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...to turn with me again this evening to that portion of Scripture which we read together in 
Luke’s gospel chapter 16 verses 19 to 31. I have entitled the sermon this evening, “True 
Riches.”  And we could take a text, we could take certainly the verse 26 as a text, but I 
would like to draw your attention in particular tonight to that first part of verse 23, a very 
solemn text. 
 
“And in hell he lift up his eyes...”1 
 
What a thought. We will come to that later.  
 
However, when we consider the passage before us this evening I would like to ask you. 
How do you and I judge people? Or can I use another word apart from judge? How do 
you and I categories people? How do we think of people?   
 
I am sure you and I have, of course, considered people and categorized them according to 
their nationality. That is very natural that we would do so.  We might also categorize 
someone into the kind of job that he or she does, perhaps a job which is more menial than 
others, another job which is more high profile and certainly higher pay than others.   
 
Today in the world at large it would be fair to say that there is a great premium placed on 
people who are famous.  Someone said to me, not even a Christian, just a few weeks ago 
that it seems everybody today—or not everybody, but certainly a lot of people—they will 
do anything just to have five minutes of fame. It is a great thing today in people’s eyes to 
be famous, to be, well known.  
 
And then, of course there is wealth. There are the haves and the have nots.  To be 
wealthy, to have plenty of money, that would certainly seem to be something to be 
grasped, something which is very important to not a few society tonight.   
 
And yet in this account in Luke’s gospel, I suppose, I would say it is a parable. Some 
would suggest it is not a parable, because I no other parable in holy Scripture do we 
actually find the mention of someone’s name. But in this account, parable or otherwise, 
we find that really the parable is to show us that God, that the Lord Jesus Christ puts men 

                                                
1 Luke 16:23.  
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and women and men into ultimately only two categories. There are the saved and there 
are the unsaved. There are those who are going to heaven and there are those who are not 
going to heaven.  Only two classes, only two characters, classes, should I say, categories 
of individual. And we would do well as Christians to deal on an ongoing basis to keep 
that in mind.  We can get carried away. I am sure we all can. You and I, we can get 
carried away and sometimes we can think someone is really a bit more important than 
someone else because they have got such and such a job and we know in the Scriptures 
that the church, the people of God, we are not to be partial. We are to be impartial.  We 
are not to look at a rich man any greater than a poor man.  We are not to make any greater 
a fuss over a rich person than a poor person when they come into the church. The 
Scripture, in fact, would encourage us rather to esteem the weaker parts, to esteem, as it 
were, those lesser things.   
 
But I would like to bring this portion to you this evening really just under three headings.  
And, first of all, we are going to look at verses 19 to 21 two lives. And then the verse 19 
we meet a certain rich man. He isn’t named.  But all we know is that he is rich. There is 
evidence that he is rich because he is clothed in purple. Purple speaks of importance of 
wealth or even royalty and fine linen, expensive clothing.  You might think I am well 
dressed tonight and I spent quite a lot on this suit. But I must confess I got it for only 10 
pounds in a charity shop.  
 
But generally speaking these things here that we read of and expensive clothing, that 
would tend to speak to us of someone who is quite rich. 
 
Now, we see also that he lacked nothing. We see even later on that the dogs in his 
household, they fared well. They had nothing ... they had no hunger. They had plenty to 
eat.  They lacked nothing. And everyone in his house, we can believe, fared sumptuously 
every day.  He knew no dissipation. He knew no deterioration of his lifestyle in any way.  
It seems from the moment we read of him right until his dying day he knew nothing of 
recession, but [?] him personally, he fared sumptuously every day of his life.   
 
Then in verse 20 we read about someone else. We read about a poor man.  There was a 
certain beggar and we read his name. His name was Lazarus. We read of his condition.  
He was full of sores. We read of his location. He was at the rich man’s gate.  So there we 
find a contrast.  
 
We cannot find surely any greater contrast in the outward circumstances of two different 
individuals than we find painted to us here in this passage by our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
know the Scripture tells us, too, the poor you will always have with you. Those who try 
to eliminate poverty, you remember there was a slogan a few years ago and it just was 
three words, “Make poverty history.” It will never happen. There will always be the poor. 
if you eradicate poverty in one place, it will spring up in another place.   
 
