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TRUE RESURRECTION HOPE 

(SUNDAY, APRIL 20, 2014) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 17; 1 John 3:1-3 

Introduction 

Charles Spurgeon and probably others have stated that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a fact 
better attested than any event recorded in any history, whether ancient or modern.1 

The Christian doesn’t say, well, I hope Jesus was raised from the dead. 

We have full assurance that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead by the power of God on that first 
Resurrection Sunday morning. 

Another commentator has stated, “The Gospels cannot explain the resurrection; it is the 
resurrection which alone explains the Gospels.”2 

The idea that Jesus’ troubled disciples could have made up the story of Jesus being raised from the 
dead and successfully spread that message is ridiculous. 

And this means that we have full assurance of sins truly being forgiven. 

We also have full assurance of our own resurrection on the last day. 

As Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 15, Christ is the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 

This assurance of Christ’s resurrection and our own resurrection doesn’t mean that there is no place 
for hope or waiting. 

Paul in Romans 8:23-25 spoke of what we still hope for with great longing. 

Romans 8:23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.  24 For 
we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for 
what he sees?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 
perseverance. 

And so for the Christian we have a place of absolute confidence in God and in His work. 

And with this confidence is the hope and longing for the fullness of God’s work which is something 
we do not yet see. 

The climax of God’s great work of salvation is still to come. 
                                                
1 John Blanchard, eds. The Complete Gathered Gold: a Treasury of Quotations for Christians. Accordance 
electronic ed. (New York: Evangelical Press, 2006), n.p. 
2 Ibid. 
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This is one reason why all our problems do not just instantly go away when we come to saving faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

We still live in world affected by sin and still under the curse and judgment because of sin. 

God’s blessings to His people in this life are truly amazing, and yet Scripture frequently reminds you, 
the best is not in this life. 

There is a big market for books with titles like, Your Best Life Now. 

The only way this life truly can be your best life is if you are going to hell. 

Now this does not mean a depressing, joyless life. 

Hoping for something does not have to mean sadness until it comes. 

The message the world brings is that you cannot be happy unless you have in your hands that which 
you really want. 

But this is far from the truth of Scripture. 

The hope that we have in the fullness of God’s work of salvation is the basis for enduring still the 
great trials we experience. 

Rom. 8:18   For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

The fact that we live with this hope and longing for something still greater is actually a basis for 
great joy. 

Rom. 15:13   Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

It is a focus simply on earthly pleasures that is really a life of sadness and great emptiness. 

If the focus of your life, what you most desire, is wrapped up merely in earthly joys and pleasures, 
that is truly a recipe for frustration. 

Is your hope merely in the things of this world? 

Or is your greatest desire to one day live fully in the presence of the LORD and experience the 
fullness of His gracious work of salvation? 

Make sure you have the right hope! 

I have chosen two passages for us to consider – Psalm 17 and 1 John 3.  

On the surface, it would seem these two chapters have nothing in common except that they are in 
the Bible. 
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But the end of Psalm 17 and the first part of 1 John 3 have a number of points in common. 

They are both focused on presenting what your hope should be in contrast with the hopes of this 
world. 

 

AN EMPTY HOPE CONTRASTED WITH A TRUE HOPE, PSALM 17:13-15 

Psa. 17:13  Arise, O LORD,  Confront him, cast him down;  Deliver my life from the wicked 
with Your sword,  

14  With Your hand from men, O LORD,  From men of the world who have their portion in this 
life,  And whose belly You fill with Your hidden treasure.  They are satisfied with children,  And 
leave the rest of their possession for their babes.  

15  As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness;  I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your 
likeness. 

Psalm 17 is a prayer for justice and deliverance in the face of the threat of enemies. 

The Psalm begins with David speaking of his innocence and his just cause. 

The second main part of the Psalm is a prayer for protection where we learn more about the threats 
David was facing. 

The Psalm ends with a great contrast – the hope and desires of the wicked against those of David. 

I have chosen to begin with verse 13 so that we have a better context for the final verses of the 
Psalm. 

What does David pray in verse 13? 

There are four requests. 

First, David calls for God to arise, for God to do something in the face of his dangerous enemies. 

