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1Pe 5:1  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder,
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed: 

1Pe 5:2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not  by  constraint,  but  willingly;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a
ready mind; 

1Pe 5:3  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to
the flock. 

1Pe 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away. 

 

1Pe 5:1  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and
a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed:

A. The elders (Gk-presbuteros) which are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder



Act  14:23  And  when  they  had  ordained  them  elders  (presbuteros) in  every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on
whom they believed.

Act 20:17  ...he sent to Ephesus, and called the  elders (presbuteros) of the church.

Act 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers (Gk-episkopos)...

Tit 1:5  For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the
things that are wanting, and ordain elders (presbuteros) in every city, as I had
appointed thee:

Tit 1:6  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not 
accused of riot or unruly. 

Tit 1:7  For a bishop (episkopos) must be blameless, as the steward of God; not 
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy 
lucre; 

1Ti 3:1  ...If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.
1Ti 3:2  A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, 

sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 
1Ti 3:3  Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a 

brawler, not covetous; 
1Ti 3:4  One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with

all gravity;
1Ti 3:5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care 

of the church of God?) 
1Ti 3:6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation 

of the devil. 
1Ti 3:7  Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he 

fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

B. And a witnesses of the sufferings...And a partaker of the glory that shall be
revealed
Luk 24:48  And ye are witnesses of these things. 

1Pe 1:6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations: 

1Pe 1:8  ...yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 



1Pe 5:2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; 

A. Feed the flock of God which is among you
Joh 21:15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 

Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 

Joh 21:16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep. 

Joh 21:17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? 
And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

Act 20:27  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 
Act 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God...

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word...

1Pe 4:11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God...

Eze 34:2  ...Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not 
the shepherds feed the flocks? 

B. Taking the oversight thereof
Act 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers...
Act 20:29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 

among you, not sparing the flock. 
Act 20:30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 

draw away disciples after them. 
Act 20:31  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I 

ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 

Heb 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they
watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with 
joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 



2Ti 4:5  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

Mar 13:34  For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his 
house, and gave authority to his servants..and commanded the porter to watch. 

Eze 3:1  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, 
and go speak unto the house of Israel. 

Eze 3:2  So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 
Eze 3:3  And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy 

bowels with this roll...Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for 
sweetness. 

Eze 3:4  And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, 
and speak with my words unto them. 

Eze 3:11  ...speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear. 

Eze 3:17  Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 

Eze 3:18  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him 
not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his 
life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require 
at thine hand. 

Eze 3:19  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul. 

Eze 3:20  Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and 
commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because 
thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness 
which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at 
thine hand. 

Eze 3:21  Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, 
and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast 
delivered thy soul. 

B. Not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind

1. Paul’s example of the preacher’s attitude toward money



Act 20:33  I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 
Act 20:34  Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my 

necessities, and to them that were with me. 
Act 20:35  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to 

support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive.

1Co 9:14  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel. 

1Co 9:15  But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these 
things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than 
that any man should make my glorying void. 

1Co 9:16  For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity
is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! 

1Co 9:17  For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, 
a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 

1Co 9:18  What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may 
make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the 
gospel. 

1Co 9:19  For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto 
all, that I might gain the more. 

Act 18:1  After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; 
Act 18:2  And found a certain Jew named Aquila...with his wife Priscilla...
Act 18:3  And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and 

wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers. 
Act 18:4  And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath...

1Co 4:11  Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; 

1Co 4:12  And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; 
being persecuted, we suffer it: 

2Th 3:8  Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour 
and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: 

2Th 3:9  Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample 
unto you to follow us. 

2Co 11:7  Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be 
exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? 



2Co 11:8  I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. 
2Co 11:9  And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no 

man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from 
Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being 
burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 

2Co 12:13  For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be 
that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong. 

2Co 12:14  Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be 
burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the children ought not to 
lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children. 

2Co 12:15  And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more 
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. 

2. Further Biblical teaching on the preacher’s proper attitude toward money
Tit 1:7  For a bishop must be blameless...not given to filthy lucre; 

Isa 56:10  His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, 
they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 

Isa 56:11  Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough...they all look 
to their own way, every one for his gain...

Jer 6:13  For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is 
given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one 
dealeth falsely. 

Jer 6:14  They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 

Jer 6:15  Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they 
were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall fall 
among them that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall be cast down, 
saith the LORD. 

Mic 3:11  ...the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for 
money: yet will they...say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come 
upon us. 

Mal 1:10  Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? 
neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, 
saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. 



Tit 1:10  For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers...
Tit 1:11  Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching 

things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. 

