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Leviticus 11:1–47 

Does God Really Care about Eating? 
April 14, 2013 

Sermon Outline 
Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon (Your King is who you obey) 
B. Modern Societies Dilemma 

Tim Keller quoted Jonathan Haidt  “Religion can make you less 
selfish but it makes you more tribal.” 
“Religion can create haughtiness" 
 

II. Review 
A. Clean & Unclean (Lev. 12-15; See Insert) 
B. Clean & Unclean Animals for Food 

1. Why where some creatures “clean” and 
others “unclean”? (Last week’s sermon) 

2. How did these laws teach & protect 
Israel? 
a. Holiness is the Key Idea 

Leviticus 11:44a 

For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves 

therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. 

 

Key Idea 
God’s dietary laws were meant to teach his people 

that they were completely set apart from other nations 

for God’s special use. 

 

b. The effect of sin on all creation  
(Cf. Romans 8:19–23) 

c. The holiness of God 
Leviticus 15:31 
31

 “Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate 

from their uncleanness, lest they die in their 

uncleanness by defiling my tabernacle that is in their 

midst.”  
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III. How do these Laws Help us Understand the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ? 
A. Israel was Set Apart as Holy to Highlight the 

Coming of God’s Appointed Savior/King 
John 4:22 (Parallel Instruction) 
You worship what you do not know; we worship what 

we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  
 

B. The Point of Highlighting the Coming of 
Jesus is to Bless All Nations through Him! 

Acts 10:15 

And the voice came to him again a second time, 

“What God has made clean, do not call common.”  
 

Acts 10:28 
28

 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how 

unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit 

anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that 

I should not call any person common or unclean.  

 

IV. These Laws also Help us Understand the Effect 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Key Idea 
God’s dietary laws for his New Covenant people 

teach us that we are completely set apart for God’s 

special use. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19b–20 

You are not your own, 
20

 for you were bought with a 

price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

A. The Ritual Holiness Points to Real Holiness 
1 Peter 1:13–19  
13

 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 

sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that 

will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
14

 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 

passions of your former ignorance, [Peter cites Lev. 11…] 
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15
 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in 

all your conduct, 
16

 since it is written, “You shall be 

holy, for I am holy.” 
17

 And if you call on him as Father who judges 

impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct 

yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 
18

 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile 

ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 

perishable things such as silver or gold, 
19

 but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 

blemish or spot. 

 

D. God Cares about Eating! (Not what but why) 
1. We eat  for God (unselfish, humble) 

Romans 14:6b 
…The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 

he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, 

abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to 

God.  

2. …And For others 
Romans 14:14–15 
14

 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that 

nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for 

anyone who thinks it unclean. 
15

 For if your brother is 

grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking 

in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for 

whom Christ died. 

 

3. Watch out for self-righteousness!  
a. Do we keep the rules to think well of 

ourselves? 
b. Does our rule keeping lead us to look 

down on others? 
 

E. For a Christian to Eat for God’s glory… 
1. Eat with Thanksgiving! 
2. Serve Jesus not Food 
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Proverbs 23:20–21 
20

 Be not among drunkards or among gluttonous eaters 

of meat, 
21

 for the drunkard and the glutton will come to 

poverty, and slumber will clothe them with rags. 

 

3. Eat or Don’t Eat with Humility & Love 
Romans 14:4 

Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of 

another? It is before his own master that he stands or 

falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make him stand. 

 

Romans 14:15b–19 

...By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom 

Christ died. 
16

 So do not let what you regard as good 

be spoken of as evil. 
17

 For the kingdom of God is not 

a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness 

and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
18

 Whoever 

thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved 

by men. 
19

 So then let us pursue what makes for peace 

and for mutual upbuilding. 

 

Key Idea 
God’s dietary laws for his New Covenant people 

teach us that we are completely set apart for God’s 

special use. (i.e. We are to eat or not eat in order to 

honor Jesus and to love our neighbors.) 

 

God cares about why we do everything! 


