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Genesis 4:1-15 (King James Version) 

 1And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the 
LORD. 2And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 
ground. 3And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering 
unto the LORD. 4And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the 
LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 5But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. 
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 6And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? 
and why is thy countenance fallen? 7If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest 
not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 8And Cain 
talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against 
Abel his brother, and slew him. 9And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I 
know not: Am I my brother's keeper? 10And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. 11And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened 
her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; 12When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. 13And Cain 
said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, thou hast driven me out this 
day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond 
in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. 15And the LORD said 
unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD 
set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him. 

There would be enmity between the seed of the woman and between the seed of the serpent.  Those of 

the woman are the children of God, those of the serpent are the children of Satan.  The conflict between 

Cain and Able illustrates this conflict of the hatred of the wicked for the righteous.  As we look at these 2 

individuals we see several examples of our conflict with the ungodly, and why they act as they do.  There 

can never be peace between the Godly and the ungodly.  We must therefore prepare for persecution, 

and recognize their hatred towards us.   

1. The conduct of Cain and Able towards God  

a. Genesis 4:1-7 – Shows conduct.  Each of them had grown to manhood under the 

instruction of their parents.  God in Genesis 3 had shown Adam and Eve their need for 

atonement.  No covering of plant life was either suitable or acceptable.  God made it 

clear that He was to be approached by an innocent animal sacrifice.  It would be an 

understanding that they are to seek salvation in another.  It would show their need for 

atonement.  Adam and Eve had instructed their children in these matters.  Abel 

approached and worshipped God as God desired, Cain worshipped God out of His own 

desires—(fig leaf covering was rejected).  An animal sacrifice was the only means that 

was prescribed to worship Him.  Abel worshipped God’s way while Cain worshipped his 

way.  Abel’s religion was God centered, Cain was man centered.  We should worship 

God in all that He has commanded, and nothing else.  Do not introduce unauthorized 

practices into worship, it will displease God.   
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b. God’s reaction to Cain’s reaction – Genesis 4:4-5 – God had no respect for Cain’s.  Able 

came to God on God’s terms and worshipped God in God’s ways.  Hebrews 11:4 – By 

faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain…  Genesis 4 makes it 

clear that God rejected Cain and His offering.  Cain could repent of his ways and turn to 

God.  This man was outwardly religious, but this incident revealed his pride towards 

God.  One of the marks of a person with an unconverted person is when people become 

angry with worshipping God in His prescribed ways.  I must be saved by another, I have 

not the merit and worth to come to God in my own person.   

c. God’s reaction to Cain’s resentment – Genesis 4:6-7.   

i. God’s gracious response – God could have destroyed Cain for his response and 

offers him the opportunity to come to God on His terms and be accepted.  Cain 

wanted the acceptance on his own terms.   

ii. The inflexibility of God – God does not change His terms at all to accommodate 

Cain.  If any changing is to be done, Cain is going to have to do it all.  God warns 

Cain that sin desires to have him, and that if he doesn’t change his ways sin will 

have him.  There is hope for Cain that he can rule over sin.  Self will or God’s 

will?  Our own religion or God’s religion?  Rejection or Acceptance?  Better to 

fall upon the rock, then to have the rock fall on you.  God speaks to Cain, makes 

some statements, and Cain responds in utter silence, a passive rebellion.  Cain 

looks down, clams up, and walks off.  A form of passive rebellion that you are 

not worthy of my communication.  Too many parents let their parents do this.  

You need to make your children speak to you and respond, less they go the way 

of Cain.  Worship isn’t about us feeling better or satisfied.  The worship God has 

told us He will accept, is the worship that He has prescribed.  We look carefully 

in His word.  What basis may we approach Him.  Do what God says.   

2. The conduct of Cain and Abel toward each other 

a. Genesis 4:8 Cain slew Him – Abel has no desire to harm his brother.  He apparently 

attempted to reason with Cain, and the reason we believe that is because our Lord Jesus 

in Luke 11:49-51 declares that Abel was a prophet.  From the blood of Abel to the blood 

of Zacharias.  Abel was a prophet, as much of one as Zacharias, a spokesman for God.  

