Foundational Commitments of the True Church
Matt. 16:13-28

Part 2

Introduction:

I.A Great Confession What We Believe

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He
asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that |, the Son of
Man, am?”

14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

5 He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?”

16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.”

IlLA Great Communication What we Preach

17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
My Father who is in heaven.

Revelation of the Church

'8 And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against
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it. 9 And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

.
Il.
lIl.A Great Contrast

v.20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should
tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.

Matt 8:4
4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your
way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.”

Matt 17:9
9Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is
risen from the dead.”

Mark 8:30
30 Then He strictly warned them that they should tell no one about
Him.

Mark 9:9
9Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded
them that they should tell no one the things they had seen, till the
Son of Man had risen from the dead

Luke 9:21

21 And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no
one,




John 6:15

15 Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come
and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to
the mountain by Himself alone.

They had a warped view of Messiah, it would be military, political
and earthly, a physical expelling of the Roman occupiers

Now they get a view of Messiah the really like. The ultimate
Welfare state. Jesus gives free food and health care. Lets make
Him king

John 18:29-37

29 Pilate then went out to them and said, “VVhat accusation do you
bring against this Man?”

30 They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer,
we would not have delivered Him up to you.”

31 Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him
according to your law.”

Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put
anyone to death,” 32 that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled
which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.

33 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and
said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about
this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?”

35 Pilate answered, “Am | a Jew? Your own nation and the chief
priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My
kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that |
should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not
from here.”

37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”




Jesus answered, “You say rightly that | am a king. For this
cause | was born, and for this cause | have come into the world,
that | should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the
truth hears My voice.”

My kingdom has nothing to do with this realm, this world, It
is not a Political kingdom. Its not earthly, physical,
temporary.

The churches responsibility is not to rearrange sinners into an
acceptable lifestyle. Its not about making your life more
comfortable.

Spending your life trying to change the world thru politics is just
like rearranging the chairs on the Titantic. . | would much rather
be involved in preaching the Gospel and showing the world the
saving grace of Jesus Christ then just trying to make the moral so
they can go to hell being a good person, and republican.

We will spend hours, days years trying to turn this thing politically
only to see it turn around in 4 yrs and go the opposite direction.
But many who will speak loudly about there political view, and be
anti abortion, anti homosexuality, anti big government, anti
government. pro gun, pro bomb, pro this pro that

But rarely if ever to | hear the same enthusiasm, or effort or loud
speech declaring the gospel and calling men to Christ.

Romans 13

13 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For
there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that
exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the
authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will
bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do




what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4For he is
God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he
does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an
avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. > Therefore
you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for
conscience’ sake. 8 For because of this you also pay taxes, for
they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing.

7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due,
customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom
honor.

Exception to Obedience to Government

Exodus 1:17

17 But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive.

Daniel 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us
from your hand, O king. '8 But if not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold
image which you have set up.”

Daniel 6:7,10
7 All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps,
the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish
a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions
any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast
into the den of lions.




10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went
home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward
Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since
early days.

Acts 4:18

18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all
nor teach in the name of Jesus. ° But Peter and John answered
and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen
to you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak
the things which we have seen and heard.”

OUR RESPONSE TO A PAGAN GOVERNMENT
Titus 3:1-7

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to
be ready for every good work, 2to speak evil of no one, to be
peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. 3 For we
ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and
hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and the love of God
our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit, 8whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

| just will remind you of the general tone in which we
approach these particular verses. New Testament
churches were small islands in a sea of paganism. You



see, they existed in an absolutely pagan culture. The
Gentile world knew nothing about the Bible. It knew
nothing about biblical morality. It knew nothing about
Christian values. It knew nothing about a godly sense
of mercy or justice. It knew nothing about a proper
understanding of freedom within the framework of
moral code. It was purely and totally and
comprehensively and utterly pagan. These churches
were born them in a culture with no Christian influence.
There was no cultural Christianity. There was no
Christian influence on social behavior or on the belief
systems. The Gentile world was literally engulfed in
idolatry, all of it designed by Satan. Their cultures were
totally controlled by a Satanic agenda worked out
through utterly and totally depraved human beings
involved in worshiping demons.

