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KJV – I Corinthians 3:9-17 

“The Foundation” 

     Our text tonight is the Apostle Paul’s writing of First Corinthians chapter three, we are going to 
title this “The Foundation.” What we will do this evening is read our text in its entirety and then we 
will go back throughout this to read portions of the text again to explain and expound of this 
passage from the Word of God. First Corinthians chapter three starting in verse nine and we will be 
reading through verse seventeen.  
 
And the Apostle Paul writes: 

I Corinthians 3:9-17 

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are. 

     Paul is talking here in this text and he is talking about the foundation, the foundation being laid 
and then the works being placed upon this foundation. Or we could say the building blocks of our 
Christian life.  

     Getting into this text I got to thinking about some things, we all have a place of dwelling. Either a 
house, an apartment, something with walls and a roof to keep out those harsh elements such as the 
cold, heat, rain, snow, sleet and the hail. Our dwellings are made homes by the love, compassion, 
tenderness and God’s good will in them.  
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     Some of you may have houses or dwellings no doubt that cost many thousands of dollars. Most of 
us do not yet even own ours because they are still being rented or mortgaged. They still belong to 
the bank. Just as the LORD God owns our bodies that is if you belong to Christ, once you have 
accepted the LORD as your personnel Saviour. Jesus Christ takes complete ownership and your 
body then becomes a temple of God; a dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. 

     We must realize and understand that the most important part of a house, an apartment or any 
type of dwelling is the foundation. This foundation must be level, solid, study and steadfast. For the 
born again believer Jesus Christ is that foundation. Jesus Christ is the Rock, He is the fortress; yes 
friends Jesus is that foundation and none other. 

II Samuel 22:2-3 

2 And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; 

3 The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, 
and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence. 

Psalm 18:2 

2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my 
buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 

Psalm 91:2 

2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 

Psalm 144:2 

2 My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; 
who subdueth my people under me. 

Jeremiah 16:19 

19 O LORD, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and 
things wherein there is no profit. 

Deuteronomy 32:4 

4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and right is he. 

Psalm 89:26 

26 He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation. 
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     I think there is enough right there to convince even a blind man that Jesus Christ is the Rock, the 
foundation, the fortress. Jesus and only Jesus! Christ Jesus is solid, unshakable, steadfast and 
unmovable. Just like when you go to build a house a building or anything which that you want to 
stand; you must first have a level, solid and steadfast foundation. 

     As in the Bible with the wise and the foolish builders; the one who heard the Word of God and 
did it was liken to a wise man that built his house upon the rock. The Bible says that the rain 
descended and the floods came and the winds blew and beat upon the house. But it stood, and did 
not fall because it was founded upon a rock. The Rock, Christ Jesus He is the only true foundation. 

     Then there are those without Christ, they hear the Word of God and do it not. The Bible states 
that they are likened unto a foolish man that builds his house upon the sand. Then came the rain, 
the floods came; and the winds blew all the storms of life beat upon the house and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it. 

     Friends Jesus Christ is the Rock, the LORD Jesus is the only true foundation and if you are saved 
by the amazing grace of God, a child of God then you are established on the Rock, the foundation is 
laid. You are saved, sealed and secure by the grace of God that price that was paid on Calvary, the 
finished work of the LORD Jesus Christ. You will stand until the last hour. You will not fail, but just 
like in building a house that foundation is the most important part.  

     Once the foundation is laid, it’s level, solid, steadfast and unmovable. You then start to lay the 
bricks or the materials to complete the building to build upon the foundation. The materials that 
you use are very important in the completion of your house. Just like the foundation of Christ, the 
materials that you use to build up the temple of God are even more important. This is your Christian 
service and your works. Now one must understand this one fact thought, you are not saved because 
of your food works, but you are saved by Grace. However once you are saved you are His 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works. 

I Corinthians 3:9 

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 

     This is the Apostle Paul preaching to the Church at Corinth. Saved Saints, telling them that we are 
labourers together, that is if you are a child of God. If you are then you are a God’s building a temple 
of the Holy Spirit. Paul goes on to say: 

I Corinthians 3:10 

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

     Paul preached the gospel unto them, they had accepted therefore the foundation had been laid, 
but he goes on to tell them to be careful what they build with.  

