PSALM 119:137-144 B39

(Tsade)
137) Righteous are You, O Lord, 141) | am smiadl despised, Yet |
And upright are Your judgments. raa forget Your precepts.
138)_You have commanded Your 142) Your righteessrns an everlasting
testimonies in righteousness teghsness, and Your law is truth.
And exceeding faithfulness. 143) Troudrhel anguish have come
139) My zeal has consumed me, upon reéYvur commandments
Because my adversaries have grdalght.
forgotten Your words. 144) Your testimesare righteous forever;
140) Your word is very pure, Give me ergfanding that | may live.

Therefore Your servant loves it.

We come now to the eighteenth letter of the Helalkpliabet. There is really no letter like this
in English or Greek. Itis the letter that is ppanced “ts.”

Psalm 119 is a Psalm cleverly and carefully writteiexalt God’s written Word. It communi-
cates the idea that God’s Word needs to be cayeftitlied and expounded systematically, just
as one would tackle the alphabet.

There are 22 eight verse sections written in tldeoof the Hebrew alphabet. Every beginning
word in this section begins with a word that starith the Hebrew letter “ts.” For example, in
verse 137the first word is tsadiq” which is the Hebrew word “righteous.”

The purpose of this is to show that the approachdd’s Word should be one of alphabetic
orderliness. The Bible is to be unlocked in a tdr@and systematic way.

Now one thing that certainly catches our eye, ig $leries of verses, is the repetition of the word
“righteous” or “righteousness.” That word showsinierses 137, 138, 142 (2x), 144. Soin
eight verses this word shows up six times.

There are three main points that are communicatéus Psalm:
1) God is righteous.

2) God’s Word is righteous.

3) God’s Word can produce righteousness.

The point of this part is this:
GOD’S WORD REVEALS GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS AND KNOWING AND

OBEYING GOD’S RIGHTEOUS WORD IS THE KEY TO COPING W ITH ANYTHING
IN LIFE.




Pg. 640

Now the word “righteous” (tsadiq) and its derivasvspeak of the true, righteous standards of
God. ltis arighteousness that God would condiée right (Brown, Driver, Briggsjebrew
Lexicon, p. 841).

Now what we have here are a series of thirteeprsitts pertaining to God and His Word as it
relates to God and to His people.

STATEMENT #1 — God is_righteous119:137a

Now this is something people need to grasp abodt Gnd is righteousGod is righteous in
character and He is righteous in_conduct.God cannot and does not do evil. God cannot and
does not do anything dark because He is righteous.

STATEMENT #2 — God’s judgments are upright.19:137b

Anything God does and any judgment He makes willfiméght and righteous and just. The
Hebrew word “upright” means that God’s judgmentH alivays be straight judgments and right
judgments (William Geseniublebrew Lexicon, p. 375).

Sometimes people say, “Why would God let this ha@pe‘Why didn’t God prevent this from
happening?” My answer is “I don’t know becausenlr@ot God.” But what we can say is
anything God does or permits, is the right thingaoor permit because any judgment God
makes is an upright judgment.

STATEMENT #3 — God’s Word has been commanded and is rightebi9:138a

God commanded His Word into existence and His Vilihsed on His righteousness. God’s
written Word reveals God'’s righteousness. When &dittesses any issue, whether it be a moral
issue or a spiritual issue or a prophetic issus,bised on His righteousness.

One writer said God’s Word is given to instruct iasinspire us and to inhibit us.

STATEMENT #4 — God’s Word is exceedingly faithfull 19:138b

This is a key point to remember. The Word of Godlways faithful. So when God reveals
something to us about creation or humans or theeuse or animals or angels, what God says is
always right. If God makes a promise, He will ay@de faithful to fulfill the promise.
STATEMENT #5 — God's servant had a zeal for God’s WoddL9:139

True servants of God love God’'s Word, they havassipn and zeal for God’'s Word. Now
what the writer specifically says is that “My zéas consumed me.” That verb “consume” is in

the Piel form which refers to an intense and eaggon (William Geseniud{ebrew Grammar,
p. 141). This servant had a consuming, intenssigaso know God’s Word.



Pg. 641

Now notice what was in part impetus for this passtos enemies. His enemies and adversaries
could care less about the Word of God and that fudled his desire to know it more. When he
saw his adversaries who did not have a clue ahtt od said in His Word because they forgot
His Word, he wanted to know more and more of ihe@ommentator said that cold blasts
coming from the enemies should heat our passiarthéWord of God.

STATEMENT #6 — God’s Word is pure119:140a

What this means is that every word in the Scriginas been carefully examined by God and is
free from any impurity. It has been refined argted by God Himself and it is absolutely pure.
God’s Word is free from any contamination. Alwaygk with the Scriptures and believe and
defend the Scriptures because the Scriptures aee pu

STATEMENT #7 — God’s Word is loved.119:140b

God’s Word is loved by a servant of God. It is loeied by everyone. God’s Word reveals the
righteous Word of God and will of God and therefany servant of God will love God’s Word.

STATEMENT #8 — God’s Word is not forgotten119:141

What we learn in this verse is that the writer wamll, the writer was scorned, but the writer
was smart.

Compared to the big shots of the world and the ptulvand arrogant adversaries, this writer did
not appear to be anything. He wasn’t impressive.

But this writer was smarter than all of the otheople because he never forgot the Word of God.
He never forgot the precepts of God.

One of the best things any of us can do when soded by difficulties and hardships and
hostilities is to stay focused on remembering thad\bf God.

STATEMENT #9 — God'’s righteousness is everlastingl9:142a

Now we know that God is righteous and God’s Wordghteous so what we learn here is that
this righteousness is an everlasting righteousness.

STATEMENT #10 — God’s Word is truth.119:142b
God’s Word on any topic, issue or subject is théhtr Whether the subject is Satan, Salvation,

Sex, Society or Sin, it is the truth. Whethershéject is creation, condemnation, consecration,
or sanctification, it is the truth. Whether thdct is heaven or hell, it is the truth.



Pg. 642
STATEMENT #11 — God’s Word is our delight119:143

When we find ourselves surrounded by things tloatikie us and emotionally cause us anguish,
it is the Word of God that is our delight. Sinced® Word is the truth and since God’s Word
is pure and everlasting, it stands to reason thsiaind would be our delight.

Most people do not grasp this point. When peoptedgpressed, most people don’t realize that
if they went to church to hear the Word of God aately taught their emotions would be
uplifted. Their sorrow could be turned to deligh{by.

The one thing that can truly bring delight to ughis Word of God.

STATEMENT #12 — God’s Word is forever righteoud.19:144a

We have already seen God’s Word is righteous. §W¢brd is faithful. God’s Word is pure.
God’s Word is truth and now we see it is forevghteous. Righteousness is everlasting and

so is the Word of God.

The written Word of God is just as righteous as @wdver. All books outlive their authors,
except one. God’s Word is timeless and it is ferev

STATEMENT #13 — God’s Word needs to be understodd.9:144b
Now this writer who is writing inspired truth rezdid that it isn’t just reading the Bible that

matters; it is understanding the Bible that matté#s asks God to give him an understanding
of His precious Word. Only God can give understagaf His Word.