Now the thinking of this particular nation if you were to look back a century or so ago 
and you were to look at society and it was generally a class society and to use that phrase, 
everyone knew their station in life.  And it was virtually impossible for you and I to alter 
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our station in life.  And yet today what do we find? We find that it is possible, it was not 
really possible in those days for someone who was poor to overnight become rich.  But 
that has all changed.  By and large, due to the national lottery and there are many people 
in our nation tonight who do the national lottery. I don’t have the percentage here, but we 
can assume that it is a fairly large percentage of the adult population does the national 
lottery, week after week.  
 
And whether they live week by week in the hope that they will get rich, the fact that they 
do the lottery must at least mean that we think about it at some point in their life that they 
are going to win this prize and they are going to be rich beyond their wildest dreams.  
 
Well, what did they want all this money for? Did they want to set up businesses?  Do 
they want to have a chain of businesses that they can work harder and they can manage 
more and they can use that money? Sometimes it will be said, “Oh, but money goes to a 
good cause from that.” That may be true, but yet the real reason, the major reason is that 
people for themselves they desire to be rich.   
 
You remember a few years ago, I think it was for several servants from Liverpool. I think 
it was one of those big lotteries they won. I don’t know if it was the European one or just 
the national one, but they sung a song and it was a take on an old [?] song and they 
changed the words to we will never work again.  That was all they wanted, just to give up 
work and to live a life of leisure and pleasure with their treasure. 
 
Now there are legitimate ways in the sight of God for men and women to amass riches. It 
is, of course, have honest work.  God is not against that. There is nothing better for you 
and I to enjoy the fruits of our labors. God has given us the strength to work, to earn our 
living, whether that be to sell your labor to an organization and they will pay you a 
certain salary every year to go and work for them, or whether our work for yourself, 
whether you produce goods and sell them, whether you buy and sell legitimately to make 
a living.  
 
These things are allowable in the sight of God. There is, of course, also an inheritance.  
There is nothing wrong with receiving an inheritance. God approves of these things. 
There will be other things as well that I have not mentioned to you which are approvable 
in the sight of God.  And yet the lottery, gambling is a sin.  It is a great sin and it is a 
great sin for many reasons.  It is a great sin because it displays covetousness.  
 
Luke 12:15.  
 
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth.”2 
 
The Lord Jesus says also: 
 
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world...?”3 
                                                
2 Luke 12:15.  
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If he wins the lottery every week for a year and yet he loses his own soul?  That profits 
him nothing.  It is what you are and who you are on the inside which is everything in the 
sight of God. 
 
God sees the heart. He knows tonight whether we are saved or lost. He knows whether 
we are his tonight or whether we still belong to the old devil.   
 
Gambling, friends, it also proves that money and material things are more important than 
God.  So as well as the 10th Commandment being broken, the First or even the First and 
Second Commandments, they are also broken in that act of gambling.   
 
And it also shows a rebellion against God.  It shows a rebellion against that place that 
God has put that individual in in his or her life.  It shows an innate rebellion against 
where God has placed you and I.  And by grace, praise God, by grace the Christian does 
in time accept the place that God has appointed for him or her. The Christian should not 
strive. A Christian should be at peace and knowing that God will lead him and guide him 
and lead her and guide her in the way that he has planned out for us.  And yet when we 
see riches, riches are spoken of in Scripture often in derogatory terms. Riches, they can 
generally bring a tendency to pride and to self confidence.  The person who has riches 
generally speaking, not always, but generally speaking will feel self sufficient. He will 
feel, perhaps, proud. And he will not see that he has any need of God.  
 
1 Timothy chapter six verse nine: 
 
“But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.”4 
 
They also bring cares, because there are cares associated in preserving one’s riches.   
 
Luke chapter eight and the verse 14 we read there, the Lord Jesus speaking of the parable 
of the sower: 
 
“And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and 
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection.”5 
 
You see, a preoccupation with the things of this world in particular riches and pleasure, 
that automatically seems to take one away from the thought of God and his work and his 
will and his salvation, of course, above all.   
 

