FORSAKEN

Readi ng Matthew 27: 27-46

INTRO Qur text this Good Friday norning is, "Eli, Ei, |lam
sabachtani." It neans, "My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?" It cones from Matthew 27:46. | amredoing a

message that | did in 1998. | called it, "Forsaken!" Today
is the day we commenorate the death of Christ. It is a nost
significant day. On Pal m Sunday | nentioned that He died
when the Passover |anbs died. The Passover |anbs were the
shadow, but here was Christ, the One that was represented by
t hat shadow.

Mat t hew 27: 45, the verse before our text says that fromthe
sixth hour to the ninth hour darkness reigned. In Luke 22:53
Jesus said, "...this is your hour and the power of
darkness. "™ Never had the powers of darkness reigned nore
suprenely. Christ came to His own, but His owm did not
receive HHm No, they rejected Hm But not only that, they
condemmed Hmto die the nost cruel death ever invented. And
when the darkness fell thick upon the land it synbolized God
turning H's back on H's only Son, a suffering Son. There has
not been a darker hour in human history than this one. It
was an hour that belonged to nman and the devil.

Sone time ago we discussed Christ's birth in Sunday School
class and the fact that He was born in a stable. And soneone
asked in the class what woul d have happened if He had been
born in a palace. | had never thought about that. But |
answered like this, "I amnot sure what woul d have happened.
But if He had preached and taught as He did, He would have
been crucified all the sane."” There are sone things Satan
and this world cannot put up wth.

The text we have this norning takes place shortly after 3
pm Man's hour, the hour of darkness had conme. Let ne tel
you what had taken place fromthe evening before until now.
The evening before, after they had picked up the Passover
lanb fromthe tenples priests the disciples had prepared the
Passover neal. It would have taken one lanb for their nunber
of people. And | suppose sonewhere between 7 and 10 they
woul d have had their neal. Remenber that Jesus had washed
their feet and then they had their neal.

Fromin Jerusalem at the upper room after the neal, they
made their way to the Garden of Gethsemane. Here Jesus
prayed for three hours while the disciples couldn't keep
their eyes open. And just as He had said to H s Father, "Not
My will be done but Thine", Judas came with a band of Roman



soldiers and they tied Jesus up and led H mback to
Jerusalem It is between 4:00 - 5:30 in the norning. He was
then first taken to Annas, who had once been the H gh Pri est
but the Romans had replaced himw th Cai aphas, Annas' son-
in-law. This is a long and hard hearing, but since they did
not have authority to kill Jesus, they sent Hmto Pilate,

t he Roman authority that had the right to sentence Jesus to
death. It is nowthe tine that roosters crow. You wl|l
remenber Peter here. He has had a | ong night.

Pilate found the case too nuch for HHmand sent Hmto
Herod. It is maybe 6:00-6:30 now. Well, Herod was only
interested in seeing sonme mracle perforned, and when that
did not happen, he sent Jesus back to Pilate. | expect it is
about 7:00 or 7:30. Pilate now gives the people a choice

bet ween rel easing Jesus, a Man who never sinned, and

Bar abbas, a wi cked sinner. But because this Lanb of God was
bl em shed in the sight of the people, they called to have
Bar abbas rel eased. Jesus is then scourged. This is a very
horri bl e whi ppi ng.

Jesus is then taken to the Praetorian where He is nbcked and
m streated and crowned with a crown of thorns and then He is
made to carry the upper piece of the cross to Gol gotha. They
arrive there about 8:30 or so. It is then that He is
crucified and at about 9:00 a.m or so, the cross is raised
and He is hanging. Now H s real physical agony, the agony of
the cross began. At about noon, all of a sudden darkness
fell over the whole land. It was a divine darkness and it

| asted for 3 hours. And it is after these hours of darkness
t hat Jesus cried out the words of our text this norning.

