
Pharaoh Still Held Them
Exodus 9:1-12, “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For if you refuse to let 
them go, and still hold them, behold, the hand of the Lord will be on your cattle in the field, on 
the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep—a very severe 
pestilence. And the Lord will make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the livestock 
of Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.” ’ ” Then the Lord 
appointed a set time, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land.” So the Lord did 
this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the children 
of Israel, not one died. Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the 
Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go. So
the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take for yourselves handfuls of ashes from a furnace, and 
let Moses scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. And it will become fine dust in 
all the land of Egypt, and it will cause boils that break out in sores on man and beast throughout 
all the land of Egypt.” Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and 
Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they caused boils that break out in sores on man 
and beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils 
were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh; 
and he did not heed them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses.”

Let’s pray. Dear God I thank You for this passage You have given us. Thank You for the 
examples that You have in Your word of things You have done in the past. I pray that we would 
consider them today, that You will keep our attention focused on Your word and the messages 
from You. I pray that You would open our eyes and show us more about You. Help us to 
understand You better, help us to understand how You work in the world and how that ought to 
affect our lives and the things that You do. In Your name, amen. 

As we continue through the plagues, and I am thankful with the events that are going on, just 
how juxtaposition it is with them. Not only that, we’re in such vivid pictures because I recognize 
this morning that there will be a lot more distractions being outside, but God has us in this 
passage where it’s easy to imagine what’s going on, it’s easy to imagine the herds that were out
in the fields that are now lying dead. It’s easy to imagine that everybody is covered with what is 
effectively burns so that their whole skin blisters us, all of it. God has put us in this place where 
it’s such vivid imagery that as we think about these things, hopefully it will help us not to be 
distracted with what’s going on. As we consider these plagues, especially in the midst of the 
coronavirus outbreak, it’s really important for us to just remember how terrible these plagues 
were. The world is in a panic right now because 21,000 people died. That’s far, far, far fewer 
than die every day in the world. The US is in a panic because 21,000 people died, yet 
something like 25,000 people die every single day in automobile accidents. We think the world 
is saying this is a horrible plague and I want to make sure we recognize what it looks like when 



God judges us with a plague. These are on a different scale. The whole earth is completely 
different and God has judged nations like this before. When He rains down the fire and 
brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah He judges the nation. When He caused Assyria to come in 
and destroy everything He is judging a nation. Nations are judged not as mercilessly as Egypt 
was judged in many ways, but God sends real judgements that cause one thing to always 
happen, it causes people to fear God. God caused them to fear other things even as we go 
through these plagues we will get to the point where we go, all the Egyptians feared God. They 
didn’t believe in Him, they didn’t put their faith and trust in a Redeemer, but they feared God. 
When God truly sends judgement, that is the response, not salvation but fear of the One who 
judges. It is a blessing because it causes a constraint of evil. As we think of these plagues let’s 
not just think of them as something that happened a long time ago, but let us be reminded that 
God judges the earth, God judges nations, God causes large percentages of people to die in 
nations. He sends every plague and disaster as He makes clear in His word. Deuteronomy 
32:39, “Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I 
wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.” A lot of people locked up in 
their houses were not delivered from the hand of God, that’s what God says. That doesn’t mean
we shouldn’t be wise. David said he shouldn’t put his faith in horses and chariots and then he 
goes and builds an army so I’m not saying that people shouldn’t take steps. What I am saying is
that we should remember the One who judges, we need to remember that God brings sickness 
upon a people. We see the judgement in our nation of 60 or 70,000 people dying every year of 
flu and we just consider it normal. We need to instead see that as the judgement of God. We 
also have to see how different the judgments that we’ve seen vs. prior generations. Consider 
the black death when God struck Europe and northern Africa with the black death. It came year 
after year, a hundred years after the black death came, the population of England was only 15%
of what it was when the black death started, that’s what judgement looks like. Not that we have 
half as many people die in America as die by car accidents every year, that’s what God does 
and we need to fear that God because we should take this judgement that’s coming, this 
sickness that’s coming upon the world and not think how terrible it is. Instead we need to go, 
‘Look how God should judge us, look at what we do deserve.’ Every nation of the world virtually,
says it’s a good thing to murder your children, do we deserve a judgement like the black death? 
Every nation of the world virtually says it’s ok for two men to marry, do we deserve a judgement 
like the black death? With the black death something like 60% of people would die within three 
months when the black death came to a nation, 60%. God, when we see the horrific judgement 
of God with the plagues in Egypt, we shouldn’t say that we serve a different God. We should 
instead say, ‘We serve a God who still judges nations and when God’s wrath breaks forth it 
looks a lot more like the plagues in Egypt than it does what we want to call a plague. The 
Justinian plague was in the 16th century and it had the same death rate where 80-90% of all 
people in the world died. As we read these plagues, let’s not think that this was 3,500 years ago
so what does it have to do with us? Instead, let us remember that God is that same yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow. That plague would kill 6,7,8,9 out of 10 people. We look at the worst 
plague in America, the worst plague in US history was the Spanish Flu that killed about 1 out of 
100 people. To put that in perspective, the flu that we have every year kills about 1 out of 
10,000 people. The flu that’s going on right now kills 5 out of a million people so far in America. 
Now, that number will go up, but nowhere has it come close to the Spanish Flu. The reason that