                                                
3  Mark 8:36.  
4 1 Timothy 6:9.  
5 Luke 8:14.  
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Riches also provide a snare, it would seem, to being saved at all.  There are, of course, 
exceptions which I will come to in a moment, but the Scripture, again, would certainly 
tell us that riches can present a snare ultimately to being saved at all.   
 
1 Corinthians one verse 26: 
 
“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called.”6 
 
What did we find in the gospels when the Lord Jesus came into the world? We found that 
the poor people, they predominantly received him gladly and those who had everything, 
who had power, even, and possession, they saw no need of the King of kings and Lord or 
lords. 
 
We know, of course, that rich men are and can be saved. Abraham was a prosperous man 
and yet he was a mighty child of God, a mighty man of faith.  There was Zacchaeus, too. 
He was a rich man. Perhaps much of what he had gotten was of ill gains, but Zacchaeus, 
a rich man, he was saved.  And he became generous and liberal with his riches.   
 
Praise God there are many who are Christians and yet they have a right perspective on 
these things and they may even have much by way of riches and substance.   
 
I remember years ago in the Pentecostal churches an old phrase. I haven’t thought about 
it in many years, but it was spoken of people that God had blessed financially and 
someone once used a phrase. It is quite an unusual phrase.  They said, “He lives out the 
principle of divine flow.” That is an interesting phrase. But you know what I mean. It 
means that he was a man who God could trust with riches, because he used a good 
amount of that to bless others and to give to the work of the gospel.  
 
We read, again, in 1 Timothy chapter six and the verse 17: 
 
“Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.”7 
 
So the Christian that God blesses in this way who is really walking with God, they are 
living out this verse. They trust in God. They realize that their riches can be here today 
and gone tomorrow and they realize the great responsibility before God they have to bless 
others and to give above all to the work of the gospel.  
 
Then there is James one verses nine and 10. 
 

Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But the rich, in 
that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.8 

                                                
6 1 Corinthians 1:26.  
7 1 Timothy 6:17.  
8 James 1:9-10. 
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The one who is rich materially, the Christian, he realizes that he is no better. And I know 
from experience even over the years that there can be those even in the local church and 
this should  never be, who feel that they should have an inordinate say in the matters of 
the church, even in the calling of a pastor and that they can even hold the pastor to 
ransom to do what he wants because he has an inordinate amount of money compared to 
the others in the congregation. 
 
Such a thing should never, ever, ever happen. No. The man who belongs to the Lord and 
who is walking with God, though God has blessed him materially, he understands that he 
is one in Christ with even the poorest member of the congregation and he will do nothing 
to promote himself or to think that the is more important than anyone else just because he 
has money.   
 
Now we must return to the parable here. The rich man in this parable, of course, he was 
self sufficient and, above all, he was ignorant of God and of his salvation. And one of the 
signs that he was ignorant of God and of his salvation and that he was self sufficient in all 
that he did and that he kept his money for himself and he wasn’t generous because he 
wasted opportunities day after day to do good, because Lazarus was there at his gate day 
after day after day after day and he wasted opportunities to do good. And then, of course, 
we know that very soon after that time was no more for these two individuals. 
 
Perhaps Lazarus at one time had been poor and had been rich. We don’t know.  In the 
parable perhaps an individual who is a beggar now they have been rich at one time before 
in the past.  And yet that rich man who looks at him rather than having compassion upon 
them, he sits in judgment of him. 
 
I remember a while back I spent an hour standing with one of those beggars. [?] was 
there. And it was amazing just to stand and see the people walking past. They didn’t want 
to give a pound. They didn’t care. And I asked one of them, “Would you not give this 
man a pound?” And the anger. Charity begins at home, you know? And, you know, 
almost judging the poor man or the poor woman there on the streets homeless, begging, 
almost judging them as if it was their own fault that they were there.  
 
