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Deuteronomy 7:17-26 

“Do Not Fear, Little Flock” 

 

17 " If you should say in your heart, 'These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?' -- 

 18 "you shall not be afraid of them, but you shall remember well what the LORD your God did to 

Pharaoh and to all Egypt: 

 19 "the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs and the wonders, the mighty hand and the 

outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you out. So shall the LORD your God do to 

all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 

 20 "Moreover the LORD your God will send the hornet among them until those who are left, who hide 

themselves from you, are destroyed. 

 21 "You shall not be terrified of them; for the LORD your God, the great and awesome God, is among 

you. 

 22 "And the LORD your God will drive out those nations before you little by little; you will be unable 

to destroy them at once, lest the beasts of the field become too numerous for you. 

 23 "But the LORD your God will deliver them over to you, and will inflict defeat upon them until they 

are destroyed. 

 24 "And He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you will destroy their name from under 

heaven; no one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. 

 25 "You shall burn the carved images of their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that 

is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to the LORD 

your God. 

 26 "Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like it. 

You shall utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, for it is an accursed thing. 

 

If I were to ask you what is the greatest enemy of God’s people in any time and place, you might be 

able to come up with a variety of different candidates, Idolatry and unfaithfulness for instance, which 

is warned against in this passage, sloth and laziness, some would identify the powers and principalities 

that wage war against us, but the enemy that is with us, afflicting us, turning us aside from duty at all 

times has been fear. Fear of men and anxiety for the future. We forget what the Lord has Done, and 

what the Lord has promised, and we look about us and only see the armies of the world, the flesh and 

the devil pressing in on every side. Whenever we try to walk by sight and not by faith, fear inevitably 

afflicts us. 

 

In that sense we become like the servant of Elisha in 2 Kings 6:15 And when the servant of the man 

of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. 

And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" 

 16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them." 
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 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the LORD 

opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and 

chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
 

The Israelites on the verge of Canaan know that the Land across the Jordan is filled with good things 

and that the Lord has told them to go in and possess them. But they also know that it is filled with 

hostile and warlike armies and cities and people more numerous and well-armed than themselves. 

They are a small people, a weak people by comparison, but here God exhorts them in the midst of their 

anxiety just as later Jesus was to exhort his own followers to remember the promises of God and be 

anxious for nothing: 

 

Luke 12:32 "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
 

In fact Christ told us that the only fear the we should have is not the fear of death or the fear of men, 

but the fear of the Lord. 

Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear 

Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 

What folly is this fear of men, when they consider that the real God who created heaven and earth is 

with them. He tells them remember: Egypt had been the great superpower in the region and they had 

been its slaves for 400 years! If they will but trust Him he will deal with the Canaanite kings as handily 

as he did Pharoah and his armies. This is an argument from the greater to the lesser. These Canaanites 

who seem so impressive are nothing compared to God. 

 

He will be with them, and he will fight for them, sending the Hornet before them to drive out their 

enemies. Incidentally, one of the things that drives me crazy are the people who call any stinging insect 

“bees”. Bees are the fuzzy little black and white critters that make honey, the can sting you and it hurts 

but they can only sting once and they die. Wasps on the other hand… Then there are Hornets, 

essentially the Anakim or giants of the Wasps. 

 

Hornet analogy – panic and flight of their armies. They had been chased as if by Deut. 1:44 "And the 

Amorites who dwelt in that mountain came out against you and chased you as bees do, and drove 
you back from Seir to Hormah. It is possible though that this is speaking literally, and that the Lord 

who was able to use lice, flies, and locusts in the destruction of Egypt will use swarms of Hornets to 

drive out the Canaanites.  

 

Swarm of Wasps on the Golf Course… 

 

They will conquer not because they have iron chariots, or more men, or better training. They will 

conquer because the Lord is in their midst. 

 

The war they were about to embark upon was not to be immediate, and the Lord wants them to know 

that lest they become discouraged by its length as men are prone to do. The Lord would bring them 

great victories followed by the process of gradually clearing out the nations that remained in the Land. 

 

Gradually they would inhabit the land, little by little, less the land go wild again. This will allow them 

to grow to a size where they are able to inhabit the whole land. It is His good pleasure to give them as 

he said in Deut. 6:10-11 “large and beautiful cities which you did not build, "houses full of all good 
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things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which 
you did not plant” not the equivalent of an episode of Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, miles and 

miles of arid scrub covered in Lions, bears, and dangerous animals. 

 

Far from being a cause of terror. These kings who seem so great and mighty, shall be destroyed so 

utterly that not even their names will be remembered amongst men. They and their cities shall be 

erased.  

 

As in Iraq, it is not the first part of the war with the big battles though that would be the most 

dangerous, it was what would come later. In this case though, the thing that would ambush and trap the 

people and destroy their will to fight would be idolatry and syncretism. 

 

Idolatry is a snare,  

 

The Lord emphasizes, if you worship what they worship, if you become as they are you too will 

become doomed to destruction, you shall become under the ban as well, and thus you shall make the 

God who fights for you today your enemy. You shall bring the curse down on your own heads. 

 

More than anything else he warns them against idolatry because he abominates it and because it is the 

gateway to all kinds of corruption. 

 

“The seriousness with which Deuteronomy treats idolatry and the insidious nature of idolatry’s 

enticement for God’s people call for a more reflective and realistic treatment for the modern 

missiological context than is usually offered in many discussions of the question of world religions.” 

– David Wright 
 

Romans 1:22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man -- and 

birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 

 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their 

bodies among themselves, 

 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than 

the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. 
 

God abominates idols so much that he didn’t even want them to touch the metal that the idols had been 

made out of. 

 

Applications: 

 

1) The Kings and Empires of the Earth that seem so fearful and so often array themselves against God 

and His People, shall in the end be no more than dust.  

 

Ozymandius –  

 

I met a traveler from an antique land 

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 

Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand, 
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Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whos frown, 

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 

The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed; 

 

And on the pedestal these words appear: 

"My name is Ozymandius, king of kings: 

Look on my words, ye Mighty, and despair!" 

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay 

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare 

The lone and level sands stretch far away. 

 

The great empires of Egypt, Babylon , Persia, Greece and even Rome the Eternal City are Gone, even 

Great Britain which ruled the waves and once seemed so mighty, is no longer great, the American 

empire will not be the first exception to this rule. So  3 Do not put your trust in princes, Nor in a son of 

man, in whom there is no help. 

 

There is only one Kingdom that shall forever, Nebuchadnezzar dreamt of that Kingdom – “44 "And in 

the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 

the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 

and it shall stand forever.” 

 

2) Do not be impatient in the midst of the spiritual battle we are in the middle of: We are an immediate 

gratification people, we want fast food, sound bites, and instant gratification. But brothers and sisters it 

is almost never the Lord’s will to bring victory in immediately: 

 

“Note, We must not think that, because the deliverance of the church and the destruction of its 

enemies are not effected immediately, therefore they will never be effected. God will do his own work 

in his own method and time, and we may be sure that they are always the best. Thus corruption is 

driven out of the hearts of believers by little and little. The work of sanctification is carried on 

gradually; but that judgment will at length be brought forth into a complete victory.” – Matthew 

Henry 
 

3) What do you have to be afraid of Brothers and Sisters, why are you fearful of men and 

circumstances. Our king Christ has won the battle against death and hell and the curse of the law. He 

has won against the greater, will he allow the lesser to defeat us? He has promised to give his people 

the Kingdom, and He will not be thwarted. 

 

1 Cor. 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 


