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Judges 2:10 (NASB) “All that generation [the generation of Joshua] also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose 
another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.”  
 
Judges 17:6 (NASB) “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.”  
 
Judges 21:25 (NASB) “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  
 
Proverbs 29:18a (NASB) “Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained.”  
 
Proverbs 29:18a (ESV) “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint.” 
 
Proverbs 29:18a (KJV) “Where there is no vision, the people perish…” 
 
I.       The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Inexplicable in Its Effect (1:22) 
 

philos—brotherly love; the love of family and friends  
 

agape—love tied to sacrifice; sacrificial love.  
 
 
Romans 5:5 (NASB) “And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God [agape love] has been poured out within 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  
 
 
Matthew 5:47 (CSB) “And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing out of the ordinary? Don’t even the Gentiles 
do the same?”  
 
 
John 13:35 (NASB) “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 
 
II.      The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Incorruptible in Its Essence (1:23) 
 

Romans 1:23 (NASB) “And [they] exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man 
and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.”  
 
“Man builds his sculptures, his buildings, his memorials, but soon the mossy fingers of time and the foul breath of decay 
tear it all down.”                                                                                                                                              —Adrian Rogers  
 
“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me. It has feet, it runs after me. It has hands, it lays hold of me.”                   —Martin Luther 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NASB) “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as 
far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 
 
 
James 1:18 (NASB) “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first 
fruits among His creatures.” 
  
John 11:26 (NASB) “And everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 



III.     The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Indestructible Before Its Enemies (1:24-25) 
 
 

Psalms 119:89 (NASB) “Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.”    
 
 
IV.      The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Indispensable in Its Edifying (2:1-3) 
 

John 8:31-32 (NASB) 31 “So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you continue in My word, then you 
are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’” 
 
Job 23:12 (NASB) “I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than 
my necessary food.” 
  
A. Negatives That Exclude Growth (v. 1) 

 
       1.   Malice—Malice is the desire to inflict pain; it usually involves holding of to bitterness or grudges. 
 
       2.   Deceit—This speaks of underhanded dealings, dishonesty, ulterior motives, or craftiness. 
 
       3.   Hypocrisy—This is one who is acting a part; acting like who they are not. 
 
       4.   Envy—Resentful discontent, desiring what others have.  
 
       5.   Slander—Conversation that tears down; to intentionally run another person down verbally. 
 
    
B.   Nourishment That Enables Growth (2:2-3) 
    
      Psalms 34:8 (NASB) “O taste and see that the Lord is good; how joyful is the man who takes refuge in Him!” 
 

 

Sermon 5:  The Living and Enduring Word of God 

1 Peter 1:22 – 2:3 

   Without a doubt, one of the darkest times in Israel’s history was the approximate 400 years 
called the time of the Judges. The time of the Judges was that time between when Joshua led the 
Israelites to take the land God had given them and when the first King (Saul) was chosen. In 
summary, it was 400 years of upheaval, chaos, immorality, and instability. The generation that 
saw the miraculous works of God in the supernatural stopping of the Jordan River as the people 
walked across into the promised land, the destruction of the wall around Jericho and the victory 
after victory over the enemies of God as they fled was in the past. There was now a new 
generation who didn’t know Moses or Joshua or for the most part, the God of Moses and Joshua. 
We read in Judges 2:10: “All that generation [the generation of Joshua] also were gathered to 
their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet 
the work which He had done for Israel.” As you search the book of Judges you find the 
explanation of what happened. The same truth is given to us twice (and oh what a warning it is 
to our generation). Judges 17:6: “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what 
was right in his own eyes.” We see the same description in Judges 21:25: “In those days there 
was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  



   I submit to you that we are now living in a culture where Christian influence is almost gone. 
What you see if you are a student of the culture is a country, a people where everyone is doing 
what is right in their own eyes. We have rejected God’s standard, God’s directions revealed in the 
Bible and now it’s whatever you feel, whatever floats your boat.  

   Here is another Old Testament phrase that accurately describes our times. It is Proverbs 
29:18a: “Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained.” The ESV translation says in 
Proverbs 29:18a (ESV): “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint.” The 
better known KJV says, Proverbs 29:18a (KJV): “Where there is no vision, the people perish…” 
This “vision” or “prophetic vision” is referring to a guide, a mission for an individual or a nation. 
As we will see, that vision, is grounded in the Word of God. When any people (the people of the 
United States of America) spurn the Word of God, they will always begin “doing what is right in 
their own eyes” and that results in God removing His restraining and protective arm from that 
people. We see how far we have gone astray when we look at the decision-making mantra today 
that says, “whatever works for you.”  

