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† Jeremiah 15:1-21 

Last week we looked at all of Chapter 14 which covered the famine and false 
prophets. We saw that the LORD allowed His people to suffer through drought, 
famine, and death because of their sins. We also saw where Jeremiah attempted to 
make excuses for Judah because the people had listened to the false prophets but 
God told him not to pray for those people and that they would be destroyed as well 
as the false prophets.  
 

So, we pick up tonight in Chapter 15 which is one of the most “popular,” if you will, 
chapters in the Book of Jeremiah. We will see tonight that the LORD stands by His 
judgements against Judah and refuses to relent. Then we will read Jeremiah’s 
complaints to the LORD.    
 

(1)  Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet 
my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go 
forth. 
 

Here the LORD is explaining to Jeremiah the reason he will not hear the prayers for 
Judah and spare them from the devastation. He mentions the fact that he did hear 
Moses and Samuel when they interceded for wicked people. He is referring to the 
time when Moses was up on the mountain convening with God and while he was 
gone the Children of Israel forsook God and built a golden calf to worship. The 
LORD was going to destroy the people but Moses pleaded on their behalf:  
Exodus 32:11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth 

thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land 
of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 

And in the case of Samuel, the Children of Israel had been worshiping false gods 
but had turned away from them and turned to the LORD but then the Philistines 
came upon them and they were afraid they would be slaughtered and it says in  
1Sa 7:8-9: And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the 

LORD our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. (9) And 
Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly unto the 
LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. 

The Psalmist mentions this as well: Psalm 99:6: Moses and Aaron among his 

priests, and Samuel among them that call upon his name; they called upon the 
LORD, and he answered them. 
 

But even though they LORD listened and answered the prayers of Moses and 
Samuel, He is not going to do so in Jeremiah’s case and the inhabitants of Judah. 
They had been given more than enough opportunities to turn back to Him and they 
refused, now they must suffer the consequences.  
 

(2)  And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then 
thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as are for death, to death; and such 
as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; 
and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity. 
 

The time of warning is over. Now it is just pronouncing judgement. The people will 
be coming to Jeremiah begging for him to intercede for them but the answer will be, 
no, there will death by the sword, death by famine, and many will be taken into 
captivity.   

 
(3)  And I will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and 
the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour 
and destroy. 
 

The LORD even tells them the means in which He will use to destroy them: 
1. By sword – the enemy will invade and slaughter with the sword. 
2. By dogs – dogs will come and tear their weakened and dying carcasses. 
3. By fowls – buzzards, vultures, will come and eat the flesh from their bones. 
4. By beasts of the earth – wild animals, wolves, lions, cheetahs, etc.  

It will be pure carnage.  
 

(4)  And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth, because of 
Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem. 
 

Here the LORD specifically calls out one of the worst offenders, Manasseh, son of 
Hezekiah king of Judah. We know that this is the good King Josiah’s grandfather. 
We get some insight on what the LORD thinks about him by reading in  
2 Kings 21:10-16 

(10) And the LORD spake by his servants the prophets, saying, 

(11) Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, and hath 
done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath 
made Judah also to sin with his idols: 

(12) Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle. 

(13) And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the 
house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and 
turning it upside down. 

(14) And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver them into the 
hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their 
enemies; 

(15) Because they have done that which was evil in my sight, and have provoked 
me to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day. 

(16) Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled 
Jerusalem from one end to another; beside his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, 
in doing that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. 

The sin that Manasseh brought into the Land of Judah would poison all generations 
to come and be the cause for their destruction. They had followed in his ways 
instead of turning to God. If you think your sin only affects you, you are dead wrong. 
Your sin affects not only you but everyone associated with you. It has a cancer 
spreading effect.  
 

(5)  For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or 
who shall go aside to ask how thou doest? 
 

This is a picture of a people totally given up on. They are on their own. No one will 
pity them. They will be led into Babylonian captivity where they will be forced to be 
slaves. They will be treated like no more than animals. This once proud people of 
God will be the very scum of the earth with no friend.   
 



(6)  Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will I 
stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting. 
 

The word “repenting” as used here means to “to have pity upon.” All the times 

before the LORD had pity upon the people because He knows they have weak flesh, 
but that has ended, He is no longer going to have pity on them, He’s weary of it.  
 

(7)  And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave them of 
children, I will destroy my people, since they return not from their ways. 
 

This is a symbol of how the wheat gatherers would separate the wheat from the 
chaff. They would throw the grain into the air and let the winds blow all of the chaff 
away and the wheat would fall to the ground. The LORD is saying that he is going to 
blow this people all the way out of their land through the gates and to the enemy.  
 

(8)  Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: I have brought 
upon them against the mother of the young men a spoiler at noonday: I have 
caused him to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the city. 
 

Because so many men will die the widows of Judah will be so many it will be like the 
sand of the seas. The “spoiler at noonday,” is most likely referring to 
Nebuchadnezzar who will come in and invade and spoil the land.  
 

(9)  She that hath borne seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; her sun is 
gone down while it was yet day: she hath been ashamed and confounded: and the 
residue of them will I deliver to the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD. 
 