There is, you know, there is something of the spirit of the gospel that if someone has 
riches that they should even just give something, even just a little of their substance to the 
poor, no questions asked, just because they are rich and that other person is poor.  Yes, 
we have a responsibility when we give to ensure that it goes to a good cause and it goes 
to the right place and is used in the right way, but yet there are times, friends, that we 
must just be willing to give because  we are rich and others are clearly poor. 
 
Now, we see here this evening that this passage, too, this passage can also present to us 
generally the saved and the unsaved.  So, really, friends, we see that there are only two 
types of individual in the world. There are those who are without Christ and there are 
those who are with Christ. And you and I tonight we can have all the money in the world, 
but we can be without Christ and truly we are the rich poor. And there are others tonight 
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who know Christ. They have nothing of this world’s goods and they are the poor rich.  
Oh, friends, this evening let us know where our priorities are and let us realize that we are 
owners of nothing and stewards of everything because we see here in the verse 22 
secondly, second main heading, two deaths.  The inevitable which we have alluded to 
already, two deaths.  And we see it in the verse 22.   
 
“And it came to pass, that the beggar died.”9 
 
First of all we read of the death of the beggar. Just like the poor child of God who is 
oppressed, the child of God who knows nothing very much of this world’s goods who is 
persecuted by the unbeliever, who knows nothing but trouble and illness, there comes a 
time, praise God, when that is all and they pass away and they go out into eternity. 
Immediately they are at rest and they are at peace.  
 
There is this lovely Old Testament phrase almost that Lazarus is in Abraham’s bosom. It 
is really a beautiful old Old Testament phrases. And it speaks, of course, of peace. It 
speaks of a release from earthly cares, from earthly suffering. For the child of God also it 
speaks of release from persecution into a state of blessed soul and as sense of joy before 
God and utter peace.  
 
And then, oh friends, sadly we read also of the rich man.  We see here the rich man in 
this same verse also that he died and was buried.  There is a time coming that no matter, 
friends, but we are the  mocked in this world, but whatever we have accrued by means of 
material things that we must even suddenly sometimes go to leave them, always going to 
leave them.  We will go out into eternity.  And, no doubt, the rich man, he had a great 
funeral. I am sure you have heard the phrase, beloved, we gave them a good send off, 
people who are unsaved. That is all they can do. 
 
And can I say tonight? I say this lovingly, that there is no consolation for anyone who 
dies outside of Christ and for those who know them. The only consolation in death is for 
a believer and for the friends and Christian family of believers. There can be no comfort. 
There can be no consolation for those who die who are unsaved, no consolation of them, 
no consolation for their loved ones who are unsaved.  
 
And yet tonight, isn’t it true, how may surviving loved ones that they would verily 
believe that even their non church going loved ones will still be in heaven after they have 
died.  
 
I read recently an obituary or it was a memoriam and someone said of some one who had 
departed a few months ago, “I hope you are behaving yourself up there.”  
 
But how vain, beloved, how vain a hope is that to have.  You have lived an non Christian 
life, to have never walked with the Lord Jesus Christ and yet still after the tragic parting 
there is still that willing to be deceived into believing that all is well with the souls of 
departed loved ones.  
                                                
9 Luke 16:22.  
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I remember being at a funeral many years ago and I knew all the parties involved.  I knew 
the lady who passed away. Her husband was saved. Just a year before he died, he died 
very suddenly and he was wonderfully saved. He had lived a life of revelry and carousing 
as a young man and he used to lament over that in the months that he was saved. And he 
prayed to God every night. He got down on his knees beside his bed and he prayed to 
God and he thanked God for the way he had saved him in the latter days of his life and 
yet his wife she was the opposite. She had even said to someone just a few months before 
she died when a loving Christian sought to witness she said, “No, leave me alone. I want 
to go to hell.” 
 
She passed away and her husband passed away, too, before her and at the funeral there 
was a family member of this dear lady and the family lady said to a Christian, “Well, at 
least she is away to a better place.” And that Christian who had heard this person say that 
they wanted to go to a Christless eternity. What could they say? But they said nothing. 
She just dropped her head and I remember the look of amazement on the other person’s 
face, the son of this departed lady and he just looked amazed that there was no answer.  
 
