
Title:  Christ is Risen Indeed!
Scripture:  Revelation 21:1-8

Series:  Easter

Revelation 21:1-8
(1)  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more.
(2)  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
(3)  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold,
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them
as their God.
(4)  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
(5)  And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.”
(6)  And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
from the spring of the water of life without payment.
(7)  The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be
his God and he will be my son.
(8)  But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
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liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and
sulfur, which is the second death.”

1. Introduction –
a. This sermon was adapted and contains significant

portions of a Sermon taught by the late Dr. R. C.
Sproul.

b. Every Easter, we focus our attention on the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
i. We do this not as a religious celebration but as

the central point of our faith and hope.
c. We hear the announcement, “He has risen!”  And we

proclaim in response, “He has risen indeed!
i. We do not proclaim, “He has risen perhaps,” or,

“He has risen, I hope.”
ii. We proclaim, “He has risen, indeed!”

d. The question for our consideration today is, “What
difference does it make that Christ has been
resurrected from the grave?

2. To truly answer this question, we can look at 1 Corinthians
15 where Paul addresses the skeptics that had infiltrated the
church.  These skeptics were denying the resurrection of
Jesus and wanted to reconstruct the church to make it more
politically correct and morally relevant. They wanted
Christianity without resurrection and the supernatural.
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a. So the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth and
asked them, “Have you really considered the
ramifications of such a theology.  What does it mean
to us if Jesus did not resurrect from the dead?”

b. Paul the Apostle demonstrates to the Corinthian
Church that their thinking ultimately would lead to
futile hopelessness.
i. 1 Corinthians 15:12 Now if Christ is

proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can
some of you say that there is no resurrection of
the dead?

1. Where does this thinking lead?
c. If there is no resurrection at all of any kind, then

clearly, that would exclude any hope of the
resurrection of anyone, including Jesus Christ.  In
other words, Jesus is still dead, and we are hopelessly
lost.
i. This hopelessness comes from the fact that we

proclaim that a man can be forgiven his sins by
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus,
as the substitute of God, died on the cross to bear
sins.   His resurrection proves his person and that
his work can be trusted. By his resurrection, we
are promised eternal life.  The death of Jesus
Christ is the basis for our forgiveness, but Jesus
Christ's resurrection is the basis for our future
hope of eternal life.
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ii. 1 Corinthians 15:13-14 But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has
been raised.  (14)  And if Christ has not been
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your
faith is in vain.

d. Why would our faith be in vain?  Because there would
be no remedy for our sins.  We are born dead in
trespasses and sins, and throughout our lives, we
actively sin against God.  Because we are so marred
by sin, we cannot help ourselves spiritually.  We have
no way of being delivered from our sinfulness.
i. 1 Corinthians 15:16-18 For if the dead are not

raised, not even Christ has been raised.  (17)  And
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins.  (18)  Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished.

1. Without the resurrection, faith is empty,
meaningless, and delusional. We are still in
our sins and carry the weight of our guilt
around our necks.

2. Beloved, when the Bible speaks of dying, it
speaks of only two ways in which people
die.

a. People either die in faith, or they die in
their sins.
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i. For example, today, there may be
people who are most probably
here out of custom or family
pressure but who have no genuine
faith. If this is you, you're still in
your sin and if you were to die
today you would die in your sin.
You would perish without hope!

ii. If Christ were not raised from the
dead, what would be true for the
unbeliever would be true for the
believer. We would all be
unjustified because the Bible says
that he was raised for our
justification.

1. We were justified because the
father said yes to the
atonement. He said yes to the
work of reconciliation.

iii. If the father had rejected the
sacrificial offering of Christ on the
cross, we would have no savior,
no relief, and no forgiveness of
our sins.

e. We live in a world that has deluded itself into thinking
that a loving God will somehow forgive all their sins
without there being any need for repentance. God is an
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ecclesiastical Santa Clause that will wink and excuse
our indiscretions.
i. But the bible says that if you do not repent and

put your faith in Jesus Christ, God will not
forgive you! Not now. Not ever!

