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And so this morning I want to look at that very first subject matter, that first topic, that 

first taboo sin, that secret sin that we have bought into called conformity.  Not that we are 

to be different, but we are to look the same.  We no longer even the church in totality no 

longer is about how we differ from the world, how we look different from the world. But 

how can we somehow as individuals, as families, how can we look more like the world? 

 

You will see in this passage that God called the people of Israel and they confessed that 

they were not to be conformists, but they were to be non-conformists. There are three 

simple things that we need to learn from them that parallel our lives.  The first thing we 

need to grasp is our identity. Who are we?  Look in verse two.  The people of God, the 

nation of Israel they called themselves a seed, the seed of Israel.   

 

Now by definition that may seem somewhat strange. Why would they use this word?  

Well, let me define for you how the word seed is used in Scripture.  It first shows up, as 

far as humanity is concerned, in Genesis chapter three. Adam and Eve had sinned. They 

had gone against the ways of God.  God begins the process of giving the repercussions or 

the ramifications or the punishments out to the man, to the woman, and even to the 

serpent.  And while he is talking to the serpent he gives what we know in verse 15 as the 

protevangelium, the very first gospel. Man has just sinned and he said, “The seed of the 

woman will one day go against the seed of the serpent.” It is defined as that which would 

come out of, that would be born forth. 

 

A couple of chapters later in the book of Genesis God came to a man by the name of 

Abram who would one day become Abraham, whom we are going to specifically talk 

about next week. He comes to him and he says, “You and your wife who are long past 

child bearing, there is going to be a seed come out of you, the seed known as Isaac. That 

which will be born small, but grow big.”  

 

And yet Jesus tells a parable that is recounted several times in the gospel known as the 

parable of the sower, when the seed is cast forth. One of the things that he shares with us 

in the end of that parable of the sower is that seed that lands on fertile ground, that grows 

up, and bears fruit some thirty, some sixty, some one hundred fold.  Then finally in the 

book of 1 John chapter three verse nine describing our relationship with Jesus Christ it 

says his seed has been placed in us.  So by strict definition here, when we talk about who 

are we, what is our identity, we are that which is the seed of God. We have been born by 

the blood of Jesus Christ when we were saved. What he did is he created us to be a new 

creation that was designed to grow and to flourish, to bear some fruit, some thirty, some 

sixty, some one hundred fold which leads me to the distinction of a seed.   
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Now I have shared with you in times past, I am from the big city, for lack of better terms. 

I did not grow up in an agricultural environment. I did not grow up farming though my 

hands have gotten dirty in recent days as I am learning some of the tricks of the trade, so 

to speak.  But let me share with you the one clear distinction of a seed that every one of 

us, even if you grew up surrounded by asphalt and concrete, will get this.  The seed never 

becomes dirt and the dirt never becomes a seed.  The purpose of the seed, listen to me. 

The purpose of the seed is not to be put in the ground so the ground can change to seed.  

The purpose of the seed is to change the ground which it is planted in. That is why signs 

everywhere on our campus say, “Change the world, start here.”  

 

A good old fashioned, what we know, apple tree sometimes takes six to eight years to 

bear its ripest fruit. Why? Because as that seed is put in the ground as the water is placed 

on it, what does it have to do?  It has to fight through the dirt. It distinctly changes. It 

pushes the dirt out from among it as those roots dig deep, as the trunk becomes larger, as 

the leaves go forth.   

 

What we know as a good old-fashioned apple off an apple tree, a pear off a pear tree is 

that if the seed by the grace of God changed the dirt that was around it.  

 

So when we talk about our identity through the salvation that is found in Jesus Christ, we 

were not created for the dirt of the world to change us.  We have been created so that the 

dirt around us might be changed and altered through us.  That is who we are. When they 

confess this prayer they use the term the seed of Israel. They recognize, as we will talk 

more next week, when Abraham was called out, he was called out not to the exclusion of 

everybody else, but so that everybody else would be changed through his influence and 

his impact, which brings me to the second point.  Not just who we are as far as our 

identity, but what is our issue? What is the issue that is so strangling the Church of Jesus 

Christ? What is that which is keeping you and me as individual believers in Jesus Christ 

from changing the dirt around us?   