I Corinthians 3:11 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
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     Paul told the Corinthians that Jesus Christ is the only foundation; He is the Rock, the fortress, the 
living stone. He said that once that foundation is laid you had better take heed, be very, very careful 
what you use to build up the temple of God. Friends there are two types of materials that can be 
used in the building of an earthly dwelling; it’s simple, good and bad. Just like in your Spiritual 
temple of God you have good works and you have bad works. Paul said let everyman take heed how 
he buildeth thereupon. 

I Corinthians 3:12-16 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

     It was here that the Apostle Paul asked the question, while at the same time reaffirming what he 
said in verse nine; that ye are God’s building. If you are saved, then you are God’s building. The 
foundation is laid and your body is a temple of God and the Holy Spirit dwells in you. 

I Corinthians 3:17 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are. 

     Now there is something you need to know. If you are saved, the foundation is laid. You’re a born 
again believer in Christ Jesus, you are not your own; for you are bought with a price. 

     Kept by the power of God, Sealed unto the day of redemption.  

     The LORD Jesus Christ, Himself said these words: 

John 5:24 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

     Once you believe on the LORD Jesus Christ as your Saviour. The foundation is laid, as a result of 
your faith and God’s Grace, he gives you everlasting life. As a result of the faith in the LORD Jesus 
Christ, the foundation, the LORD said that you shall not come into condemnation. As a result of the 
faith in the LORD Jesus Christ, the foundation; you are passed from death unto life.  

     Passed from the penalty of sin, the second death, passed from death unto life. The Bible plainly 
states that the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our LORD.  
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     Christ paid the wages of sin on the cross. All one has to do is have the faith to believe in Him and 
He will give unto them everlasting life, and they shall not come into condemnation; because they 
are passed from death unto life. That death He spoke of is not the natural death; but the second 
death; the Lake of Fire. The Bible says that’s death and hell will be cast into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death. Where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth; where the fire is not 
quenched and the worm dieth not.  

     As the foundation of your house is the most essential element of your home without it that house 
will not stand. Likewise, without Christ you will experience the second death that eternal lake of 
fire. But those of you with Christ and in Christ, those who have been passed from death unto life; 
what are you building with? What are you using to put on the foundation? What type of material is 
being used to build up the temple of God? Child of God, what are you building with? What are you 
putting on His foundation because He is that Rock? He even said, “Thou art Peter and upon this rock 
I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Because He is the Rock, the 
LORD Jesus and He is the foundation. 

     As we read this passage we see all sorts of works being used. Some of them will stand; others will 
be consumed by the fire of judgment. But that foundation if laid in Christ will stand until the end of 
the world. Jesus said, I’ll never leave you, nor forsake you, but I’ll go with you always even unto the 
end of the world. 

     Man’s works, the building material used on the temple of God are listed in this passage as six 
different items, but yet only two types. I would like to go over each one of these items and have you 
ask yourselves which ones are you using on the foundation? But first ask yourself this; is my 
foundation laid in Christ Jesus? Because if it is not then you are wasting your time because the first 
thing that you must do is pray that sinner prayer of repentance and faith.  

I Corinthians 3:11-12 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

     The Apostle Paul listed six types of works and I want to ask you what are you building with? We 
all very well know that gold is a very precious metal. Very costly yet there are things in this life far 
more precious than that of gold. Before I go on let me ask you this; how do we get wisdom? 

     This is what the Apostle James said about it. 

James 1:5-6 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. 
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     Real wisdom only comes from God, and we get it by asking in faithful prayer. The product of 
Godly wisdom is worth more than fine gold. 

Proverbs 3:13-14 

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold. 

