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John	6:1–15	After	this	Jesus	went	away	to	the	
other	side	of	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	which	is	the	Sea	
of	Tiberias.	2	And	a	large	crowd	was	following	
him,	because	they	saw	the	signs	that	he	was	
doing	on	the	sick.	3	Jesus	went	up	on	the	
mountain,	and	there	he	sat	down	with	his	
disciples.	4	Now	the	Passover,	the	feast	of	the	
Jews,	was	at	hand.	5	Lifting	up	his	eyes,	then,	and	
seeing	that	a	large	crowd	was	coming	toward	
him,	Jesus	said	to	Philip,	“Where	are	we	to	buy	
bread,	so	that	these	people	may	eat?”	6	He	said	
this	to	test	him,	for	he	himself	knew	what	he	
would	do.	7	Philip	answered	him,	“Two	hundred	
denarii	worth	of	bread	would	not	be	enough	for	
each	of	them	to	get	a	little.”	8	One	of	his	disciples,	
Andrew,	Simon	Peter’s	brother,	said	to	him,	9	
“There	is	a	boy	here	who	has	five	barley	loaves	
and	two	fish,	but	what	are	they	for	so	many?”	10	
Jesus	said,	“Have	the	people	sit	down.”	Now	
there	was	much	grass	in	the	place.	So	the	men	
sat	down,	about	five	thousand	in	number.	11	
Jesus	then	took	the	loaves,	and	when	he	had	
given	thanks,	he	distributed	them	to	those	who	
were	seated.	So	also	the	fish,	as	much	as	they	
wanted.	12	And	when	they	had	eaten	their	fill,	he	
told	his	disciples,	“Gather	up	the	leftover	
fragments,	that	nothing	may	be	lost.”	13	So	they	
gathered	them	up	and	filled	twelve	baskets	with	
fragments	from	the	five	barley	loaves	left	by	
those	who	had	eaten.	14	When	the	people	saw	
the	sign	that	he	had	done,	they	said,	“This	is	
indeed	the	Prophet	who	is	to	come	into	the	
world!”	15	Perceiving	then	that	they	were	about	
to	come	and	take	him	by	force	to	make	him	king,	
Jesus	withdrew	again	to	the	mountain	by	
himself.	
	
I.	The	Making	of	a	Crowd	(v1-4)	
A.	The	timing	of	the	event.	
	

Mark	6:30–32	The	apostles	returned	to	Jesus	and	
told	him	all	that	they	had	done	and	taught.	31	
And	he	said	to	them,	“Come	away	by	yourselves	
to	a	desolate	place	and	rest	a	while.”	For	many	
were	coming	and	going,	and	they	had	no	leisure	
even	to	eat.	32	And	they	went	away	in	the	boat	to	
a	desolate	place	by	themselves.	
Isaiah	46:9	&	10	remember	the	former	things	of	
old;	for	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other;	I	am	God,	
and	there	is	none	like	me,	10	declaring	the	end	
from	the	beginning	and	from	ancient	times	
things	not	yet	done,	saying,	‘My	counsel	shall	
stand,	and	I	will	accomplish	all	my	purpose,’	
	
B.	The	gathering	of	the	crowd.	
	
Mark	6:33	&	34	Now	many	saw	them	going	and	
recognized	them,	and	they	ran	there	on	foot	from	
all	the	towns	and	got	there	ahead	of	them.	34	
When	he	went	ashore	he	saw	a	great	crowd,	and	
he	had	compassion	on	them,	because	they	were	
like	sheep	without	a	shepherd.	And	he	began	to	
teach	them	many	things.	
Luke	9:11	When	the	crowds	learned	it,	they	
followed	him,	and	he	welcomed	them	and	spoke	
to	them	of	the	kingdom	of	God	and	cured	those	
who	had	need	of	healing.	
John	6:26	Jesus	answered	them,	“Truly,	truly,	I	
say	to	you,	you	are	seeking	me,	not	because	you	
saw	signs,	but	because	you	ate	your	fill	of	the	
loaves.	
Matthew	7:21	“Not	everyone	who	says	to	me,	
‘Lord,	Lord,’	will	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	
but	the	one	who	does	the	will	of	my	Father	who	
is	in	heaven.	
	
