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SCRIPTURE: Mark 4:1-20 

SERMON: Hear the Parable of the Sower!                03 April 2011 
 

 

INTRODUCTION: GOOD FRUIT IS OBEDIENCE (Mt.13:23,8; 12:50; 7:16f,21f /Col.1:10; Gal.5:22f) 
 

  I. MOMENTUM INTO EXPLANATION 
A. NARRATION OF SOWER (Mt.13:1-9; Mk.4:1-9; Lk.8:4-8) 

1. bad soils: sown and not germinate; germinate and not grow; grow and not bear fruit 

2. good soils: sown and germinate and grow and bear much good fruit 
 

B. EXPLANATION OF PARABLES (Mt.13:10-17; Mk.4:10-12; Lk.8:9,10) 

1. bad soils: hear and not hear; see and not see (nature; Mt.13) 

2. good soils: ears that hear; eyes that see (grace; Mt.13:11; Mk.4:11; Lk.8:10; see Acts 11:18; Eph.2:5-10) 
 

C. EXPLANATION OF SOWER (Mt.13:18-23; Mk.4:13-20; Lk.8:11-15) 

1. bad soils 

a. hear and not understand (Mt.13:19; see 13f) 

b. hear with joy and not persevere (Mt.13:20f; Mk.4:16f; Lk.8:13f) 

c. hear with perseverance and not obey (Mt.13:22f; Mk.4:18f; Lk.8:14f; see Mt.7:20f) 

2. good soils: hear and understand and persevere and obey (Mt.13:23; Mk.4:20; Lk.8:15; see Eph.2:5f,10) 
 

 II. EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER (Mt.13:18-23; Mk.4:13-20; Lk.8:11-15) 
 

A. SEED: WORD OF KINGDOM OF GOD (Mk.4:14; Mt.13:19; Lk.8:11 /1Th.2:13; 1Pt.1:23; Ps.33:6; Rom.10:17) 
 

B. SOILS: THE HEARTS OF HEARERS (Mt.13:19,15; Lk.8:12,15) 
 

C. PATH: HARDENED HEARTS THAT REFUSE THE WORD (Mt.13:19f; Mk.4:15f; Lk.8:12f) 

1. birds: evil one quickly snatches word out of hardened hearts (Mt.13:19; Mk.4:15; Lk.8:12; see 2Th.2:10) 

2. LESSON: use it or lose it (Mk.4:20; Jms.1:21; see Mt.13:19; 2Cor.4:2) 
 

D. ROCK: HARDENED HEARTS THAT GIVE UP THE WORD (Mt.13:20f; Mk.4:16f; Lk.8:13f) 

1. sun: persecution hardens hearts to give up word (Mt.13:21; Mk.4:17; Lk.8:13 /1Pt.4:12f,16; Mt.26:69f) 

2. LESSON: start and finish (Mt.10:22; 24:13; Acts 20:24; 2Tm.4:17; Heb.10:36) 
 

E. INFESTED: HARDENED HEARTS THAT FORGET THE WORD (Mt.13:22f; Mk.4:18f; Lk.8:14f) 

1. thorns: idols that harden hearts to forget the word (Mk.4:19; see 1Jn.2:16; see Ezk.14:3f; Hos.2:13) 

a. cares of the world (Mt.13:22; Mk.4:19; Lk.8:14; see Mt.6:25f; Lk.10:41) 

b. deceitfulness of riches (Mt.13:22; Mk.4:19; Lk.8:14; see Mt.6:19; Prov.23:4f; 1Tm.6:19f) 

c. desires for other things (Mt.13:22; Mk.4:19; Lk.8:14 /Ex.20:3; Dt.8:19; Hos.2:13; 1Jn.2:16; 5:21) 

2. LESSON: learn and remember (2Pt.2:12f; 1Cor.11:24f /Ps.119:16; 33,34; Jer.13:25; Ezk.23:35) 

 

F. GOOD: HEARTS THAT UNDERSTAND, ACCEPT & HOLD THE WORD (Mt13:23; Mk4:20; Lk8:15) 

1. good: pure & useful hearts (Lk.8:15; see Jms.3:17f) 

2. fruit (i.e., obedience, good works; Col.1:10; Gal.5:22f; Col.3:12ff) 

a. abundant (Mt.13:23; Mk.4:20; see Jn.15:8; Col.1:10) 

b. enduring (Lk.8:15) 

3. LESSON: attention and devotion (Acts 17:11; Heb.2:1; 10:21f; 2Tm.3:14f,17; 2Pt.2:12f) 

 

III. HEAR & UNDERSTAND THE SOWER! (Mt.13:18f; Mk.4:13f; Lk.8:11f; see Mt.15:10) 

A. DO YOU HAVE A HARDENED HEART? (Mk.8:17; Ps.95:8; see 2Th.2:10; Ps.119:97) 
 

B. DO YOU HAVE A HEART THAT IS PURE & USEFUL? (Lk.8:15; see Jms.3:17f) 
 

C. GET A NEW HEART & BEAR MUCH GOOD FRUIT! (Mt.13:23; 12:33 /Ps.51:10; Ezk.18:31&11:19; 36:26; 

2Cor.4:16; Col.3:10) 


