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Let us therefore strive to enter that rest,
8o that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.
For the word of God is living and active
Hebrews 4:11-12

If you do not hear the Word of God, you will not know the Word
of God.
If you do not know the Word of God, you cannot know God’s

ways.

If you do not know God’s ways, you will easily and quickly decide
the world’s ways are the best ways, but they are the ways of the false
god or idol you have set up in your soul in the place of the Lord.
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The Bible teaches that God’s “eternal power and divine nature” are
clearly understood by everyone, since they are revealed in creation
itself. Our own selves and the world we live in reveal God'’s power
and character. But, those of us educated by and conformed to mod-
ern Western culture may have a hard time accepting the fact that
this evidence exists in nature, because we think as secular human-
ists. Yet it is true. Creation itself testifics not only to the existence of
God, but also to his eternal power, and it provides details of God’s
personal character - that he is organized, creative, well planned,
caring, providing, personal, eternal, transcendent, and more.

There is also detailed revelation that has been recorded from the
beginning of time in written form and collected in what we call the
Word of God, or the Bible. In the text of Scripture the plan of God
and greater detail regarding his eternal character are revealed. This
revealed information can all be classified as promises of God. Keep
in mind however, that not every “promise” in the Word of God is
something we would desire or find pleasant in our fallen human
state. The natural man might not consider many of God’s promises
to be positive things.

Some of the promises in the Bible can be likened to things we
might use our three wishes from a genie in a bottle on. They are
things we would not hesitate to call blessings. These promises guar-
antee what God is going to do for us. They may manifest in our
temporal lives by being fulfilled in 2 moment, or in days, or months,
or even years.
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Many of the promises of God come with qualifying conditions
- akin to “wait for it” - and require us to possess certain charac-
ter traits such as endurance, patience, faithfulness, and confidence.
Some of these promises are given along with phrases such as “in
that d:[}r“, “in due season”, “do not give up", and even “these died
in faith not hn\"i.ng received the thi.ngs Pmmiscd but having seen
them and gn:::t::d them from afar.”

I will idcnﬁf}r a few of the promises we have available to us in the
Word of God here in the next few chapters. I would like to begin

with two overall summary statements. The first is:

1. GOD IS GOOD

This is a foundational insight and it is nlmys true. This fact is inclcpcn-
dent of our ﬂ:c:]ings, opinions, situations or environments. The bedrock
truth that God is good 1s confirmed several places in the Bible:

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
— 1 Chronicles 16:34

. .gfwfrrg thanks to the Lord- For He 15 gm.a"
— Ezra 3:11

Good and upng.&f 15 the Lord.
— Psalm 25:8

Ne one r‘_:gam’bm‘ One, that 15, God
= Jesus quoted in Mark 10:18

Ewvery good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of | f::g..frfs, with whom there i5 ne vartation

or shadow sf fﬂrﬂfﬂg’.
—James 1:17
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Understanding and trusting the fact that our Lord, the Creator
God, is absolutely good is absolutely necessary for a person to enter
into the rest of God. In spite of all the evil in the world and the
sin in our own hearts, the eternal character of God's goodness is
active in our world and in our lives. We must come to grips with

the fact that ]ight, truth and life can exist simultanmusl}'
ina tc:mpural world where darkness, dbct:pﬁun and death
also exist.

The presence of darkness does not prove that light does
not exist, because the existence of light is the only possi-
ble way for darkness to be defined. Light is a thing. Dark-
ness 1s a nun-thing. Darkness is nuthing more than the
absence of ].ight. You have a ]ight switch to turn on the
li.ght - but you do not turn on the dark with a dark switch.

In the same way, if there were no truth, deception would
not be deceitful, because deception is nothing more than
truth perverted. And, something cannot be said to be
dead unless what you mean is that its life has been taken
away. Darkness, deception and death are non-things. They
01‘11}-' exist when you have removed light, truth and life.

Darkness is nothing
more than the
absence of light.
Deception is noth-
ing more than truth
perverted.

Death only means
life has been
removed.
Darkness, decep-
tion and death are
non-things.

They only exist
when you have
remaoved light,
fruth or life.

E}' the same l'i::I.SUI'I.‘Ing.r there is acl'ua]]}r no mystery to the concept
that God s eternally gucd even when we experience bad in life. In
fact, a large portion of God's promises involve him defeating evil,
destroying death, and bringing about the utter annihilation of any-
thing that stands in rebellion to his good nature. God wages battle
by being good and for the sake of good.

To have faith in God and to enter into his rest your soul will have
to I'u:nr, und::rst:md, and believe that God is guud. 1If you cannot
accept this promise, then you cannot have faith in the true God -

and you will never enter his rest.
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Without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near fo God must believe that be exists and that he rewards
thase who seek bim.

— Hebrews 11:6

The second truth we need to understand and believe to bcgin en-
tering into God's rest is this:

2. IF YOU SEEK GOD, YOU WILL FIND GOD

The Bible teaches that if we seek to understand God, he will reveal
himself to us - that if you decide to seek the Lord, you will find
him. God is not hiding. If anyone is hiding it is mankind. In the
Garden of Eden it was Adam who hid himself from God, because
Adam knew the truth about his own sinfulness and God's righ-
teousness. Adam knew he had sinned, so he hid.

