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[Wednesday, April 19, 2017] Exodus Series, Exodus chapter 25, verses 31-40, 
The Candlestick – Craig Thurman 
 
The table of shewbread and the things about it speaks of many things in types. It 
was made of the shittim wood overlaid with gold, with its border, crown and feet, 
having twelve loaves of baked, unleavened bread arranged upon it, and a number 
of pure gold vessels to be used in the service about the table.   
 

The glory of Christ in human flesh (shittim wood overlaid with gold).  
 
The impeccable nature and righteousness of Christ (the leaven-less, fine 
wheat-flour shewbread).   
 
The elect of God in union with Him (the twelve loaves placed upon the 
table surrounded by the crown all about the perimeter of the table top).  
 
The fellowship of those with Christ and one another (priests gathered 
around eating the fine, wheat-flour shewbread in the holy place).   
 
The fellowship of His sufferings (the loaves baked in an oven).   
 
The fervency of fellowship. (shewbread placed hot on the table).   
 
The sweet savor of Christ (the frankincense sprinkled upon the loaves filled 
the room). 
 

These are some of the things that come to mind in the study of the table of 
shewbread.  Now we consider what instructions the LORD gives to Moses 
concerning the candlestick.  
 
This text instructs Moses to make the candlestick.  The companion text of 
Ex.37.17-24 shows the fact that it was made. 
31 ¶  And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold:  
 

candlestick, ַתרְֹנמ, me-no-rath; root hrAOnm4, me-no-rah; always 

translated candlestick. 
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Pure gold means that this piece is made of solid gold.  This gold is not being 
laid over anything. (v.17) The only other piece of furniture said to be of 
pure gold is the mercy seat.   This candlestick represents Christ. Jesus Christ 
is the brightness of the glory of God. 
 

He.1.1 ¶  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 
3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of 
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when 
he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high; 
… 
9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man. 

 
He is the light of the world.  He is not a light. 
 

Joh 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life. 
 

There is no other light but Christ.  The world is darkness. 
 

Joh 1:5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

 
And He came so that His children might not continue in that darkness. 
 

Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth 
on me should not abide in darkness. 

 
of beaten work shall the candlestick be made:  
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of beaten work, ָתַׁשִקמ, miq-shah, fem. sing. noun, functioning as an 
adjective; it is found only ten times in the O.T.: eight of those are 
with reference to two articles of the tabernacle. 
 

The number of times this is used with reference to the mercy 
seat and the candlestick is full of typology. 
 

to the mercy seat – 2 times – it is established, set 
to the candlestick – 6 times – the work of man (cf. v.32, 
six branches)   
total – 8 times – the new birth 

 
Both the mercy seat and the candlestick were made of pure gold: of beaten 
work.  This portrays Christ’s work through suffering in behalf of His people.  
 

Is.50.6  I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. 
 
Is.52.14  As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred 
more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men … 
 
Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. 
… 
8  … for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
… 
10 ¶  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him [The good pleasure of the 
LORD had designed to inflict such punishment upon His only 

begotten Son]; he hath put him to grief [root hlAHA, cha-lah, to make 

Him sick: the LORD imputed to Him our sicknesses.]: when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his 
hand. 
11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities. 
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his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the 
same. 
 

his shaft, ּהֵַנִרי, fem. noun root j4r2yA; KJV, thigh, loins, shaft, side; so 

the base may incidentally form a part of this. 
 
To be clear, the candlestick, with all of its noted features, is made of a 
single mass or lump of gold.  The Hebrew, translated shaft, is also 
translated thigh and loin.   
 
First, the thigh in Scripture is a reference to the act of making a covenant.  
(Ge.24.2, 9, Abraham to Eliezer for finding Isaac a wife; 47.29, Jacob with 
Joseph for bringing his bones up from Egypt.) This seems to me to speak of 
Jesus Christ as our surety or security to God. 
 

Heb 7:22  By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 
 

surety, Gr. e@gguoj, enguos, only this once; LXX, e]ggua?n, 

e]ggu<h, translated either surety or becomes surety (the first, 

Pv.17.18, 19.28; 28.17, and the last, Pr.17.18; 22.26); Moulton, 
Thayer define as sponsor. 
 
O.E.D. 
surety 7. A person who undertakes some specific responsibility 
on behalf of another who remains primarily liable; one who 
makes himself liable for the default or miscarriage of another, 
or for the performance of some act on his part (e. g.. payment 
or a debt, appearance in court for trial, etc.); a bail: = security 
9. 
 
security 9 One who pledges himself (or is pledged) for another, 
a surety. 

