
Pharaoh’s Heart Grew Hard

Exodus 7:8-13, “Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “When Pharaoh speaks to 
you, saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and 
cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’ ” So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, 
and they did so, just as the Lord commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and
before his servants, and it became a serpent. But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the 
sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. For 
every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their 
rods. And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the Lord had said.”

Let’s pray. Lord, thank You again for Your word and for bringing us to this passage. We ask that
You would give us hearts of understanding, help us not to have hearts like Pharaoh that just 
grow harder, even as You made Yourself more and more known, more and more clear. We ask 
that You would help us to have soft hearts, help us to have hearts that hear Your word. Please 
do change us with Your word. We pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 

In this passage we begin to see God doing His signs and wonders before Pharaoh. Before we 
start considering that, I thought it would be worthwhile to compare the first sign that Moses did 
for Pharaoh compared to the first sign that Christ did for the Jews. Part of the reason I want to 
do this is, when I did the introduction to Exodus, I said there were things we should consider as 
we go through and one thing we should consider is just how much better the New Covenant is 
than the Old Covenant. This is one of the things that you really see with the signs that are done,
when Moses went before Pharaoh, his rod became a serpent. While we don’t see Pharaoh flee 
from before it like Moses did when his rod became a serpent before the burning bush, if 
anything the word used here is stronger, it indicates a greater danger than the one before the 
burning bush. The idea here is that Moses is taking a rod and producing something deadly out 
of it. Moses is trying to terrify Pharaoh, this is going to continue obviously, with the plagues, you 
have darkness that surrounds it and you can feel it, you have all the water turned to blood and 
you have all the firstborn of the cattle die and then you have the firstborn sons of the Egyptians 
die. Moses’ purpose is to terrify Pharaoh, that’s what God is using him for. Their food supply is 
consumed by the locusts, this is what the Old Covenant was about, it was about fear, it was 
about terrifying people because they could not obey the law, they could not fulfill the law of 
Moses. Egypt gets destroyed, Exodus 14:26-28, “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on
their horsemen.” And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning 
appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the Lord 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. Then the waters returned and covered the 
chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so 
much as one of them remained.” Moses is bringing judgement upon Egypt and even though 



Christ does bring judgement upon Israel, consider the difference of Christ’s first sign and 
wonder. From John 2:3-11, “And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, 
“They have no wine.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? 
My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 
Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the 
Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with 
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take 
it to the master of the feast.” And they took it. When the master of the feast had tasted the water
that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the 
water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. And he said to him, “Every man at 
the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. 
You have kept the good wine until now!” This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.” Moses manifested his glory by 
taking a rod and turning it into a serpent, Christ manifests His glory by taking water and turning 
it into wine. Moses’ role was to call Pharaoh to submit through fear, Christ’s role was to come 
and not come with condemnation, but come with blessing and come with the testimony of 
blessings. He continues on and just like Moses does, He continues on and heals the multitudes 
multiple times. He goes from city to city and casts out demons and He heals diseases. So it’s 
really important as we consider the purpose of Moses and the purpose of Christ, from the 
beginning their ministries were very different. John 3:17-19, “For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. “He who 
believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because
he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.” Jesus Christ didn’t come to condemn and part of the reason that He didn’t 
come to condemn is because God had given His law to Moses and Moses had already declared
the condemnation they were under. Moses comes first because he declares the condemnation, 
Christ comes after because He declares how they might be saved from the condemnation of 
Moses. It was already written on their heart, they knew it from the fall, they knew it from Noah. 
They had the understanding, but Moses made it clear just like Christ made it clear. Moses made
it explicit, not just to Pharaoh, but even to the Israelites as well. As we consider them going 
through the desert, that’s what he was doing, making their condemnation clear even though 
they had been redeemed, even though they had been freed. 2 Corinthians 3:5-9, “Not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is 
from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of 
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. But if the ministry of death, written and 
engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the 
face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, how will 
the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the
ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory.” We don’t have the ministry of 
condemnation, we need to remember that, after Christ comes we have the ministry of 
reconciliation. That’s what Paul is saying, he doesn’t have the ministry Moses had because 
Moses had the ministry of condemnation, they’re already condemned. We have the ministry of 
reconciliation, the ministry of righteousness, this is the ministry that Paul had and this is the 



