
1 

 

John 3.17-21 

This Is the Judgment: The Light Has Come into the World  

 

 

Aim: to examine ourselves to see if we are of the Light or of the darkness 

Scripture Reading: Romans 8.1-17  

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

 

Today we are going to see how the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus comes to a close.  

In John chapter 3 we have seen just how painful it can be for a grown man to be ruined by his 

religion and his own depravity.  To go from being a high ranking Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews, 

and the teacher of Israel to becoming an ignorant nobody in one conversation.  That’s what a 

divine encounter with the Eternal Son of God will do to a self-righteous man.  Nicodemus has 

been humbled like he has never been humbled before.  He has been brought low by the truth of 

who he actually is before a holy and righteous God. 

 

And by Jesus’ divine and infinite patience continues to engage Nicodemus by explaining to him 

the way of God wrought salvation in the heart and life of every man.  It is the way of God and 

not the way of man that makes man right before God.  It is by the nature of God’s infinite love 

for the world that makes it even remotely possible for sinful man to be justified before God.  It is 

by the nature of God’s infinite love for the world where He reconciles with sinful man and 

makes the nations come and bow down around His throne of sovereign grace. 

 

Today we will see that there are those who believe and those who do not believe in the Son.  

Today we will see that there are those who are judged and condemned and those who have been 

saved from judgment and condemnation.  Today we will see that there are those who love the 

darkness and hate the Light and those who love the Light and practice the truth.   

 

The Light coming into the world exposes where every man, woman and child place their 

allegiance and have their love fixed for all to see.  This is the judgment that the Light has come 

into the world.  Who do you love and who do you hate?  What do you practice with your life? 
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Title: This Is The Judgment: The Light Has Come Into The World 

Aim: to examine ourselves to see if we are of the Light or of the darkness 

 

The Mission Of The Son Sent Into The World (v.17) 

 

“For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but 

that the world might be saved through Him.” 
 

What were Nicodemus and the other Pharisees and even the nation of Israel expecting from the 

coming of the Messiah?  What were their hopes that He would do when He arrived?   

 

Jesus’ mission to come to the earth in His first advent was not to sit as a Judge on an earthly 

throne and one by one condemn or justify each individual person.  Jesus’ mission to come to the 

earth in His first advent was to save the world, to save the nations.  His mission was to offer 

Himself up as an obedient sacrifice for sin unto His Holy Father.  Jesus’ mission was to please 

His Father by doing the Father’s will.  In John 8.29 Jesus says, “And He who sent Me is with 

Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”  Jesus’ 

mission was to please His heavenly Father by doing His Father’s will and that will was to 

accomplish what the world could not accomplish for itself; saving itself from God’s holy wrath.  

This is how God’s love is demonstrated in His Son.  He gave His Son as a sacrifice in order to 

appease His own wrath against sinners.  Amazing! 

 

Nicodemus and his other religious cohorts were expecting the Messiah to come and judge the 

world and condemn the sinful Gentiles; to overthrow Rome; and to lead them in triumph 

against the political powers of this pagan nation.  They were tired of the oppression and the 

tyranny of an unrighteous king.  They were waiting for the Righteous King to come and judge 

and condemn these detestable Gentiles and lead them in triumph. 

 

But this was not the way of the Son’s first advent.  This was not the way it would be in His first 

coming.  Oh he would lead the people in triumph, no doubt, but it wouldn’t be political, it would 

be spiritual.  It wouldn’t be to save them from political oppression, but to save them from God’s 

holy wrath.  In the Son’s first advent He came as a King to save His people from the power of 

Satan’s kingdom of darkness and sin, and death.  He came as a King to save His people from 

spiritual oppression and spiritual bondage.   
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God sent His Son in His first coming not as a judge, but as a justifier of the souls of man.  In 

verse 16 last week we learned that God gave His Son as a gift to the world and here today in 

verse 17 we learn that God sent His Son into the world.  He sent Him not to judge or 

condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.  God sent Him.  The 

Father sent the Son.   

 

Once again we see the Godhead taking the initiative in order to forgive, reconcile and redeem 

sinful man.  The Father sent Jesus out of heaven into this world.  Did you know that Jesus was 

the first Apostle?  The word apostle simply means one sent forth with orders, or one sent out.  