 

It is real simple. In verse two it says: “And the seed of Israel separated themselves...”
1
 

They did not conform to the ways and the means of the world.  They separated 

themselves.  

 

If you go back to the Exodus story you will remember when Moses was commissioned 

by God to go to Pharaoh to, “let my people go.”  If you read that story in totality it was 

not let my people go so we will never come back.  Moses initially said, “We just want to 

go away for three days. We want to go away.” 

 

Listen to this incredible, I guess, leadership.  We want to go away for three days and pray 

to God and come back and know that he is going to supernaturally deliver us. They didn’t 

go away to strategize. They didn’t go away to get a plan. They didn’t go away to get a 

spread sheet together or a Word document. They said, “Let’s call out to God that our 

sin... God is in this position.  And God can get us out.” 

                                                 
1
 Nehemiah 9:2.  
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So when they separate themselves, even though they have been allowed back in 

Jerusalem, even though they are in a situation that on the surface looks pretty good, what 

they are saying is, “We need to be distinct. We need to be different.  We do not need to 

be like the world around us.” 

 

So what is the definition of separation?  It is not building a bunker and hiding in it. It is 

not becoming some type of religious zealot where you go to the top of a mountain and 

you don’t see anybody for the rest of your life and you vow never to speak another word.  

In fact, the definition is most rightly seen the book of Romans chapter 12. If you have 

that passage open in your Bible, Romans chapter 12 begins with a phrase of Scripture that 

is near and dear to my heart. I love how verse one starts. “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren...”
2
 

 

In other words, this is not a suggestion.  This is not the latest, greatest best seller that you 

can pick up at some large book store or online. The Lord is saying, “I beseech you. I urge 

you. I want to convince you by the mercies of God that you present yourselves, your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 

 

Look at verse two. “And be not conformed to this world.”
3
 

 

Folks, I didn’t make that up. When we talk about conforming to the dirt around us as the 

seed of God it says in black and white: Do not be conformed to this world. But listen.  

But be transformed but by the renewing of your mind.  

 

In other words, when we define what does it mean to be separate for the cause of Christ? 

What does it mean as the people of God to live a distinct and different life? It does not 

mean to separate in the sense of getting away, running away and having zero impact. 

What it means is don’t be conformed but be transformed.  Don’t get away. Don’t take off, 

but change who you are, how you live, listen. By the renewing of your mind.  

 

In other words, listening to different voices than we have been listening to, expressing 

ourselves in different ways than we have been expressing ourselves. By definition, to be 

separate means to not be conformed, but be transformed. 

 

Now let me share with you the perfect example in this area.  Jesus Christ. 

 

Do you know what the religious zealots of his day condemned him most for?  Number 

one, healing on the sabbath day. Number two, he hung around the filthiest of the filthy.  

He hung around the people that the religious folks would not hang around.  How about 

the woman who was caught in adultery? How about the woman who was at the well? 

How about the blind man at Bethsaida? How about Zacchaeus up in the sycamore tree? 

How about Matthew the tax collector who became one of the first apostles?  These were 

individuals that lived tainted lives, messy lives, nasty lives.  And we think that if we are 

                                                 
2
 Romans 12:1.  

3
 Romans 12:2.  
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called to be separate then we can have no interaction with those kind of people. If they 

even smell of sin from a mile away steer clear. Here is the difference. Jesus understood 

he was the seed of the woman.  The dirt that was around him was to be changed. 

 

Let me ask you a question.  As you read through the gospels who changed their life, Jesus 

or Zacchaeus? Who changed their life, Jesus or the woman at the well? Who changed 

their life, Jesus or the woman caught in adultery? See, everywhere Jesus went he did not 

run for the hills, he did not hide. He did not build a bunker. He lived life. He ate meals. 

He had friendships. He had relationships with everybody he came into contact with there. 