ministry we have. As we consider these things it’s worthwhile to consider the difference between
Moses and Christ because it has a real impact on how we’re supposed to live our lives, how 
we’re supposed to testify to the good news. We don’t come testifying to the condemnation even 
though you have to testify to the condemnation for people to see the glory of God, for the people
to understand that it’s good news. Our purpose is to spread the good news, not to spread the 
news of condemnation. The 2 Corinthians passage is talking about Moses’ ministry to Israel, it 
was to make them see their own guilt. That’s not why Christ came, Christ came so they could 
see there was a path of salvation, so they could see there was a way to the Father through the 
Son. Moses made it clear to Israel they were rebelling against God, Christ made it clear there 
was a way to be restored to God. As we go through these passages and as we go through 
Exodus, let’s make sure that we remember as we see Moses’ ministry to Pharaoh, that’s not our
ministry. Our ministry is like Paul, our ministry is like Peter, our ministry is a following of the 
ministry of Christ because we are the body of Christ. When he starts with Pharaoh, he’s not 
calling him to repent, he’s just commanding. When we call people we’re supposed to call them 
to repent and not just to have God’s will be done, but for them to repent and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. As we go into Moses’ first sign to Egypt, let’s make sure we remember what the 
picture is and the difference in the pictures. 

Verses 8-10, “Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “When Pharaoh speaks to you,
saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it 
before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’ ” So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and 
they did so, just as the Lord commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and 
before his servants, and it became a serpent.” It starts with “Then the Lord spoke to Moses and 
Aaron.” This was the same day. It says back in chapter 6 that on the day they heard it they went
into Pharaoh, so this is when they go into Pharoah. He had commanded them, Moses said he 
was a man of uncircumcised lips, and God said to go and they go. He tells them how they are 
supposed to deal with Pharaoh and speaks to them. They already talked to Pharaoh once, the 
first time they talked to him his response is very different. It wasn’t to ask them any questions, 
Pharaoh’s response is in Exodus 5:2, “And Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey 
His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, nor will I let Israel go.”” His response is not to 
prove that they were coming from a God of power, his response was why should he even care 
at all. Then he turns around and accuses them in Exodus 5:4-5, “Then the king of Egypt said to 
them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people from their work? Get back to your labor.” 
And Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are many now, and you make them rest from 
their labor!”” He starts out saying, ‘Who is God and why should I listen’ to, ‘You’re just trying to 
get them out of their work.’ God is telling Aaron and Moses his response is much different this 
time. This time he will ask, “‘Show a miracle for yourselves.’” Notice a miracle is for themselves. 
Pharaoh isn’t saying he wants to see a miracle, Pharaoh is saying, ‘Show a miracle to prove 
your credentials’. It’s not just to prove they’re not just talking for themselves. It’s interesting that 
his response is to ask for a miracle. When we think of proselytizing with another religion, such 
as the dominant religions other than Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Roman 
Catholicism, when we think of people going out and proselytizing, they don’t go, ‘We’re going to 
show you miracles’. Now, some do, but that’s not the typical way that it’s done. We need to ask 



