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Pastor, Douglas Salyer 
 

KJV – Romans 3:21-31 

 

“Threefold Salvation” 

     Today’s lesson is titled a Threefold Salvation and this is one of the most foundational truths of 
the doctrine of Christ. Many people do not, cannot and will not see and be able to understand this 
basic fundamental truths of our faith.  

Romans 3:21-31 

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; 

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe: for there is no difference: 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

     We will cover the threefold plan of Salvation; we have a triune God but we also have a triune 
salvation.  

That is what I will deal with; this three-fold plan of God for man’s salvation.  
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1. Justification: 
2. Sanctification: 
3. Glorification: 

     Many people think they understand salvation, and many do. However this book is very clear.  

     In this clear and uncut doctrine without adding anything to it, and taking anything anyway from 
it; God’s three fold plan at the moment of faith in His Son, the LORD Jesus Christ is, Past, Present and 
Future. 

1. Justification – God has saved me from the penalty of Sin: 
2. Sanctification – God is saving me from the power of Sin: 
3. Glorification – God will save me from the presence of Sin: 

     You have to get all that to fully understand Salvation and grasp this fundamental doctrine. Now 
there are many people that profess and bear good fruit that don’t understand this doctrine, there 
are many that won’t understand this doctrine. Does that mean they are not saved? Well if someone 
cannot understand the entire book of Revelation, or there are different views about it does that 
mean those folks are not saved? What an absurd question. God reveals His truths through the Holy 
Spirit as He sees fit to do so, in accordance with the good pleasure of His own will. 

     And this book is not worth fighting over, but if is worth fighting for. I want to show you this 
morning, and pray to God to let the Holy Spirit teach you a little more about the threefold truths of 
salvation or this Threefold Salvation. 

1. Justification – God has saved me / past tense; from the penalty of Sin. 
2. Sanctification – God is saving me / present tense; from the power of Sin: 
3. Glorification – God will save me / future tense; from the presence of Sin: 

     The Bible speaks of Salvation in these three tenses and in the context of all these terms. This is 
why we as preachers, teachers, elders, and all the children of God need to be very careful when we 
are looking at a passage of Scripture because all of this together is the Threefold plan of Salvation. 

     Just like the triune God-head we have God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, three 
in one, all One essence yet three separate beings, three separate personalities, three distinct 
characteristics. Our Salvation is the same way, the passage of Scripture could be talking about 
Justification, Sanctification or Glorification or it could be speaking of the entire product, the 
Threefold Salvation.  

1. Justification – God has saved me / past tense; from the penalty of Sin. 

Romans 3:21-24 

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; 
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22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe: for there is no difference: 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

     This is a clear cut passage speaking of the past tense process of the current believer’s salvation 
which is Justification; Being justified freely by his grace. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     Romans’ speaks of salvation; as being justified freely by His grace and Ephesians says for by 
grace are ye saved through faith. Romans 3:22 tells us that even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: Meaning there is 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek.  

      Is this speaking of the justification of the fallen man by faith alone; In the LORD Jesus Christ 
alone; For Salvation alone, but it’s speaking of Justification. 

John 5:24 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

Romans 3:26 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

     Clear cut the past tense of the believer’s salvation which is justification.  

     Now be very, very careful with this: because what we have out there in the world today because 
of ignorance is people professing and living like the Devil and others seeing this and wanting to 
change the doctrine of justification. 

     You have heard me say this before and I’ll say it again; No root, no fruit! Amen! No root, no fruit. 

- All professors are not saved, meaning all professors are not justified. 
- All possessors are saved, meaning all possessors are justified. 

     You see your justification does not depend on your works, your deeds, the law, or your 
sanctification. But it depends upon your faith in the only one that can save; the LORD Jesus Christ.  
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Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Romans 3:26 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

     But what does the past tense of our salvation really mean, what does justification mean? 

What does justification or to be justified mean in the eyes of God concerning our Salvation? Simply 
put it means found not guilty. Counted as just in the eyes of God and once that process it completed 
by grace through faith what did Jesus say would happen in John? 

John 5:24 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

     But let’s look at the Greek verb in verse twenty-four of our text; the word passed. A past tense 
active verb, this is the passing from death unto life. Meaning to pass from one place or state to 
another, out of Spiritual death into Spiritual Life and those that have been granted this gift by the 
Grace of God is given everlasting life, and will not come into condemnation.  