I give you all those numbers is that part of this is that we should be thankful for the effect of the 
gospel because there has been a real effect of the gospel and God is judging the nations less 
with less severe judgements and part of that is because the gospel has had a real effect. 
Hospitals were started by the church during the crusades. People were saying that because of 
the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ, we have a responsibility to show hospitality to one 
another, which was the start of hospitals. Understand that everything we call science is because
of the gospel. If you don’t believe in a God of order, if you believe in a random God, then there’s
no purpose for science, nobody did science. It’s when a society was taught that there is a God 
of order that you could test things and you could try things, that’s why we have ventilators that 
save so many lives so that compared to the Spanish Flu, fewer people die. We think about 
what’s happening and people around us say how horrible it is, we need to be the people that 
say, ‘Understand this is nothing compared to how God has judged before and God is showing 
mercy because the effects of the people that are God’s people on the earth because they have 
been tremendous.’ We should also consider this a warning because just because the gospel 
has had an effect, it doesn’t mean that God has stopped judging nations. Just because God is 
showing us mercy it doesn’t mean God can’t raise up a new black plague that goes and kills 60-
70% of all the people in a country in two or three months. That’s part of the panic that’s going 
on, everyone is saying this could be like the black plague even though all the evidence says it’s 
not or that it could be like the Spanish flu even though all the evidence says it’s not. As we go 
through these plagues we should be careful to say, ‘God could judge us that way.’ We live in a 
society, the world is filled with nations that delight, that rejoice in the murder of their own 
children. Hundreds of millions of children die every year being murdered. Do you think God can’t
send the black plague? Do you think it would be unrighteous of God to send the black plague? 
We delight in the rejection of genders, we delight in the promoting of perversity, do you really 
think God would be unjust to send the black plague? The world delights to call evil good and 
good evil. Isaiah 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” God says woe to 
people who do that and that is our nation, that is almost every nation of the world, that’s where 
we are so when God says, ‘Woe to those who do this’, that ‘woe’ is the black plague. It’s like the
black plague, God does it in many ways, but we should recognize it and take what’s happening 
as a warning. Just like first God had Aaron cast down the rod and it turned into a serpent, God 
can send judgment. We should make sure that we hear this as a call to be preaching the gospel
and declaring the truth of who God is, to speak against the madness of our age. I’m not just 
talking about this global panic, I’m talking about the madness of our age to say it’s a righteous 
thing to murder a baby just because they haven’t been born yet. We need to be a people who 
see this as a warning of what we should expect to come because God promises, ‘Woe to those 
who call evil good and good evil’, but He also says, ‘The light will cause the evil to flee.’ So as 
we go through these judgments and we recognize as a nation and world we deserve these 
same judgements, let’s recognize our responsibility and our part in the matter. 

Verses 1-4, “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the Lord 
God of the Hebrews: “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For if you refuse to let them 
go, and still hold them, behold, the hand of the Lord will be on your cattle in the field, on the 



horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep—a very severe 
pestilence. And the Lord will make a difference between the livestock of Israel and the livestock 
of Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.” ’ ” Again, the Lord 
speaks to Moses. We don’t know how long it was before the biting insects were removed. 
Pharaoh’s response seems to be immediate. The swarm of insects, all of them, everyone was 
gone and instead of being thankful towards God he hardens his heart. My expectation is that 
this plague was like right on the heels of the previous plague, there probably weren’t many days
if any between them. God is putting one pressure after another. So He says, “Go in to Pharaoh 
and tell him” what’s to come. In previous plagues Moses was supposed to meet Pharaoh as he 
was going down into the water, probably as he was going down to do his religious rituals to 
prepare for worship. The first and second time Moses met with Pharaoh and he went into where
Pharaoh was but starting at this plague he no longer goes and meets him at the river. It doesn’t 
say explicitly every time, but it appears that he goes into Pharaoh. My guess is that Pharaoh at 
this point has enough fear of Moses, that Moses can walk into his innermost sanctuary and 
have no fear that Pharaoh will do anything about it. We know later that all of Egypt feared 
Moses and I think already Pharaoh probably fears Moses so God just says to go in. Tell him, 
“Thus says the Lord God of the Hebrews.” Again, he is declaring judgement, those are words of 
judgement. “Let My people go, that they may serve Me.” Again, this has been repeated. How 
many times do you hear the same thing repeated over and over again and you still disobey? We
should see the example of Pharaoh and be warned by the example of Pharaoh. Each time God 
steps up the judgement, but Pharaoh still won’t repent. Make sure you’re not like that, make 
sure you’re not doing the same thing that as judgement comes upon you, as things keep 
happening to you that seem unrelated, letting the people go, what does that have to do with 
swarms of flies? Understand God continues to judge that way but we know, Pharaoh knows that
God said to him, ‘Let My people go that they may serve Me.’ What is God telling you that you 
are hardening your heart and saying ‘no’? Don’t expect the judgements to get easier, expect 
them to get harder. That’s what God does and what a father does. The first time a child 
disobeys he spanks the child with a certain force, but each time he continues to disobey the 
father has to increase the force. This is what God is doing and God made it clear that they were 
His people, that He could take from Pharoah whenever He wanted to. “For if you refuse to let 
them go.” God is going to announce what the consequences will be. Pharaoh had not let them 
go and God knows he is not going to let them go so He says there will be consequences. If he 
refuses to let them go “and still hold them.” That has been added, it’s been said many times 
before if you refuse to let them go this will happen, but now God is saying to look at the 
judgements you have received. If you continue to disobey don’t think those judgements are 
going to be less. That’s not how it works, that’s not how God orders things. If you still hold them,
if you still refuse to hear Me the judgements are going to get worse. This is true now, this is true 
how you treat your children, this is true how God says that He treats His children or even those 
that are His enemies like Pharoah. Then He says, “behold, the hand of the Lord.” The magicians
said this was just the finger of God and now God is going to get more serious. The last time they
were just being devoured by insects, these plagues were far worse. The hand of the Lord “will 
be on your cattle in the field.” When we hear cattle we usually think bovine, cows and steers. 
That's not what the word here means, it really means ‘or wealth’, it’s about acquisition. These 
are the animals that represented wealth. In the ancient world there wasn’t that many things that 