     The product of Godly wisdom through faithful prayer is like to that of fine gold. The decisions you 
make once founded on the Rock established upon the foundation through Godly wisdom will 
determine this work. When the storms of life arise, the rains fall the floods come the winds blow 
and beat up against the house. The fires of trial will surround you. Know this: 

I Peter 1:7 

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

     That is speaking of suffering, suffering here on earth once established on the foundation but 
friends know this that when you are taken home to Glory there will be no more suffering. The 
wisdom you get from God through prayer will help you get through the trials of this life. The 
sufferings of all of these trials that’s a purifying effect of that trail which is Godly wisdom. When 
gold is put to the fire, it gets hot and melts. The gold is your Christian service, your works the fire is 
the trails and sufferings. Once that gold cools that goldsmith shaves off the dross. Because during 
the melting and purifying process all of the bad elements of the gold move to the surface. Once that 
dross is shaved the master will then begin to polish the gold until He can see His reflection. So that 
gold in the Christian’s life is likening unto prayer, wisdom and the trials, but what about the silver? 

Psalm 12:6 

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

     The Words of the LORD, The Word of God is pure as the silver tried in a furnace purified seven 
times. Seven times because that is the number of completion. The Book and the Words therein are 
the Written Word of God. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction and for instruction in righteousness. 

     This Word, this Scripture, this prophecy is pure, it is Holy and it’s infallible. It came not in old 
time by the will of man, but Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. The 
silver my friends are your works that result from you hearing the Word of God. Be ye not only 
hearers of the Word but be ye also doers. 

     God said in the book of Isaiah. That His Word shall return unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. Are you allowing God’s will to 
be done in your life? Are you living it, loving it, reading it, studying it and transforming to it?  
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     If you are than the product of God’s Word upon your foundation shall be silver true and pure, 
tried in the furnace of the earth, purified seven times. 

     Now we move on to another good work, the precious stones.  

     Before I tell you what these are, ask yourselves this. Do I have any precious stones in my crown? 
Do I have any pearls for Christ that I’ve won over to the LORD Christ Jesus? No friends you cannot 
save anyone but Jesus can. He and He alone; but you can lead someone to Christ. 

Matthew 13:45-46 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

     Those precious stones of pearls are born again believers; and the many together make the one. 
Paul even said it in our text I read; for we are labourers together. Together meaning all as one; a 
pearl is one yet it is a perfect symbol of unity. One true Church, “one body,” formed in unity by the 
Holy Spirit. All of those smaller little goodly pearls labor together in unity to make up that one pearl 
of great cost; The Church of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

     What was the cost you ask? Just listen to this final total: In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God and the Word was God. This same was in the beginning with God. And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth. Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world. Then saith he unto them, my soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here 
and watch with me. 

     Then Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying; Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?  

     That is to say; My God, My God why hast thou forsaken me? Truly this was the Son of God. That 
was the total. 

     The cost, it cost the crucifixion, it cost Calvary, it cost the cross and it cost Jesus Christ. The 
precious blood of the Lamb. The only begotten of God the Father; full of grace and truth. That’s why 
you are not your own, for you are bought with a price. I thank God that I’m a part of the blood 
bought Church of Christ. 

     Just a small pearl within that pearl of great price. Every soul you witness to; every soul you 
proclaim the gospel to; every soul you give a Bible tract to; every soul you invite to Church; every 
soul that you lead to the LORD is a small pearl, which makes up that one pearl of great price. 

     Friends your foundation which you build upon; this decision that you make to accept and follow 
Jesus Christ is the greatest one you’ll ever make. Your gold, silver and precious stones or should I 
your prayer, wisdom, trials the Word of God and the souls you win for Christ are all good works 
you’ve used to build on the foundation of the temple of God. All of these things give God glory and 
honour. 



8 
 

The Foundation       Rye Patch Baptist Church 

Revelation 4:11 

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

     Now briefly I need to cover those other works. Those works of wood, hay and stubble. Like all 
earthly things in life, good and bad; right and wrong; ups and downs there is a down side to this. 
However by putting all of your faith and trust in the LORD Jesus and doing God’s will you can 
overcome them. The fourth work mentioned in our text in Corinthians is wood. 