ourselves why that changed, why do people not say to show a sign. It changed with Christ 
because the reason that the magicians, the reason that the wise men and the scorcerers are 
prepared to show miracles was because this was normal. You have the oracle of Delphi, they 
expect to see signs and wonders, they expect to see prophecies come to pass. This is how 
somebody would prove that they have a connection to a god. People don’t ask for signs the 
same way that they did before. The Sadducees and the Pharisees, they ask Jesus Christ for a 
sign just like Pharaoh asked Moses for a sign. Christ explained in Matthew 12:28-29, “But if I 
cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how 
can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man? And then he will plunder his house.” When all these people are coming, when Pharaoh is 
coming and saying to show a sign, the nations are deceived by Satan. Because they’re 
deceived by Satan, they are being led by signs. Nebuchadnezzar decides whether to attack 
Jerusalem or not by the entrails of an animal. This is how they’re being led, this is how they’re 
being guided. When Jesus Christ comes, He binds Satan so that nations aren’t guided that way.
This changed because Jesus Christ changed the way the world worked when He came by 
binding the strong man. We don’t expect the same signs, we don’t think that if we’re going to go 
witness that we should do the same signs that Pharaoh expects from Moses. The other religions
aren’t doing the same signs because the other religions are always an imitation of truth. Now 
the truth is no longer doing signs that much, Islam doesn’t do signs the same way. That doesn’t 
mean there aren’t any exceptions, but in general that’s not the way it’s done. We should ask 
now, what is the sign, what’s the sign of being a Christian now? The sign of being a Christian 
now is that you love your neighbor. This is how they will know that you are My disciples, that 
you love one another. This is a sign that the false religions are using now. You think of Islam, 
what do they have to do during Ramaddan? They have to give to the poor. They are still trying 
to imitate, before they were imitating the power of people like Moses and Abraham, but now 
what they are doing is imitating the power of the church, which is to pretend to love when they 
don’t really love. Buddha says that you should be loving and caring, therefore he abandoned his
wife and his seven day old son to become a glutton. They give lip service to imitate the things of
God, but they don’t actually do the things of God. We need to recognize that the other religions 
don’t do the signs because Christianity, the true faith, doesn’t seek after signs. Remember, 
Moses had already done this for Israel. The other thing that I think is interesting when Pharaoh 
said to do a miracle for yourself, this is a sign that there’s a sense that Pharaoh’s heart is 
softening, he’s considering that the Lord might be real, that the Lord might be the One that he 
has to submit to. He’s at least asking if these things are so rather than just rejecting them as 
coming from a God that he doesn’t know or need to know, instead of just accusing Moses and 
Aaron of giving them rest. After Pharaoh says this, “then you shall say to Aaron.” Moses is to 
command Aaron. Chapter 7:1, says that Moses shall be as God to Aaron and Aaron will be his 
prophet. God is saying to make sure you have this picture, when Pharaoh asks you the question
to show a sign for yourselves, Moses is to turn to Aaron and command him. The command was,
“‘Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh.” Aaron was supposed to cast his rod, but it seems 
most likely that it’s Moses’s rod from Exodus 4:17, “And you shall take this rod in your hand, 
with which you shall do the signs.” These are the signs so I think even when we see Aaron 
casting down his rod, the rod was given to him by Moses and that it’s the same rod, the rod that 
the signs are done with. So Aaron was given it and Pharaoh saw that Aaron was submitting to 



his younger brother Moses and that he was under the authority of Moses. So he was supposed 
to take it and cast it down at Pharaoh’s feet “and let it become a serpent.’” The word used for 
‘serpent’ here is different from the burning bush passage for serpent. That word means ‘to hiss’ 
bfgghfhfhfhgjghgand this word means ‘to elongate’. The most common translation of it in the 
KJV is ‘dragon’ and not serpent at all. In the NKJV it’s ‘jackal’ which seems like a strange 
translation to me, but in the KJV it’s translated ‘dragon’ more than serpent. The idea here is that 
it’s more frightening, it’s more intimidating than the word just ‘to hiss’ like a serpent. It’s not 
always translated ‘jackal’ in the NKJV, for example in Ezekiel 29:3, it says, “Speak, and say, 
‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I am against you, O Pharaoh king of Egypt, O great monster 
who lies in the midst of his rivers, Who has said, ‘My River is my own; I have made it for 
myself.’” That term, ‘oh great monster’ is the same word that’s used here. In Psalm 148:7, 
“Praise the Lord from the earth, You great sea creatures and all the depths.” That ‘great sea 
creature’ is translated ‘serpent’ here. It’s not the picture of a little snake, it’s the picture of 
something deadly, something that would be frightening. That’s the picture here, Aaron cast 
down his rod and it becomes this frightening thing, this sign of judgement. I do think this is the 
picture of law in general. It’s a picture of the rod as a sign of authority, the rod is the sign of 
exercising that authority. If you violate that authority, that rod becomes the serpent because 
God did not give the civil magistrate the sword in vain. What becomes the picture of protection 
for the sheep becomes the picture of death. The same kind of picture is used with wine, the 
same description. It was given to be a blessing but it becomes a curse. Proverbs 23:31-32, “Do 
not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly;
At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper.” Wine is a blessing in the right context, 
but outside of that context it becomes deadly, it becomes a serpent that stings like a viper. The 
same with the rod, God placed the rod in place as a blessing, even the rod of Pharaoh’s 
magistrates, even his wise men and his sorcerers, God gave them authority to be a blessing. If 
you cross that, you can expect to receive judgement. When we think of Moses we should 
always think of the law. Moses is a physical representation of the law, that’s why when He dies, 
before Israel goes into the Promised Land, this is the picture of the law disappearing. When 
heaven and earth become one once lawlessness is removed, that offense is removed, there is 
no purpose for the law anymore because the law was given because of transgressions. 
Deuteronomy 34:7, “Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes were
not dim nor his natural vigor diminished.” God kept him that way because he is a personification 
of the law, he is the picture of the law. The law’s power will not diminish before the second 
coming of Christ when death is put away. His eyes will not dim, the law will still condemn, it will 
still see for condemnation. So that’s what the law does, for those who are led by it, it is a 
blessing. Those who are shepherded by it, it is protection. Those who submit to it, it is not this 
thing that kills, but those who are in rebellion to it, it becomes this serpent that kills. As Christ 
says at the end of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7, ‘Depart from me all you who practice 
lawlessness’. The casting into hell is for those who rebel against the law of Moses so instead of 
a blessing it becomes destruction. This again is the picture of every civil magistrate, even evil 
ones. Romans 13:2-4, “Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for 