You see, Jesus had drunk that awful cup in the Garden of

Get hsemane and He was dooned to die. They had captured H m
They had tied the Creator up like a crimnal, they had
nocked H mand spit on H mand flogged HHmand laid the
pati bul um of the cross on Hmand finally crucified Hm And
now He was on the cross. It was now but a matter of tinme
before He would die. And by now He had hung on the cross for
6 agoni zing hours, and about the ninth hour, 3 p.m Jesus
cried out, "MWy God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" This
norning we are going to look at this question in sone
detail .

. MW GOD, MY GOD

We begin with the word, "My God, My God.." | nust ask a
guestion here. How could God be H's God if He was God?
Do you get the question? Wll, let nme tell you

sonmething. God the Father is God. He will never be



anything but God. He is God. You and | are human. That
nmeans we are part of humanity, or man. W will never
be anything el se but man. But there is a teaching
regarding the Lord Jesus Christ that is npbst
incredible. It is the fact that He is both human and
divine. He is both man and God. This is a theol ogi cal
truth which the Bible clearly teaches and which the
cults seek to escape. It is this, that Jesus is both
human and divine. He is both God and man. Sonetines in
Scripture we see Hmin H s divinity. In Matthew 24-25
we find Hmtelling us all about what the future

hol ds. There is the divine Son of God. Then we find

H m hungry or tired, and there we have a man. W find
H m | earni ng obedi ence. There He is a man. Then we
find Hmknowing what is in all nen, and there we find
Hi m di vi ne.

Well, here, in this heartrending cry to H s Father, we
find Hmin H's full humanity. Howis it that Jesus
woul d call God H's God when He Hinself is God? It is
this, He is speaking out of H's humanity. In H's
humanity God Al m ghty was Hi s Father. You see, Jesus
was fully God but He was also fully man.

When our ol dest daughter was just a baby she was
hospitalized in the city of Prince George, sonme sixty
mles fromwhere we |ived. Wien | thought of this
passage a nenory of her hospitalization at a young age
cane forcefully to mnd. W, of course, went to see
her while she was in the hospital. It was a pl easure
to walk into her room She would ook in our direction
and t hen when she recogni zed who we were, you could
see that recognition take place and then a big smle
and she would craw as far toward us as the crib would
allow. So we would spend tinme with her there in the
hospital room But then cane parting tinme. Oh this was
a hard nonment. We could not explain to her little mnd
t hat we woul d be back. And so when our visiting tine
was over we woul d have to nake our way out of the
room When she realized we were | eaving she woul d
begin to cry the saddest cry. After we had gone out |
peeked in the wi ndow where she couldn't see nme and
over the tall crib | could see those little arns
flailing, begging, pleading, and those little hands
openi ng and cl osi ng and gropi ng about, but with al

t he groping and graspi ng, her parents were gone. To
her little mnd nomand dad had forsaken her.

When | pondered on Jesus' words in this text the
pi cture of nmy daughter's face canme to nmind. Plainer



words could not be witten on a face than these, "MW
dad, My dad, why are you forsaking nme?" Now mny
daught er woul d not have felt as forsaken if it were a
dad or a nomthat forsook her. There were many nons
and dads that went by and it did not bother her. But
it was her own nom and her own dad that had forsaken
her. Al the reason that little brain could nuster
coul d not answer why her very own parents woul d
forsake her. And when Jesus cried out on the cross, it
was because Hi s Father had forsaken H m

But et me tell you that though a father may forsake
his very own child, surely God never would forsake H s
very own Son, would he? But alas, the nost horrible
hour of the world has come when even God turned Hi's
back on His own Son. Three agoni zi ng hours of hope
ticked by and when it becane evident that CGod woul d
not turn H's face again and death was certain, Jesus
utters this heartrending cry, "My God, My God, why
have you forsaken ne."

VHY

Look now at the question word in this cry, "Wy?" Wen
our reasoning abilities go to work on a probl em and
they cone away enpty or w thout an adequate answer we
say, "Why?" Sone tragedy. Sonme death. Sonme terrible
event. Wien our m nd gropes and cones up enpty and we
cry out, "Wiy?" | suppose we have all come to those
times of life when all reason seens to fail and we
say, "Why?"