The writer to the Hebrews says,  

 

Hebrews 3.1 “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly 

calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our 

confession;” 
 

John 17.3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” 
 

Jesus was sent out by the Father…Jesus was apostello…He was sent out.  Jesus was the first 

Apostle.  This was His global mission.  He would honor and please His Father by submitting 

Himself to be sent to this earth and receive the scorn of sinful men by being put to death by 

sinful men for sinful men.  He came in His first advent not as a judge, but as a sent Savior; so 

that the world might be saved through Him.   

 

Nicodemus, this is the way of salvation.  I am the way.  I have come into this world not to judge 

the world, but to save the world.  I’m not going to judge at this time.   

 

The word judge in verse 17 can also mean condemn.  This is what many of the Pharisees and 

the nation of Israel desired.  They desired for God to condemn the world.  But Jesus, the Christ, 

the Messiah is on mission to save the world through Himself, not to judge or condemn it.   
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It’s interesting that the word saved in verse 17 can mean to save and rescue someone from the 

danger of destruction.  Jesus knew what was in the heart of Nicodemus and the Pharisees and He 

knew that they wanted the Romans to be destroyed by God, but Jesus is informing Nicodemus 

that on His first mission trip to the world He has come not to condemn and destroy, but to save 

and to rescue the world through Himself.  Through His death.  Through His being lifted up to 

die.   

 

So this first mission trip will be one that is spiritual in nature.  Jesus has come to save and rescue 

the world from spiritual death, spiritual bondage, and spiritual oppression.  This was His 

mission.  This is why He was sent out by the Father.  He came to save the world through 

Himself. 

 

This is why John 14.6 is so meaningful to us, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one 

comes to the Father but through Me.”  To be saved and rescued from God’s wrath is to be 

saved to God, through His Son Jesus Christ.  There is simply no other way.  Nicodemus needed 

to hear this and everyone needs to hear this.  The way of salvation from God in order to get to 

God is only through God!  Jesus tells Nicodemus that God the Father did not send the Son to 

judge, but to save! 

 

This is why there is such a fine line in our prayers to God for those who persecute us and are our 

enemies.  We have been commanded by Jesus Himself “to love our enemies and pray for 

them.”  You see, we don’t just simply ask that God would destroy our enemies, but that we 

would pray for them that God would save and rescue them. 

 

With Jesus there’s a whole new way of living in this world!  With Jesus’ first advent, His first 

coming, it wasn’t to judge and condemn, but to save by making a way to the Father through 

Himself.  This is the only means of salvation Nicodemus! 

 

An Already But Not Yet Judgment (v.18) 
 

“He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has 

been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only begotten Son of God.” 
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In just a matter of a few verses Jesus picks up the idea of believing again.  Once again teaching, 

as He is the good Teacher, the Rabbi, that this salvation Jesus is proclaiming is one of belief and 

faith and not of works and self righteousness.  How many times do you think we need to be 

reminded of this?  “Salvation is by grace through faith and that not of yourselves it is a gift 

of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  (Ephesians 2.8-9) 

 

Nicodemus you must believe in Him.  You must believe in Me.  You must believe in the Son of 

Man lifted up to die.  I am that way Nicodemus.  And the one who believes in Me will not be 

judged.  So out of all of those in the world, Nicodemus, who believe and have faith in Me and 

my work will not be judged.  They will not be judged and condemned. 

 

Through the Son…men, women and children can be saved and rescued from judgment and 

condemnation.  In these verses Jesus is using legal terminology.  They are legal terms like 

judged and condemned and saved.  He is showing that there is indeed One who judges and One 

who condemns and One who saves and that there are those who are under His judgment and 

condemnation and those who are no longer judged and condemned.  These are legal terms that 

Jesus is using to describe man’s position before God.   

 

So for those who believe, for those who look to the Son of Man and believe in Him are not 

judged and condemned any longer.  They are justified through their belief by faith in the Son.  

So thru the Son they have been saved and rescued from judgment or condemnation. 

 

But for those who do not believe…Jesus says, “they have been judged already.”   

