought near to God, 
and live with a “know so hope” that in Christ I am saved forever.  

B.  We Have a Reserved Inheritance (v. 4) 

   Peter gives us an encouraging description of this inheritance in verse 4. 

1.  It Is Imperishable (v. 4a) 

   The Word “imperishable” means that it is not corruptible, not subject to rotting or wearing out, 
and not something that gets old and loses its value. 

2.  It Is Undefiled (v. 4b) 

   This word means unpolluted and unstained. Because we live in a polluted, fallen world, 
everything is somewhat defiled. However, our inheritance is unpolluted and undefiled.   

3.  Unfading (v. 4c) 

   The Greek word used here referred to a flower that didn’t wither or die. It means that our 
inheritance will never lose its wonder, its magnificence, or its value. One commentator said, 
“Heaven is the safe deposit box where God is guarding over our inheritance.” Nothing or no one 
can steal it away. That ought to make us homesick for that inheritance that waits for all who are 
in Christ.  

C.  We Have a Confident Security (v. 5) 

   The question may come, “I know that my inheritance is safe, but what if we can’t get to where 
our inheritance is?” The word “protected” is a military word that means to set a garrison or a fort 
around. We can be confident because Heaven does not require that we hang on to God; it is God 
who hangs on to us.  

Conclusion 

   Everything we could ever desire in God’s presence in Heaven is kept there, secure, guarded, 
and protected. J. Vernon McGee tells about a man who requested that one word be put on his 
tombstone – “Kept”. That’s a good word when we live in a world where everything seems to be 
temporary. In Christ, we are kept.  
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