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We considered God’s work under siege and considered some of the different tactics that the enemy uses, we 
saw that he employed ridicule, intimidating plots, discouragement, fear,  
selfishness, compromise, slander, threats and intrigue. Looking at the first four we saw: 
 
1. Ridicule – The opposition sought to attack the work by attacking the inadequacy people, the inadequacy of 
what was being built, the prayers of the people and the vulnerability of the work. It is hard to face those who 
ridicule, but as with Nehemiah in the light of such opposition, we should pray, do not get into futile attempts 
to respond, get on with the work we have been called to do. The Lord calls His people to be faithful, and that 
is what we must be, even in the harshest of ridicule, for as He promises, ‘He who honours Me, I will honour’. 
 
2. Intimidating Plots – As the initial tactics failed, the enemy unites in opposition of God’s work under  
Nehemiah. It is easy for the world to unite against the cause of the gospel. Yet as Nehemiah makes prepara-
tions for the battle, so we must arm ourselves in the spiritual armour that God will provide. Nehemiah does 
not panic, and neither should we, rather we should rest on the great and awesome God of heaven who is  
sovereign and can bring the counsels of men to nothing. 
 
3. Discouragement – It is easy to become discouraged, and when people from within started to doubt the 
task and the ability of God to provide for their needs. These unsettling rumours arose from a group of whom 
one would have thought great faith would prevail, yet this was not the case. Often such undermining can 
come from the ones whom should know better. Yet Nehemiah ignored the unhelpful rumours, and got right 
on with the Lord’s work. He steeped himself in the promises of God, and what an example that is. For,  
tomorrow for the child of God is as bright as the promises of God. 
 
4. Fear – As rumours had done their damage, the people began to fear, especially as rumours were that the 
enemy was going to attack. These rumours were being brought in from the outside. Nehemiah puts them into 
positions where they can fight for what is dear to them, but then issues a rallying cry that urges the people to 
look to God. When the enemy saw the resilience of the people of God they retreated. Practical measures were 
undertaken so that they could work whilst be ready for battle. They laboured ready to hear the trumpet to 
rally them, so it is that we labour and battle in the cause of God, waiting for the ‘trump of God’, when the 
Saviour will return, and the war will be over, the consummation of history. What a glorious thought! If we 
fear God, then who or what is left to fear? 
 

 
 