were signs of wealth. You have gold and silver and jewels, but true wealth was usually in cattle, 
in animals. It was things that you acquired so the word being used here is about acquisition. 
When we think of this judgement we should recognize this is a judgement on their wealth. God 
is destroying this wealth and this comes at a perfect time because we look at what’s happening 
around us. We are experiencing a judgement worldwide on the wealth that we have received. 
The poverty in the rate dropped dramatically over the last ten years, but there’s a good chance 
when we are done fighting the coronavirus, all that will be wiped out and we will be back to large
levels of starvation throughout the world. It’s easy when you are a rich country like America to 
shut down for a month and survive, when you are a poor country like Nigeria there will be many,
many deaths. We are being judged, we are having our wealth removed as a nation, but we can 
afford it. There are plenty of other nations that can not and we should understand that there will 
be serious consequences to this so as we hear of this judgement we should recognize this is a 
judgement on the wealth of Egypt. Egypt was the wealthiest country and they are being judged 
and God is taking it away in an instant. These are the specific kinds of animals, the beasts, the 
cattle in their fields, these are the animals that graze, the larger animals. God gives the list, “on 
the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep.” It’s really easy for 
us to have the wrong perspective because we live in a different time. When we think of large 
animals there are really only two reasons to have large animals, either for pets or for food, but 
that’s now why Egypt had large animals. It was about whether you were wealthy if you had large
animals. When all their livestock died, think about what’s happening now, stores are having a 
hard time getting supplies because truckers aren’t willing to drive. This is more like all the trucks
aren’t working at the same time, that nowhere will any car run, all at the same instant. That’s 
what this judgement looks like. We’re seeing a taste of it when 10% of the trucks aren’t willing to
drive and it’s causing a huge disruption in our system. Imagine the level of disruption in their 
system when every means of transportation other than feet go away in an instant. That’s what 
happened, horses, camels, this is how you move quickly from one place to another. Oxen, this 
is how you bring goods from one place to another. A man can’t carry very much even if you put 
it in a cart, but an ox can carry far more than a man can. Remember when Pharaoh was trying 
to punish the Israelites, so he has them build a treasure city. A treasure city is where all the 
grain was stored, it wasn’t where the money was or the riches were, it was food. Guess what? 
There’s no way to bring that food to the people anymore, all your ox die, all your horses die, all 
your camels die. This would be the equivalent of all the grocery stores disappearing. That’s 
what God is saying, that’s what God is doing. He is going to judge them and destroy all their 
means of transportation and all their means of labor as well. When we think of a mile, what is a 
mile? Do you know how we got what a mile is? A mile is six times how far an ox can plow in one
day, that’s a mile. Do you know what an acre is? It’s how much area an ox can plow in one day. 
All our measurements of land are based on oxen because without oxen it’s really hard to farm to
be able to live and they are all dead. They didn’t have engines, they didn’t have anything else. If
you want to mill something, if you didn’t have a stream what did you do? You hooked up an ox 
or horse and they milled. The equivalent of our machines, they all went away in a day. Think 
about that, everything you run stopping at the same time. This is the judgement. We think it’s 
just their cattle, it’s a lot more than just their cattle, it’s their labor, their means of transportation. 
It’s also their ability to fight. Who, when they’re going through the Red Sea and they are trying to
chase the Israelites through the Red Sea, what happens? Their wheels come off their chariots. 



