
C. God	named	the	work	of	the	third	day	of	crea8on	(1:10a).	
1. Dry	land	is	properly	referred	to	as	“earth.”	
2. The	waters	are	called	“Seas,”	plural	because	the	water	surrounded	the	

singular	con8nent	in	every	direc8on.		There	could	be	a	north	sea,	south	sea,	
etc.	and	yet	it	was	all	one	sea.		The	earth	and	seas	are	the	final	things	named	
by	God	in	the	crea8on	account.		

3. God	declared	the	separa8on	of	earth	from	seas	as	“good.”		Now	that	waters	
above	are	divided	from	waters	below	(day	2)	and	earth	is	divided	from	seas	
(day	3),	God	proclaims	the	work	“good.”		The	work	of	day	three	completed	
the	work	of	day	2.			

D. In	addi8on	to	separa8ng	earth	from	seas,	God	caused	the	earth	to	bring	forth	
vegeta8on	(1:11).			
1. Fruchtenbaum	says	three	categories	of	vegeta8on	find	men8on:		grass	and	

grain;	herbs	and	vegetables;	and	fruit	trees	(p.	48).	
2. 1:12	gives	the	result—“and	the	earth	brought	forth...”	

a. Note:		vegeta8on	would	reproduce	“aier	his	kind,”	meaning	seeds	would	
produce	like	plants,	fruit,	and	more	like	seeds.	

b. Later	man	developed	methods	of	graiing	and	ways	to	alter	various	
characteris8cs	of	plants	within	their	own	kinds.		

3. God	declared	the	vegeta8on	“good,	“	and	thus	concluded	the	third	day.	
IV. The	Fourth	Day	(1:14-19)	

A. On	the	first	day,	God	created	light.		On	the	fourth	day	He	created	“light	bearers”	
to	propagate	and	reflect	the	light	ini8ally	created.			
1. Some	hold	that	the	sun,	stars,	moon,	etc.	were	created	on	the	first	day	but	

were	obscured	by	fog.		
2. It	is	more	in	keeping	with	the	text	(“God	made	two	great	lights”—Vs.	15)	to	

simply	affirm	that	God	completed	the	work	of	the	first	day	(crea8on	of	light)	
on	the	fourth	day	(crea8on	of	light	bearers).			

B. On	the	first	day,	God	divided	light	from	darkness.		The	purpose	of	His	crea8ve	
work	on	the	fourth	day	was	that	the	“lights	in	the	firmament”	would	divide	night	
from	day.		In	other	words,	mankind	would	recognize	the	sun	would	rule	the	day	
and	the	moon	would	rule	the	night.			

C. The	crea8on	of	heavenly	light-bearers	would	accomplish	several	things:	
1. They	would	serve	as	“signs”	(1:14)	

a. Naviga8onal	signs—from	earliest	days	the	stars	and	their	posi8ons	in	the	
heavens	were	used	as	naviga8onal	guides.				

b. Pictorial	signs	(Job	38:31-33)—The	constella8ons	were	familiar	with	the	
ancients.		Astrology	perverted	the	original	inten8on	of	the	constella8ons.		
But	“signs	in	the	heavens”	s8ll	serve	as	indicators.	

c. Glorifica8on	signs	(Psalm	19:1)—The	“heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God.”		
God	is	glorified	in	the	majesty	of	the	heavens.		But,	in	addi8on,	the	
heavens	declare	God’s	glory	in	redemp8on!		See	The	Witness	of	the	Stars	
by	E.W.	Bullinger,	available	on	Amazon.com.			

d. Preserva8on	of	Israel	signs	(Jer.	31:35-36)—The	presence	of	the	heavenly	
lights	assures	us	of	Israel’s	con8nued	existence	and	perpetual	
preserva8on	by	God!	
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2. They	would	determine	“seasons.”	
a. The	“seasons”	referred	to	have	reference	to	the	7	Feasts	of	the	Lord	

prescribed	by	Moses	for	the	Hebrew	people.		Note	these	feasts	are	
divided	into	Spring	feasts	and	Fall	feasts.			

b. The	“seasons”	would	be	characterized	by	various	weather	phenomenon,	
including	temperature	and	moisture	varia8ons.		Think	spring,	summer,	
fall,	winter.		The	heavenly	bodies	(par8cularly	the	sun)	would	determine	
seasons.		The	seasons	would	be	evident	both	by	calendar	(Hebrew	people	
used	a	Lunar	based	calendar)	and	observa8on—heat,	cold,	etc.			

3. They	would	define	“days.”	
a. Heliocentrism—The	rota8onal	axis	of	the	earth	in	rela8on	to	the	sun	

defines	24	hour	cycles.	
b. Geocentrism—The	sun	revolves	around	the	earth	every	24	hours.	

4. They	mark	“years”—the	calendars	are	based	upon	cycles	of	the	sun	and	
moon.	

Lesson	6	

V. The	Fiih	Day	(1:20-23)	
A. On	the	fiih	day	God	created	aqua8c	life	and	bird	life.		Thus,	the	crea8on	of	the	

second	day	(water	separated	from	atmosphere)	is	filled	with	life.			
1. The	idea	of	“bring	forth	abundantly”	literally	means	“swarms	of	swarms”	in	

the	Hebrew	language.		God	created	immediate	abundance	of	aqua8c	life	and	
from	there	life	mul8plied	biologically.		In	other	words,	the	oceans	were	filled	
with	life.		Lakes,	rivers,	streams—all	were	filled	with	swarms	of	marine	
animals.	

2. God	also	created	an	abundance	of	birds	to	populate	the	en8re	heaven,	the	
“firmament	of	heaven”	(20).		On	day	five,	the	earth	was	teaming	with	life,	
both	in	the	water	and	in	the	air!	

3. God	also	created	“great	whales,”	or	“sea	monsters,”	the	large	and	formidable	
mammals.		Mammals	differ	from	fish	and	other	aqua8c	life	in	that	they	give	
birth	to	live	young,	among	other	characteris8cs.	The	leviathan	men8oned	in	
Scripture	is	part	of	the	“great	whale”	class	of	animals	created	on	day	5.	

4. Both	aqua8c	life	and	bird	life	would	reproduce	“aier	their	kind,”	allowing	for	
varia8on	within	species	but	not	changing	from	one	species	to	another.			

5. God’s	Conclusion	
a. “God	saw	that	it	was	good”	(21).	
b. “God	blessed	them,”	enabling	their	mul8plica8on.		The	ins8nct	to	

reproduce	comes	from	God	and	the	purpose	is	to	“fill”	God’s	crea8on	
(22).	

c. God	intended	that	His	en8re	crea8on	be	filled	with	life.		Life	is	a	sacred	
principle	with	God.		Human	life,	of	course,	trumps	all	life	in	importance	
because	man	is	uniquely	made	in	the	image	of	God.			
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