 

John Piper has an excellent comment on this point in verse 18.  He says, “Jesus did not come to a 

neutral world with the result that some people moved from neutrality to be anti-Jesus, and others 

moved from neutrality to be pro-Jesus.  Nobody was neutral.  And nobody is neutral.  We have 

all sinned.  We are all guilty.  We are all perishing. Therefore, we are all under God’s righteous 

wrath.  And we are already condemned.  Whether we stay that way depends on how we respond 

to Jesus.  He came not to make neutral people into pro-Jesus people, but to make guilty people 

non-guilty, to make condemned people not condemned, and to make dead people eternally alive.  
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God does not owe anybody acquittal or life.  That Jesus came to offer it, and that some accept it, 

is all undeserved grace.”  

 

You see the problem that we have as depraved human beings is we intrinsically want to think 

that people are neutral in regards to what they believe and think about Jesus Christ.  We think 

that when they hear the gospel that they go from being neutral to now being believers.  This is 

not the case, because no one is neutral.  Even those who have never even heard the name of 

Jesus.  They and we are all sinners.  We are unbelievers in God’s sight.  We are all condemned 

because of our sin already.  We are already guilty and under God’s judgment and 

condemnation and we are simply just waiting for the judgment day to come.   

 

There is not one single person who is neutral in regards to their position regarding their belief in 

Christ.  They are either a believer who practices the truth or they are an unbeliever who lives 

in sin and unrighteousness before God.  No one is neutral.  So Jesus in His first advent did not 

come to judge, because those who do not believe in Him, Nicodemus, are already judged and 

condemned.  So He came to save many of those who are already guilty and under 

condemnation and that do not believe in Him.   

 

And notice in verse 18 that it is lack of belief in the name of the only begotten Son of God that 

judges and condemns a man.  The Apostle Peter would say to the rulers and elders in Jerusalem 

while He and John were under trial for healing the lame beggar that “there is salvation in no 

one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which 

we must be saved.”  “It is by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified; 

whom God raised from the dead—by this name this man stands here before you in good 

health.” 

 

How many of you know that there is power in the name of Jesus!  So when Jesus says that they 

have not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God, what He means is that the 

name of Jesus Christ, the name of the Son of God, the name of the Son of Man encapsulates all 

that He is and all that He has done and all that He will do.  So these people who have not 

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God, do not believe in His deity, they do not 
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believe in His miracles, they do not believe that He is the eternal unique Son of God who has 

come to save His people from their sin.  They have not believed and therefore they remain in a 

state of judgment and condemnation before God. 

 

So Jesus didn’t have to come and bring judgment and condemnation upon the unbelieving, 

because they are already judged and condemned.  They are not neutral.  He came to take those 

who are judged and condemned and make them “unjudged” and “uncondemned”…in essence 

to make them righteous in Him….to save them. 

 

Listen, salvation is only by faith and belief in the unique Son of God, Jesus Christ.  You are 

either in one of two camps.  You are either a believer in the Son or you are an unbeliever 

outside of the Son.  Either you have received the work of the Person of Christ as your own or 

you are rejecting the work of the Person of Christ.  You are not neutral in regards to the Person 

and work of Jesus Christ.  You are either a believer or unbeliever.  You are either judged and 

condemned or you are saved from judgment and condemnation. 

 

This is why when you read Romans 8.1 it is so sweet to your soul…  

 

“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 

from the law of sin and death.” 
 

Romans 8.1 is so sweet to our soul not simply because we have escaped condemnation, but that 

we have escaped condemnation through the Son of God being condemned in our place.  You 

see God never ignores sin.  Every sin is judged and condemned.  That judgment will either be 

upon you for all eternity or it will be upon the Son while on the cross.  You will either put your 

faith in the hell to come or you will put your faith in the Son that has come to save the world.   

 

There is a fence that divides.  Are you on the side of those who are judged and condemned?  Or 

are you on the side of those who believe in the Son and are saved from judgment and 

condemnation?   
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The Evidences Of Unbelief (v.19-20) 

 

“This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world and 

men loved the darkness rather than the Light for their deeds were 

evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to 

the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” 
 

Pushing further in His discourse to Nicodemus Jesus, in verses 19-20, is instructing Nicodemus 

on how the process of judgment now takes place.   