You go through the Old Testament over and over again and it’s about the chariots from Egypt, 
the horses from Egypt. They have no defenses anymore because this was what they structured 
their army around. In addition to all their trucks going away, all their cars going away, this is also
all their weapons disappearing too, all their tanks stop. They have no way to defend themselves,
anyone could come into the nation and they can’t get their army there. God has set them up that
a weak nation can come in and destroy them. Their sheep die too. Without sheep, we wear 
cotton, they didn’t, they wore linen or wool. Most of their ability to produce clothes disappears 
when all their sheep die. Again, in addition to all that, remember this is their store of wealth, this 
is what made people rich. Remember Laban saying, ‘Jacob you have been with me for fourteen 
years, I am now rich.’ Rich because of what? The way he kept the cattle for Laban. Egypt went 
from being a rich country to being a poor country. It’s like if all our bank accounts, the computers
all of a sudden disappeared. Or if they printed so much money that it was worthless, which is 
probably closer to happening. So with this act, God is judging their transportation, their clothing, 
their military power, their wealth, their labor, and the plagues are just going to get worse. Never 
think when you rebel against God it’s going to get better for you, God just increases the 
judgement. This “a very severe pestilence.” That word ‘pestilence’ means ‘severe’. I think the 
word used in last week’s passage means ‘heavy’. This is a very heavy destruction, heavier than 
the swarms of mosquitoes, heavier than the frogs. The frogs went away and it stunk for a while, 
but the nation wasn’t destroyed. The swarms, they were eaten up and they had bites, but the 
swarms disappeared and they will recover quickly. That’s not how it works with animals, that’s 
not how it works to re-establish their wealth. This is a long term punishment, this is a very heavy
destruction that’s coming upon Egypt. “And the Lord will make a difference.” God is going to 
make it visible as He already said the swarms would not go down to Goshen which saved them 
from destruction, but now they are saved from even greater destruction, all their cattle. God was
making it known that He was separating the Israelites to Himself. Not just the ones in Goshen 
either because it was the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. There would have been 
some intermingling. There were Egyptians that the Israelites could go next door and get their 
gold and silver. So you would go from house to house, before it was an area of judgement that 
Goshen was spared and the rest of Egypt was judged. Now you see it as a house by house 
judgement. If you were an Isrealite your cattle lived and if you were an Egyptian your cattle died.
This would have been spread out throughout the land even though it was focused obviously that
most of the Israelites were in Goshen. We shouldn’t think that was the only place they were. So 
God separated them and He made it very clear to that Egyptian when their neighbor on the right
had their cattle and their cattle died because they were an Egyptian, but the neighbor on their 
left were all alive. All the Egyptians would have known that God was making a difference 
between Israel and Egypt. Remember this is all a picture, this is a picture that God makes a 
difference between those who are saved, those who are the elect and those who are not. This is
a picture of spiritual Israel and spiritual Egypt. God makes a difference, God makes it known. 
When you see the plagues, when you see the judgements, understand God sends these 
judgements so that people can know the difference between those who are God’s and those 
who are not. So God separated them, spread throughout the land so people would know that 
there was a difference between the Israelites and the Egyptians. Do people know there is a 
difference between you and the pagans around you? Has God given you a difference in your life
that gives you a real testimony to the people around you? That is what we should expect. “So 



nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel.” God promises that every one of the 
Egyptians cattle will die and not a single one of the Israelites. 

Verses 5-7, “Then the Lord appointed a set time, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in
the land.” So the Lord did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of 
the livestock of the children of Israel, not one died. Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even 
one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he 
did not let the people go.” “Then the Lord appointed a set time.” With the frogs Moses gave 
Pharaoh the honor of saying when the frogs should be removed. No longer is God giving 
Pharaoh that honor. By this point God is saying, ‘You have not let them go, I will not show you 
that honor, I will appoint the day.’ “Saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in the land.”” 
God had Moses tell Pharaoh so he would have no doubt that this came from the hand of God. 
He said this would happen tomorrow, it’s not like this plague came from out of nowhere to cause
the cattle to all become sick and die. Pharaoh knew exactly where it came from. “So the Lord 
did this thing on the next day.” The Lord acted as He said He would “and all the livestock of 
Egypt died.” Imagine the widespread destruction, imagine that these wealthy people who 
thought, ‘Look how rich I am’, all of a sudden have land but have no way to do anything with it. 
They may have goods, but they have no way to transport them to sell them. Pharoah might 
have an army, but he has no way to transport it, no way to fight if he got it there. “But of the 
livestock of the children of Israel, not one died.” We should think about this as we hear this 
because later when you get to the tenth plague, when you get the firstborn son dying we hear 
about them going plundering, the Israelites plundered the Egyptians. What is the first thing that 
you think happened? His cattle died, but the Israelites’ cattle didn’t die, you kind of have to pay 
any price you have to pay to get an ox. This is a transfer of wealth from the Egyptians to the 
Israelites. Supply and demand, it worked 1,500 years ago just like it works now. You wipe out all
the supply of the people in Egypt and those people that still need to get places, over the next 
couple of plagues we’re going to see that they have animals again. Where do you think they got 
those animals? This is the beginning of the plundering of the evil by those who are the picture of
the righteous. The evil lay up for the righteous to plunder, that’s what the Bible teaches. So as 
you think about this, oxen, camels, horses, sheep, they all became more valuable and the 
Isrealites had them and the Egyptians did not. Notice it also says, not one died of the Isrealites. 
It’s like now, Italy, when they are reporting how many people die, they actually test corpses to 
find out if they have the coronavirus so when they say 10,000 people died of the coronavirus, no
that’s people died that were exposed to the coronavirus. If you died in a car accident in Italy, if 
they test the corpse and find that it had coronavirus, they count it as a death from coronavirus. 
Because there is a normal set of deaths and they are just trying to put that all in the coronavirus.
God made it here so no one could say, ‘That horse the Israelite had died with the Egyptians’ 
because He stopped all the normal processes. Animals die, you have a farm and animals die, 
but God said not only would He cause all the Egyptian animals to die, He would change it so not
one of the Israelite animals died.Think about what the magicians did, when they come out there 
and Moses causes the water to turn to blood, they can turn water to blood but they can’t turn 
blood back into water. When they do the frogs it’s the same thing, they can make more frogs but
can’t get rid of the frogs. This plague and the previous plague, God is showing that He is the 