Second, he calls for God to confront his enemy. 

Third, he calls for God to bring his enemy to the ground – cast him down or cause him to bow 
down in submission. 

Fourth, David prays for rescue. Deliver my life from the wicked with your sword. 

Then in verse 14 David describes those who are threatening him. 

He uses five phrases to describe them. 
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And in these phrases we have a very powerful description of men whose hope merely is in this world 
and the things of this world. 

Let’s look at the description David provides in verse 14. Who are his enemies? 

First, they are simply men. 

Perhaps they imagine themselves to be something greater, but in the end, they are simply men. 

Second, they are men of this world whose portion is in this life. 

The word portion can have the idea of inheritance or that which God has given to you. 

David’s enemies may have been very ambitious and even successful people, but all they had in the 
end was what they could find in this life. 

Third, David states that it is God who fills their bellies with hidden treasures. 

If the wicked find themselves as very rich and successful people, the cause cannot be their own 
brilliance, luck, or success. 

God is the one who makes even the wicked to enjoy hidden treasures. 

Think of the vast wealth of so many of the wicked even today. 

It seems that so many of the wealthiest people in the world have no love for God or for his truth, but 
rather are in league with the devil and demons. 

Fourth, David says that they are satisfied with children. 

The verb satisfied is used importantly in the following verse. 

Recently the news has been filled with excitement over the fact that Bill and Hilary are going to be 
grandparents. 

I think they are an illustration of this verse.  

They are a couple filled worldly success and influence but their portion is just in this life. 

Finally, David says they leave the rest of their possessions to their children. 

Again we have an ancient description that is still very relevant in describing quite a few wealthy and 
powerful families who maintain their influence in generations to come. 

Now, we must be careful to not say that all earthly blessings are meaningless. 

David enjoyed many earthly blessings also. 

But David did not make earthly blessings his hope or foundation for joy. 

What did David most desire? 

David’s great desire and hope are presented in verse 15. 
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The language of this verse is very rich and challenging. 

Some believe we should understand it merely in terms of God’s presence with David and 
deliverance from his enemies. 

Other commentators suggest we see something much greater than just protection or safety but 
rather David’s hope in the resurrection and the incredible joy of living in the fullness of God’s 
presence. 

Let’s consider more the language of verse 15. 

There are two main parts of the verse. 

Both parts use a future verb expressing David’s ultimate desire and his hope. 

The first part of the verse begins with a contrast to his enemies. 

As for me…In contrast to what my enemies want, this is what I most desire. 

The first thing David desires to is to behold your face in righteousness. 

The language is difficult but it shows David desiring something very, very great. 

David wants to see the face of God. 

He wants to see God’s face in righteousness. 

The language indicates that this is not something David could ever truly earn or deserve. 

It must be God who alone could grant such a request and also give David such a desire. 

The language of seeing the face of God does appear in other parts of the OT. 

Gen. 32:30   So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, 
and my life is preserved.” 

Ex. 33:11 So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he 
would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart 
from the tabernacle. 

Ex. 33:20 But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” 

Num. 12:8  I speak with him face to face,  Even plainly, and not in dark sayings;  And he sees 
the form of the LORD.  Why then were you not afraid  To speak against My servant Moses?” 

Moses, the great prophet and mediator for Israel, was given privilege in terms of being in the 
presence of God that no one else enjoyed. 
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Jacob had an incredible encounter with God but even this could not compare with what Moses was 
given. 

And yet even for Moses, there was a limit when he desired to see God’s glory. 

The two key words then face and likeness along with the word awake point to a blessing David 
desired that goes beyond just an earthly fulfillment. 

There are those who question how David could speak of resurrection when he lived 1000 years 
before the birth of Jesus. 

Recall, however, that the Apostle Peter in his sermon recorded in Acts 2 said that David in Psalm 16 
was speaking of the resurrection of Christ. 

If David in Psalm 16 could speak in prophecy concerning the resurrection of the Messiah, then 
could David not also speak in Psalm 17 about the resurrection? 

I think we are very justified in seeing Psalm 17 as being another wonderful OT passage declaring 
the great hope of what one day we will receive in glory. 