So the churches then were in direct opposition and
contrast to everything within the framework of cultural
life. Given that obvious understanding, we might
assume if we listen to Christians today in America that
the early church should have made its primary agenda
to impact culture, to try to get the various nations into
which the church had been born adopt some kind of
politically Christian agenda. Somehow the early church,
some would seemingly want to tell us, should have put
together some kind of biblical morality, some kind of
biblical value system and worked very hard to get the



nations to adopt that biblical moral code. However, the
early church never did that. It had nothing to do with
that. It did not concern itself with whatever the moral
code of the nation was. It was not concerned about
social behavior. It was not trying to influence culture
politically or judicially or legislatively. The early church
existed to do one thing and that was to reach lost
people with the gospel. That was the beginning and the
end of their purpose and that is still the church's
purpose, that is still our only purpose, that is why we
are in the world

David Rambo responding to that, he's the president of
the Christian and Missionary Alliance says, and | quote,
"God expects us to be salt in the world but let's do it in
the context of God's redeeming love for all men and
women. We must focus on the gospel, proclaiming it
winsomely to secular people rather than alienating
them on matters that are not central to our message,"
end quote.

John Seale, an author writes, "A politicized faith not
only blurs our priorities but weakens our loyalties." That
is a very insightful statement.

IV.A Great Conquest
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21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the

third day.

Its all about the Cross
The Gospel

The Grace

The Mercy

The Salvation

Romans 1:16

6 For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first
and also for the Greek.

Roman 10:14

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 1 And
how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of
peace,
Who bring glad tidings of good things!”

I Cor 1:23
23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block
and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.

| Cor 2:1-5
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And |, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with excellence
of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.
2For | determined not to know anything among you except Jesus
Christ and Him crucified. 3| was with you in weakness, in fear,
and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were
not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the
wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Philippians 1:15-18

5 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and
some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish
ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;
17 but the latter out of love, knowing that | am appointed for the
defense of the gospel. 1 What then? Only that in every way,
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this |
rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

V.A Great Conflict

22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,
“Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”

23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan!
You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of
God, but the things of men.”

that will stop you dead in your sandals

Go from being commended to Condemned.

First Revelation, then Rebuke

All peter wanted was to help, or offer plan B

When you side against the revelation of God, you are a stumbling
block to be removed by God.
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We often have our own agenda our own priorities,. But they are
far from the priorities of Heaven. What we wont often heaven doe
not.

Then we have to fight against the current of the decentralization
of the the Pulpit and the Word of God. We have to fight against
the constant assault of false teaching that wants to creep in

We have to fight against the constant lack of discernment that is
dominant in the church today.

The tares are in the wheat. that the wheat could careless.

When we loose our focus and place our attention on this world we
have lost our way.

We are pilgrims and we leaving. OUR citizenship is not here

Ephesians 6:10

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. 1 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore
take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having
put on the breastplate of righteousness, > and having shod your
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all,
taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked one. 7 And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,;
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication
for all the saints—12 and for me, that utterance may be given to
me, that | may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery
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of the gospel, 20 for which | am an ambassador in chains; that in it
| may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

2Cor 10

18 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into apostles of Christ. ' And no wonder! For Satan
himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 1> Therefore it is
no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their
works.

VI.A Great Contradiction

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a man
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul?

Salvation is free but will cost you everything
its hard to hear

lts not easy

Sacrifice

Die for Gospel

Matt 10:34
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34“Do not think that | came to bring peace on earth. | did not come
to bring peace but a sword. 35 For | have come to ‘set a man
against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be
those of his own household.’37 He who loves father or mother
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does
not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He
who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake
will find it.

Matt 13:44

Parable of the Hidden Treasure

44“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.

Parable of the Pearl of Great Price

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking
beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

VII.A Great Consummation

27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His
angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.
28 Assuredly, | say to you, there are some standing here who shall
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not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His
kingdom.”

| Thess 1:9

9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of
entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, 19 and to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers
us from the wrath to come.

| Thess 3:13

so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all His saints.

| Thess 4:13

But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who
have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in
Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by
no means precede those who are asleep. ¢ For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
8 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
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| Thess 5:4
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day
should overtake you as a thief. ® You are all sons of light and
sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and
be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a
helmet the hope of salvation. ° For God did not appoint us to
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him.

" Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just
as you also are doing.