C.	The	positioning	of	Jesus.	
	
Exodus	14:13	And	Moses	said	to	the	people,	
“Fear	not,	stand	firm,	and	see	the	salvation	of	the	



Lord,	which	he	will	work	for	you	today.	For	the	
Egyptians	whom	you	see	today,	you	shall	never	
see	again.	
Psalm	30:5	For	his	anger	is	but	for	a	moment,	
and	his	favor	is	for	a	lifetime.	Weeping	may	tarry	
for	the	night,	but	joy	comes	with	the	morning.	
Zechariah	4:6	Then	he	said	to	me,	“This	is	the	
word	of	the	Lord	to	Zerubbabel:	Not	by	might,	
nor	by	power,	but	by	my	Spirit,	says	the	Lord	of	
hosts.	
	
II.	The	Testing	of	the	Disciples	(v5-9)	
A.	Jesus’	view	of	the	crowd.	
	
Mark	6:34	When	he	went	ashore	he	saw	a	great	
crowd,	and	he	had	compassion	on	them,	because	
they	were	like	sheep	without	a	shepherd.	And	he	
began	to	teach	them	many	things.	
Matthew	9:35–38	And	Jesus	went	throughout	all	
the	cities	and	villages,	teaching	in	their	
synagogues	and	proclaiming	the	gospel	of	the	
kingdom	and	healing	every	disease	and	every	
affliction.	36	When	he	saw	the	crowds,	he	had	
compassion	for	them,	because	they	were	
harassed	and	helpless,	like	sheep	without	a	
shepherd.	37	Then	he	said	to	his	disciples,	“The	
harvest	is	plentiful,	but	the	laborers	are	few;	38	
therefore	pray	earnestly	to	the	Lord	of	the	
harvest	to	send	out	laborers	into	his	harvest.”	
	
B.	This	is	a	test.	
	
Mark	6:35–37	And	when	it	grew	late,	his	
disciples	came	to	him	and	said,	“This	is	a	
desolate	place,	and	the	hour	is	now	late.	36	Send	
them	away	to	go	into	the	surrounding	
countryside	and	villages	and	buy	themselves	
something	to	eat.”	37	But	he	answered	them,	
“You	give	them	something	to	eat.”	And	they	said	
to	him,	“Shall	we	go	and	buy	two	hundred	
denarii	worth	of	bread	and	give	it	to	them	to	
eat?”	
Exodus	20:20	Moses	said	to	the	people,	“Do	not	
fear,	for	God	has	come	to	test	you,	that	the	fear	of	
him	may	be	before	you,	that	you	may	not	sin.”	
Deuteronomy	8:2	And	you	shall	remember	the	
whole	way	that	the	Lord	your	God	has	led	you	
these	forty	years	in	the	wilderness,	that	he	might	
humble	you,	testing	you	to	know	what	was	in	
your	heart,	whether	you	would	keep	his	
commandments	or	not.	

1	Peter	1:6	&	7	In	this	you	rejoice,	though	now	
for	a	little	while,	if	necessary,	you	have	been	
grieved	by	various	trials,	7	so	that	the	tested	
genuineness	of	your	faith—more	precious	than	
gold	that	perishes	though	it	is	tested	by	fire—
may	be	found	to	result	in	praise	and	glory	and	
honor	at	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ.	
Malachi	3:10	Bring	the	full	tithe	into	the	
storehouse,	that	there	may	be	food	in	my	house.	
And	thereby	put	me	to	the	test,	says	the	Lord	of	
hosts,	if	I	will	not	open	the	windows	of	heaven	
for	you	and	pour	down	for	you	a	blessing	until	
there	is	no	more	need.	
2	Corinthians	9:8	And	God	is	able	to	make	all	
grace	abound	to	you,	so	that	having	all	
sufficiency	in	all	things	at	all	times,	you	may	
abound	in	every	good	work.	
Proverbs	3:5	&	6	Trust	in	the	Lord	with	all	your	
heart,	and	do	not	lean	on	your	own	
understanding.	6	In	all	your	ways	acknowledge	
him,	and	he	will	make	straight	your	paths.	
Proverbs	3:9	&	10	Honor	the	Lord	with	your	
wealth	and	with	the	firstfruits	of	all	your	
produce;	10	then	your	barns	will	be	filled	with	
plenty,	and	your	vats	will	be	bursting	with	wine.	
	