ii. Sin is more of an offense to God than any of us
can ever imagine. It is so dreadful that God
himself sent His Son to punish Him for the sins
of those who would be redeemed. Imagine sin
being so horrific that God is willing to sacrifice
his own Son to save us. There must be
repentance, for there can be no forgiveness
without repentance!

f. Is there anything more significant to you than eternal
life?  Because that is what is at stake, Beloved.

g. Paul says that we are not to believe in the resurrection
just because of the grim realities of no resurrection.
Paul is showing the absurdity of denying the
resurrection.
i. Paul sacrificed as much as he did because he had

seen the resurrected Christ.  The resurrection is
real, and therefore, Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
15:20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.
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3. At this point, let us leave the writings of Paul and consider
the text that we read this morning.

a. Why does it matter that Jesus was raised from the
dead?  Listen to the glorious truths that await the
resurrected believer.
i. We will have a new heaven, new earth, and new

Jerusalem.
ii. When the New Jerusalem descends from Heaven,

it will look like a wonderfully adorned bride on
her wedding day.  More beautiful than anything
we have ever seen.

iii. John hears the voice proclaiming that the
tabernacle of God, the tent of God, is with men.
Who is this tabernacle?  Jesus will be in the midst
of His people once more.

iv. And God will wipe away every tear because John
says there won't be anything more to cry about.
There will be no more death. No funeral services
in New Jerusalem. No cemeteries in the holy city.
There will be no more sorrow, crying, or pain.

1. These things belong to the old order, which
is passing away, but God says He will make
all things new.  In other words, the old
sorrow produced by sin will no longer exist.

v. Jesus, in this passage, says the exact words he
proclaimed from the cross; It is finished. He is
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Alpha and Omega, and the beginning and the
end.  Jesus will fill all things.

vi. He will freely give the thirsty believer to drink
from the fountain of eternal life.

vii. He promises that we, the overcomers, shall
inherit all things.

viii. He promises the resurrected believer that He will
be our God, and we shall be his Sons.

b. However, even here, we find the reality of separation
that awaits the unbeliever in the announcement of the
end of death, pain, sorrow, and tears.
i. The bible states in verse 8, But as for the

cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the
second death.”

1. Tremble at the truth expressed here.  There
can only be a certain expectation of final and
eternal judgment to those who reject the
resurrected Christ.

a. The unbeliever burn forever in the lake
of fire which is the second death.

2. Are you a coward?  Do you refuse to follow
Jesus because of what it might cost?  The
cowardly will die eternally.
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3. Are you faithfless?  Do you deny all the
order and all the evidence of God in order to
live like there is no God?  The Atheists will
die eternally.

4. Are you detestable?  Do you enjoy all the
evil of this world?  The detestable will die
eternally.

5. Are you a murderer?  Do you hate others
and show contempt for your fellow man?
The murderer will die eternally.

6. Are you sexually immoral, addicted to
pornography, or living in sin?  If you don't
flee from it, you will pay for it eternally.

7. Are you a sorcerer?  Trusting in spells, stars,
and luck instead of in God?  The sorcerer
will die eternally.

8. Are you an idolater?  Do you worship other
things instead of God?  The idolater will die
eternally.

9. Are you a liar?  Do you have no honor and
live lies?  The liar will die eternally.

ii. The portion for those who practice such things is
eternal suffering in the lake of fire, the second
death.

c. Our culture applauds these things, but God cannot
stomach them.
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i. Get out of these things before the sun sets today.
You are defying the Holiness of God, and he will
not tolerate it.

ii. This is why people hope that the resurrection did
not happen. Because if the resurrection did not
happen, I could live in sins without ever having
to repent. When I'm dead, I'm dead, and there
will be no judgment. I would have gotten away
with it.  However, this, too, is a lie.  The
resurrection is real, and you will one day stand
before God.

d. Look at the New Jerusalem where our Lord has gone
to prepare a place for you. If you are not found in
Jesus, you will die eternally. Put your trust in Jesus’
name today because the resurrection matters.

4. Benediction
a. John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is

coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice  (29)  and come out, those who have done good
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil to the resurrection of judgment.

Public Reading of Scripture
Revelation 21:1-8
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