The language being used here could be referring to the mothers who once bore 
many children but now she bares no more, she dies in her grief and sorrow as the 
children she does have are killed and taken off into captivity. It could also be 
referring to the Land of Judah as a whole, once had many children but now she is 
no longer producing but is dying as the enemy kills off the children and carries them 
into captivity. – Either way it is a sad picture to imagine.  
 

And now we hear another complaint or lament from the Prophet Jeremiah: 
 

(10)  Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of 
contention to the whole earth! I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me 
on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me. 
 

This time Jeremiah is not crying over the people of Judah, he is crying for himself. 
He is at his breaking point. He has done nothing wrong. He has lived for the LORD 
and obeyed the LORD and did everything that was asked of him, but because of it 
me have striven with him, he has become a man of contention. It’s not his fault, it is 
other people that are causing the strife and contention but they are directing toward 
him because he is the spokesperson for God. Naturally people will blame him for 
the trouble that is fallen upon Judah. 
 

He says he has not lent anything out or borrowed anything. He has stayed out of all 
public affairs and not caused any problems yet everyone in the Land of Judah 
curses him.  
 

You really can’t blame Jeremiah for complaining. I mean, you assume that as long 
as you live a good life before God and never harm anyone that things should go 
smooth for you, but that simply is not true. Anytime there is good, evil is lurking 
around the corner with its ugly jealousy.  

 (11)  The LORD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily I will cause the 
enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the time of affliction. 
 

Well, at least this is good news for Jeremiah. Even though he is suffering now, God 
is going to protect him. He will be treated well by the enemy and not have to suffer 
death or destruction by their hand. This was literally fulfilled as we read in:  
 

Jeremiah 39:11-14: Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning 

Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, (12) Take him, and look 
well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee. 
(13) So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, 
and Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon's princes; (14) Even they 
sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so 
he dwelt among the people. 

(12)  Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel? 
 

Then the LORD goes back to the judgement upon Judah.  
“Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel?” The inhabitants of Judah fancied 
themselves to be unbeatable. They were hard as iron but not as hard as the iron 
from the north of the Chaldeans. They could not stand under the strength of 
Nebuchadnezzar and his army.  
 
(13)  Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the spoil without price, and that 
for all thy sins, even in all thy borders.(14)  And I will make thee to pass with thine 
enemies into a land which thou knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine anger, 
which shall burn upon you. 
 

Since Jeremiah is acting as the intercessor or go between of Judah to God, God 
addressed him with what He is going to do with the treasures of Judah. He said he 
would “give to the spoil without price” In other words, He is going to give all of 
Judah’s treasures and goods away to the enemy. They mean nothing to Him.  
 

(15)  O LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my 
persecutors; take me not away in thy longsuffering: know that for thy sake I have 
suffered rebuke. 
 

Jeremiah is a broken man. He’s feeling sorry for himself and he is crying for the 
Lord to take revenge on those who have done him wrong and to spare him from 
being taken away into captivity. He reminds the LORD that is for Him that he has 
suffered all of these things.  
 

(16)  Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy 
and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts. 
(17)  I sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of 
thy hand: for thou hast filled me with indignation. 
 

Jeremiah continues to inform the LORD how he has been faithful and he delighted 
in God’s Word and was proud to be called one of His Prophets. He didn’t participate 
in every day life with the other people, he was holy and separated unto God. You 
would not have found Jeremiah doing the things the rest of the world was doing. As 
well as the Christian today, should not be participating in the wickedness of this 
world, we should be holy and separated unto God.  
 



(18)  Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be 
healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail? 
 

Jeremiah in his anguish is crying out to God and asking why does he have to suffer 
so? Sometimes as children of God we may question the LORD, why is it that we 
must suffer so? Look, it’s of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed. There is 
a curse of sin and part of that curse is that we must suffer.  
 

Then he says: wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?  

He’s not calling God a liar, he is indicating that because of all of this that people will 
think that God is a liar. He promised to protect His people but He is allowing them to 
suffer at the hands of their enemies. Moses had much the same question when God 
was going to consume the Children of Israel for their idolatry. Exodus 32:12-13: 

Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, 
to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? 
Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people. 13 Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 
 

These last 3 verses is God’s answer to Jeremiah’s complaining.  
 

(19) Therefore thus saith the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and 
thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou 
shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them. 
 

The LORD tells Jeremiah that he must “return.” That means to repent. He must 

repent of his lack of faith in God and questioning His motives and if he does he will 
be restored as the Prophet, the mouth piece, the spokesman for God.  
 

(20) And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: and they shall fight 
against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee 
and to deliver thee, saith the LORD. (21) And I will deliver thee out of the hand of 
the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible. 
 

But, the LORD informs Jeremiah that the people are going to continue to fight 
against him. And fight they did. As we continue through this study we will see all 
kinds of things that are done to Jeremiah. We have already seen where his 
countrymen and his own family turned against him and tried to have him killed. 
Things are going to get much worse for him before they get better, however, God 
will keep His promise and will redeem the prophet out of their hands.  

                                                 
† All Scripture from the Authorized King James Version of the Bible 