One who kills. They have the demonstration that they have the power to destroy, but God says 
He can cause all the mosquitoes in Egypt to disappear and He can do that same thing here. 
When He kills all the animals of the Egyptians, He can keep all the animals of the Israelites 
alive. He is testifying that He is not only the God who kills, but He is the God who makes alive 
too. He’s on a different scale than any of the magicians. Obviously Pharaoh doubted because 
he went to find out for himself so he sends out his servants to verify if it’s really true. Is it really 
true that none of the Israelites’ animals died? We should understand his motive. His motive 
here, we know that God is using this to harden his heart. His motive here is not to say, ‘Is it 
real? Is God real? Is He really judging this way? Is He really making the separation?’ He sends 
those people out to find an excuse. To say, ‘See? It wasn’t just on the Egyptians, that guys 
horse died, it was also on the Israelites.’ He’s not sending his servants out because he wants to 
find the truth, he is sending his servants out because he wants an excuse. The hardening of his 
heart was before he sent his servants. He is trying to find an excuse not to believe, an excuse 
not to obey. Hey, look at what happens in the world, this still happens today. What’s the first 
thing if you talk about how abortion is murder, but what happens if the woman was raped? It’s 
exactly what Pharaoh is doing. I’m trying to come up with an excuse why I can ignore reality. 
Make sure you don’t do the same thing, make sure that you’re not looking for an excuse not to 
obey. That’s what Pharaoh was doing, he wasn’t looking to find out what truth was, make sure 
you look to find out what truth is and not just look for an excuse not to obey. The people who 
say, ‘But what about the case of a woman who was raped or got pregnant through incest? What
about them?’ Their hearts are hard already, they don’t want to consider the fetus to be a baby 
because if it’s murder it doesn’t matter. The mother murdering her child doesn’t help the fact 
that she was raped. The mother murdering her child does nothing for the fact that her father 
raped her. It doesn’t have anything to do with it, but yet people use that because their hearts are
hard. We just need to make sure we don’t do the same thing. “Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, 
not even one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead.” They couldn’t find one. They looked 
and searched, but God made it so not one of them died so they couldn’t find this cow that died 
somewhere to say that God didn’t make a difference. God made the difference very clear. But 
even though he couldn’t find an excuse, the heart of Pharaoh became hard. He was looking for 
an excuse. He didn’t really want to know if God was making a difference, he wanted to have an 
excuse as to why God wasn’t making a difference. When you’re seeking to do the right thing, 
when you’re seeking to obey God you don’t go around trying to find an exceptional case that 
you can then apply to everything and say, ‘Since 2,000 women get raped and become pregnant 
every year in the US, because of the rape of these women we need to accept the murder of 
millions of babies in America.’ That’s not how you think. What you think is, what has God said 
and then for exceptions you say, ‘What should we do in this case?’ That’s how we are supposed
to think about it. Make sure when you think about a commandment you’re not looking for the 
exception, but you are looking for the rule. We should all start by looking for the rule and then 
seeing the exception. “But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go.”

He knew God made a separation but knowledge was not enough, he didn’t let the people go.

Verses 8-12, “So the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take for yourselves handfuls of ashes 
from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. And it will 



become fine dust in all the land of Egypt, and it will cause boils that break out in sores on man 
and beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood 
before Pharaoh, and Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they caused boils that broke 
out in sores on man and beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the
boils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. But the Lord hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses.” “So the 
Lord said to Moses and Aaron.” We don’t know how long it was between this plague and the 
previous plague but we can expect it took some time because they did have to go and 
investigate all the Isrealites to see if their animals died, so it probably wasn’t the next day, but I 
would expect it’s on the order of days, not the order of weeks. Certainly based on the length of 
time Moses was there before he delivered the people, a year definitely didn’t pass, not even 
close. We know it couldn’t have been months, but I suspect it was just days. After he does this, 
after he verifies that there was not one of the Israelites cattle that died, God speaks to Moses 
again and He tells Moses and Aaron to go and do the next plague. “Take for yourselves 
handfuls of ashes from a furnace.” It’s really important for us to get this picture. That word 
‘furnace’ is only used in four places in the Scriptures and the word for ‘furnace’ is a smelting 
furnace meaning it is used to melt metal and to separate dross from metal. The first time that it’s
used was after God rains brimstone and fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah and Abraham is 
looking out and he sees the smoke rise up and he goes, ‘That looks like smoke from a furnace.’ 
That’s the first time that it’s used, that’s that same word for furnace. Remember in Daniel where 
we talked about that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into the oven, that oven 
was to cure lime and to cure lime you have to raise the temperature to 900 degrees and it has to
be in a narrow band or it won’t work like mortar and you can’t make concrete mortar out of it. To 
melt iron you have to heat it to 2,800 degrees fahrenheit. Just understand the proportion here, it 
has to be three times hotter to be a smelting furnace than it was to be the furnace in Daniel. 
Now, when they threw them in they heated it ten times the normal temperature so they would 
have heated it to 9,000 degrees or something like that. When there’s this picture, you can 
imagine how much fire you had to get and how hot it had to be and how much smoke would be 
rising up to get it to the point where you can melt rocks so you can separate the iron out of the 
rock because that happens at 2,800 degrees. That picture of Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
smoke coming up is the picture of judgement, it’s the picture of a purifying flame coming, a 
purifying fire coming upon Sodom and Gomorrah. The fourth time, the other two times are in this
passage, and the fourth time that this word is used is also in Exodus, it’s when they are standing
before Mt. Sinai and God with lightning and fire, is coming and it’s up at the top of the mountain 
and from the top of the mountain there is smoke ascending as of a furnace. It’s the same picture
as this purifying fire that is God and that’s what Moses walks up into when he goes into the 
presence of God. That’s the picture so as we think of this, we should think of this as a picture of 
not just a normal furnace, not one for heating or cooking food. Not even one as hot as you 
would get to transform limestone into lime, this is a fire that’s hot enough that stones melt so 
that you get metal out of them. Understand when he picks this up and he throws this up in the 
air, this is a picture of hell, this is a picture of the refining fire, this is a picture of the judgement 
of hell that God is kind and gracious to give to Egypt. When Moses takes these handfuls and 
walks in and he and Aaron throw them up in the air, he throws them up in the air, this is the 
picture of going through all of spiritual Egypt, all the judgement, all those that will be burned in 