But, friends, we come then, thirdly, to this third and solemn heading, two eternal 
destinations, verses 23 through to 31.  Now look at one thing here in these verses.  I want 
you to compare the number of verses which relate to their lives and the number of verses 
which relate to the hereafter.  I think there are about three verses, four verses if you 
include the record of their deaths and I believe there are 11 verses or thereabouts which 
speak of what happens after death.  And we would do well to take heed to that. That 
shows us just how great eternity is compared to time.  And how many tonight are living 
just for time with no thought of eternity and they are totally unprepared for when they are 
called out into eternity?  Totally unprepared. They make no preparations. You and I 
would be regarded as fools if we turned up at the airport to go on holiday and somebody 
said, “Well, where is your case? Where is your passport?” 
 
“Well, I never thought. I just turned up.” 
 
They would laugh at you.   
 
And yet how many preparations do people make to go away on holiday for a week or 
two. They spend months pouring over the brochures, months planning their itinerary, 
packing their case very carefully and all the preparations that are made to get them to the 
airport, to get them there on time, to get on the plane.  And yet how few take any time at 
all to make preparations for that great journey which everyone must take to go out into 
eternity forever and forever. It is incredible.  
 
I just want you to notice a few things here as we look at this incredible verse.  The first 
part of verse 20. Let’s just think about this. I know, friends, it is not comfortable to look 
at this verse, but let’s look at it just for a moment and see what we can learn from it.  
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“And in hell he lift up his eyes.”10 
 
Notice, firstly, the other rich man or the unsaved man as he pictures ultimately. Notice 
where the rich man is. Has he ceased to exist?  Has he held on to... has he succeeded 
through death in holding on to that vain philosophy, a philosophy of man which he 
embraced in his life?  
 
There is no God. I don’t need to worry about what happens after death. I am just going to 
cease to exist. Don’t you talk to me about that God. 
 
Does he cease to exist? No.  Or ha his karma now determined what life form he now 
takes again on earth? Has he returned to earth in a better form? Has he returned to earth 
in a lower form of life?  No, he hasn’t.  Is he in purgatory waiting for family and friends 
and a priest to give money to pay to get him out? Is he in purgatory waiting to, as it were, 
be punished there for his sin which he knows he has committed and just waiting one day 
to be released? No.  Oh, we find that the rich man, no, no. He is in hell.  He is in hell. 
 
Notice, secondly, what is it like in hell? Has he got his friends with him?  Well, it would 
seem from the passage here that he is alone. There is no indication he has anyone else 
with him and yet we know the reality is sadly there are many out in that place even 
tonight.   
 
Is he having a party? Many have said [?] I am going to have a party there.  
 
No, we read in verse 23 again that he is in torments.  How incredible.   
 
You know, friends it is a tragic business today. There are many in their bravado and they 
will say, “Well, I don’t mind hell.” You know they have thought of hell. You know, they 
go to the nigh clubs. I remember the time when God was dealing with me in my life over 
20 years ago when I was still with... sadly I would still frequent these kind of places. And 
I remember the last time I was in one of those places I remember thinking to myself, 
“This place is like hell.” [?] Not coming back, never.  Going to come back to this place. 
 
You know, some people they are used to these places. They say, “Well, if hell is a bit like 
that, then I can cope with that. You know, I like the darkness. I like the [?].” 
 
But, you know, the reality is, you know, that these places they can leave at two and three 
o'clock in the morning when they have had enough and they go back into the light the 
next day. Hell won’t be like that, because, you see, in that verse 26 that it is forever, that 
it is fixed and it can never change.   
 
Do you know there is something, too, that has... that I have struggled with, you know, in 
the imagery the Lord Jesus uses here? Because we see that the rich man he says a phrase 
here which is amazing in the verse 24.   
 
                                                
10 Luke 16:23.  
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“Send Lazarus, have mercy on me, father Abraham that Lazarus...” Look at the irony that 
Lazarus, the one that he despised and he must have  known something of the fact that 
Lazarus was a godly man. He says, “Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.” 
 