 
Second, loin refers to the children that are in Him seminally. (Ge.46.26; 
Ex.1.5) 
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Ro.9.6 ¶  Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For 
they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 
7  Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. [These are a promised 
children … given to Christ in eternity.] 
8  That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the 
children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the 
seed.  [The children of the promise are those to whom Christ stands 
as surety.  These are the elect of God.  When did these become 
promised to Christ and when did Christ become their surety but 
before the foundation of the world? (Eph.1.4)] 

 
32  And six branches shall come out of the sides of it;  
 

Again (cf. v.31, the times of beaten work references the candlestick), the 
number six is a consideration; the number for man. We see the work of the 
Son of man.  
 

Lu 9:22  Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and 
be raised the third day. 

 
three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the 
candlestick out of the other side: 
 

Notice that no dimensions are given.  How high should the shaft rise and its 
branches reach?  What depth is the candlestick to extend?  How broad shall 
be the out of each side?  Or, how low should the branches be installed?  
These are unrevealed. 
 

Eph.3.16  [Paul bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
so …v.14) That he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 
18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height (no limits given: immeasurable, 
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unfathomable, inexhaustible riches to which we may go in the love of 
Christ) … This was the immeasurable love of Christ for us. 

 
These things were spiritually discerned by Bezaleel and Hur. 
  

Ex.35.30 ¶  And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the LORD 
hath called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah; 
31  And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship; 
… 
34  And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

 
So, the secret things of God are revealed to His saints. 
 

De 29:29  The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, 
that we may do all the words of this law. 
 

As God revealed these truths to them, so He does to us. 
  

33  Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one 
branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop 
and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the candlestick. 
 

It sounds to me that at the ends of each branch is a lamp.  Each lamp might 
be made of three almond-shaped bowls that are joined together. The 
particular configuration of these almond shaped bowls is not said.  (tip to 
tip forming like a three-leafed clover; tip to tip forming into a circle; or, side 
to side in a row, or other variations) But, the three bowls gave off one light.   
 

2Co 4:6  For God (the name God refers to the Triune God; this is 
especially seen in the Hebrew, Elohim.), who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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1Jo 5:7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. [… God] 
 

And there are a total of seven lights or lamps on the candlestick.  These 
lamps represent the Holy Spirit. 
 

Re 4:5  And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings 
and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 
 
Re 5:6  And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had 
been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 
 

The fullness of the Spirit of God rests upon Jesus Christ, just as these lamps 
rested on this candlestick. 

 
Is.11.1 ¶  And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 
2  And the spirit of the 1LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
2wisdom and 3understanding, the spirit of 4counsel and 5might, the 
spirit of 6knowledge and of the 7fear of the LORD; 

 
John witnessed the Spirit of God coming upon Christ. 
 

Joh 1:32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
 

Below each set of bowls which makes a lamp is a knop or knob, which is a 
bud, and then a flower.  I think the arrangement of the knop, flower and 
bowls on the candlestick follows the order that is on an almond tree. First 
there is the bud, then the blossom, and finally the almonds.   
 

Nu 17:8  And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went 
into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron 
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for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and 
bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds.  

 
34  And in the candlestick [meaning the main part of it called the shaft] shall be 
four bowls made like unto almonds, with their knops and their flowers. 
 

A numerical type: 
Three bowls per lamp times six lamps which would equal eighteen 
bowls (3 X 6= 18, the number for bondage).  At the top of the shaft 
there is also a lamp which is made of, not three, but four almond 
shaped bowls (four is the number for the creature).  Add these four 
to the eighteen for a total of twenty-two bowls  (4 [the creature] + 18 
[in bondage] = 22) on the lampstand.  Twenty-two is the number 
associated with light.  The candlestick represents Jesus Christ our 
Lord as the Light of life, or the Light of the world.  (Jn.8.12; 9.5) 
 

35  And there shall be a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under 
two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches that proceed out of the candlestick. 
 

This seems to say that underneath the place where the pair of branches 
extended from its side there was a knop.  This would mean that there were 
ten knops and seven flowers. Together these give us the number 17, a 
number for victory. 
 

1Co 15:57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
36  Their knops and their branches shall be of the same [appearance]: all it shall 
be one beaten work of pure gold. 

 
These were no pieces.  There were no breaks or gaps.  There was no 
assembling. The candlestick was one, complete, harmonious picture of 
Christ doing the will of God.  He only did the will of God.  This was the 
eternal purpose of God.  
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Eph.3.8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ; 
9  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ: 
10  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God, 
11  According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord … 

 
Joh 4:34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work. 