the fire of hell. That’s the picture, that’s where they are supposed to get the ashes so there is 
this picture of this refining fire. What does a refining fire do? It separates the metal from the 
dross and what he’s doing as he throws this up in the air, he is separating physical Egypt from 
physical Israel as a picture of the separation of spiritual Egypt and spiritual Israel. “And let 
Moses scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh.” All the other plagues before this, it
was Aaron doing it, Aaron stretched out his arm with the rod, he touched the water and caused 
the frogs to come up, but this time it is pretty clear it’s Moses. When we think of the ministry of 
death that Moses has, this is his purpose, this is what he does. He causes the understanding of 
judgement to go through the whole land, this is the purpose of the law of Moses. Moses is to 
cast this ash out and it fills the whole land. That’s what his law does, what the Ten 
Commandments are supposed to do, so everyone knows that there is judgement to come. He is
to do it in the sight of Pharaoh so Pharaoh would understand where the judgement was coming.
“And it will become fine dust in all the land of Egypt.” With Aaron, when he touched the water it 
all changed at the same time, it’s not where he touched turned and it trickled to the rest, that’s 
not how it worked. That’s not how it worked with the frogs or the swarms, that’s not how it 
worked with the lice, they all appeared at once all over the place, but with Moses it comes from 
Moses. He throws these ashes up and the ashes spread through the whole land. That’s what 
our duty is, you understand that right? Not just so we have the ministry of death, but we are 
supposed to declare people are dying in their sins and trespasses so they recognize they need 
a Savior. Even as Moses separated them, he also was the sign of judgement to the Egyptians. 
We know that Paul was the same way, he was the scent of death to those who were dying. This
is the picture and it comes from Moses, it comes from the law because Moses is picturing the 
law. Then it becomes fine dust “and it will cause boils.” When I think of the word boil, and you 
may know more than I do and not think of it the same way I think of it, but I think of it as this spot
on your skin that it’s usually because of a parasite or something. The word actually comes from 
‘boiling’, it literally means that it bubbles up. A blister is a lot more what it’s a picture of than it is 
like a worm inside your skin that causes a bump there. This is the picture that he takes this ash 
from the furnace, he throws it up in the air, it fills the whole nation of Egypt and wherever it hits it
burns, it blisters. All your skin, everywhere blisters. That’s what happens, that’s why I said this is
the picture of hell when this dust comes and it burns everybody but they aren’t consumed. 
These are second degree burns throughout the whole nation of Egypt. Then what happens 
when you get a second degree burn? It gets infected and that’s what happened here. It causes 
boils and this blistering, but then all those blisters “break out in sores.” They get infected. This is
the judgement. Understand the level of judgement, understand how horrible this would be, your 
whole skin, every spot of skin on your body getting second degree burns and then getting 
infected. Burns hurt, even when it touches the skin and gets red. They hurt a lot more if you 
touch it and your skin immediately bubbles up. That’s what happens when this fine dust fills 
Egypt. This is an earthly picture of hell, it’s not even hot, but when this dust goes through that 
symbolizes the refining fire, those that it lands on that aren’t purified by it, their skin bubbles up 
and they get sick. This is the picture of where the worm does not die and the fire is not 
quenched. These judgements are really horrible. We need to understand how zealous God is 
for His law, how zealous God is for His truth that He gives us these pictures because as we live 
in a nation that rejects God’s commandments, we should understand we deserve these same 
judgements and if the righteous are not walking in righteousness we should expect it. That’s 



what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah. It’s “on man and beast throughout all the land of 
Egypt.” The burning was on every man and every beast. The word ‘beast’ is different than 
before. Before it had more to do with acquisition, this word means the dumb things, the things 
that can’t speak words. It’s a much broader category. Dogs and cats wouldn’t have been 
touched by the previous plague, dogs and cats now have burns all over their bodies in this 
plague. We should recognize this is how sin works. It doesn’t just affect us, it affects everything 
around us, it affects all living creatures. Our sin burns the people around us, it burns when we 
fail to do what we should do. The wicked are cruel to their beasts, that’s what the Bible teaches, 
sin affects everything and that’s the picture here. It’s not just them that are burned, it’s also their 
animals. “Then they took ashes from the furnace.” They did just what God commanded. They 
got the dust and it didn’t burn them. “And Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they 
caused boils that break out in sores on man and beast.” It’s not explicit in the text, but since God
is making a difference between the Israelites and Egyptians, I don’t think this went on the 
Israelites. It’s the picture of hellfire, it’s the picture of judgement and He had made a difference 
between Israel and Egypt. A difference is made before the judgement day. “And the magicians 
could not stand before Moses” I think it’s important to note that professing Christians in the 
church try to argue the wise in the world will be saved by their wisdom. Dante, who was a 
Roman Catholic, didn’t understand the true gospel, but Dante’s Inferno, the people who were 
punished the least were people like Aristotle. They didn’t really receive punishment because 
they were so brilliant. Plato and Aristotle helped the world so much that they wouldn’t receive 
judgement. That’s not the picture God gives. These wise men, those that led, their judgement 
was as severe as anybody else’s. They could not stand before Moses because they had these 
blisters all over. Those who are leaders do not get to disobey God, they receive the same 
judgement. “For the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians.” All those who were 
not Israelites had the boils all over them without exception. Here you have the picture of hell, 
you have the picture that if you are Pharaoh you have all your people burned, but God is 
walking Pharoah forward. God is hardening his heart and taking him so every new disaster that 
comes upon them, if all the people in Egypt had been burned at the first Pharaoh would have 
probably repented, but God had chosen, He had decreed that Pharaoh’s heart would be 
hardened. “But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh.” Instead of repenting, Pharaoh’s heart 
gets to be harder “and he did not heed them, just as the Lord had spoken to Moses.” He will not 
heed Moses and Aaron even as his skin is blistering and getting infected. 