 

He says, “The Light comes into the world.”  We have already been introduced from the 

Apostle John that Jesus is the Light that comes into the world in John 1.4-5 (Read).  So when 

men are confronted with the Light (Jesus Christ Himself) they will either embrace and believe 

in the Light or they will reject and hate the Light.  And it is in this that we see that most men 

choose darkness over the Light, therefore even before a judgment is pronounced on them, men 

who choose darkness and hate the Light are already in a sense judged and condemned.   

 

Leon Morris says, “Men choose the darkness and their condemnation lies in that very fact.  

They shut themselves up to the darkness.  They cut themselves off from the light.  Why do they 

do this?  Because “their works were evil”.  Immersed in wrongdoing they have no wish to be 

disturbed.  They refuse to be shaken out of their comfortable sinfulness.  So they reject the light 

that comes to them.  They set their love on the darkness.  In this way they condemn 

themselves.” 

 

You see once again there’s no neutrality here with man.  He loves the darkness.  The word love 

means to dearly love; to be fond of; and to entertain.  For those who do not believe in the Son, 

they love the darkness, they dearly love the darkness, they are fond of the darkness, and they 

even go out of their way to entertain and to be entertained by the darkness.   

 

So what is the darkness that unbelievers love?  Darkness describes for us ungodliness and 

immorality.  Jesus is saying to Nicodemus that those who do not believe in the Son are already 

judged and condemned because they love the darkness; they love ungodliness and immorality;  

they dearly love ungodliness and immorality; they are fond of ungodliness and immorality; they 
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entertain and entertain themselves with ungodliness and immorality.  So Jesus doesn’t have to 

come and judge and condemn them, they are already judged and condemned by what they do 

and by what they love and even by what they hate. 

 

So their love for ungodliness and immorality even pushes them to hate the Light.  Because 

Jesus exposes their love for the darkness.  He exposes their love for ungodliness and 

immorality.  The way that Jesus uses the word exposed is not only to make known, but it carries 

a deeper meaning than to simply make someone’s evil deeds known or exposed.  The word that 

Jesus uses to describe why unbelievers hate the Light means to bring to light and then hold 

them accountable for what has been exposed.  You see, there is an accountability when the love 

for darkness has been exposed in a person’s life.   

 

When the love for ungodliness and immorality has been brought to the light there is also 

accountability for their love and their deeds done in darkness.  And guess what, people naturally 

do not like to be held accountable, so they hate the accountability of the Light.  This is what the 

Light of the world does to those in darkness before there is ever even a hint of judgment and 

condemnation….they are guilty, they are exposed for who they really are and they hate the One 

exposing their sin, their darkness, and their shame. 

 

This is why many of us believe in being a repenting repenter as evidence of one who has been 

born again.  Because our life should be filled with constantly turning away from sin and turning 

to Christ.  When our sin is exposed we don’t hate the Light that has exposed it and has exposed 

us.  We love the Light because in the Light we can clearly see the righteousness of the One who 

has made us righteous and justified us before God.  It is in the Light where we clearly see that 

we are no longer judged and condemned because the Light, Jesus Christ, has taken upon 

Himself our judgment and condemnation. 

 

Therefore Jesus would end His discourse with Nicodemus by saying in verse 21 that  
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The Practice Of Truth Is Evidence Of The Believer (v.21) 

 

“He who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may 

be manifested as having been wrought in God.” 
 

There is an altogether other-worldly joy for those who are believers in the Son who actually 

love coming to the Light so that their deeds may be manifested and made known, because our 

deeds are deeds of righteousness that have been wrought in God. 

 

Even though exposure can be a painful thing, nevertheless those who practice the truth 

understand that exposure before God is the way of salvation and the way of those who follow 

after Christ in sanctification.  Jesus is the Light and in Him there is no darkness.  Those who are 

of Christ will constantly live in the Light, in His Light and therefore live lives that are full of 

transparency before God and even before man.   

 

Their lives are being sanctified by exposure to the Light as they practice the truth…as they live 

in the truth and to live by the truth.  To live in and by the truth is to live in the truth of who 

Jesus is.  He is the Son of Man.  He is the eternal unique Son of God.  He is the Savior who has 

come into the world to save sinners.  He is the Word made flesh that dwells among us.  He is the 

only begotten Son of God sent to this world so that those who believe in Him will not perish but 

have eternal life.  This is the truth.  Jesus is the Truth.  But the world runs from the Truth.  