he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him
who practices evil.” I think this is the picture of the rod and the serpent, to those who submit to 
the law, those who desire to be a blessing to the authorities, it’s protection, it’s a rod, it’s like a 
shepherd’s rod. For those who rebel against it, it is the serpent that kills, it is the serpent that 
Moses fled from before the burning bush. God gave these authorities to stop evil because they 
are to be a terror to evil works, but they are a blessing to those who do good. “So Moses and 
Aaron went into Pharaoh.” After God tells them what they should do, they go in and do what 
they’re told. There’s not a long delay, there’s no hesitation. They know what is right and they go 
and do it. Even though in the worldly sense it wouldn’t seem like the right thing to do, Pharaoh 
already threw them out, but Moses and Aaron trust God so they go in “and they did so, just as 
the Lord commanded.” The same day that God commands them, they go and do what they’re 
told. Moses repented from resisting God and largely from here out, you see him submitting to 
the commandments of God even though he grumbles and complains and clearly sins, in general
from this point forward, with the exception of striking the rock instead of speaking to it, you see 
Moses obeying, you see the pattern of repentance. “And Aaron cast down his rod before 
Pharaoh”, God said he wasn’t to do this until Pharaoh asked the question, so I think the 
implication is that Pharaoh asked the question. This is the picture of an ambassador going in 
before a different ruler, an ambassador of God and Pharaoh is saying, ‘Prove to me that you are
from another authority, prove to me that you actually have authority in this place’, so Moses 
presents his credentials, he has Aaron cast down his rod “before his servants, and it became a 
serpent.” So Pharaoh was shown the sign that they came before God. It wasn’t just Pharaoh, it 
was also before his servants. It’s interesting to note that the text mentions his servants were 
present. This word ‘servants’ means slaves, they were his bondservants. Based on this verse, it 
seems like what’s being referenced here is that it’s not the wise men, it’s not the scorcerers, this
is probably his household staff. These are the people that are tending to him, the people that 
are dealing with the mundane things of the world. As you go through Exodus, we’ll see that 
Pharaoh’s servants are referenced most of the time that there are miracles being done. Moses 
goes before Pharaoh and his servants. What we need to recognize is that it has an impact on 
the servants. Exodus 9:20, “He who feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh
made his servants and his livestock flee to the houses.” This is when Moses says that there’s 
going to be hail that will kill the livestock that’s in the field. Some of them who were with 
Pharoah, they understood what Moses was saying and they believed Moses and they feared 
the word of the Lord and they went and hid their cattle. So even though the story here is what 
Pharaoh’s doing and how Pharaoh’s heart is hardened then softened then hardened, we need 
to recognize there are bystanders that are listening and they are hearing and seeing to the point
where at the end they go to Pharaoh and say, ‘Don’t you know this is real? Egypt is destroyed.’ I
think we need to recognize when we are witnessing to someone or when we’re having a 
theological debate with somebody, it can have a bigger impact on the bystander than it has on 
the person you are actually talking to. When you’re talking to someone, that person is 
automatically defensive, they are automatically trying to figure out how to respond to push back 
on the person speaking to me, but their friend or the person standing beside doesn’t have to 
think the same way. They don’t have to think about if they don’t answer it they will lose honor 
and be ashamed so they aren’t as concerned at coming up with an answer and they can 
actually hear. This happens a lot in witnessing so make sure when you’re thinking about that 



and talking to someone, remember there are other people that are listening and they might be 
more impacted on what you’re saying than the person you are directly addressing. This seems 
to happen with Pharaoh and his servants and again, it says over and over again that when 
Moses goes into Pharaoh that his servants are there. I think we are supposed to learn 
something from this, let’s make sure we are considering the people around who we are talking 
to. “So Moses and Aaron went into Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the Lord commanded. And 
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent.” 
Just as God had promised, just as He had demonstrated to Moses before, Moses shows the 
sign that was promised. 