   Someone described our day like this: “Everything that is not nailed down is coming loose and 
the devil is pulling up nails as fast as he can.” There could be no more pertinent word for our 
times than our text for today.  

I.  The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Inexplicable in Its Effect (1:22) 

   Peter uses two different Greek words for “love”. First, he uses philos which is brotherly love, 
the love of family and friends. The second word he uses is agape which is love tied to sacrifice – 
sacrificial love. While non-believers can experience and give brotherly love, only true Christians 
can know and give this sacrificial love. Romans 5:5: “and hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God [agape love] has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.” This real love – the love people are longing for is given by the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in those who have been born again, and only in those who have been born again.  

   To the world, the genuine love that believers can have for one another is inexplicable – no 
explanation. Does your life of love mystify your co-workers? Have you ever wondered why God 
allows you to be mistreated or overlooked or misunderstood? One of the main reasons is that He 
is giving you an opportunity to demonstrate inexplicable love that will open doors for you to 
share where this love comes from. The world has heard of this God who is love, but they also 
need to see this “God kind of love” demonstrated in everyday life. Jesus said in Matthew 5:47 
(CSB): “And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing out of the ordinary? Don’t even 
the Gentiles do the same?” This truth is revolutionary in understanding why God allows His 
children to go through life often being treated unjustly and unfairly. This is our opportunity to 
shine, to shine forth true love, inexplicable love to a world that can’t produce it because God has 
a monopoly on it.  

   When we have heard and believed the living and enduring Word of God that tells us that we 
are partakers of God’s supernatural love, we trust the Holy Spirit who lives in us to produce that 
inexplicable love. John 13:35: “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” b What does this say about church fusses and church splits?  

II.  The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Incorruptible in Its Essence (1:23) 

   Let’s make sure that we understand that word “seed”. “Seed” speaks of source of life. 
Everything that comes to life in the created order begins with a seed. However, nothing in the 



material world has the capacity to produce spiritual or eternal life. Only God can do that! His 
seed is “incorruptible” or “imperishable” in some translations. The Greek word means “not 
capable of corruption”. It is used of God in Romans 1:23: “and [they] exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed 
animals and crawling creatures.” Everything tied to this world has in it the seeds of corruption. 
Adrian Rogers said it well: “Man builds his sculptures, his buildings, his memorials, but soon the 
mossy fingers of time and the foul breath of decay tear it all down.” [Adrian Rogers] But the seed 
of the new birth is imperishable or incorruptible. How did that incorruptible, imperishable seed 
come to us? It was through the “living and enduring word of God.” I know that is deep, but it’s 
worth going down deep for this glorious truth.   

   Another interesting word here is “living”. The Greek word Zao means not only living but 
causing to live. The Word of God has spiritual life, but it is also the instrument of giving life. 
Martin Luther said, “The Bible is alive, it speaks to me. It has feet, it runs after me. It has hands, 
it lays hold of me.” [Illustrations, Green, page 35] That is what we see in Hebrews 4:12: “For the 
word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as 
the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.” 

   The work of the Word of God is the new birth. James 1:18: “In the exercise of His will He 
brought us forth [chose to give us birth, NIV] by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of 
first fruits among His creatures.”  

   When we were conceived physically, the seed was corrupt. There was death and decay in it 
tracing back to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. My father and mother died. One day fairly 
soon if the Lord hasn’t returned, I will die. Our physical birth was through corruptible seed. We 
physically are in a continued state of corruption. A while back, I was looking for something in a 
drawer and saw my University of Tennessee ID card from the late 1960’s. I am corrupted! Ah, 
but Jesus made it possible for me to have a second birth, a new birth, a birth from above. In that 
birth, there is no corruption, there is no dying. My body will die, but the new me, the one in 
union with Jesus Christ will never corrupt or die. It is “…imperishable, that is, through the living 
and enduring word of God.” That is what Jesus meant in John 11:26: “and everyone who lives 
and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” Do you? I do! The flesh will corrupt and 
die, flesh cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. That new us in Christ will never die.  

   In physical death, the body dies and is buried and returns to the elements of the earth from 
which it was made. But because of Christ’s payment on the cross and God’s affirmation of the 
total adequacy and His acceptance of the payment when He raised our Lord from the dead, we 
know that we who are in Christ will live again and see not just existence beyond the grave, but 
life that is so much greater that this life that they are impossible to even compare.  