They hate the Truth.  They hate the Light, because they love the darkness.  They love their 

sin.   

 

But those who believe and who practice and live their lives in the light of who Jesus is they love 

the Light because their exposure to the Light manifests to the world and to the nations that 

their righteous deeds have been wrought in God.   

You see Nicodemus, those who believe in the unique Son of God, those who have been born 

again by God, and those who constantly are looking to the Son of Man who is lifted up to die, 

these are the very ones who do not care that their righteous deeds comes from God and have 

been wrought in God. 
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They do not care to boast in themselves, but to boast all the more in the One who has taken the 

initiative to save them and to rescue them from darkness and eternal wrath to come.  They long 

for their deeds to manifest God’s working in them in what He has wrought in the unbeliever 

making them believers.   

 

Nicodemus you must be born again by God.  You must look to the Son of Man lifted up on the 

cross.  You must believe in the Son’s work on the cross.  You must practice and live by the 

truth of who I am and what I have come to do.  You must love the Light even when the light 

exposes who you really are.  This is the work of God Nicodemus.  This is not the work of man.   

 

Ephesians 2.10 “For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would 

walk in them.” 
 

These deeds and these works that we do in our lives are wrought in God.  Wrought is a good 

ole fashioned word.  It means to cause to exist and produce.  God is creating and producing these 

deeds of righteousness in you.  They are wrought in God and from God.  These are the righteous 

works of God that we are to practice and work out in our lives.  He is the One who is causing 

these works to exist in you and from you and through you.  They are God’s creative deeds 

wrought in you His children. 

 

And the greatest work of God in your life is the miracle of the new birth.  He has wrought new 

life in you.  He has created you to be a new person in His Son Jesus Christ.  As a new person in 

Jesus Christ you now love the Light and hate the darkness.  You now love righteousness and hate 

unrighteousness.  You now love the Light and hate ungodliness and immorality.  Your new life 

has been wrought in God and now all of your deeds are exposed to the world and to the nations 

as having been wrought in God. 

 

Therefore you are now a new person who is always boasting in God’s work in your life.  You are 

constantly giving God praise for who He is.  You are a boasting boaster of God, so that others 

may come and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

 

Nicodemus, your access into the kingdom of God is not a work of man, but a work of God.  Stop 

striving in the flesh and simply believe in Me and you will have eternal life. 
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CONCLUSION: 

 

There is no one who is neutral to the things of God.  No one who is neutral to the Son of Man.  

No one is neutral in their belief or unbelief regarding the gospel of Jesus Christ.  You are either a 

believe or an unbeliever.  You either love the darkness or you love the Light.  You either hate the 

darkness or you hate the Light.  There is no one who rides the fence regarding Christ. 

 

Are you a person, although it being painful, are you a person that loves to have your life exposed 

by the Light, Jesus Christ?  Or are you a person that hates to be exposed by the Light?   

 

Those who hate the exposure of the Light hate it because their deeds are evil.  Those who love 

the exposure of the Light love it because they know that their deeds have been wrought in God. 

 

Where would you say is your love for Christ this morning?  Is it getting hotter or is it growing 

colder?  Where would you say is your love for the things of the world/the darkness?  You cannot 

love God and the world at the same time.  You are either a lover of one and hate the other or you 

are a hater of one and love the other.   

 

The is the judgment that the Light has come into the world….what do you love?  Darkness or the 

Light? 
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How much do you flee being exposed of your sin?  How transparent are you before God 

confessing your sin before God?  How transparent are you in confessing your sin to others?  

Those who love their sin, hate the exposure of the Light and do not practice the truth.  The do not 

believe nor do they practice living in the truth of who the Person and work of Jesus Christ is. 

 

“In contrast, unbelievers face the deepening of the condemnation already hanging over them 

because of their sinful lives.  Condemnation of unbelievers is not God’s ultimate purpose or by 

implication his pleasure, but is the solemn, negative result of the light coming into the world.”  

(Bruce Milne, p.78-79) 