What a contrast then between an earthly hope and a hope that goes beyond anything we will 
experience in this life. 

Charles Spurgeon commenting on this verse said, “Compared with this deep, ineffable, eternal 
fulness of delight, the joys of the worldlings are as a glowworm to the sun, or the drop of a bucket to 
the ocean.”3 

Is your hope merely in the things of this world? 

Or is your greatest desire to one day live fully in the presence of the LORD and experience the 
fullness of His gracious work of salvation? 

 

TRUE HOPE IS OF GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT IN LIVING AS WE ARE CALLED, 1 JOHN 3:1-3 

1John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we 
know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  3 And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

Like Psalm 17, this passage also contains a great contrast. 

There are the true children of God and there are those of the world. 

                                                
3 Charles Spurgeon, Treasury of David, s.v. Psalm 17:15. 
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Those of the world do not understand who we are because they do not have a true knowledge of 
God and of Jesus Christ. 

The first verse here celebrates the incredible nature of the Father’s love. 

Look – see what kind of the love the Father has given to us. 

The incredible privilege of those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and who believe 
in Him alone for salvation is the right to be called children of God. 

So many people today would say that all people are God’s children. 

It is true that God is our Creator. 

But it is not the case that all people have the right to call God, Father, and to call oneself a child of 
God. 

This is why verse 1 is so amazing. 

What a blessing to know that you are truly a child of God. 

John in verse 2 again emphasizes that your identification as a child of God is a present blessing. 

Beloved, now we are children of God! 

But the end of verse 2 has a great contrast. 

It has not yet been revealed what we shall be. 

“What we will be has not yet been made known.” (NIV) 

John Calvin here wrote: 

For the Apostle’s meaning is this, that we act very foolishly when we estimate what God has 
bestowed on us according to the present state of things, but that we ought with undoubting faith 
to hold to that which does not yet appear. 

Here is a very important point. 

As great as our present blessings – peace with God, forgiveness of sins, a new identity as the children 
of God – there is so much more to come. 

Those of the world often mock us and tempt us to chase after earthly glories. 

This is why we cannot just have our focus on our present state, which for many believers is one of 
great suffering and trial. 

So we do not know the fullness of what we shall be, but there is something we know with full 
assurance. 

We know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
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When He is revealed is an expression referring to the final return of Jesus Christ. 

1John 2:28   And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.  29 If you know that He is 
righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 

For we shall see Him as He is. 

I think there is a very strong connection with Psalm 17. 

Psa. 17:15  As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness;  I shall be satisfied when I awake 
in Your likeness. 

Do you have a true hope and longing for this great day? 

Our hope is so much greater than houses, fine wines, and fast cars. 

What we will one day see is so much greater than anything you have seen and experienced in this 
life. 

This hope is not just some pietistic hope for monks and others who live in monasteries cut off from 
the reality of life. 

Look what John says this hope should lead us to do. 

And everyone who has this hope in Him, that is in Christ, purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

What does the phrase, “purifies himself” mean? 

The verb purify can be used in the context of the OT ceremonial laws and rituals of purity.  

But here and in at least two other places it refers to the duty of turning from sin and living according 
to God’s perfect standard. 

James 4:8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

I think we can say taking our passage from 1 John in conjunction with Psalm 17 and other passages, 
that one reason why so many professed Christians do not live like they should is that they are so in 
love merely with things of this world. 

This world can be a very comfortable place if you seek to make that your goal. 

Be careful, friends, of the things that seek to steal away your hope, time, and love. 

It is with good reason Jesus told us to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

CONCLUSION: 
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If we are honest, we probably all can say, often our hope is not where it truly should be. 

We have by God’s grace generally speaking lived fairly easy and comfortable lives. 

The Lord has been very good to us. 

It is not that we despise the earthly gifts God has so graciously given. 

In fact, we all need to be more thankful for the earthly gifts given to us. 

Let us often remind ourselves, the blessings still to come are so much greater than any of the things 
of this earth. 

Let us often keep in mind, the time from an eternal perspective is not very long. 

May God enable you to have the right hope! 

Prayer 

Hymn: 202 

Benediction – Hebrews 13:20-21 

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to 

do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 