Jesus, beaten, bruised, bleeding, nocked and crucified
hangs there between heaven and earth, between God and
man. From a human perspective, there are no good
answers, and then cones this heartrending cry fromH s
parched lips, "Wwy?" Forsaken by God and forsaken by
man, what an unt hi nkabl e predi canment.

So, we too ask, why did God forsake H n? God had not
forsaken H m because He did not care for H's Son. W
did not | eave our daughter because we did not |ove
her. You see, in the Garden of Gethsemane God's Son
had plead with Hmfor three hours that He m ght be
spared the reason for this forsaking. There in the
Garden God offered Hhma cup. This cup contained nman's
sin, mne and yours; all of them But the end of those
three hours of agonizing ended with this resolve in
the heart of Jesus, "Not my will but thine be done."
And in those dark hours of the night, He took that



bitter cup and He drank it.

| want to ask you this norning what you think of our
God. Does He have feelings, enotions, conpassion and
anger? O is He Iike a machine? Do you think that God
knows what it is like to feel what ny wife and | felt
i ke when we left the hospital with our daughter's
hands flailing over the tall crib? Do you think He
bends Hinself to comunicate to man about | ove but He
H nsel f does not have the capacity to truly |love? |
want to tell you that | believe with all my heart that
He knows and feels these very things we feel.

A nunber of years ago | gave a nessage on God's | ove
for man at Eagle's Nest Bible Canp, illustrating it
with the story of the man who had to crush his only
son in order to save a trainload of passengers from
plunging into the mghty Mssissippi River. There was
a young | ady there whom | have net several tines |ater
and each time | net her she stopped ne to rem nd ne of
that nessage and to express her gratefulness for the
under st andi ng she gai ned of what it nust have been
like for God the Father to give H's Son. She had never
t hought of Christ's death fromthe perspective of a

f at her.

But I wll tell you now why God forsook Hi's Son. It
was because He | oves you. And He loves ne. |If you can
i magi ne this nmorning how nuch you woul d have to | ove
soneone to give your son on their behalf, then you
have an i dea how much God | oves you. You see, God
forsook H's Son because in the Garden of Gethsemane He
took the cup of our sins, when He said, "Not ny wll
but thine be done." God dealt with sin in H's Son, but
it was our sin. That is why.

"My God, My God, why..." Because, ny Son, you are
| oaded with sin. No man on earth has been as | oaded
with sin as You are. | cannot | ook at You. | nust turn

My back. But renenber, My Son, My only Son, You said,
“"Not nmy will but thine be done."

| suppose we have all heard of a parent who has said
t hese words when having to discipline their child,
"This hurts nme nore than you." | don't suppose anyone
has any idea how nmuch pain God Al m ghty endured when
He had to turn His back on H's only Son. What nust it
have been |ike when God heard these pl eadi ng words,
"My God, My God why have You forsaken Me?" He too saw
those flailing arns and those hands groping for H m



but He was gone. He had forsaken H s only Son.
HAVE YQU

So, let us conme to our question once nore: "My God, My
God, why HAVE YQU forsaken ne." | wonder if you have
ever built up confidence in a certain person and then
that person let you down. And you thought, "Wy, of

all people, did you do this?" You woul d expect
sonething like this from other people but not that
person. You are |l et down by a person from whomyou did
not expect it. | suppose nost of us have done that to
soneone el se at one tinme or another and we've al
experienced it from soneone el se.

Jesus was not questioning why the | eader, Herod had

| et H mdown. He was not questioning why the High
Priest had | et H mdown. He was not questioning why

t hose who had sung Hosanna to H m just days before had
et Hmdown. He was not even questioning why H s own
di sciples had Il et H mdown. No, He did not ask why
they had let HHmdown. He turned His face to God the
Father; H's God, H s Father, and said, "Wy have YOU

f orsaken me?"