In the verse 23 he is lifting up his eyes. And there in the verse 24 it speaks of his tongue. 
Isn’t that amazing? Even though after he has died and the soul has been separated from 
the body there is still a sense that the soul speaks of something of their bodily features. 
Now I can’t get my head around that.  But I know that the Lord Jesus Christ he has said 
these words and they are certainly here, at the very least, for effect, for us to consider the 
utter awfulness and the unchanging nature of this place where the rich man is described 
as having gone.  
 
Yes, suddenly, notice, he sees Lazarus. We have already considered this. He sees 
Lazarus. What do you think Lazarus reminded him of? No doubt reminded him of bitter 
regrets. And we therefore sadly believe that there will be those in hell, in that awful place 
which God created for the devil and his angels, first and foremost, that God in love and 
mercy would not have any [?]. There will be many there tonight, friends, and they will be 
full of regrets.   
 
You know, we read later on in the Scriptures about that place of outer darkness or we 
read in the gospels of outer darkness. The Lord Jesus speaks of outer darkness where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. You know, I wondered about that phrase, 
weeping and gnashing of teeth and I have wondered if those gnashing their teeth are 
those who hated God in life. They hated God. They knew there was a God. They hated 
God.  They wouldn’t hear the gospel and in eternity we find in that awful place in outer 
darkness and punishment they are just gnashing their teeth, you know, in anger and 
hatred. That anger and hatred is still there.  And yet there are those who are weeping, 
those who knew there as a God, those who knew that they were sinners before a holy 
God, those that knew that Jesus Christ was the only way of salvation, those who even 
came under the sound of the gospel week after week after week, month after month after 
month and year after year after year.  And they put it off until it was too late and they 
went out into that terrible place of hell where all the worthless sinners were and they even 
themselves yet being a sinner, they put it off too late and they ended up in that place that 
they knew was real and perhaps in their mind they thought that they wouldn’t really go 
to, but they did end up there. And I believe such a one will be that one who there will be 
weeping, weeping with bitter regrets, weeping in sorrow, weeping for the lost 
opportunities that can never be reversed.   
 
Why is he in hell? Why hell at all? There are those tonight even in evangelicalism who 
would rid us of this doctrine. I have even read in Christian periodicals which I have 
respected over the years men there writing and saying, “You can’t present this to people,” 
that they know better than the Lord Jesus Christ and they will give account to him. They 
know better than the Lord Jesus Christ, not to mention this particular doctrine. 
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You cannot scare people into heaven, they say. Just present the good side of the gospel. 
My friends I say tonight, lovingly.  Unless they whole gospel is painted the picture of the 
whole gospel is painted, they have not been faithful in proclaiming the gospel at all. And 
I must be faithful as difficult as this is for you, as difficult as this is for me, I must 
proclaim to you tonight, friends, the whole gospel, leaving nothing out.   
 
Why hell at all?  
 
Well, friends, it is in God’s decree. God has created that place of the devil and his angels 
first and foremost we know. And God is not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. Friends, if anyone is lost tonight it is not God’s fault, it is 
their own fault. It is not God’s fault.  And also, beloved, those who go there we could say 
on another level because they did not understand either the holiness of God nor the 
sinfulness of sin. 
 
You see, getting back to the national lottery for a minute, I didn’t think we want to return 
to it, but what has happened in our nation tonight is gambling has become respectable.  It 
has been made respectable. People have made it totally, utterly respectable. That is what 
has happened in these days.  Sin has been made respectable. You see, that is nothing. And 
we even ourselves, beloved, we can see these people. We have moved to [?] and I just 
know that there is more of cohabitation going on around about. I don't say that to judge.  I 
am just telling the facts.  But, you know, I can be so happy with the nice house I have and 
my wife and my family that I forget to realize the reality of the situation these people are 
in.  And we ought to still feel sorry for them. I know that is hard when they hate our God 
and they hate our gospel, but, friends, one day there is going to be a day of leveling. They 
are going to be out of this world. They are going to be in a Christless eternity and that 
place of hell and then, friends, there is going to be day they are going to get out of hell.   
 
