- ITHE CANONS OF DORDT (1619}
First Head of Doctrine (Divine Election and Reprobation)
REJECTION OF ERRORS

Leader: The true doctrine concerning election and reprobation having been
explained, the Synod rejects the errors of those:
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Who teach: That God, simply by virtue of His righteous will, did not
decide either to leave anyone in the fall of Adam and in the common
state of sin and condemmation, or to pass anyone by in the

.communication of grace which is necessary for faith and conversion.

People: For this is firmly decreed: He hath mercy on whom he will, and
whom he will he hardeneth (Rom. 9:18). And also this: Unto you it is
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not
given (Matt. 13:11). Likewise: I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that thou didst hide these things from the wise and understanding, and
didst reveal them unto babes; yea, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in thy

sight (Matt. 11:25, 26).
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Leader: Who teach: That the reason why God sends the gospel to one
people rather than to another is not merely and solely the good pleasure of
God, but rather the fact that one people is better and worthier than another to
which the gospel is not communicated.

People: For this Moses denies, addressing the people of Israel as follows:
Behold, unto Jehovah thy God belongeth heaven and the heaven of heavens,
the earth, with all that is therein. Only Jehovah had a delight in thy fathers
to love them, and He chose their seed after them, even you above all
peoples, as at this da(Deut. 10:14, 15). And Christ said: Woe unto thee,
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done
in Tyre and Sidon which were done in you, they would have repented long

ago in sackcloth and ashes (Matt. 11:21).

' The Synod rejects the error that God did not pass by any men and thus leave them in their

| state of condemnation.
2 The Synod rejects the error that certain nations are better than others and therefore God
! shows grace to them and excludes others.