He repeated to Cain what God had spoken to him, his need to come to God on God’s 

own terms, and because of this he was hated.  1 John 3:11-12.  Cain was specifically of 

the seed of the serpent.  And he rose up again the seed of the woman and killed him.  

Ever since this time, the innocent are slain by the wicked.  Evil hates righteousness and 

desires to destroy it wherever it finds it.  Evil has triumphed, Abel is dead, Cain is 

victorious.  Evil people apparently gain the upper hand.  The enemies of God’s people 

forget one small item, and that is having killed God’s people, they still have to deal with 

God.  You can’t do away with God by killing God’s people.   

3. The conduct of God Towards Cain and Abel – Genesis 4:9  

a. God asks Cain a question, confronting the issue – Where is Abel… Cain is even now 

more hardened in his sin, and now blatantly lied to God’s face… I don’t know where he 

is.  And then, after he lies straight to God, he begins questioning God, do you think that I 



am responsible for my brother.  Cain was able to shut his brother’s mouth and now he 

goes in attack of God’s mouth.  We see only hostility and abuse.  God will not be 

intimidated by Cain and presses the issue farther.  Cain had been able to shut Abel’s 

mouth, but he couldn’t shut out his blood.  Genesis 4:11-12 – For the first time, God 

places a curse directly upon a man.  Remember He cursed Satan, He cursed the earth, 

but He never cursed Adam and Eve, but now He does so.   God has no more offers of 

salvation from sin given to Him.  That which was the source of Cain’s pride, the fruit of 

the ground, will no longer be provided for him.  God takes away the very thing in which 

he had, his pride wrapped up.  Not only will he not be able to till the soil and ground, he 

will be rejected by man, God, and nature.  This is what the blood of Abel calls for, it calls 

for vengeance, justice, retribution.  If this were all that there was, we would be in a sad 

state of affairs indeed.  But the book of Hebrews tells us that there is another blood that 

has fallen to the ground.  This blood cries out for forgiveness, reconciliation, etc.  

Hebrews 12:24.  The blood of Christ calls for forgiveness. 

b. Notice Cain’s response – Genesis 4:14 – No taking responsibility for actions, he is not 

sorry for his sin.  Rather he is sorry for himself and what he has to bear.  And from thy 

face shall I be hid.  Isn’t it interesting to note, that Cain proclaims he might receive 

murder when he has no concern with what he did to Abel.  Cain has killed other, he 

deserves to be killed, but he doesn’t want that.  He is rejected by everyone… doesn’t sin 

produce wonderful outcomes?  The way of the transgressor is indeed very hard.  Well 

God therefore in order to make sure that Cain would live and be an object lesson, sets a 

mark upon Cain.  When you look at what Cain had, you wouldn’t want to think about 

anything worse than that.   We don’t know for sure what this mark was, it is irrelevant.  

It was sufficient in knowing that when they saw him, they knew not to.  Cain was a living 

object lesson to the rest of humanity towards the consequence of sin.   

c. In closing I want to make a point… notice if you will the potential for evil that the 

practice of defective worship leads to.  Where did all of this start?  A man who wanted 

to worship God in His own way.  Where did it all end up?  In murder and in the cursing 

of God.  How we worship God is not a matter of insignificance.  We can come to God on 

His own terms, we can worship how we want.  It leads to rejection by God.  How we 

worship and the terms in which we approach God are non-negotiable.  We are a church 

who is careful in its worship.  The triumphing of the wicked is short.  Do not fear the 

Cain’s of the world who rise up.  We have only to wait, because in the end, God will deal 

with them.  It was a religious person who persecuted the righteous.  This wasn’t some 

atheist.  He killed the individual who didn’t practice religion the way they did.  They will 

kill those who do not conform to their man made worship.  Islam is the way of Cain, as is 

every other religion that destroys those who do not follow in its footsteps.  Christianity 

declares that its way of worship is the only way.  We like Abel plead with them to come 

to God, the weapons of our warfare are not physical but they are mighty by God.  Let us 

then recognize that as we follow the way of Abel we will be attacked for it.  We need to 

remember that faithfulness of God involves the hatred from Satan and his seed.   


