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KJV – Genesis 15:7-21 

 

“The Promises Confirmed by Covenant” 

      We have seen in last week’s lesson during Abram’s lowest times, when he needed the LORD the 
most that it was after these things that the Word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision. It was in 
last week’s verses one through six that we saw how that God had told Abram that his seed would be 
that of his own and not from the steward of his house Eliezer of Damascus. 
 
     But the LORD goes a step further and makes with Abram this everlasting covenant, reassuring 
Abram that He will fulfill His promises. There are so many promises given in the Bible that the 
LORD has given to His people. Such a great amount that an accurate numerical calculation has never 
been able to be given by the greatest of the Biblical scholars of all generations. Estimates range 
from 8,810-30,000 (Herbert Lockyer, All the Promises of the Bible, p. 10). Some of these have 
already been fulfilled, the rest will be fulfilled. 
 
     Abram’s assurance and security were not rooted in the promises but in the Person making the 
promises. In spite of all the negative things that the LORD’s people will confront throughout this 
walk of life, we can rest assured that the Sovereign God will always fulfill His promises to His 
people.  
 
     If we jump back to verse six, we see that because of Abram’s total faith and trust in God for 
accomplishing this that Abram could not work out for himself; it because of that faith and belief in 
the LORD that God counted it to him for righteousness. 
 
Here is Professor Langer’s breakdown of the rest of this wonderful chapter starting at verse six 
dealing with the promises being confirmed by covenant. 
 

1. Abram’s Standing – Genesis 15:6 
2. Abram’s Security – Genesis 15:7 
3. Abram’s Supplication – Genesis 15:8 
4. God’s Sufficiency – Genesis 15:9-21 

 
Genesis 15:7-21 

7 And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land 
to inherit it. 

     We know from the previous studies that when Abram came up into the land of Canaan the 
Promised Land was already occupied. Abram had just come out of a conflict to rescue his nephew 
and he needed reassurance because it was clear he had made enemies throughout the land and the 
land was already occupied.  
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     God makes it clear to him here that this was all because of Him; I am the LORD, it was God that 
called him, it was God that brought him out, it was God that preserved him in Egypt, it was God that 
won the victory during the rescue of Lot and it was God that will give thee this land to inherit it.  

     God is letting Abram know here again what He told him in verse one of this chapter; Fear not 
Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. God will fulfill all that He has promised, not 
in or on our time but all in accordance with His time, for His honor and glory and as Ephesians 1:11 
states – according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will. 

Genesis 15:8 

8 And he said, LORD God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 

     When Abram asks God for a sign that he could “know” he would possess it, he uses a Hebrew 
word “know” that implies knowledge which has understanding.  

     In other words, Abram does not doubt God’s word, because verse six tells us that he had already 
believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness. He has a right standing with God for 
verse six. We see his security in God from verse seven and where we see the supplication with God 
in verse eight. 

     Abram wants God to give him further insight about this land inheritance. There is a very 
important principle to see here - when we are surrounded by adverse circumstances great comfort 
comes by learning as much as we can of God’s Word so we may understand His plan and program. 
Abram wanted a deeper grasp of God’s word. 
 
Genesis 15:9-10 

9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a 
ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against 
another: but the birds divided he not. 

     The way God responds to Abram’s request is significant because obviously the land inheritance is 
somehow connected to animal sacrifices and the latter Law that God would give to Moses. 

1. The heifer and the female goat and the ram were offerings prescribed in the law of God.  
2. The ram consecrated priests (Exodus 29:15-25). 
3. The female goat took care of sins of ignorance (Numbers 15:27-29).  
4. The heifer offered cleansing to the nation for worldly defilement (Numbers 19:1-10; 

Deuteronomy 21:1-9).  
5. The turtledove and young pigeon made it possible for those poor to worship God (Leviticus 

1:14-17).  