C.	An	insufficient	solution.	
	
Mark	6:38	And	he	said	to	them,	“How	many	
loaves	do	you	have?	Go	and	see.”	And	when	they	
had	found	out,	they	said,	“Five,	and	two	fish.”	
Psalm	103:1	&	2	Bless	the	Lord,	O	my	soul,	and	
all	that	is	within	me,	bless	his	holy	name!	2	Bless	
the	Lord,	O	my	soul,	and	forget	not	all	his	
benefits,	
Philippians	4:6	&	7	do	not	be	anxious	about	
anything,	but	in	everything	by	prayer	and	
supplication	with	thanksgiving	let	your	requests	
be	made	known	to	God.	7	And	the	peace	of	God,	
which	surpasses	all	understanding,	will	guard	
your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	Jesus.	
Psalm	78:11	They	forgot	his	works	and	the	
wonders	that	he	had	shown	them.	
Psalm	106:13	But	they	soon	forgot	his	works;	
they	did	not	wait	for	his	counsel.	
James	4:2	&	3	You	desire	and	do	not	have,	so	you	
murder.	You	covet	and	cannot	obtain,	so	you	
fight	and	quarrel.	You	do	not	have,	because	you	
do	not	ask.	3	You	ask	and	do	not	receive,	because	
you	ask	wrongly,	to	spend	it	on	your	passions.	
	



III.	The	Nourishing	of	the	Multitude	(v10-13)	
A.	The	miracle	of	crowd	control.	
	
Matthew	8:27	And	the	men	marveled,	saying,	
“What	sort	of	man	is	this,	that	even	winds	and	
sea	obey	him?”	
Mark	6:39	&	40	Then	he	commanded	them	all	to	
sit	down	in	groups	on	the	green	grass.	40	So	they	
sat	down	in	groups,	by	hundreds	and	by	fifties.	
Exodus	16:2	&	3	And	the	whole	congregation	of	
the	people	of	Israel	grumbled	against	Moses	and	
Aaron	in	the	wilderness,	3	and	the	people	of	
Israel	said	to	them,	“Would	that	we	had	died	by	
the	hand	of	the	Lord	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	when	
we	sat	by	the	meat	pots	and	ate	bread	to	the	full,	
for	you	have	brought	us	out	into	this	wilderness	
to	kill	this	whole	assembly	with	hunger.”	
	
B.	Order	in	the	miracle.	
	
2	Chronicles	20:20	&	21	And	they	rose	early	in	
the	morning	and	went	out	into	the	wilderness	of	
Tekoa.	And	when	they	went	out,	Jehoshaphat	
stood	and	said,	“Hear	me,	Judah	and	inhabitants	
of	Jerusalem!	Believe	in	the	Lord	your	God,	and	
you	will	be	established;	believe	his	prophets,	and	
you	will	succeed.”	21	And	when	he	had	taken	
counsel	with	the	people,	he	appointed	those	who	
were	to	sing	to	the	Lord	and	praise	him	in	holy	
attire,	as	they	went	before	the	army,	and	say,	
“Give	thanks	to	the	Lord,	for	his	steadfast	love	
endures	forever.”	
John	11:41	So	they	took	away	the	stone.	And	
Jesus	lifted	up	his	eyes	and	said,	“Father,	I	thank	
you	that	you	have	heard	me.	
Mark	6:41	And	taking	the	five	loaves	and	the	two	
fish	he	looked	up	to	heaven	and	said	a	blessing	
and	broke	the	loaves	and	gave	them	to	the	
disciples	to	set	before	the	people.	And	he	divided	
the	two	fish	among	them	all.	
	
C.	Overflowing	grace.	
	
Mark	6:42	&	43	And	they	all	ate	and	were	
satisfied.	43	And	they	took	up	twelve	baskets	full	
of	broken	pieces	and	of	the	fish.	
2	Corinthians	9:8	And	God	is	able	to	make	all	
grace	abound	to	you,	so	that	having	all	
sufficiency	in	all	things	at	all	times,	you	may	
abound	in	every	good	work.	