Now I am going to clarify this. They are going to get out of hell for one day.  But it is not 
going to be any good to them because it is only going to be to stand before the great 
white throne and give an account of their life. And the reason why they have been in hell 
for all that period is going to be clearly set before them as all their sins are going to be 
brought back to them.  
 
Friends, that is what is going to happen. It is not comfortable to consider, but we need to 
get back again, even as God’s dear children, we need to get back to seeing something of 
what the awful holiness of God is.  No, God is a consuming fire. A fire goes before him 
burning up all his enemies.  They are held out like [?] at the presence of the Lord.   
 
Many today who end up in that place, I say it again, I have said it before. The only god 
they have any time for is a god of love only.  To many today he is just a God of love 
only. What that means is he is such a gentleman that he is going to let them carry on 
living any way they like and there is not going to be any come back. They are not going 
to have to be punished for their sins. 
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You see, such a God he is such a gentleman, he is such a God of love only that he will 
never ever punish me for my sin.   
 
But, you see, this God of love only that men and women devise, he is also a very weak 
God because they look and see this God of love only. You know, all the bad things that 
happen in the world, surely he is a bad God because surely he would stop them if he was 
good only and always good, he would stop these things. So he must be a bad God and 
also he must be a powerless God because surely if he could stop them he would.   
 
But they do not understand the character of God.  He is not just a God of love. Praise God 
for his love.  But God’s love is seen, beloved, in all its fullness and all its wonder when 
we paint it against a background of his blazing holiness, when we place it against a 
background of his unchanging commandments which he has given the whole world, the 
10 Commandments which show that standard of moral righteousness which men and 
women must live up to perfectly, continually in order to get fellowship with God 
continually and forever. But we all fail miserably. And even the littlest sin in our mind 
must be punished by God.  
 
And people say it and have said to me over the years, “But is it not unfair that finite sin is 
given infinite punishment?” 
 
Friends, these God’s decrees.  They will not change. The one who spends all their life 
arguing this, they will stand before God and their argument that they had against God’s 
justice and fairness, it will be utterly cast down.  So why fight against God tonight? Why 
argue against him? Why argue against his decrees? 
 
But rather humble yourself and admit that even the most least sin that you feel you have 
committed is very, very heinous in God’s sight and deserves the punishment of hell.  And 
how many scarlet sins have increased all about?  
 
Finally, yes, the great love of God in Christ.  How wonderful that God would make a 
way, that is he can part that sinner from his sin that he might receive the sinner and yet 
deal with his or her sin. That is the wonder.  Friends that is the wisdom of the gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And when you see what you deserve. Oh, friends, when I see that I 
deserve hell it makes me... and I say this. I want to run to the love of God. I want to run, 
friends, as fast as I can. When I see I deserve hell, when I see what my sins deserve and 
when I see that my Savior the Lord Jesus Christ that he took that which I deserve in those 
hours upon the cross, that God reckoned to his son the Lord Jesus Christ the punishment 
for my sin, yes, friends, I should even be more humbled and more thankful than often 
times I am for the great wonder of the gospel which the Lord God himself has designed. 
 
Could you and I ever design, could you and I ever plan such a gospel that the Son of God, 
God himself in the person of his Son would come into the world and that he, friends, 
would personally undertake to discharge you of that debt and that penalty for all your sins 
that you have committed?  Because every sin that has ever been committed in history 
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must be punished either for eternity in the person who committed it or once and once for 
all at the wonderful yet awful cross of Calvary. 
 
My friend, these are the things that are set before all of humanity. Is it for you to be the 
punishment of your sin for all the unending ages of eternity and hell and then the lake of 
fire with the day of judgment intervening? Or is it for you to humble yourself, to get 
down on your knees and before God admit that you have been disobedient to him for so 
long a time, but now is that time when you will humble yourself and you will come to the 
one who has portrayed in the parable of the prodigal son with arms open waiting 
continually day after day for you to come to the end of yourself, to come and repent of 
your sin trusting in Jesus Christ and know God as the lovingly heavenly Father, the God 
of holiness, the God of strict justice, the God who is not willing that any would perish? 
Amen. 