III.  The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Indestructible before Its Enemies 
(1:24-25) 

   The Word of God cannot be destroyed. Psalms 119:89: “Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled 
in heaven.” Peter quotes here from Isaiah 40:6-8. He contrasts God’s Word to human bodies 
and the grass and flowers of the field. Think of all the heroes of history who are all gone from 
this earth. Isaiah uses the example of flowers. Think of the times that you bought someone 
flowers and how beautiful they were. But what happened? They wither and the pedals fall off. I 
remember when Kathy’s mother and father in their later years had a picture taken and had it in 
a nice frame. When my father in law looked at it, he said something like this, “When a rose has 



faded, you don’t take a picture of it.” In contrast to faded flowers and brown grass, the Word of 
God never changes; it endures forever!  

   Satan through evil men has always tried to destroy the Word of God, but he has never 
succeeded! Armies and governments have tried to stamp it out, but they have failed. The Roman 
Emperor Diocletian in 303 A.D. declared that all copies of Scripture would be destroyed and the 
people who loved God’s word would be destroyed. Many copies of the Scripture were burned, 
and many Christians were killed. But Diocletian overestimated his success. He had a Roman 
column erected over a burned Bible and put this caption on the column: “Extinct is the name 
Christian”. Ah, but Diocletian died. The next Emperor was Constantine. In just ten years the 
insignia on the Roman shield was changed from a pagan symbol to a cross with a caption that 
said, “In this sign conquer.”  

   When the armies and rulers couldn’t destroy the word of God, Satan tried to destroy it using 
the minds and writings of intelligent men. An example was the French philosopher and writer, 
Voltaire. Before his death in 1799, Voltaire said, “One hundred years from now, there will not be 
a Bible in the earth save as antiquarian curiosity.” But just a few years after his death, the 
Geneva Bible Society had procured the printing presses used to print Voltaire’s attacks against 
the Bible and used these same presses to print Bibles.  

IV.  The Living and Enduring Word of God Is Indispensable in Its Edifying (2:1-
3) 

   Notice that chapter 2 of 1 Peter begins with the word, “Therefore.” What is our rule regarding 
that word? When you see a therefore, find out what it’s there for. The chapter divisions aren’t 
inspired (they were added much later after the Bible was written and distributed). Here is the 
emphasis in this passage: In light of the inexplicable effect of the Bible, the incorruptibility of the 
Bible, and the indestructibility of the Bible, we ought take whatever action is necessary to pour 
in it into our lives, know its content, memorize it, meditate on it, and as Charles Spurgeon said 
that we should be so full of the Bible that when we are cut, we will bleed “bible-ine”. Love for and 
delight in the Bible has always marked God’s true people. In fact, delighting in God’s Word is 
one of the marks of a true Christian. John 8:31-32: “So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had 
believed Him, ‘If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’”  I love what Job said about God’s revelation in            
Job 23:12: “I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His 
mouth more than my necessary food.” The longest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 119 with its 176 
verses is all about the importance of God’s Word.  

   Let’s focus on God’s Word and the growth that it accomplishes. 

A.  Negatives That Exclude Growth (v. 1) 

   These sins are spiritual appetite killers. The phrase, “putting aside” means to rid yourself of 
something once for all; to put it off like putting off an old smelly garment. What do we need to 
put aside? 

1.   Malice – Malice is the desire to inflict pain; it usually involves holding on to bitterness or 
grudges. 

2.   Deceit – This speaks of underhanded dealings, dishonesty, ulterior motives, or craftiness. 

3.   Hypocrisy – This is one who is acting a part; acting like who they are not. 



4.   Envy – Resentful discontent, desiring what others have.  

5.   Slander – Conversation that tears down; to intentionally run another person down verbally. 

   These sins rob us of our appetite for God’s Word. If you profess to be born again and no 
hunger, no desire for the Word of God, examine yourself very intensely. Root out, confess, any 
malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, or slander.  

B.  Nourishment That Enables Growth (2:2-3) 

   It is interesting that the phrase “long for” is an imperative, a command. The phrase means 
intense yearning or longing for something. How do you command someone to intensely long for 
something? The key is in the comparison He uses. He compares it to an infant’s longing for milk. 
If you’ve been born of God and you get rid of those things that kill the appetite, this longing, 
then this desire returns. Check out what is killing your appetite for God and His Word. It may be 
TV, movies, or reading the wrong books.  

Conclusion 

   I proclaim to you good news today. You can be born again; you can get a new start. If you know 
Christ, I can proclaim to you with confidence that you need to draw very close to the Lord and, 
as you do that, zero in on His goodness and greatness. Psalm 34:8 is worth memorizing.  

   Psalms 34:8: “O taste and see that the Lord is good; How joyful is the man who takes refuge in 
Him!”  

   

NASB (New American Standard Bible)   

All scripture taken from the NASB unless otherwise indicated. 

Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible, © Copyright 1960, 1962, 1968, 1971, 
1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. 

Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

 
 


