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12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life 

Introduction 

Light is an amazing thing. Even from the standpoint of physics it is a marvelous 
aspect of creation. 

Light is the nature and character of God.  He is not a light or a kind of light; He is 
light itself.  

All light comes from Him. At the beginning of time, He created the light to dispel 
the darkness and chaos that was over all the earth (Genesis 1:1–5). Then He 
created the lights in the sky, the sun, moon, and stars (Genesis 1:14–16).  

As light itself and the source of light, He had only to speak and light came into 
being. The light that is God is the opposite of the darkness that is evil.  

The light of God is His holiness, righteousness, and goodness, which is in contrast 
to the darkness of evil and sin. Light is part of the essence of God. He is 
completely, unreservedly, absolutely holy, with no sin, no taint of iniquity, and no 
hint of injustice.  

Big idea - Some are blind and cannot see the light!  

Recall that Jesus has come down to Jerusalem sometime during the middle of 
Feast of Booths (which is also called the Feast of Ingathering since it occurs at the 
end of the Fall harvest). 

This particular feast was a very joyful occasion as people praised God for the 
harvest they had just taken in and prayed for His blessing in the coming year.  

In our text, the seven days of the Feast are now over and it is the required 
Sabbath that followed it (Numbers 29:35). Jesus has come back into the temple 
and is teaching again.  

Verse 20 tells us that He is in the “Treasury” which is a section of the Court of 
Women where the treasury boxes (or “trumpets” – since they looked like 
trumpets set on end) were kept. 

 This is where the people would leave their “temple tax” as well as free will 
offerings. 



During the feast this area would have been lit up at night by four very large 
menorahs (lampstands) as part of the festival ceremonies.  It is reported that 
these menorahs were so large that young priests had to periodically climb up 
long ladders with large pitchers of olive oil to refill their bowls. The light from 
these large lamps would have filled the temple area. The lamps were part of the 
commemoration of the God’s guidance during the Exodus when He led them by a 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21; Numbers 14:14).  

It with this background in mind that we can understand how the people would 
have understood Jesus’ statement in John 8:12 which was made in the same area 
where these large menorahs stood.  

They would have understood this to be a statement related to this display of 
God’s presence among them. 

He was making a proclamation concerning Himself that He was the promised 
Messiah and was the fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah and Malachi and in 
keeping with the many statements in the Psalms about God. 

There is no doubt that the people understood Jesus was relating the light of the 
world to his Messiahship.  

I. Blinded by Rules  

John 8:13–18 - The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of 
thyself; thy record is not true. 14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I 
bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and 
whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. 15 Ye judge after 
the flesh; I judge no man. 16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not 
alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 17 It is also written in your law, that the 
testimony of two men is true. 18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the 
Father that sent me beareth witness of me. 

PROBLEM #1: Blinded by the rules. 

Part of the Law was that you had to have two witnesses in a capital murder trial.  

Now, what relevance that has to this particular situation is debatable. I think the 
likely version is something like this: they didn’t trust Jesus and therefore 
discounted His statements about Himself. They need a verse to quote to justify 
that and this one sounded as good as any other, so they applied it. 

 John 8:14-18. 

 First, He dismisses their “two witnesses” accusation. 



Second, He notes they don’t know where He’s from or where He’s going. That 
points us to their lack of awareness of His divinity. 

Third, they are judging by worldly, fleshly standards, which are not the right ones. 

I judge not from appearance as you do. I came not to judge but to save the world. 

Fourth, even if you do use the standard they suggested, their accusation still 
doesn’t hold because the Father testifies with Jesus, giving Him two witnesses. 

Matthew 9:12  - But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick. 

What traditions are rules are blinding you? 

 

II. Blinded by the Physical  

John 8:19–21 - Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye 
neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my 
Father also. 20 These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: 
and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come. 21 Then said Jesus 
again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: 
whither I go, ye cannot come. 

 
 That leads us to the second interaction. 

Having talked about His Father as His second witness, the Pharisees respond by 
asking Jesus where His father is. 

We cannot be certain what they mean by this, but I think they are thinking 
physically. They’ve made this mistake previously in the gospel:  thinking 
physically when Jesus is talking spiritually (see, for example, the “born again” 
discussion in John 3).  

I think they are thinking of Jesus’ earthly father and asking, “Well then, where is 
this father that’s your second witness?” 

Jesus makes two statements in response, (John 8:19b-21) both of which have 
something similar going on. They are things that the Pharisees will likely take in a 
direct, physical way when Jesus means something spiritual. 

First, in v. 19b He says that they don’t know Him or His Father.  He is, of course, 
speaking of His heavenly Father but they are, I believe, thinking of His earthly 
father. 



Second, in v. 21 He speaks of going away.  We know that He is referring to what 
His spirit will be doing while His body lies in the grave. So, again, He is speaking 
spiritually. (It is possible that the Ascension is in mind here, but I think the 
reference to “die in your sins” makes it the less likely option.) 

We are blinded by the physical world. By the need to see it or touch to believe. 

2 Corinthians 4:18 - While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. 

Many are blinded because they can see beyond what is right in front of them  

John 8:21  - Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, 
and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 
 

III. Blinded by Unbelief   

John 8:22–24 - Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I 
go, ye cannot come. 23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from 
above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I said therefore unto you, that 
ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

- This “going away” statement confuses the Pharisees and so, taking it physically, 
they speculate that perhaps Jesus intends to commit suicide. 

- They are ignorant of God’s plan and what Jesus is referring to here. 

- Jesus is talking about what will happen between Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
morning. 

 Verses 23-24 -  

- There are a couple things here. 

- First, Jesus tells them that they are from earth and He is from heaven. This is the 
first reason they don’t understand God’s plan clearly. 

- Second, they don’t believe in Jesus, which puts them in a position where they 
will die in their sins. So not only are they not from heaven, but they also are not 
receiving the messenger from heaven. They are still in their sins, so they can’t 
understand the truth that Jesus is trying to impart to them. 

John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 



IV. Blinded Pride  

John 8:25–29 - Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto 
them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 26 I have many 
things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the 
world those things which I have heard of him. 27 They understood not that he 
spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up 
the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; 
but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is 
with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that 
please him. 

- Rather than these interactions clarifying things from the Pharisees, their 
stubbornness and pigheadedness leads to the fourth question that reveals the 
most how little they grasp. They simply ask, “Who are You?” 

- They have been unwilling to humble themselves in the least.  

- They have continued to presume that they are the experts and that they have 
the religious knowledge.  

- There has been no genuine seeking on their part. No “help me understand.” 

- And so here they are at the end completely clueless. 

 To summarize it: Jesus is offering to be the light; the Pharisees are choosing to  
willfully be blind. 

 What’s the key to seeing? Humility. - John 8:25b-29. 

- Jesus opening statement in response is telling. They ask “who are you?” and 
Jesus replies, “I’m who I have been claiming to be all along.” This is nothing new 
or hidden. Jesus isn’t trying to make this difficult. 

- But you have to want it. You have to be humble enough to receive it. 

- The rest of what He says repeats themes already mentioned, but, again, they are 
in no place to understand. 

- Jesus is offering freely this incredible opportunity to be a part of the Kingdom of 
God. We need to want what He’s offering. 

CONCLUSION:  Jesus shines light on those who are in darkness.  Have you 
received the light? 

John 8:30  
As he spake these words, many believed on him. 