Applications:

1. Remember that God can shut down our economy all at once and very rapidly. He’s 
doing it now, but He can also do it more rapidly and severely. If you pray, and I think 
everyone here asks the blessing before they eat, but as they pray, remember that God 
can destroy everything you have in a moment. Make it more real, ‘Give us this day my 
daily bread’, because we can just think the world keeps rotating on and so this isn’t that 
God chose to give us our food, God chose us to give us our food day by day. He can 
destroy it all and take it away. He is currently taking it away by shutting down these 
nations that can barely feed themselves. He’s causing widespread starvation. That’s 
what we should expect to happen and we shouldn’t think that just happens there, instead



we should be very grateful for every bite of food He gives us because we know our 
nation deserves the judgement. 

2. Remember that God judges by destroying wealth. The first application, He destroys their
wealth and if you look through the history of Egypt, over and over again they plunder the 
temple. He takes the center of their wealth away from them and after Solomon you just 
keep seeing it go down and down and each one of those was a judgement on Israel. 
Wealth is not a sign of righteousness, but if you walk in righteousness God does order 
the world that there are real physical blessings in it. He judges by taking away. In 
Deuteronomy 32, let’s make sure we don’t do this. Starting in verse 13, “He made him 
ride in the heights of the earth, That he might eat the produce of the fields; He made him
draw honey from the rock, And oil from the flinty rock; Curds from the cattle, and milk of 
the flock, With fat of lambs; And rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, With the 
choicest wheat; And you drank wine, the blood of the grapes. “But Jeshurun grew fat 
and kicked; You grew fat, you grew thick, You are obese! Then he forsook God who 
made him, And scornfully esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” Let’s make sure we’re 
not going, ‘You have made us rich, You have made us to always have plenty.’ The 
normal response to that is to forget God so when you ask that blessing, make sure you 
don’t forget God and that it’s just by rote, but that you remember God takes and He 
gives and He can do whatever He wants.

3. Are we blind to what God is doing? Our society has many interpretations for events. 
When the coronavirus doesn’t kill as many people as they say it will, they will say how 
successful we were, everything we did was perfect, that’s why so few people died. Let’s 
make sure we are looking at it from God’s perspective and not the world's perspective 
because the world thinks it’s sovereign above God so it’s always going to declare it’s 
own victory. Let’s make sure we are looking at things from God’s perspective and not the
world’s perspective. When God truly judges and let’s His wrath break forth, it is so 
people fear Him, not so they fear a virus, but so they fear God. Isaiah 26:8-10, “Yes, in 
the way of Your judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You; The desire of our soul is for
Your name And for the remembrance of You. With my soul I have desired You in the 
night, Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early; For when Your judgments are in 
the earth, The inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. Let grace be shown to 
the wicked, Yet he will not learn righteousness; In the land of uprightness he will deal 
unjustly, And will not behold the majesty of the Lord.” When God truly comes in 
judgement, the world learns righteousness. It doesn’t mean they are saved, it means 
their sin is constrained. When you see an event like this where fear of God is being 
turned from rather than being turned towards, this isn’t God pouring forth His wrath. You 
can bet in Egypt when everybody was covered with second degree burns on their body 
they feared God. That’s what God’s wrath looks like. Let’s make sure as we see the 
things happening around us and as confusion escalates that we understand this is about
the hardening of hearts unless we truly see people turning to God, this is about their 
hearts being hardened and how hard their hearts are, not the judgement of God that 
produces fear and constraints of evil. But also we should take it as a warning, God can 
judge, God does judge. 



4. Recognize that one sign of the hardening of your hearts is that you look for an exception.
I use the example of abortion, but we also need to recognize Christians can do this, they
can look at their Bible and try to come up with an exception. This is how almost every 
conversation I have had with people where they reject keeping the Sabbath, they always
do what Pharaoh did, they’re looking for one exception, one reason why they have to 
reject all the principles that God taught. I can’t think of a single conversation about the 
Sabbath that didn’t end up there if the people were rejecting the Sabbath. What happens
if this happens or this happens instead of saying, ‘God has spoken, let’s obey God and 
then figure out you do if you’re sheep or your cattle is in a ditch.’ You don’t look for the 
exceptions. People who look for the expectations are starting out with a hardened heart. 
Let’s make sure we are not treating God’s word that way. 