When we | eft our daughter in the hospital she did not
care when other parents went out and left. But when we
| eft, that caused pain she could only express by
crying and groping and reaching out. W were not just
any parents. W were her parents. Jesus was not just
anybodi es Son. He was God's Son. And so He said, "MW
God, My God, why HAVE YQU forsaken Me?"

FORSAKEN

So let us take a look at this word, 'forsaken'. The

G eek word for forsaken here is engkatal eepo. It neans
to | eave soneone when they're in trouble. It nmeans to
| eave soneone when they're hel pless. | once heard a

m ssionary to the Philippines speak at Prairie when
was in Bible school. He had been a professional hockey
pl ayer, playing with the Vancouver Canucks. He went
mountain clinmbing and fell several hundred feet. He
canme very close to dying and while he was down and
trying to recover, just barely holding on to life; and
when it became obvious that he would no | onger be a
hockey pl ayer and soneone to admre; and while he was
hangi ng between life and death, his wife left him
That, is what it neans to be forsaken.



My uncl e George was narried and had two chil dren when
he got M5. Then when he had deteriorated to where he
could not wal k any nore, one day he woke up to a house
with bare walls. H's wife had noved out.

Consi der Jesus. For over 30 years He wal ked with God.
He never did wong. He always did those things that

pl eased Hi s Father. And then his own people |aid hands
on Hmto put Hmto death. He was beaten. He was
nocked. He was scourged. And then He was nailed to the
cross. And when |life could not possibly get any worse,
then H's own Father turned H s back on Hm He |eft

H m when He was down. He deserted H m when He was
hel pl ess.

But | can tell you why God forsook HHm He had taken
the cup offered to Hm and these were the
consequences. God had in view the good of the whole
sum of | ost mankind, when He forsook His Son. It was
you and | He had in view when He forsook H's only Son.
What a horrendous price to pay!

But | want to tell you sonmething. God had forsaken His
only Son, but it was not to be forever. Go with Me to
Acts 2. Look at verse 25-28 (read). This passage is an
A d Testanment prophecy of the death of Christ. And the
prophecy is of Jesus saying, "You wll not |eave ny
soul in Hades.." The KJV says 'hell' where the NKJV has
"hades'. This is not speaking of hell. That is
Gehenna. The original word here is '"hades'. Hades in
my understanding is the state a person enters at death
where the body has been separated fromthe soul. And
Jesus is saying, "You will not |eave ny soul separated
fromthe body." Then it says, "Nor will You allow Your
Holy One to see corruption.” The naggots woul d not be
allowed to corrupt H's body. He was in the grave three
days and three nights, and then He was rai sed fromthe
dead. Hi s soul was restored to H s renewed,
resurrected body before the worns ever took over.

Now | want you to notice why | went to this passage.
Look at the word, 'leave' in the clause, 'You will not
| eave ny soul in hades.' This word 'l eave' is the sane
word translated 'forsaken' in our text. Jesus said,
"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" The word
transl ated 'forsaken' here is translated in sone other
pl aces, 'left'. But in this prophetic passage it says,
"You will not |eave (or we could say, forsake) My sou
in hades.” You will not |eave My soul in the separated



state. Before My body sees corruption, My soul will be
reunited to My new body.

Let nme give you sonething hopeful here. There had
never been anot her person whose body had not seen
corruption before his soul was reunited to the new
body. As a matter of fact, no one had ever experienced
the new body until Jesus was resurrected. But He
experienced H s new body even before the ol d body
decayed. And here is the good news. Those who are
living Christians when Christ cones will experience a
new body in far less tine than Jesus did. H's body was
separated fromsoul and spirit for three days and
three nights. | want you to go to 1 Corinthians 15
(read 51-54). You see, at the rapture people will be
changed fromthis present body to the resurrected body
i nstantaneously. It will not even take three days.