Verses 11-12a, “But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of 
Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. For every man threw down his rod, 
and they became serpents.” So now Pharaoh’s response when he sees the sign of the rod 
becoming the serpent, is that he calls to his wise men and sorcerers. Only Pharaoh’s servants 
were present so now he calls those who would be his advisors, those who would be the ones 
with authority. If you think forward to Daniel, the wise men and sorcerers, the language is very 
similar and these are the people with authority in Babylon. Ultimately the one in authority was 
Nebuchadnezzar, but it’s true here that he has the people in his household and is calling those 
with authority. The wise men, the word there just means like it seems, those who are cunning, 
those who are skillful. The word ‘sorcerer’ there comes from the word ‘to whisper’ so it really 
comes from the idea of those who would whisper spells, those who would make enchantations. 
So these are the ones that are advising Pharoah. That’s really not much different than at the 
time of Nebuchadnezzar when he has his dream. Daniel 2:2, “Then the king gave the command 
to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his 
dreams. So they came and stood before the king.” The Chaldeans are probably very similar to 
the wise men, the astrologers are the same as the magicians, the ones doing horoscopes, the 
whisperers are the sorcerers. If you look at the time between Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, 
the same kind of people are still advising the kings of the earth, the powerful kings of the earth. I
think you have to go back and look and say this is how Satan was working, this is the strong 
man who was demonstrating his power to these nations. The ones that were the leaders of 
these nations, the ones that were the powerful people, they were consulting demons, they were 
consulting false gods in order to make their decisions. That’s what it looks like when Satan is 
ruling the nations, which was broken when Christ bound the strong man. Revelation 20:2-3, “He 
laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him,
so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after 
these things he must be released for a little while.” We’re in a position where Satan has been 
bound. If you heard the secretary of state or one of these other advisors to President Trump 
saying, ‘I’m going to consult a horoscope to figure out what I should do next or how I should 
deal with the nations’, we would say, ‘What’s wrong with you?’. We have to understand, until 
Christ, that’s how all nations were. This is an effect of the gospel. The fact that we have 
advisors that don’t consult demons, that is because Jesus Christ came and Jesus Christ bound 
the strong man. This is an effect of the gospel. It’s so easy for us not to see the effect, but even 



if you go into other nations, you go into the Islamic nations, they’re not cutting up animals to 
figure out what they should do in general. This is because the gospel has affected every nation 
in the world, that you don’t go into these national meetings, you don’t go to the UN and you 
have the astrologers and the horoscopes and the sorcerer's all gathering to say what we should 
do. You have people that are acting according to the idea that the world has order and the world
is knowable and understandable so we can respond in meaningful ways. This is all because of 
the gospel, this is because Jesus Christ bound the strong man so the nations are no longer 
deceived. So he “also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt.” This is
another word that’s used here, ‘magician’ means to make a horoscope, this is what I should do 
because I draw circles and lines. The cunningness of the wise men was not because they 
reasoned, it’s because they were better at drawing horoscopes. All these people, they weren’t 
basing it off reason, they were doing the same as the advisors at the time of Nebuchadnezzar. 
“They also did in like manner with their enchantments.” They did the same thing Aaron did 
except they did it with enchantments. The word ‘enchantment’ comes from ‘to blaze’. There’s 
only one other place that it’s used in the Old Testament and that’s in Genesis 3:24, “So He 
drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” That word translated 
‘flaming’ is the only other reference to this word in the Old Testament, that word ‘enchantment’. 
Because of that some commentaries hold that it was just a trick, there was a puff of smoke and 
a flash of light and then these rods became serpents. That’s not how the text reads, the text 
read that the rods did become serpents, they did change. The text requires the rod turned into 
snakes as much for the wise men and the sorcerers as it did for Aaron. Aaron’s rod turned into a
snake by the power of God and their rods turned into a snake by the power of demons. We 
shouldn’t think that only God does signs. We’re told that’s not true, we’re warned that’s not true. 
Satan and the demons perform signs, that’s why we’re not supposed to seek for signs, they can 
mislead you. When I go into Nigeria the charismatic churches all want to see signs of healing, 
they all want to see signs that show you’re a man of God. That’s not what we are to be seeking 
after and that’s not what they were to be seeking after. Deuteronomy 13:1-3, “If there arises 
among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, and the 
sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other 
gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of 
that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know whether 
you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” The signs, it doesn’t mean
that God can’t give them power, that God does not allow demons to turn rods into serpents. God
does allow demons to turn rods into serpents, He allows all of the wise men and all the 
sorcerers to cast down their rod, He caused that to happen to see if Pharaoh would follow after 
God or not. The answer was that he would not. When we see a sign, all it proves is that there 
are powers beyond us. We know there are powers and principalities of the air, we know there 
are powers greater than physical things and if we seek after a sign, it doesn’t tell us the nature 
of the power it came from. Instead we are to love the Lord our God and desire to do His will. We
are supposed to desire to do His commandments. Love your neighbor. That’s the sign of the 
church of Jesus Christ, that’s the sign of Jesus Christ, that’s the authority of the church, that we 
love our neighbor. “For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents.” Every one 
of the wise men and the sorcerers had rods. I think the picture here is that you have Pharoah 