 
Ga 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from 
this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father … 

 
Ac 2:23  Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain … 
 

Christ’s sufferings form the major point of His first coming. The candlesticks 
of Solomon’s temple are not of beaten gold, which speaks of Christ’s future 
reign of peace on earth. 

 
37  And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof:  

Or, And one shall set up its lamps 
 

the … lamps, ּהמִא מירֵנֹמנ ָנ , ,masc. noun, rn2; KJV, lamp and candle; a 

number of times this refers to the life of a person. (Job.18.6;  21.17; 
Ps.18.28; Pv.13.9; 20.20; 24.20). 

 
and they shall light the lamps thereof,  
 

The lamps are to be caused to illuminate for all that are in the room. 
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that they may give light over against it. 
38  And the tongs thereof, and the snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure gold. 
 

Tongs are called snuffers in Ex.37.23. 
 
39  Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels. 
 

A talent, rkaKi, is said to be.  That talent of pure gold is a certain weight.  

There was no weight specified for the making of the mercy seat.  The given 
weight of the candlestick suggests some distinctive restriction that was not 
noted in the mercy seat.   
 

Is this because He came into a human body? 
 
Col 2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. 
 

Is this because Christ is the only Son of God. 
  

Joh 1:18  No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. 

 
Is this because there is no other One by which man may come to the 
Father? 
 

Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

 
He is the way, not a way; He is the truth, not a truth; He is the life, not a 
life.  There are constraints that we might not fully comprehend. 
 
The candlestick is placed inside the tabernacle on the wall opposite to the 
table of shewbread. It was centered on the wall about 15’ from the 
entrance into the holy place, on the south side or to the left. 
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Ex 26:35  And thou shalt set the table without the vail, and the 
candlestick over against the table on the side of the tabernacle 
toward the south: and thou shalt put the table on the north side. 
 
Ex 40:24  And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation, 
over against the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward. 

 
It was to be anointed with the holy anointing oil, and thereby sanctified for 
service to the LORD. 
 

Ex.30.27  And the table and all his vessels, and the candlestick and his 
vessels, and the altar of incense, 
… 
29  And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: 
whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy. 

 
For the  burning of the lamps of the candlestick there was made beaten, 
pure olive oil. 
 

Le 24:2  Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee 
pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn 
continually. 
 

The burning of the light of the candlestick was the responsibility of the 
priesthood. 

 
Lev.24.3 Without the vail of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning 
before the LORD continually: it shall be a statute for ever in your 
generations. 
4  He shall order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the 
LORD continually. 

 
As the priesthood of the believer in the Old Testament was responsible for 
keeping the Lamps burning continually, so the New Testament priesthood 
of the believer are charged with the safekeeping of the truth of the Word of 
God.   



The Book of Exodus 

12 
 

 
1Ti 3:15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 
 
Bless are ye. This is the witness of a church. 
Mt.5.11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
13 ¶  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 
14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid. 
15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 
40  And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in 
the mount. 
 

Moses was charged with overseeing the work so that everything was made 
just as the LORD had showed them to be in the mount.  How important this 
work was.   
 

Warnings to construct all of this according to the pattern shown: 
Nine times: seven in the Old Testament [Ex.25.9, 40; 26.30; 27.8; 
Nu.8.4 (tabernacle); 1Chr.28.11, 19 (temple)], and,  
 
Two times in the New [Acts 7.44; He.8.5, tabernacle].   

 
3 – referring to the tabernacle 
1 – to the furniture 
1 – to raising the tabernacle up 
1 – to the boards 
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1 – to the candlestick 
2 – to the scheme of the Temple 

 
Whether or not Moses knew why, he was instructed to keep to the pattern.  
The literal things that they were doing presented types, figures, shadows, 
symbols, or patterns of things that were real and spiritual for us.  
 

He.9.24  For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us: 
 
Heb 10:1  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. 

 
If ever I read of the priesthood of the believer it is in He.10.19-
31; 1Pe.2.5. 
 

entering into the holiest – having a high priest over the 
house of God – drawing near – being sprinkled – being 
cleansed – assembling –  an holy house – an holy 
priesthood – offering spiritual sacrifices 

 
What if Moses had deviated just once in a detail that the LORD had showed 
to him?  It is unthinkable! The result would have been truth lost and 
confused. How important it is for us and for those who come after us, that 
we learn the truth of God’s Word, and keep it.   