It said there is something different about this one. Even the religious people said, “He 

teaches with an authority that we have never seen or heard before.” 

 

So by definition when it says that we are to be separated, understand that separation isn’t 

isolation. It is distinctness. It is different. It is being transformed, which leads to the 

distinction, because back in Nehemiah chapter nine it says they were to separate 

themselves from all strangers.   

 

You may be thinking in light of what I said to you about Jesus, what does that mean?  Let 

me share with you. And the examples I am going to give to you are straight from the 

Word of God, straight from the Bible. The two ways that we as the seed of God get dirt, 

the two ways that we become completely ineffective, the two ways that we become 

conformists to this world, one way is that we open up our lives and say, “World come on 

in.” The other way is we look at the world and say, “Here I come.” 

 

Here is your first biblical example and it has everything to do with this passage.  In Isaiah 

chapter 39 there is a king by the name of Hezekiah, a man who was known as righteous, a 

man who was known as godly, a man who was known to bring revival and reform, a man 

who tore down the high places and said, “We will not worship false gods. We will not 

stand for that.” At the end of his life, at the end of his days it is recorded in Isaiah chapter 

39, those who were the enemies of the people of God, those who desired to annihilate 

them, those that desired to rob them, those that desired to pillage them, he opens up the 

doors to the palace and he says, “Why don’t you come in and see everything that we have 

got. Why don’t you develop a strategy just to destroy us?” 

 

Listen. When you give the devil an inch, he takes a football field. That is why in the book 

of Ephesians it says, “Give no ground to the devil.” 

 

See, the problem with conformity is we say, “It won’t be any problem to give him an inch 

or two.”  How about a yard or two? He can even get a first down.  It is okay. As long as 

he doesn't a touchdown we are going to be okay.  

 

And, see, what happened with Hezekiah is he said, “Okay, world, it is okay. Take an inch 

or two. Take a... it will be okay. It won’t hurt us. And what happened is the Babylonians 

just a little while later came in and they didn’t take an inch or two. The took the whole 

thing. 
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But then there was another example of this distinctiveness, of being separated. 

Sometimes it is not letting the world into our lives, it is peeking out the windows of our 

world and saying, “That looks entertaining. That looks curious. I wonder if it would hurt 

me. Surely it wouldn’t be too bad if I just stuck my toe in that area.” 

 

Specifically here it says all strangers. Now I tease you all the time. You know what the 

Greek word for all is, right? All.  Not most, not some, not a few.  Later on in the book of 

Nehemiah 13:26 just in the middle of wrapping things up, there is this allusion to the 

person who we know as Solomon, the person who built the temple, the seed of David, 

that man whom was known for his wisdom, that man when you read the book of 

Ecclesiastes knew how to live this thing called life. 

 

But do you know what happened in Solomon’s life? This man who was godly, this man 

who was wise, this man who was known world wide for how he thought and how he 

lived?  He looked out the windows of his palace and he wasn’t satisfied, as the book of 

Proverbs says, with the wife of his youth. He decided that he would go on an exploration 

and he would find anybody and everybody of the female gender that appealed to him. He 

made them his wives. He made them his concubines. 

 

Do you know what the Bible says the problem was? That he began to adopt their idols 

and their false worship.  See? When we open the window and say, “Well, it surely won’t 

hurt me.  It is not that big a deal. Why is everybody making such a fuss about this?” 

 

Because what happens on the other side is we adopt the philosophies. We adopt the 

theologies and we end up thinking what did Romans 12:2 say? Transformed by the 

renewing of your mind.  You begin thinking like the world and what happens is you start 

living like the world. The issue, our issue as the people of Jesus Christ, saved by the 

blood of Jesus is we need to live a life not of conformity. Folks it is time to be a rebel. It 

is time to live a life of distinction and separation. Do not go build a bunker and do not run 

to the hills. It means leaving this place and taking the sign on the exit seriously. You are 

now entering the mission field. You are the seed. The world is the dirt. 