who is a type of Satan and then you have all his advisors, but they also have real authority. As 
having real authority they have rods, they have the sign of having authority. You go to 
Parliament and the person holding the scepter is the one with authority. Even when we think of 
Christ in Revelation 12:5, “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless 
you repent.” A rod is a sign of authority. Everybody doesn't necessarily have a rod, but all the 
wise men and sorcerers had rods and it’s probably because they had authority under the King of
Egypt so they had the symbol of that authority. All the rods became serpents, it wasn’t that they 
just looked like they became serpents, it wasn’t a magic trick, they actually became serpents. 
Again, I think this is the picture of all civil magistrates, they have their authority and if you rebel 
against their authority, God did not give them the sword to wield in vain. I think that gives 
additional meaning to the rest of the text when we go on. 

Verses 12b-13, “But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and 
he did not heed them, as the Lord had said.” Aaron’s rod swallowing up all their rods, when you 
think of that rod and of it having that authority and Moses and his rod swallowing up all the other
rods, I do think this is a picture of Moses and his law being the law that swallows up all the other
laws. It’s the same picture as Daniel 2:44-45, “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it 
broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made 
known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is
sure.”” I think God is giving an early picture of the same thing, Satan and all these nations that 
he rules, all these authorities that are out there, they try to become serpents that try to rebel 
against the law of God and the law of God will consume them. They become the nations that 
are like powder, they become the chaff from the summer threshing floor like it says in Daniel 2. 
After Christ comes and binds the strong man, they will be destroyed and the one law will 
consume all the other laws. The rod of Moses will be the one that consumes all the rest. Again, 
like I said, we’re already seeing that. If you look at the nations, the nations are ruled very 
differently than they were 2,000 years ago and they are ruled very differently because of the 
preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ, because of the effect of the word of God on the earth. 
The evil kingdoms that were put in place, they will be and they are being consumed by the 
kingdom that God established. There’s another picture here, if you’ve dealt with snakes at all, 
snakes tend to eat very infrequently. They have one meal and then they won’t eat anything for a
long time until they digest that meal and it works through their digestive tract. They don’t eat one
thing then eat another thing and another thing, that’s not how snakes normally behave. Here 
you have a snake that eats one snake, then it eats another snake, and then another snake. 
There’s not three of four days between these, which would be typical for a snake. We don’t 
know how many advisors Pharaoh had, but we know there were at least four. The wise men is 
plural and the sorcerers is plural so there were at least four snakes that Moses’ snake 
consumed. It could have been a lot more so what we know is that the serpent that was Aaron’s 



rod that was cast down, it keeps eating and it keeps eating. It eats what could be a large 
number of snakes. It reminded me of Proverbs 27:20, “Hell and Destruction are never full;

