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Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have 
done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. If then I am a wrongdoer and have committed 
anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their 
charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” Then Festus, when he had 
conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”  

- Acts 25:10-12, ESV 
 
Some Christians seem intent on avoiding persecution at any cost. If the culture turns against the 
church and the Gospel in some area, they quickly adapt and change their message to suit the 
prevailing winds. Other Christians seem to delight in being hated, and so they look for ways to 
make the Gospel message as offensive as possible. They wear the world's disdain like a merit 
badge, whatever the cause may be. Which of these approaches is right? Honestly, neither of them. 
Here's why . . . 
 
The truth of the Gospel is offensive and Jesus Himself promised us that the world would hate us, 
because we are His followers. The message of the Bible is God's word and not ours, and we have 
no right to change it. If we compromise on the message of the Bible, then we have betrayed 
Christ. He is our King, our Lord and Savior, not the world. 
 
On the other hand, our Lord has commanded us to love our neighbors as ourselves, to love our 
enemies, to pray for those who persecute us and to bless those who curse us. We are called to live 
lives that are above reproach. We are told to follow Paul's example and put no stumbling block in 
anyone's way (2 Cor. 6:3). Thus, being offensive and adding our own rude, callous and unloving 
behavior on top of the inherent offense of the Gospel is wrong, too. 
 
But we also have another angle to consider as well. Just as the truth is not ours to change and 
manipulate to suit the culture, so also our lives are not our own either. Our lives belong to Christ, 
who has purchased us with His precious blood. Today, we see Paul appealing to Caesar to protect 
his life from the violent Jewish conspiracy against him. Was Paul being cowardly is appealing to 
Caesar? Should he have just accepted his fate? No. We are not free to be reckless with anyone's 
life, not even our own. 
 
Of course, this can be taken to an extreme, too. Many closed areas of the world are languishing 
without the Gospel because Christians are scared to take the Gospel to them. The danger is real, 
but so the need is even more pressing and urgent, isn't it? Paul never hesitated to enter any town 
with the Gospel just because he knew he would face opposition. But when he had specific 
information about murderous plots or conspiracies, then he would leave or stay away. Courage 
compels us to take the Gospel to dangerous areas. Wisdom compels us to take reasonable 
measures for safety. Both courage and wisdom come from the Holy Spirit. 
 
Heavenly Father, give us a clear understanding of the truth of the Gospel and the call to take Your 
Gospel truth to our culture and to the ends of the earth. Give us the courage to do so without 
compromise, the grace to do so with love and humility and the wisdom to know how to uphold the 
truth and exercise prudence, too. In Jesus' name we ask, Amen.  
 