 

Sometimes we let the world in. Sometimes we go to it, which leads to the final thing that 

they bring up here in this passage. They have confessed the fact that they are distinct and 

they are different, that their identity is a seed. They have recognized that they need to 

separate themselves, no longer living according to the course of the world. And the third 

thing is this.  There are some instructions given. There are some details of how we are to 

live life and you will notice in verse three it says they stood up in their place, they read in 

the book of the law of the Lord their God one fourth part of the day. Let me give you the 

definitions of the instructions for how to live life. Now listen.  This is radical thinking. I 

mean, this is modern day, 21st century hippie theology. Are you ready for this? This is 

radical. Did you know that the instructions, the litmus, the test for living life is not found 

in higher education.  It is not found on the media networks. Help me. It is found in this 

book that we call the Bible.  
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Now I know you all pick on me a lot for being from Texas and so I understand that. It 

means I have got a lot of flaws and a lot of things to work on.  I know that.  But there is a 

great practical theologian, I said, practical, not biblical, practical theologian who lives in 

Texas named Dr. Phil.  And he has got a great statement. He says, “So how is that one 

working for you?”  

 

Let me ask you a question when you look at your culture. How is it working for us?  We 

tried living according to the experts. We tried living according to whoever, wherever, 

however and whatever form of leadership. What has it gotten us?  

 

Do you know the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over and over 

again and expecting different results?  The instructions. They did not say, “Nehemiah, 

Ezra, go find the professors. We need help.” They didn’t say, “God, go get the 

politicians. Boy, that is going to help us.” Lord, help them.  

 

Do you know what they said?  Go get the Word of God.  And even though it is different 

from what the world says,  even though it is drastically in opposition to, one thing said 

for three hours they listened to it read. And after they heard it read, they confessed.  

 

Let me share with you if what I have just shared with you is difficult for you to grasp or it 

is hard for you to understand, I want you to know. I have been there before. There were 

days in my life, about 20 years ago, so to speak, where I decided to go on an expedition. I 

decided to be brave. I decided that it was time for  me to live this thing called life and I 

would put the Bible kind of on the side for a moment and decide: Does the world know 

better how to live this thing called life?   

 

Now I want you to know I was a believer in Jesus Christ. If you had asked me at any 

point in those four years if tonight were the night you were going to die, what would 

happen to you? I would say, “I will step through the pearly gates of a place called 

heaven.” 

 

They said, “Why?” 

 

I would say, “Not because I am good enough or smart enough, but because Jesus Christ 

shed his blood for me. And I believe that he is my Savior because I am a messed up 

person.” 

 

Listen. I was a believer.  I believed in a mount called Calvary. I believed that Jesus Christ 

was my Savior. But do you know what I did?  I started listening to the voices.  I started 

listening to the media. I started listening to the world and I started thinking, you know, 

maybe they have got this thing called life figured out better than God does. And 

gradually, step by step, day by day for a few years of my life I started putting the Bible 

more to the side. Do you know what happens when you do that? Finally the Lord comes 

down one day with a two by four and he bumps you, I came to one of those moments and 

some of you have heard this story before, but it won’t hurt you to hear it again.  I was on 

the second floor of my apartment. There was a bunch of guys that lived there. So don’t 
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get impressed. It wasn’t the Taj Mahal. It was nasty. Trust me. I am on the second floor 

where my bedroom was. It was spring break.  All my friends were at beaches and having 

fun and I was in turmoil because I was trying to make this decision. How do I live life?  

What do I believe about science? What do I believe about politics? What do I believe 

about handling money? What do I believe about how to have a relationship? What do I 

believe about all that stuff?  

 

And that day on spring break in that apartment I got down on my knees and I had an old 

King James Bible in my hand and I said, “Okay, God, here is the deal. I quit. You win.  

Whatever this book says, if somebody, anybody, I don’t care how smart they are, says 

that this book is wrong and they are right, I choose you, not them. If anything I want to 

do in life, if anything I desire in life—we are going to speak more to that next week—

somehow goes against what this says, I lose, and you win.” 