     What the LORD is saying here is that when your descendants have the righteousness which 
comes through God’s sacrificial system they will have the land. The obvious assumption is the 
descendants will have to admit they need these sacrifices and follow through with them.  
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     Abram’s descendants have not done this to this day. Most importantly they have rejected the 
supreme sacrifice of the Messiah. 

Genesis 15:11 

11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. 

     These animals for the sacrifice to be used for this covenant are brought. They are severed, slain 
and these are animal selected by God, flesh and blood. What God demands, God provides. The scent 
of these severed and freshly slain animals attract the carnivorous birds which Abram drove them 
away no doubt with his staff. 

     But what happens at this sacrifice for the covenant is somewhat odd. Normally the procedure in 
making a covenant agreement between two parties is to cut the animals in two pieces and place on 
the sides, then both parties of the covenant would pass between the parts (Jeremiah 34:18-20). 

     However we have a problem, can Abram walk covenant with God the Father? 

Genesis 15:12 

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great 
darkness fell upon him. 

     Toward the end of the day, as the sun was going down; a deep sleep fell upon Abram. Now Abram 
is asleep but he is about to see and hear things that he would not be able to if he were awake. This is 
for his protection because this deep sleep was brought on by God, and the only things waking him 
up will be God. 

Genesis 15:13-16 

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance. 

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 

16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full. 

     This is a revelation given by God to Abram, he is about to be confirmed the promise, prosperity 
and prophecy; (this that would come to pass). 

1. Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, - The soon to be 
nation of Israel would spend time on other areas other than the Promised Land. Egypt – 
Assyria – Babylon – Worldwide dispersion in A.D. 70. 
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2. and shall serve them;  - This word serve or enslave refers to attending or laboring for a king, 

in which Israel would end up working for several foreign kings.  
 

3. and they shall afflict them four hundred years; - This word afflict or oppress speaks of 
miserable, wretched conditions that the people of Israel had to endure down in the land of 
Egypt for roughly 400 years. But we see the actual specific number was 430 years (Exodus 
12:40; Galatians 3:17).  

 
4. And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: - This is referring to the nation of 

Egypt and the Godless Pharaoh which afflicted the people of Israel. God judged this nation, 
the land, the people and the descendants.  

 
5. and afterward shall they come out with great substance. – They left the land of Egypt with 

treasures and great prosperity.  
 

6. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. – Abram 
would not have to endure this affliction and this oppression. He would live out his days as a 
free man, the friend of God. Abram lived to be 175 years old (Genesis 25:7-8).  

 
7. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: - Four generations after Joseph 

died and buried in a coffin in Egypt would they come back into their promised land.  
 

8. for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. – They would defeat the Amorites in the 
wilderness but they would not totally destroy like they did the other nations, because God 
would use them again later on. Thus the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. God gave the 
Amorites 400 years; this whole nation was given the Sovereign Grace of God for four 
centuries. 

 
     This four-hundred year span of the longsuffering of God fulfilled God’s Sovereign plan. He was 
longsuffering, and the Scriptures record only one who turned to Him. That was that Canaanite 
woman known as Rahab the harlot. Who would later become the grandmother of Boaz by the 
Sovereign Grace of God. 

Genesis 15:17 

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a 
burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 

     Abram was asleep and couldn’t walk Covenant with God. So the smoking furnace (God the 
Father), and a burning lamp (God the Son) passed between those pieces.  

- Our God is a consuming fire. 
 

- Jesus is the light of the world. 
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Genesis 15:18-21 

18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, 

20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, 

21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 

     God is marking out this Promised Land as a part of the Abrahamic Covenant. We see here this is a 
divine example of an unconditional Covenant. What did Abram have to promise to do? Nothing! 
 
     Verse six of last week’s lesson tells us that he had already believed God, and it was counted unto 
Him for Righteousness.  
 
     God will save you and He does it by His Grace and His Grace alone; if you will believe what He has 
done for you.  


