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Introduction: Matthew 13:53 through 16:12 present 8 incidents that serve to demonstrate the truths from 
the parables recounted in chapter 13. The first finds Jesus returning to His hometown of Nazareth and 
finding the people offended by Him and His teaching. 

 

I. From Capernaum to Nazareth – vs. 53-54 
A. A Year in the Life of Jesus 

1. Nazareth – Luke 4:28-32 
2. Capernaum – Matt. 11:23 

a. After a year of ministry Jesus cursed Capernaum 
b. Archeological ruins at the synagogue show decorations of animals and mythological 

creatures – the rejected the true God for animals and myths 
3. Nazareth (vs. 54) 

B. The Seed Fell on Hard Ground – Quote #1 
II. Jesus is a Nobody – vs. 55-56 – Isa. 53:2; John 7:15 

A. Where Did He Get Wisdom and Mighty Works?  
1. Not educated  
2. From an ordinary family 
3. Mighty works? He is a tradesman 

B. Mary and Joseph 
1. Mary needed a Savior – Luke 1:47 
2. Mary had other children – Jesus was 1 of 7 
3. Joseph the carpenter (builder, construction worker) 

C. Brothers and Sisters 
1. James – Gal. 1:19 
2. Joseph 
3. Simon 
4. Judas (Jude) – Jude 1:1 
5. Two sisters – Mark 6:3 

III. Offense and Unbelief – vs. 57-58 – Quote #2 
A. Pride, Prejudice, and Presumption 
B. A Prophet without Honor 

IV. The Family of God – 1 John 3:1-3 
A. The Children of God 
B. Hope and Holiness 

 

Quotes 

1. “They did not reject Him because the lacked the truth, but because they rejected the Truth.” – John 
MacArthur 

2. “They stumbled at that which should have been a stepping stone for them! Many in these days 
must have glitter and pretense, and they think nothing of profound wisdom.” – CH Spurgeon 



Cross References 

Luke 4:28-32 

28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 and rose up 
and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, 
that they might throw Him down over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went 
His way. 31 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the 
Sabbaths. 32 And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority. 

Matthew 11:23 

23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty 
works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 

Isaiah 53:2 

2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form 
or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 

John 7:15 

15 And the Jews marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, having never studied?” 

Luke 1:47 

47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

Galatians 1:19 

19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 

Jude 1 

1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 

Mark 6:3 

3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are 
not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him. 

1 John 3:1-3 

3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of 
God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are 
children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in 
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
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