II Timothy 2:19-21 

19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 
his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 

20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; 
and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 

21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet 
for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

     In this passage Paul told young Timothy that the foundation of God standeth sure. Paul said for 
everyone that names the name of Christ depart from iniquity. Those vessels of gold and silver bring 
honor. While those of wood and earth the iniquity and sin bring about dishonor. Paul said to purge 
yourself from these, separate yourself to be a vessel unto honour. Absolutely no wood whatsoever 
will stand on the foundation of Christ. It will all be consumed by the fire. Nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure. The next work or material spoken of is hay or the grass. 

I Peter 1:24 

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away: 

James 1:10 

10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 

     The hay or the grass is flesh and the fulfilling of the lust of the flesh can cause a lot of pain and 
heartache for the Christian. When one loves the flesh they love the world. The Bible says to love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the world the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life is not of the Father. But is of the world and the world passeth away and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth forever.  

     The hay or the grass in the book of James refers to the rich. Now there is nothing wrong with 
being rich, or even having money for that matter. But when you put all that before God, then there’s 
a problem a big problem. 
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I Timothy 6:10 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

     Remember this, all the money you have is not yours it all belongs to God anyway. He has placed 
you in stewardship over it. What you do with it will determine the outcome of your just rewards. 
Now the last and the final work I want to talk about is stubble. 

Malachi 4:1 

1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch. 

     Malachi here referred to the proud and the wicked as mere stubble, all of which will be 
consumed by the fore. Just as the works of wood, hay and stubble on the day of the LORD. We also 
see that stubble is false counsel or ungodly wisdom as the Prophet Isaiah tells us. 

Isaiah 47:13-14 

13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the 
monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee. 

14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the 
power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 

     The Prophet Nahum also told us of stubble. 

Nahum 1:10 

10 For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry. 

     We see now that stubble all of it shall be devoured and consumed by the fire. Friends you were 
not saved because of good works nor will you stay and more saved because of those works. You are 
justified by faith, without deeds of the law. However once you are saved you are created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. All of those works that you use to build upon the foundation of the temple of 
God will one day be judged! 

I Corinthians 3:13-15 

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 
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     The divine pecking order in God’s plan is Salvation first then good works. Or in a sense the 
foundation laid first then the building. All that you use to build with will be tried by the fire. Jesus 
Christ will judge everyone. The Bible plainly states that it is once appointed unto man to die and 
after this the judgment. It also says that all shall stand before the Judgment seat of Christ. Take all 
your works, those of gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay and stubble and they shall all be tried 
by the fire. Now let me ask you this: What happens to gold and silver when out to the fire? The gold 
is made purer and that silver is made finer. What happens to precious stones when put to the fire 
and the pressure? Those precious stones are made harder, all of these good works will be tried by 
the fire of the Judgment of Christ and they will abide. However those good works won’t save you, 
being anchored in the Rock, being established on the foundation is what saves you.  

     Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, the gold won’t save you, the silver won’t save 
you and the precious stones can’t even save you. Isaiah said, “but we are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteousness are as filthy rags.” Christ is the only Way to this sure foundation. Jesus said, “I 
am the way the truth and the life.” Friends you better be anchored on the Rock of Salvation, if you’re 
not then when death comes calling or the Day of The LORD. Which ever happens first, without an 
established foundation in Jesus Christ you can have all the gold, silver and precious stones in the 
world because without Jesus you will bust hell wide open. 

     You see as I have read in my text about the wood, hay and the stubble. What happens to these 
elements when put to the fire? They are consumed, burnt up. The Bible says he shall suffer loss: but 
he himself shall be saved; why would God Almighty save a person like that at the end? Because He 
didn’t just save them at the end He saved them and justified them by His grace through faith the 
moment that they first believed. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life. Jesus said: I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. So if you are anchored on the Rock. The foundation in 
Jesus Christ is laid; you’re safe, secure, sealed unto the day of redemption on your way to heaven, no 
matter what.  

     This is not a license to sin but it is the Almighty Grace of God. Can you live like the devil and get 
away with it? Try it and I promise you this on the authority of God’s Word.  

I Corinthians 3:16-17 

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are. 