Ephesians	3:20	&	21	Now	to	him	who	is	able	to	
do	far	more	abundantly	than	all	that	we	ask	or	
think,	according	to	the	power	at	work	within	us,	
21	to	him	be	glory	in	the	church	and	in	Christ	
Jesus	throughout	all	generations,	forever	and	
ever.	Amen.	
1	Kings	19:4–7	But	he	himself	went	a	day’s	
journey	into	the	wilderness	and	came	and	sat	
down	under	a	broom	tree.	And	he	asked	that	he	
might	die,	saying,	“It	is	enough;	now,	O	Lord,	take	
away	my	life,	for	I	am	no	better	than	my	fathers.”	
5	And	he	lay	down	and	slept	under	a	broom	tree.	
And	behold,	an	angel	touched	him	and	said	to	
him,	“Arise	and	eat.”	6	And	he	looked,	and	
behold,	there	was	at	his	head	a	cake	baked	on	
hot	stones	and	a	jar	of	water.	And	he	ate	and	
drank	and	lay	down	again.	7	And	the	angel	of	the	
Lord	came	again	a	second	time	and	touched	him	
and	said,	“Arise	and	eat,	for	the	journey	is	too	
great	for	you.”	
Philippians	4:19	And	my	God	will	supply	every	
need	of	yours	according	to	his	riches	in	glory	in	
Christ	Jesus.	
Matthew	6:26	Look	at	the	birds	of	the	air:	they	
neither	sow	nor	reap	nor	gather	into	barns,	and	
yet	your	heavenly	Father	feeds	them.	Are	you	not	
of	more	value	than	they?	
	
IV.	The	Heartless	Response	of	the	Crowd	
(v14&15)	
A.	The	quick	assessment.	
	
Deuteronomy	18:15	“The	Lord	your	God	will	
raise	up	for	you	a	prophet	like	me	from	among	
you,	from	your	brothers—it	is	to	him	you	shall	
listen—	
John	6:26	Jesus	answered	them,	“Truly,	truly,	I	
say	to	you,	you	are	seeking	me,	not	because	you	
saw	signs,	but	because	you	ate	your	fill	of	the	
loaves.	
Romans	10:8–10	But	what	does	it	say?	“The	
word	is	near	you,	in	your	mouth	and	in	your	
heart”	(that	is,	the	word	of	faith	that	we	
proclaim);	9	because,	if	you	confess	with	your	
mouth	that	Jesus	is	Lord	and	believe	in	your	
heart	that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	will	
be	saved.	10	For	with	the	heart	one	believes	and	
is	justified,	and	with	the	mouth	one	confesses	
and	is	saved.	
Philippians	2:9–11	Therefore	God	has	highly	
exalted	him	and	bestowed	on	him	the	name	that	



is	above	every	name,	10	so	that	at	the	name	of	
Jesus	every	knee	should	bow,	in	heaven	and	on	
earth	and	under	the	earth,	11	and	every	tongue	
confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	to	the	glory	of	
God	the	Father.	
Acts	2:36	&	37	Let	all	the	house	of	Israel	
therefore	know	for	certain	that	God	has	made	
him	both	Lord	and	Christ,	this	Jesus	whom	you	
crucified.”	37	Now	when	they	heard	this	they	
were	cut	to	the	heart,	and	said	to	Peter	and	the	
rest	of	the	apostles,	“Brothers,	what	shall	we	
do?”	
	
B.	The	reaction	of	Jesus.	
	
Mark	6:45	&	46	Immediately	he	made	his	
disciples	get	into	the	boat	and	go	before	him	to	
the	other	side,	to	Bethsaida,	while	he	dismissed	
the	crowd.	46	And	after	he	had	taken	leave	of	
them,	he	went	up	on	the	mountain	to	pray.	
Romans	14:17	For	the	kingdom	of	God	is	not	a	
matter	of	eating	and	drinking	but	of	
righteousness	and	peace	and	joy	in	the	Holy	
Spirit.	