‘The opposite of secking the truth is suppressing the truth. As we
have seen, the fact that God 1s driving out sin, evil, darkness, and
death is a basic truth revealed to all mankind through creation it-
self. But all humans - just like Adam - are afraid of this truth be-
cause man is by nature in rebellion against God. In fear then, men
suppress the truth to help them maintain their sanity, because they
know God is bringing wrath and judgment on their evil and sin.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
agaim! all unga.:ﬂ'infj: and unn:g.&fmumm of men,
who by their unrightesusness suppress the truth.
- Romans 1:18

S0, what may be known about God is revealed and available for
those who want to seck and find the Lord. This second promise is
a great promise. Not only 1s God good, but if you want to find this
good God he promises that you will find him.
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I lgwe thase who love me, and those who seck me diligently find me.
— Proverds 8:17

From there you will seek the LORD your God and you wilf
[find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with
all your saul.
= Deuteronomy 4:29

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.
— Jeremiah 29:13

Jesus said: 1 tell you, ask, and it 'tuffféfgiirfn ts you;
seek, and you will ﬁmf;
knock, and it will be spened to you.
For everyane whe asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks 1f will be ope'nﬂf. -
— Laike 11:9-10

These, then, are the first two great promises declared by both the
Word of God and by creation itself:

1. God is good
2. If you seek God, you will find him

You can begin preparing your soul to enter the rest of God 1:!)' hear-
ing, knowing, and trusting these two promises. Thcy will Furﬁf}'
your mind during times of trouble and confusion, and they will
prevent the invasion of lies, deceit and corrupted ideologies that

contradict the nature of God and his availability.
Remember, these promises are true. God’s very Word and his rep-

utation stand behind them. No matter what the world tells you or
what deception tries to convince you of, the Word of God is living
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and active, standing eternal over all creation with God himself.

For the word quad ix !f'm'ﬂg and active,

s.&arpfr than any fw&—m’gfﬂ’ sword,

Fffrrfﬂg fo the division qf.fauf and quﬁn‘t,

af jeints and af marrew,

and discernin I the ﬂ:vaz:g,ﬁ.ff and tntenfions egf the heart.
And no creature 15 hidden fmm his n:g.&f.

but all are naked and exposed

fo the eyes af him to whom we mm.fgiw account.
— Hebrews 4:11-12

Begin to know these promises and remember them. Concentrate
on them, because they will stabilize your soul in good times and
bad, in life or death, and in the light or in darkness.

There are many more promises with even more detail revealed in
Scripture. We will now take a look at more of God’s promises that
teach the wiays of the Lord that will htlp us anchor our souls and

maintain our plm:c in the rest of God.
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O - THE PROMISES: KNOWING GOD’S WAYS

Some promises include tcrnpural blcssings and d:-lil}r provisions for

life.

Other promises include a call to service, endurance, and the sacri-
fice of tcmpornl blcssings in order to achieve God's plnn for us as
we run the race of life marked out for us.

The first kind of promise is about blessings to be enjoyed with
thanksglﬁng in this lifetime. The second kind HDH]'.IEIH}' pertains to
blcssin.gs and provisions for the future.

These two types of promises are distinguished in Hebrews 11
where a rather extensive list of believers, leading all the way up to
the time of Jesus Christ are commended. Some of these believers
had faith to trust God for temporal blessings and daily deliverance.
Others were denied temporal blessings, and endured hardships in
order to fulfill God’s plan for them in history.

The writer of Hebrews identifies 10 situations where believers re-
ceived deliverance or provision, and took lcadcrsl'ﬁp to accomp]ish
God’s temporal plan. In Hebrews 11:33-35 these heroes of faith
accomplished these things and received these blessings during
their lives in this world:
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Paul used all of these arguments in Romans 1:18-23; 2:14-15 and Acts 14:14-18; 17:24-28 to cause the pagans to reevaluate their
theology. Romans 1:20 says, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities — his eternal power and divine nature— have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made so that we are without excuse.” These invisible qualities of God’s
eternal power and divine nature are seen in creation:

. Glory revealed in the skies and universe (Psalm 19:1)

. Power revealed in the immovableness of the earth and solar system (Psalm 93:1; 19:1)

. Supremacy revealed in creation (Acts 14:15)

. Goodness revealed in sending the sun and rain for all people (Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:17)
. Intelligence revealed in our own skill and ability to design (Acts 17:29)

. Greatness revealed in the vastness of the seas and outer space (Psalm 29:3-5; 93:4)

. Judgment revealed in thunder and storms (Job 37:1-5)

~NOoO oA, WNER

If God Does Exist, Who is He?
God would have to be greater than his creation in every way.
God’s creation would reflect his nature and his qualities just as Romans 1:20 says:
“For since the creation of the world God'’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being

The Universe Appears As: First Cause (God) Must Be:
[ imifless Space [nfinite
U Ime Eternal
Pe ofion Omnipotent
Un | Varjety Qm nt
[nfinitely Complex Omniscience
B : Fir Must Be:
ltgrs ) ty £ erspna I
eelings mofionag
!\fiﬂ" Voljitional
Ethics oral
System of Right and Wrong Holy
System of Justice Just
Love Loving
Life Living

The above descriptions of the creation and human creatures reflect a First Cause, or a God that exactly matches the God described in
the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. Whoever God is, his character and his qualities must be seen in creation itself. If what a

person describes as “god” is not compatible with the created world then that “god” is not the True God.

To create this universe, God must be transcendent (outside the boundaries of the universe). This means God cannot be described as
one with the universe like the force in Star Wars. The First Cause cannot be the mindlessness, less-than-conscious unity

known as the Supreme Soul of Eastern religions, because that state itself lacks purpose and design. The Creator must be personable
since he created people with personalities.