So the eyes of man are never satisfied.” Hell and destruction are never full so God’s law keeps 
consuming, it consumes all these other rods and it doesn’t stop. It doesn’t go, ‘I’ve defeated one
kingdom so now I will stop and wait’. It won’t stop until all are consumed, that’s the promise of 
Daniel 2 and that’s the picture in this text. Pharaoh sees these things and his response is not to 
soften to the gospel. “And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard.” Pharaoh wouldn’t see this. The KJV 
translates that it was God who hardened Pharaoh’s heart, but I think the NKJV has a better 
sense of it. You don’t know who the antecedent is for ‘he’, it could be God or Pharaoh. All we 
really know is that Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, it’s ambiguous who hardened Pharaoh’s heart. 
Later in Exodus we will see that sometimes Pharaoh hardened his own heart and sometime’s 
God hardened his heart even in the same situation which would imply both are participating. 
What we need to recognize here is that Pharaoh’s heart grew hard. He should have recognized 
that Moses had greater power than his servants, Moses represented a greater God than the god
the demons were representing. It should have been enough evidence for Pharaoh, but instead 
his heart grows hard. He would not heed them or listen to Moses and Aaron. I don’t think at this 
point we have any record that they told Pharaoh that Egypt would be destroyed. All they said 
was if they didn’t go up, Egypt would be consumed with pestilence and famine. I don’t think the 
warning was directly against Pharaoh, but he still wouldn’t heed them and let the people go. It 
happened just “as the Lord had said.” Everyone was doing their own will, everyone was doing 
what they thought was best, everyone was walking in accordance to their own free will and at 
the same time, everything happened exactly how God said, exactly as God planned, according 
to His sovereign decree. God’s plan was for Pharaoh’s heart to harden. His plan was for 
Pharaoh to not let His people go so He chose the appropriate sign. He got Moses and Aaron, 
they’re walking in obedience now and Pharaoh is walking in disobedience just as God planned. 

Applications: 

1. The Christian worldview is required for a reason. When we think of the wise men for 
Pharaoh, when we think of the wise men for Nebuchadnezzar, they’re not reasoning for 
what is the best thing to do, they are whispering enchantations, they’re mapping out the 
stars and looking at the movement of the stars. They don’t reason that it’s the right thing 
to do, instead they are looking for supernatural things because they think that demons 
rule the world, that these fickle gods are in charge of all things. Why try to build anything 
off of reason if that’s what you believe? It’s easy for us to forget just how much a 
Christian mindset, or even a Jewish mindset because the Jews had the idea that God 
was sovereign over all things, but these other nations all thought they had their god and 
the gods competed with each other and no god was all-powerful so this god can win now
and lose later. Because of that, there’s a randomness to thought. That’s not true 
because there is a God who is sovereign over all things. The belief that God is the God 
of order is what’s required for people to make decisions based on reason rather than just
based on reading tea leaves or tarot cards or any of these other foolish things. They 
aren’t foolish without a Christian mindset or worldview. Even though the world is not 



operating that way anymore, now most places on the earth aren't being driven by these 
fickle decisions or driven by horoscopes. We still need to recognize that the reason 
that’s true is because the preaching of the gospel. The Christian worldview is what’s 
required in order for things to be based on reason. If you think that god’s do whatever 
crosses their whim, then why does it matter what’s reasonable? You have unbelievers, 
you have someone like President Trump, he would lose the next election if we found out 
that all his advisors were going to horoscopes. I remember when Nancy Reagan was 
having her horoscope done and she was advising Reagan off of horoscopes, this was a 
big deal. People were pretty upset by it, that Reagan would even listen to Nancy when 
she’s listening to horoscopes. That’s how the world always used to be and it only 
changes because of who Christ is and what Christ did. 

2. We should not be like Pharaoh, seeking after a sign. Matthew 16:4, “A wicked and 
adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign 
of the prophet Jonah.” And He left them and departed.” This is what a wicked and 
adulterous generation looks for, they look for signs, they look for supernatural power. 
What are we supposed to look for? We’re supposed to look for truth, we’re supposed to 
look for righteousness. We’re not supposed to look for a sign. The modern church still 
has people that are looking for signs, they still have people who want to see healing. 
That’s why Benny Hinn has such a following, they’re looking for people who speak in 
tongues. We’re not supposed to be seeking after those things, we’re not even supposed 
to be seeking after them like we want to see our prayers answered. Yes, we should 
desire to pray and it’s a good thing when we see God answering our prayer, but that 
shouldn’t be what we are basing our faith on. We’re not supposed to be seeking after 
signs, we’re not supposed to say something is true because we have seen a sign. 
Instead we are supposed to be looking for truth, we are supposed to be those who have 
that Christian worldview that’s affecting the rest of society. There is a sign that we have 
been given, the signs of life and not signs of death. It doesn’t mean that we’re not the 
savor of death to those who are dying, we’re supposed to remind them of their death, but
not primarily by declaring their condemnation but by walking in righteousness before 
them. That’s the ministry we have been given, the ministry of righteousness. That’s why 
Jesus Christ was the scent of death to them, because He walked in perfection, He 
walked in kindness, He walked in compassion, He cared for the sick, He cared for the 
weak, He cared for the lepers, He cared for the outcasts. Because of that He heaped 
coals of fire over their head so they killed Him. That’s the ministry we have been given, 
not the ministry focused on condemnation, but a ministry that’s focused on calling people
out of darkness into light, a ministry that’s focused on walking in righteousness. These 
are the signs that were given of what it looks like to have a heart of flesh instead of a 
heart of stone. Through the working of the Holy Spirit we have a spirit of righteousness. 