 

Twenty years later you ask me: How did that test go?  He hasn’t been wrong yet.  

 

Now listen. There has been a lot of times where I have read something and have said, 

“Now God, is that really what you meant? Come on, God. Do you realize that everybody 

is going to laugh at us? Do you realize everybody is going to laugh at me? That is crazy.”   

 

God says, “Try me.” 

 

Every time he has been right. So when we define what our instructions are, do I believe 

in education?  Sure.  Do I believe in all those other entities I named? Sure.  I think we 

need to be impactful.   We need to be a light in a dark world. Do you understand this is 

our manual? This is our instructions.  And when we get back to this we will get back to 

being the seed that God has called us to be. That is the definition.   

 

So what is the distinction? What made them so different?  I want you to notice what they 

did in the beginning of verse three.  They stood up.   

 

Now that may not seem like a big deal to you, but it is.  In the midst of the entire world 

that is around us, they stood up. 

 

I remember when I was in college. There was a group of students on campus who had a t-

shirt made up. It said, “If you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything.” And 

it is time that the people of God stood up. 

 

Now I didn’t say fight.  Who did the fighting for the Israelites? When they went into the 

Promised Land, did they have to lift a sword? No.  The Lord took the walls of Jericho and 

knocked them down. When Jesus Christ returns one day in Revelation chapter 19 we are 

the army behind him, but how do I read the story?  He takes care of all the dirty work for 

us.  When they went through the Red Sea, when they crossed from slavery into freedom, 

who parted the water.  Did Moses and everybody get together and blow at the same time? 

No.  God just took care of it. 
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And so it says when they stood, when they were distinct, when their lives were different 

from what was around them, they are recognizing God can do this.  

 

The best example I can give you, I will go back to the sport of football, what we know as 

the goal line stance. It is the perfect example for where you and I are today. If you as a 

child of God, a person who believes in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, when you 

walk off this campus today, when you listen to the news, when you read the reports, are 

you like me or am I the only one who feels like I am backed up against my own goal line 

and the world has got 99 yards. I feel like that some days.   

 

Do you know what happens in football on a goal line stance? The defense realizes that 

the other team only has to go maybe six inches, nine inches or a yard at most. There are 

11 players on defense.  Typically they take eight, nine or 10 of them. It is called putting 

them in the box.  They put them all down on the line of scrimmage. Everybody has one 

objective. Go forth.  Everybody has one objective.  Do not let that ball cross this line.   

 

If you have ever been to a football game in person or if you have seen one on TV, I am 

convinced that the one single solitary thing that gets an offense more excited than 

anything else is when their defense gets down on the goal line and it is first and goal. It is 

first and goal with a yard to go. The offense is getting ready to go out. Why? Because 

they are going to be kicked off to.  They are going to score another six and hopefully with 

an extra point seven points. They are getting ready. The team, the offense runs a play and 

the defense stifles them. It is second down and it is going.  And there is almost this 

attitude on the bench of can they pull this off? They try a pass out on the side and it goes 

incomplete and all of the sudden now it is third and goal and the offense begins to get 

excited because they think rather than going out seven points down we may get to go at 

having not been defeated at all. 

 

Third down comes. They run it up the middle to no gain and it is fourth and one.   

 

If you have ever been in that environment, particularly in a college environment, there is 

nothing like it. The emotions are there.  And then the play begins and if you have ever 

seen this happen it is one of the most incredible things you will ever see.  The offense 

hands the ball off to the running back. He goes up the middle, around the side. It doesn’t 

matter how he does it, but some line backer, some defensive lineman, some safety, 

whoever it is, comes and before the ball crosses the line he is stopped. Those 350 pound 

defensive linemen are jumping around like ballerinas. They are excited. They quarterback 

is hugging the center. Everybody is excited. Why?  Because they stood up. They no 

longer let the enemy get another foothold in their game. And guess what, folks? As the 

people of Jesus Christ, as the Church of Jesus Christ, it is time to stand.  