     This is being right in the eyes of God; this is justification. Eternal life of Salvation is a free gift of 
God. You cannot earn it, you cannot buy it, and you cannot work for it. You must first be born again, 
to see, and then believe to receive. All by the measure of faith that God gives and the revelation of 
the truth by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel. Justified, not guilty, freed from the penalty of sin, 
not to come into condemnation, because the regenerated believer is born again. 

Saved – Past tense: Justification / Saved from the penalty of Sin. 

1. Justification – God has saved me / past tense; from the penalty of Sin. 
2. Sanctification – God is saving me / present tense; from the power of Sin: 

     Your Sanctification has nothing to do with you Justification, but your Justification has everything 
to do with your Sanctification.  

    We have been saved from the penalty of sin and made Justified, and we are now being saved from 
the power of sin and being Sanctified. If there is no evidence of Sanctification then there has been 
no Justification.  

     If you are in Christ you have justification, if you are in Christ you have been made a new creature. 
If you are in Christ you have the Holy Spirit, and there will be evidence of Sanctification. 
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John 15:5 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

     We don’t work to stay saved, because we have been passed from death unto life and shall not 
come into condemnation; but we work and serve because we are saved. We are in Christ and we 
have been made a new creature. 

     This is active present tense; which is sanctification. God is saving me from the power of Sin. 

Has saved from the penalty of Sin: Past tense – Justification. 

Is saving from the power of Sin: Present tense – Sanctification. 

Philippians 2:12 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

     There are those that would swear up and down that this verse teaches that one must work to 
keep the free gift of God’s Grace; Salvation. Friends this is the present tense speaking of 
Sanctification and not Justification. 

Romans 8:5-10 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

     Paul teaches us in Ephesians that we were once dead in our trespasses and sins, but you hath He 
quickened, made alive. Now the body is dead because of sin the Spirit is alive because of His 
righteousness, we have been passed from death unto life.  

     Now we must walk after the Spirit, because God has saved us from the penalty of Sin, and He is 
now saving us from the power of Sin. 
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Galatians 5:16-18 

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the 
one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 

     Friends this is present tense Sanctification; God working in us through the Holy Spirit towards 
Sanctification.  

Romans 8:11-17 

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together. 

1. Justification – God has saved me / past tense; from the penalty of Sin. 
2. Sanctification – God is saving me / present tense; from the power of Sin: 
3. Glorification – God will save me / future tense; from the presence of Sin: 

     This is the final product of Salvation; Glorification – God will save me / future tense; from the 
presence of Sin. 

     If God has justified you, He is working on sanctifying you, and one day He will glorify you. This is 
the promise of the Blessed Hope that the regenerated believer in Christ has.  

Ephesians 1:11-14 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
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12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory. 

     The final state of Glorification; future tense is the earnest of our inheritance. We will receive this 
at the redemption of the purchased possession. Which is the translation of the Church, or the 
“Rapture.” What He bought and paid for with His own blood. 

     Ephesians chapter two , Paul tells us that even when we were yet dead in our sins, He hath 
quicken us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved;)  

     He has raised us up together, and made us to sit together in Heavenly places in Christ Jesus;  

     You see you were saved to be justified so that He can sanctify because He will glorify.  

Ephesians 2:7 

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. 

     Why has He justified, why is He sanctifying? And why will He Glorify? So He can show off His 
trophies of Grace, for His honor and for His glory. 

1. Justification – God has saved me / past tense; from the penalty of Sin. 
2. Sanctification – God is saving me / present tense; from the power of Sin: 
3. Glorification – God will save me / future tense; from the presence of Sin: 

     God has saved us; past tense from the penalty of sin. Passed from death unto life and shall not 
come into condemnation. Justification – Not guilty! 

     God is saving us; present tense from the power of sin. There let not sin reign in your mortal 
bodies but be lead by the Spirit; Sanctification! 

     God will save us; future tense from the presence of sin; the final state of Salvation, Glorification! 

Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
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30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 
- Your Sanctification has nothing to do with your Justification. But one cannot produce true 

sanctified works unless they have been justified. 
 

- But your Justification has everything to do with your Glorification. 

Romans 8:31 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