2Pe 2:3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumbereth not. 

2Pe 2:14  ...an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:
2Pe 2:15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the 

way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 

3. Those that hear are told to support of the preachers
Mat 10:9  Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 
Mat 10:10  Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet 

staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. 

1Ti 5:17  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 

1Ti 5:18  For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward. 

2Ti 2:4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that 
he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

2Ti 2:6  The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 

Gal 6:6  Let him that is taught in the word communicate  (share)  unto him that
teacheth... 

1Co 9:6  Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? 
1Co 9:7  Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a 

vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth
not of the milk of the flock? 

1Co 9:8  Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? 
1Co 9:9  For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of

the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 
1Co 9:10  Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is 

written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in 
hope should be partaker of his hope. 



1Co 9:11  If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things? 

1Co 9:12  If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? 
Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should 
hinder the gospel of Christ. 

1Co 9:13  Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the 
things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the 
altar? 

1Co 9:14  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel. 

1Pe 5:3  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the
flock.

 
A. Rule with authority—But not as lords over
Tit 2:15  These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man

despise thee

Heb 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they
watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with 
joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 

Mat 20:25  ...Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. 

Mat 20:26  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minister; 

2Co 1:24  Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your 
joy... 

2Co 4:5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus' sake. 

B. Rule by example
1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

Php 3:17  Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as 
ye have us for an ensample. 



Php 4:9  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and 
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

1Th 1:5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we 
were among you for your sake. 

1Th 1:6  And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord...

1Ti 4:12  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

Tit 2:7  In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 

Tit 2:8  Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary 
part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 

C. Rule with gentleness and meekness
2Ti 2:24  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, 

apt to teach, patient, 
2Ti 2:25  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves...

Gal 6:1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted. 

1Pe 3:15  ...be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

1Th 2:7  But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: 
1Th 2:8  So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have 

imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because
ye were dear unto us.

D. Commands for respect toward preachers
1Th 5:12  And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, 

and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 
1Th 5:13  And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake... 

1Ti 5:17  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour... 



1Ti 5:19  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses. 

Luk 10:16  He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth 
me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me. 

Gal 4:14  ...ye...received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 

1Th 2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in 
you that believe. 

E. A preacher must give account 
Heb 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they

watch for your souls, as they that must give account...

Luk 16:2  ...give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer 
steward. 

2Ti 4:1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word...

F. Preachers are to preach the word that they have been entrusted with
2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 

exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
2Ti 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 

after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
2Ti 4:4  And they shall turn away  their ears from the truth, and shall be turned

unto fables.

1Th 2:4  But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so
we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 

1Ti 1:11  ...the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my 
trust. 

1Ti 6:20  O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane 
and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 



G. Preachers are to protect the gospel
Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 

grace of Christ unto another gospel: 
Gal 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 

pervert the gospel of Christ. 
Gal 1:8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 

you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
Gal 1:9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other 

gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

2Co 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his 
subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ. 

2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another
gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. 

1Ti 3:15  ...the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

2Ti 2:2  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

H. Preachers are to be laborers
Mat 9:37  ...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
Mat 9:38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 

labourers into his harvest. 

1Co 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they 
all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

1Ti 3:1  ...If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 

I. The work of the ministry
Eph 4:8  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 

captive, and gave gifts unto men. 



Eph 4:9  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the 
lower parts of the earth? 

Eph 4:10  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

Eph 4:11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; 

Eph 4:12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: 

Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ: 

Eph 4:14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

Eph 4:15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ: 

Eph 4:16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

J. A preacher must be faithful
1Co 4:1  Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of 

the mysteries of God. 
1Co 4:2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
1Co 4:3  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of 

man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 
1Co 4:4  For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that 

judgeth me is the Lord.

K. Unfaithful shepherds
Eze 34:2  ...Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds

of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? ...
Eze 34:4  The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that 

which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have 
ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that 
which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. 

Eze 34:5  And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became
meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 



Eze 34:6  My sheep wandered through all the mountains...yea, my flock was 
scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after 
them... 

Eze 34:8  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, 
and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no 
shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed 
themselves, and fed not my flock; 

Eze 34:9  Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 
Eze 34:10  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I 

will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the 
flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver 
my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. 

L. The care of the churches
2Co 11:24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
2Co 11:25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 

shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 
2Co 11:26  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 

by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

2Co 11:27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

2Co 11:28  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily,
the care of all the churches. 

1Pe 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 

Psa 23:1  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Joh 10:11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep. 

Heb 13:20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep... 

2Ti 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing. 




