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“After these things – The Covenant Confirmed” 

      One cannot help but notice the smooth transition from Genesis 14:24 to our current chapter, 
15:1. We see how that in the previous chapter Abram had refused and financial gain from the 
LORD’s victory over the five confederated armies from the king of Sodom. Now Abram is privileged 
or we should honestly say “graced” to receive a blessing and a Word from God in a vision, but it was 
after these things. 
 
Genesis 15:1 
 
1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.  
 
     After these things:  I want you to underline that statement because we are going to go back here 
in a little bit and find out what some of these things are. After these things the word of the Lord came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, I love it when the Lords says to Fear not. 
 
And the LORD must really like these words too; this was the first time He used them but He liked 
them so much that He said them 85 more times throughout the Bible; Fear Not! But the Word of the 
LORD came unto Abram in a vision, with a blessing; yet it was after these things. But now let’s look 
at just what some of these things are: 
 

1. Abram’s promised land; he was to receive was inhabited by Canaanites – Genesis 12:5; 
2. Abram had to face a great famine in this land – Genesis 12:10; 
3. Abram chose to avoid the famine by fleeing to Egypt – Genesis 12:10-11; 
4. Abram lost his beautiful wife to the Egyptian Pharaoh – Genesis 12:11-15; 
5. Abram was forced to leave Egypt and return back to Canaan – Genesis 13:1-3; 
6. Abram was brought back to the Altar – Genesis 13:4; 
7. In prosperity and not poverty, Abram faced a family squabble – Genesis 13:5-8; 
8. Abram lost his nephew; Lot leaves and goes toward Sodom – Genesis 13:10-12; 
9. Abram receives word that Lot has been captured – Genesis 14:13-14; 
10. Abram goes to war against Chedorlaomer and his mighty army – Genesis 14:14-16; 
11. Abram refuses the riches of Sodom and still has no nephew – Genesis 14:21-24; 

 
     After these things God knew Abram needed some encouragement. In spite of the adverse 
circumstances and human frailties and even the lapses of time, God will always fulfill His promises 
to those who trust in Him. 
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     Genesis chapter fourteen focuses on Abram’s actions during these adversities, where Genesis 
chapter fifteen is the aftermath that focuses on Abram’s emotions. 
 
     It is here that the LORD is about to bless Abram, because: 
 

- Abram had said no to Sodom and yes to the Shield. 
- Abram had said no to unrighteousness and yes to the reward. 

 
     Friends, the sin and substance of Sodom cannot compare with the Shield of the Sovereign God. 
 
Fear Not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 
 
- He didn’t just say reward – But He said Great Reward. 
- He didn’t just say Great reward – But He said Exceeding Great Reward. 
 
And I love the way the Holy Ghost puts this in the Scriptures: 

- He didn’t say; this is your Reward. 
- He didn’t say; that is your Reward. 
- But He said “I AM.” 

 
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. It pays to serve God, After these things. God is 
telling Abram here: 
 
- that I AM, your shield – your protection. 
- that I AM, your exceeding great reward – your provision. 
 
     God knew that Abram needed some strength; He knew he needed some encouragement. Abram 
had been through all of these troubles and trials. His land was still occupied, His wife was still 
barren and there was still no son to carry on the family name. So if there is no son, how can there be 
a seed? If there is no seed how can there be a nation that number greater than the stars?  
 
     Well it is here, After these things; that God is about to confirm the Abrahamic Covenant with 
Abram and reassure him through His Word of that spiritual seed promised. 
 
     The idea of a great reward prompted Abram to ask God to define the nature of the reward, given 
the fact that Abram was childless and at this point was thinking that his servant/steward Eliezar 
would be his heir. 
 
Genesis 15:2 
 
2 And Abram said, LORD God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house 
is this Eliezer of Damascus? 
 
     Since Abram had no heir of his own, he wondered precisely what his reward was going to be.  
He did trust God, but God didn’t seem to be doing anything, at times when it came to fulfilling His 
promise Abram might have thought that God was a million miles away; 
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     But thanks be to God that our God is Almighty, Sovereign and in complete control. He is our 
shield, and He is our exceeding great reward. When you think that the LORD has forgotten you, look 
back and draw strength from His Word. 
 
Genesis 7:24 
 
24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 
 
Genesis 8:1 
 
1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: 
and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged; 
 
One of my personal favorite Scripture passages to draw strength from: 
 
Exodus 3:4-7 

4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, 
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 

5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground. 

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 

7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 

     Then what did the LORD say to him later on down in the chapter, when Moses asked Him, what is 
your name? What shall I say unto them? 
 
Exodus 3:14 
 
14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 
I AM hath sent me unto you. 
 
     Now this was none other than the great “I AM” talking to Moses, this is the same great “I AM” that 
came to Abram, which is the Word of the LORD. This great “I AM” is none other than our LORD Jesus 
Christ. 
 
John 1:1 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
     I am glad that even in the midst of the troubles and the trials when it seems like my God, my King, 
my LORD, the great “I AM” is a million miles away; He still knows all, hears all and sees all. 
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- He said: I am the way. 
- He said: I am the truth. 
- He said: I am the life. 
- He is my great “I AM.” 

 
Genesis 15:3 

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 

     After the loss of Lot again, even after his rescue, the closest thing that Abram has to an heir is the 
steward and servant of his house, Eliezer; but God says no! 

Genesis 15:4 

4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall 
come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 

     Abram is about to be blessed and the covenant is about to be confirmed.  Notice in Abram’s talk 
with the LORD, and his question in the form of “what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless,” 

     Abram’s focus is not on the spoils of Sodom but rather on the seed of Sarah. 

It is here that God tells him, that his heir shall come forth out of thine own bowels.  

- It would not be the steward but his own seed. 
- It would not be a servant but his own son. 

Genesis 15:5 

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be 
able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

     The phrase “so shall your descendants (or seed) be” refers to:  
 

1. The Innumerable number of Jews who would come through Abram physically;  
By birth, spiritual seed; and a national seed “the Nation of Israel.” 

 
2. The great seed Jesus Christ, who would come through Abram physically;  

By Prophecy and Divine Royal Decree – the Saviour; the LORD Jesus Christ. 
 

3. A great spiritual seed that will come after Jesus Christ, who would come through Abram 
spiritually. By rebirth and adoption; the New Testament Saints in Christ. 

 
Genesis 15:6 

6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 
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     God having shown Abram the vast expansion of the heavens told Abram that his descendants 
would be as numerous as the stars he beheld. What was the patriarch’s response to such a 
wonderful promise? 
 
And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:3 
 
3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:21 
 
21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
 
Galatians 3:6 
 
6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
 
James 2:23 
 
23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 
 
     Dr. S. Lewis Johnson observes, Abram’s faith was really one that believed realizing he couldn’t 
achieve. His righteousness was most definitely faith righteousness and not works righteousness 
(Johnson, Study #28, page 4). 
 
     Why in the world people still rely on dead works, baptism, traditions and their own self-
righteousness to be in a right standing with God is beyond me.  
 
     Because I am not trusting on my filthy rags of self-righteousness but fully believing on Him the 
great “I AM” for something that I cannot achieve in myself; so that by grace, through faith He 
(Christ) will impute His Righteousness upon me for a right standing with God. 
 
Jeremiah 23:6 
 
6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 
 