5. Do you see the judgement in the law of God? The law of Moses condemns us all, we all 
deserve to get burned with hellfire, we all deserve not just to get blisters, but to get 
completely charred for eternity. God sends forth His law to condemn those who don’t 
repent and to refine those who do. The law is a refining fire, this is what Moses does and
this is what his law does. That’s what 2 Corinthians 3 says, it’s to cleanse us from our 
sins, but for those who are judged it burns. We should expect to be the scent of death to 
those who are dying, that’s what the law is. If we ignore the judgement of God, the burn 
also causes people to move. The law is supposed to burn. We need to be willing to use 
the law of God. 

6. Remember the picture of the ash, remember how devastating it would be to be covered 
with blisters like you were burned all over, the extreme pain, the difficulty for the society 
to continue at all. Understand that’s just a foretaste. When you hear the commandments 
of God, are you of spiritual Egypt or are you of spiritual Israel? Is it a refining fire or is it 
judgement? This is true for every child here too. This isn’t just for the professed believer,
this is truth. God’s law was sent to burn. When you are here on Sunday morning and you
hear about these plagues, don’t just sit there and think this is for your parents, sit there 
and realize this is a warning to you. There is judgement to come, God put it in the world 
so you can see it, God put it in His word so we could hear it. Don’t ignore it. His word is 
either going to be a refining fire or it’s going to burn and it’s a testimony that you will burn
eternally unless you are covered by the blood of Jesus Christ. As you hear this and 
these horrific judgements, make sure you recognize the only way to escape is to have 
your sins forgiven by the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

7. As we see the plague going on around us, as we see this sickness, we should 
remember why God sends plagues. Deuteronomy 28:20-21, “The Lord will send on you 
cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you are 
destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings in 
which you have forsaken Me. The Lord will make the plague cling to you until He has 
consumed you from the land which you are going to possess.” This is what God does. If 
you look at the statistics for the coronavirus, the numbers aren’t that severe, but if you 
look at the statistics for the flu season, the plague clings to us and it’s not the 
coronavirus, it’s influenza which are all derived from the Spanish flu from 1918, almost 
all are mutations from there or changes from there. Even with that said, even when we 



looked at the plagues that are here now, let's remember that He does that to consume 
us off the land because of our wickedness. We’re told why God sends plagues and when
we look at our country, it should cause us to have a fearful expectation of judgement. 
Our country is currently filled with these ideas that we are going to have 1.7 million dead.
Of course the guy who made that prediction took the UK from 500,000 to 5,700 that will 
die there so he has changed his number a little bit. All these people believe there’s going
to be these huge numbers dead, but God will cause that unless we repent. Remember 
why the Canaanites were consumed off the land. After talking about their sexual sins, 
Moses says in Leviticus 18:19-25, “Also you shall not approach a woman to uncover her 
nakedness as long as she is in her customary impurity. Moreover you shall not lie 
carnally with your neighbor’s wife, to defile yourself with her. And you shall not let any of 
your descendants pass through the fire to Molech, nor shall you profane the name of 
your God: I am the Lord. You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an 
abomination. Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any 
woman stand before an animal to mate with it. It is perversion. ‘Do not defile yourselves 
with any of these things; for by all these the nations are defiled, which I am casting out 
before you. For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, 
and the land vomits out its inhabitants.” This isn’t a judgement that says if you’re Israel 
this happens to you. When you accept sodomy, when you accept adultery, when you 
accept all these things that are widely accepted in our country, the expectation should be
that the plagues that will cling to you until you are consumed off the land or that the land 
will vomit you out. That is how God ordered the world and as we see these things 
happening, let’s not just say God won’t do it now. God says He will do it, God says the 
land will vomit you out if you accept these perversions. God warned the Israelites if they 
continue in the same path, the land would vomit them out just like it vomited out the 
Canaanites and we should think the land will vomit us out just like it did the Israelites and
Canaanites. When you see that list of sins, when you go there and read Leviticus 18 and
you see the list of sins there, understand that is the list of sins that are widely embraced 
in our nation so we should expect not a coronavirus type plague, we should expect a 
plague that will cling to us and vomit us out of the land. This needs to be a warning to us 
because who has been given the light and responsibility to shine forth so the darkness 
flees? Who has the responsibility to declare the judgements of God so that the wicked 
constrain their evil? It is the church, it is our responsibility. When all this confusion is 
running around us in our society, understand the people of God have a duty to speak 
and we need to figure out how we need to be doing that. It does start with just the 
normal conversations we have to say, ‘Don’t fear the coronavirus, fear God.’ This is what
judgement looks like, judgement looks like 85% of a nation, the population in 100 years, 
dropping by 85%. That’s what the wrath of God looks like, not the 10,000 people dying in
Italy, when on a normal day 10,000 or more people die in Italy. Let’s make sure that we 
recognize our duty as a watchman to be speaking truth so out of what’s happening in our
society we don’t have greater fear of the government, we don’t have greater fear of the 
coronavirus, but instead we have a greater fear of God. 

Let’s pray. Oh Lord God, we do thank You for this time. We thank You for the word, we thank 
You for where You have us in juxtaposition to the things going on around us, even as we look at



the wealth of the world being taken away we’re in a passage where You took away the wealth of
Egypt. Lord, let us hear Your warnings, let us hear Your truths that You are declaring in Your 
word. Let us not be blind to them, let us not be dumb to them like the animals that receive the 
burns that cannot speak. You have given us words, You have given us mouths to speak. Lord, 
let us not be like the dumb animals, instead let us speak to those around us so they see Your 
judgement and they repent and fear You. We ask this in Your Son’s name, amen. 