3. This is the sign that we’re ambassadors of God. Pharaoh said, ‘Show me a sign, prove 
that you are an ambassador for the Lord’ and he cast down his rod and it became a 
serpent. That’s not the sign that we have to the society around us. Our sign was given to
be in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My 



disciples, if you have love for one another.” This is the sign that we have been given to 
show people around us that we have been sent by God, to show people around us that 
we’re testifying as ambassadors of God, it’s a testimony of loving the people of God. 
People can’t say that they follow Jesus Christ when they don’t care about the church. 
This is the sign that you’re following Christ, this is the sign that you care about the 
people of God. This is how we know if we are truly disciples of Christ, if we are truly 
disciples of Christ we love the church of God. So we’re not supposed to look for some 
supernatural sign, we’re not supposed to demonstrate how we are Christians by 
supernatural signs. We’re supposed to demonstrate we are Christians by loving the 
people of God. The new covenant is about life, not about death. The key picture of life is 
to love those who are alive, to love those who are Christians. Our sign is not the sign of 
the serpent, it’s the sign of love. 

4. Just as followers of Pharaoh imitated the sign of Moses, all false religions now, they 
imitate the sign of the church. The sign of the church is that you love one another so 
Islam says the sign of being a faithful Muslim is that you fast and that you give to the 
poor, that you care for one another. Roman Catholicism says you care for the poor. You 
have to understand these are false imitations. Like Mother Theresa, this woman who is 
supposed to be this fantastic caring person, this paragon of virtue, this paragon of loving 
people, she would go and tell people that were sick that they should just pray as she 
watched them die. Of course, as soon as she got sick she flew to the United States. This
is false love by any definition. Mother Theresa was a wicked woman and yet she’s held 
up as this picture of love. The reason she is held up as this picture of love is the same 
reason that the followers of Pharaoh cast down their rods and they became serpents, it’s
that she is imitating love, she doesn’t have love. We need to make sure that we’re truly 
being loving, that we’re not just greeting one another on Sunday morning and saying, 
‘How are you?’ without actually caring how they respond. Let’s make sure we’re not just 
imitating love, but that we actually love one another for that is the sign of being a disciple
of Jesus Christ. 

5. Do you reject what you see and you know to be true because you love your sin? The 
people that we had to do church discipline on, they all had this in common, they all saw 
the truth, but the cost of accepting the truth was more than they were willing to accept so
instead of accepting the truth, they hardened their hearts. Be really careful not to harden 
your heart, be really careful not to reject truth because you don’t want to see it. Pharaoh 
did and rejected the testimony that God was more powerful than any of the demonic 
forces that his advisors had and that should have been enough, but he hardened his 
heart. It wasn’t that God didn’t have a testimony of who He was, it was that Pharaoh 
wouldn’t see it. Make sure you’re not the same way, make sure you’re not rejecting what
God has clearly shown for a desire to seek after your own ways. Make sure you don’t 
harden your heart to truth because to harden your heart to truth is to harden your heart 
against Christ. 



Let me pray. Oh Lord God, we do thank You for this passage, thank You for the depths YOu 
give to it. Lord, let us have wisdom to rightly understand it, let us have wisdom to rightly 
understand Your purpose in giving it to us. We do thank You that You are a God who reveals 
Yourself to us, that You are a God who has given us so much more revelation than You gave 
Moses, so much more a picture of Your conquering, a picture of Your ruling over the nations 
with a rod of iron, so much more revelation. Lord, let us be faithful to walk in the revelation that 
You have given us, even as we go back to these passages and we see the pictures You have 
fleshed out over redemptive history. Let us recognize to whom much is given, much is expected 
and let us walk in obedience to these truths that You revealed, even way back thousands of 
years ago between Moses and Pharaoh. Let us see the truths and let us walk in them and let us
not harden our hearts towards Your ways. Instead, let us find our delight and joy in them. In 
Jesus Christ’s name we pray, amen. 