VE

Well, we cone to our last word, the pronoun 'M',
referring to Jesus Hinmself. "My God My God, why have
You forsaken Me." What is nost shocking is that God
woul d forsake Hm of all people. Surely there would
be reason to forsake Herod, or Pilate, or the

Phari sees or the people, or even the disciples. But
how coul d God forsake H nf?? Think this norning of \Wo
it was that was hanging on the cross. It was the One
to whom God said way back at creation, "Let there be
light." It was the One who, when God said, "Let there
be light" He created the light so that God coul d say,
"And there was light." In six days He created the
heavens and the earth and all that is in them It was
t he One who had been prom sed throughout the OTI. It
was the One who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary, the One who |ived anong
manki nd and never once sinned in all Hs life. It was
God, Creator, King and Lord. And now sone of the | ast
breaths of air will be used to cry, "My God, My Cod,
why have you forsaken ne?"

| can understand God forsaking those fickle people who
cried "Hosanna" one day and "Crucify H m' the next. |
can understand God forsaking those self righteous
Scribes and Pharisees. | can see God forsaking even
that unfaithful H gh Priest. | can see God forsaking
you and ne. But | cannot see God forsaking H's only
Son, His sinless Son, can you?

My God, My God, why have You forsaken ME? Good



guestion isn't it? Wy did God forsake the King of
Kings and the Lord of Lords? But we know the answer.
W can say, "I can tell you, My Lord and My Ki ng, why
Your God forsook You. Let ne tell You Lord in the
words of the poet who wote why Your God forsook You:"

| see the crowd in Pilate's hall,

I mark their wathful men; (behaviour)
Their shouts of "Crucify" apall,

Wth bl aspheny between.

And of the shouting nultitude,
| feel that | am one;

And in that din of voices rude,
| recogni ze ny own.

Twas | that shed that sacred bl ood,
| nailed Hmto the tree;

| crucified the Christ of God,

| joined the nockery.

Around the cross, the throng | see
nocki ng the sufferer's groan

Yet still ny voice it seens to be,
As if | nocked al one.

Hor ati us Bonar.

You see Lord, God loved ne and the whole fam |y of
si nful manki nd so nmuch that He forsook You. He did it
for us!"

CONCL: So | et us conclude. Jesus Christ was the Lanb sl ain
before the foundation of the world. Before creation took

pl ace God had a plan. That is very clear from Scripture. And
when CGod created nman, He knew that in the end He woul d get
sonmet hing that would be worth its while even though it woul d
cost HHmthe price above every price.

And so God created man. And as soon as man had been created
God's arch eneny, Satan began his work. He caused Adamto
sin and with Adamis sin cane man's fallen sin nature and a
sin cursed creation. And then, when nany years had passed,
in the fullness of time God sent forth His only Son into the
world. And He lived a perfectly righteous |life and
procl ai ned the words of God and man, along with the devil,
sought to destroy Hm And when the tine drew near that
God's only Son was to be offered up, it became obvious that
that tinme had come as well. And then cane Gethsenene. And in
Get hsemane Christ was crushed. He was pul verized. And in the



end He said, "Not My will be done, but thine." And He drank
that cup and when He had drunk that cup, He was condemed to
di e.

The brutality of the next hours cannot be adequately
written. But when He had been scourged and condemmed to die
He was taken to Golgotha. And there He was nailed to the
cross and left hang to let nature take its course the way it
does to those who have been crucified. And about the ninth
hour, three o'clock in the afternoon, the tine when the
sacrificial lanbs begin to die, He called for a drink. And
when He had received a drink He said, "It is finished." And
then He cried out with a | oud voice and said, "Father, into
Your hands | conmmt My spirit.” And He died.

My God, My God why have You forsaken Me? And what is God's
answer? "1 forsook You ny Son, because You bore the sin of
the world. | forsook You so | mght save sinners. | forsook
You, My Son, but though in this dark hour You cannot see it,
for all eternity You will be glad of it." And so Paul says,
"Oh, the depth of the wisdomof the riches both of the

wi sdom and know edge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgnents and his ways past finding out!"”



